


BY: R.CR&AMPTON

News from Other TI-99 Users' Groups

The Mobile TI-99 Users' Group, a relatively new group, is proposing a state-
wide TI-FEST, similar to those held in other states. The Shoals 99ers up in the
far northern corner of the state is interested, and we are certainly interested
too. There are now six TI Users' Groups in Alabama, and it shems appropriate
that we do something together.
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DUES TIME

It's dues time for most of us. The mojority of our members paid their dues
last in January of 1984, so the twelve months is up at the end of December. 1
think that it was back in April that we changed our dues-paying system to make
the membership year run for 12 months rather than for the calendar year. Since
dues are our only source of income to operate the Group, it's important that we
all cough up $6.00 when it is due. It's still the biggest bargain around.
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LIBRARY NEWS

The program library has increased by about 20 programs since last month. Most
of the new programs come from exchanges with other users' groups, and include a
few real goodies. Be sure to bring some initialized blank disks to the December
meeting and your contribution to the program library. (Don't expect something
for nothing!)

ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE SCREEN DUMP PROGRAM

Here's an offer you just can't turn down. If you can use an assembly language
screen dump program, here's one that you can have for free. Damny Michael of
the TI-99 Users' Group up in North Alabama has written a screen dump program and
will send it to you free if you'll send him an initialized blank diskette with
a self-addressed, stamped mailer. You'll also get fully commented source code
and complete operational instructions. Here's the address:

Danny Michael
Route 9, Box 460
Florence, AL 35630

...................................................................

PRODUCT REVIEW  Gemini 10X

While visiting my son-in-law in Savarmnah last week I had the opportunity to
use his Gemini 10X dot-matrix printer. Boy, was I impressed. It is fully
loaded with features, even some that my faithful but tired Pro-writer doen't
have, It prints in several fonts, including italics, superscript, and even
subscript. For the price, I think it is the best printer bargain on the market.
I don't know of anyone in our group who has one, but if you need a printer, be
sure to check it out. I've seen them on sale in several local computer supply
stores.



X-B MODULE BEING MANUFACTURED AGAIN gv:  R.CRACETON

Good news if you are looking for an Extended Basic Module to complete your
TI-99 setup. We got a letter from Exceltec, Inc (formeraly Sunware Software),
advising us that they have sevured the rlghts to the X-B module and the manual
that accompanies it. They say that they will use all TI parts, and therefore
expect no difficulties with compatibility. The package will include the module,
the manual, and the "handy command reference card."

The .price is a little steep: $99.95 for one, but quantity discounts are
available. For from 2 to 4 packages, the price will be $89.95, and five or more
will be sold for just $79.95. Looks like it would be a good idea for several of
our members to get together and order at the reduced quantity rates. If only 5
of us would order, we'd each save 20 bucks, @ pretty good deall

The ordering address is:

Exceltec, Inc.
P.0. Box 54380
Lubbock, Texas 79453
Tel: (806) 794-9104

They accept Mastercharge or Visa phone orders. If you don't have X-B, you
are missing out on lots of really terrific programs.

MODEM DEMONSTRATION PLANNED Ev: R.CR&SMPTON

The program for our December meeting will be live demonstration of modem
commmnication. We've tried to have this demo before, but have run into
difficulties each time. Last time we were all ready, then discovered that
the college doesn't have modular phones, so we couldn't plug the modem in
without cutting into the phone wires. (We sure wouldn't have been popular
if we had done that!) Anyway, this time we think we've got it all set up,
at least we hope so. The secret is in using an acoustic modem. The following
members have volunteered to provide the equipment for the demonstration:

Randolph Jones Console and X-B Module

Chip Weakley External Disk Drive

Bubba DeJarnette P-Box with 32K, Rs232, and Disk Drive

Clay Manley Acoustic Modem

Roger Crampton Monitor, E/A and TE-II modules, Emulator
software, Cassette recorder.

Ernie Howell Dot Matrix Printer

Several Terminal FEmulator programs will be shown, including the TE-II module,
the P-Term99, TE1200, TE30, and TI99 disk-based emulators, The TE-III will also
be shown if it arrives in time. We are borrowing one from a friend.

In addition to the modem demo, Bubba DeJarmette is going to show us some new
tricks and techniques for using the Microsoft Multiplan. This powerful spread-
sheet program remains a mystery to many of us, and I'm sure that Bubba's help
will be appreciated.

Last month's program by Walt Eggenmaier of the TI Super Sketch graphics tablet
was one of the best demos we've had so far. (Especially when you compare it to
the previous month's program when Roger Crampton and Ernie Howell made a pitiful
attempt to demonstrate the Optlcal Bar Code Reader, which didn't work at all, and
turned out to be the worst piece of hardware anyone had ever seen.) But the Super
Sketch module and tablet worked exactly the way it was supposed to, and Walt was
able to create some truly awesome designs with it. This is the absolute best
piece of hardware to come along in a long time, and we heartily recommend it to
anyone interested in graphics production. .






