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INTERFACE is a publication of the WESTERN NEW YORK 99’ers

USERS GROUP. It is intended as-a source of news, information .. ...
and i1nstruction. = Articles and opinions expressed in this 5:;1
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 91therj:;f
";thﬂ editorial staff or members of the users group. . B L
. INTERFACE will appear monthly except bi-monthly fram- June;fmgg
‘tn ~September, and w1ll be avallable tc all pald members of theflffé
users group., f R

1 Articles submltted for publlcatlon must be ‘received by the ~
..second . week of "the month to ‘be .included in the followlngféggf

. month’s imsue. For those submitting articles prepared by the?ﬁ%&f
 TI-¥Writer . word . processor package please submit a diskjlﬁff
- cortalnlng the file to be published.” The disk will be returnedﬂiﬁié
to you, - The inclusion " of artlcles "'will be solely at thefjﬁi%
-~ discretion of the editorial staff, The edltars further ‘retain -
. the right to edit any article submitted. T
Advertising space is8 available at modest _rates.'_'Fﬁr gg?:
information on rates, write to the INTERFACE at the address 5
be.ow, ~Classified ' ads "must be 1limited to eighty (8@) -
characters including spaces and are free of charge to all paid -
up members, Address all ingquiries to: ‘

WNY 99’ ers USERS GROUP SR
c/o 84 Glenhaven Dr. | | T
Amherst, NY 14120 N
The WNY 99’ ers USERS GROUP meets on the second Wednesday of
evarv month . For information call Harry Brashear, President,
at (716)778-9104. Yearly Dues are $20 per family and $12 for
an assoclate (Will attend no more than three regular monthly
meat.ngs) . -
Members are entitled to receive the monthly newsletter,
hava‘acceas to tne software Jlibrary and attend all general
meetings, seminars and workshops sponsored by the Group.
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p o

WESTERXN N

LITREFALE EDITORIAL

Tais 1s it gang, my last editorz:zal! I’1ll still be shooting
my rmou-n otff, but 1t will be under a new title starting in this

news_.e-rar, 'NEWS VIEWS', Thilis page 1s, and should be,
reservacz tor the president of the group. (I always did think
that 7e "Editorial' title was mis-named... another one of my

Litt.e zoopoos.,.

This group needs fresh blood, young blood, with new ideas,
new ways of doing things! As a matter of fact, this whole damn
communlty needs 3ome of the same. (Enter subject title...
gstacge lert!)

I am not ungrateful for fairware, any kind will do so long
ag 1.t Keeps coming, but I do have a complaint with some of the

subracet matter 1n fwo areas; Artist files and music, This was
prougnt on py a compressed file of pictures that I spent almost
torty minutes downloading called '"Summerpak''. I discovered
arter de-arcing them that it was umpteen pictures of ""The Long
{ot Swemmer''. In disgust, I deleted the whole mess, and cursed
my pnene ball, | am sure there are some people out there that
w2ll Love having this file, but not me. It’s not my i1ntention

to Inflict my taste on the rest of the community, but I would
oreter to see some shots of Springsteen or the hot little
reahead that sings backup for him.

And while we'’re on the subject, how about a few bars of
'.'m on Fire'', those Wagner operas are wearing a little thin on
my rerwves. Better still, drag out a Kingston Trio album and
2opy tnat to those CALL SOUND(A,B,C)s.

P.ease don’t get me wrong, 1 am not knocking the fact tia-
ler’'s are a opit older than some (I fall right into the average
torty-tive plus group myself), it’s just that I and most 0or m~
Jroup would like a Jlittle spice in our lives. A lot of us ho..
one  tohot 1n the grave and the other on a banana peel, but w:
ratrer not be reminded of it every time we turn the COmMPLET &"

G L. |, [he best games we get these days are wversiocns o
solitare! Come <cn, programmers, we’'re a lot younger than .
004,

Speaking cf things new.. I'm hoping to change thi
aroind a bit 1in tne fall in this old newsletter, too, Orie
the Dbig things wi.l be more type in programs,.., big elabo:-
typa-ing.  Whether you know 1t or not, you need these, and m.
ct tha people seem to like them. I’m goirng to go back in
arcaives and dig out some old Xbasic stuff for this. T
wera 4 lot or neat programs in the old days that taught pe
48 ILnev typed them 1n. If you want to learn to program,
~3  the way. I'm going to make sure they aren’t on the DO

tI you want em, you’'re gonna have to type!

Ar.other new column I'm lcoking forward too will
hardware project section. Many of the group have prores-s-
~nt2rest in this, sc¢ let it be so.

(CONT. PAGE 7)
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— BASIC BASICS —

GETTING STRRTED IN FPROGRAMING!