In order toc better serve y»ou and your programming needs we are
compiling informaticon that might be beneficial to fou as a member
of our group. Please fill out this questionaire at your earliest
convience and bring it to our next meeting or mail it to Bubba
Dedarnette, 204 Maple St., Enterprice, Alabama 24330, We hope to
compile this information and return you a copy of the completed
survey.

USER" S GROUF SUOURWEY TL
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NAME s . __

ADDRESS: CITY,ST.2IP

HOME PHONE ——BUSINESS PHOME

Fut an "0" in the blank i+ »cu OWN, put 3 "P" if »ou plan to
PURCHASE item , put a "S" if wou have but wish to SELL that item,
and put a "L" in the blank 1f wou will LOAN that item.

PP /4 CC 20 PHOEMT®
PERIPHAL ExXF. BOXo—__ DISK DRIVE ol __ (20 _ (3 ___
Rs/232 SEK 128K . _CASSETTE RECORDER S

FRINTER_____ Cmake ) MODEM (maked
TI-WRITER_—__._ TI LOGO IT1..__ MULTIFLAM__
EXTENDED BASIC . EDITOR &S, MINMI MEMORY

OTHER (pleace list and include "“F,5,L">

MY SPECIAL INTEREST ARE: iplease check) Education____State____
Buesinecs____Games____Word Froco___Frogramming___Graphics______

Music/\Uoice Synth____Budget Momt . . ___Communicatiaons

Topics you would like discussed or programs »ou would Vike
demonstrated at our meetings:

LIBRARY SUGGESTIOMS:

Oves, 1T couLD HELF WITH THE LIBRARY.
OvEs, 1 CcOULD HELF WITH FAFER WIRK

NEWSLETTER COMPLAINTS (please twpe or print legidbly here*[]



MICRO was a real-time
operator and dedicated
multi-user. 1lis broad-band

protocol made it easy for him
to interface with numberous
input/output devices, even if
it meant time-sharing.

One evening he arrived home
just as the sun was crashing,
and had parked his Motorola
68000 in the main drive (he
had miyssed the S100 bus that
morning}l, when he noticed an
elegant piece of liveware
admiring the daisy wheels in
his garden. lle thought to
himself, '"She looks
user-friendly, I1'll see if
she'd like an update
tonight",

Mini was her name, and she
was delightfully engineered
with eyes like COBOL and a
Prime mainframe architecture
that set Micro's peripherals
networking all over the
place.

He browsed over to her

casually, admiring the power

of her twin, 32-bit floating ,
point processors, and
enquired "HMow are you
Honeywell?". "yves, I am
well”, she responded, batting
her opitcal fibres engagingly
and smoothing her console
over her curvilinear
functions.

Micro settled for a
straight line approximation.
"I'm stand-alone tonight", he
said. "llow about computing a
vector to my base address,
I'll output a byte to cat,
and maybe we could get offset
later on".
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Mini ran a priority process
for 2.6 milli-scconds then
transmitted "BK, I've been
dumped myself recently, and a
new page is just what T need
to refresh my disks. 1'l1
park my machine cycle in your
background and meel you
inside. "She walked off,
leaving Micro admiring her
solenoids and thinking, "Wow,
what a global variable, I
wonder if she'll like my
firmvare."

They sat down at the
process table to a top of
form feed of tiche and chips
and a bucket of baudot. Mini
was in conversational mode'
and expanded on ambiguous
arguments while Micro gave
occasional acknowledgements
although, in reality he was
analysing the shortest and
least critical path to her
entry point., He finally
settled on the old "would you
like to see my bench-mark
subroutine"”, hut Mini was
again one step ahead.

Suddenly she was up and
stripping off her parity bits
tor eveal the full
functionality of her

operating system software.

"let's get BASIC, you RAM",
she said. Micro was loaded
by this stage, but his
hardware polling module had a
processor of its own and was
in danger of overflowing its
output buffer, a hang-up that
Micro had consulted his
analyst about. "Core", was
all he could savy.

.

Micro soon recovered,
however, when she went down
on the DEC and opened her
device files Lo reveal her
data set ready. Ile accessed
his fully packed root device
and was just about to start
pushing into her CPU stack,
when she attempted an escape
senguence.

“No, not" she piped.
"You're not shielded".

"Reset, baby", he replied.
"I've been debugged",

“But I haven't got my
current loop enabled, and I
can't support child
processes’, she protested.

"Don't run away", he said,
"I1'11 generate an interrupt”,

"No that's too error prone,
and I can't abort because of
my design philosophy”.

Micro was locked in by this
stage though, and could not
be turned off, But she soon
stopped his thrashing by
introducing a voltage spike
into his mains supply,
whereupon he fell over with a
head crash and went to sleep.

“Camputers", she thought as
she compiled herself", "all
they ever think of is lex",
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