NAILING A RELATIVE FILE

Last month we discussed the use of a relative file to gain
intormation over and above the program that created it. Now
I'm going to teil you how to "hack' out a "R'' file that you
know nothing about,

Let's assume that vyou have an accounting program that
miakes up a relative file for the figures you input., fou know
wnat goes into the file, but not in what order. If you are
going to use 1t for your own work, you have to know what comes
t.rst, second, atc,.

fou can get the name and size of the file via your disk
manager. It would probably say something like, I/F 254, or I/F
8¢ The size could be anything from 1@ to 255, depending on
how much information was put into it, and you will also need
the tile name. 1’11 call this filename, "STUFF'", and open 1t

Wi, aAd 3 WL i

1906 OPEN #1:"DSKn.,STUFF" ,RELATIVE,INTERNAL, FIXED 8@
119 IF ECF (1) THEN END

128 INPUT #1:A

138 PRINT A

149 PRINT RPTS('=",28) 15@ GQTO 119

There 13 a fifty-fifty chance that you will get a message,
"HILGE ERROR IN 12@0', otherwise you will get a batcnhn of numbers
printed out aown the screen., If a file error occurs, change
tne A" to an "AS$'" 1in both lines 120 and 138. Run the program
ajaln ana you snould get something printed, if you didn’t
batora, Tou will also get the dotted line *to separate the
racords,

Now, go to line 12@ and change it to "INPUT +1:AS$,BS",
Ciiange line 13@ to, "PRINT AS:BS$'". If a file error occurs
acta.n, change the ""BS'" to a "B'" in both lines. Keep this up
arit .l you get a file error on both a numeric and a string
var.able, i1.e. "F$' and '"'F'. When this happens vyou have
Jotien the data from all of the fields in the record. The file
9rror occurs because there i3 nothing left to read.

four only problem now is to determine what figures or text
means what. There isn’t much I can tell you about this because
1t 2 gtrictly a common—sense affair, For 1instance, vyou may
rincd that a dollars and cents figure 1s too long of a figure,
There may have been some portion of a penny that toock the

dec:mal place oo far out, In such a case you will have to use
dri. image statement to round orf.
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[ snould point out that the same type of thing can be done
with a sequential file. Things are a lot easier to find out
with one of these, though. All you have to do 1is LINPUT AS,
instsad of INPUT. The LINPUT will bring in the entlire record

and out a coma between the fi1elds. You can then break the
recors down and set up separate 1nputs accordingly.
Iry it out. Pretty soon you can get your hackers license,

24K OF DATA STCORAGE

_#--ﬂ—_#_”_———d-—__ﬂ—
_.‘-_—._--—_-——_-—_-_————*

If you need -o work with gquite a bit of data or would like
r 5 change programs, but save the data atter vyou press CALL
G, then you can set up the 24K of High-Memory in the PEB as
. s.nagle data file called CEXPMEM2''. You open this file Just
iz you wouid a disk file with one exception - you must PRECELD
. me OPFN statement with a CALL LOAD to the location -24574 as

'y L. 0WS

For INT/VAR files - 24
For DIS/VAR files - 16
For INT/FIX files - 8
For DIS/FIX files - 9

Here’s an example: If you want to open up the Expansion
Memcry for Display Variable 80 files, this is what you’d do:

10@ CALL INIT

11@ CALL LOAD(-24574,16)

50 OPEN #1:"'EXPMEM2" ,RELATIVE,UPDATE,DISPLAY,VARIABLE
39

Then continue on as you normally would.

[f you want to store both data and assembly language
~suf ines at the same time, do this:

1@¥@ CALL INIT

119 CALL LOAD(-24574,-16)

120 OPEN #1."EXPMEMZY

130 CALL LOAD ("'DSK1 . ASSML™)

149 CALL LOAD ("DSKZ, ASSMZ')

150 CALL LINK ("START')

160 REM CONTINUE REST CF PROGRAM

In the above example, the 24K of high-memory was saved ror
uge as a DATA fil.ie (DIS/YAR 8@ format), then the agsembly

rautines were loaded, The computer will look for the best
nlace to put the routines and will adjust the pointer
accardingliy. After the routines are loaded, a LINK statemen
gtar-~3 the first routine and off we go.

If t~hat’s not enough for you, you can also use trI°

MINI-MEMORY for 4K more of storage of assembly routines! Nc
tha-'s 16K of program space, 12K of assemply routine space.

PAGLE 4
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| MNIRSE

IH SH[IHT FARAGARPHS

o ) ]

»

By now, everyone on the 39 STEPS has run across a mention
of the TELCO terminal ©program, plus read a few rave reviews
about 1t, and certainly, it is one of the best of the numerous

term programs avallable. Charles Earl, out of Ottawa, Canada,

wroze this for both the TI-99/4A’'s and for the MYARC 9649, and
has 1ncluded some features previously unseen, ANSI, DG 410,
and ADM3A, are the included emulations, along with the expected
print spooler and auto-dialer, but beyond that, a few
surprises.,. A status line pictured continually at the bot*tom
ot the s3creen, displaying elapsed time, current baud-rate,
varity, log status, and spooler status. All nice touches, My
tavorite option was the CATALOG, which in addition to what the
name 1mplies, also protects, unprotects, and deletes. Finally,
tor those who appreciate an extraneous "do—hickey,'" (and for
tnose who hate the ''beep' function used by many term pProgs) ,
Yol can select a 4 note chime i1nstead! Remarkably, the chimes
ares pleasing to the ear and are welcome after many years of the
"beep.’” The only drawback I found with TELCQO wasg the large
amount of disk space it occupies, 257 Sectors. Apparently the

aurhor concurs, but explains "I bought a modem and didn’t like
what was out there (Terminal Programs), so I dove in over my

heac, and was forced to dig myself out.'" The resulting size orf
TEJLJ can be worrisome, yet one c¢an appreciate the auther’s
tnorsughness while he was ''digging his way out.'' See our

~liustrious and intrepid Librarian, Bob Coffey, for a copy oOf
tn.s program
x x b

Looking for additional hard and software for the TI can be
a !'rustrating experience, especially when you are Looking for
something like Yu-Can’s BUSINESS MANAGER, or Moonbeam’s STRIKE
ORCE 99, or the unlikely, TI's TINY LOGO. Welil, Texas
instruments and a few other manufacturers have left some
pockats of Tl-oriented inventorv: and a SuUrprilsing number ofrf
cartridges, hardware, and disk-relatea software still exist A
Tew of these ''pockets' are conducting an active business. Here
are 4 tew, along with a brier descriptive note:

CHILLCREN"S TI SOFTWARE- Send large SASE for brochure.
KlDware
1380-156th NE
Sulte HZ
Bellevue, WA 3982Q27
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GENERAL T HAKRDWARE AND SOFTWARE- $1 for catalog
Competition Computer
2629 West National
Milwaukee, WI 53204
Ph: (414) 672-4010

DISK ONLY T2 LOFTWARE- Free catalog
Disk Sortware
PO Box 244
Lorteon, YA 22079

pXTZNSIVE  TI  HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE- Call or write for

Darrell Ingold
61487 Olive
Bakersfield, CA 93308-2836
Ph: (80S5) 399-5945

GENERAL TI SCFTWARE, (TI Artist, Others)- Free catalog.
Texaments
53 Center Street
Patchogue, NY 11772
Ph: (8516) 475-3480
BES: (S5186) 475-6464

GINERAL TI SOFT AND HARDWARE- Call or write for catalog,.
L.L. Conner Enterprises
Computer and Electronics
1521 Ferry Street
Lafayette, IN 479@4
Ph: (317) 742-8146
Ph: (317) 423-4879

GiNERAL TI (INCLUDING THE 964@), HARD AND SOFTWARE- The
owner 1s a "'TI Evangelist Exrtraordinare.'' Use the listed BBS
nuawer for more details. BBS boasts of 168 Geneve users,
rnziuding 3 from Italy,

Qieen Anne Computer Shoppe
Seattle, WA
rPh: (286) 522-6558
BBS: (286) 361-a845
X

* x

Computer retailers are gearing up for the introduction of
e Lompact Disk hardware, as many manufacturers seemed to have

emoracea optical RCM tachnoloeogy, Some of the '"'buzz'' words
dround 1include terms like CD-ROM, (Compact Disk Read On.ly
Mdemory) ,  and  WORM, (Write once, read many) . Apple has a

planned introduction of their CD-ROM drive and it won't be long
berore other computer manufacturers will be pallyhooing their

owrt CU-RCMS. You can look for IBM and Hewlitt—-Packard systems
“r tne very near future. (Note: Since the 3 1/2 inch disk 1is
Avallianle to Ti'ers, CD-ROM is not far benind) . For the

ur zncanubered, here are a few facts to consider:

-4 CD-RCM  d.sk is lightweight and rugged, being slightly
urder & inches in liameter, yet can store up to 630 megapytes
5 permanent computer data. [t means that one CD-ROM could

petentiaily holda thne Encylopedia Britannica, Rogets Thesarius,
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and Webster’s Dictionary, (about 250,000 pages of text), in one
tall swoop.

~CJO—-ROM’s are wasy to store. Every telephone number in
tha J.5., ftor example, could be contained on five disks and be
Kept :n a desk drawer,

~Lespite the density of data, the error rate for a CD-RCM
dizk 13 lower than that of magnetic media.

~CO-KOMs are capable of storing digitized data from many
sources . including audio, 1mages, text, and graphics.

~Duplicates can be stamped out mechanically at a much
faster rate than magnetic media can be reproduced.

~Random access make CD=-ROMs ideal as reference book
rep.acements because they provide quick and easy access to
spezific 1ntormation. ’

X X X

AWARD OF THIS MONTH’S FREE DOM is being made to Axel K.
snodgrass of Waxanatchie, Texas, who has conducted massive
research 1nto new 99/4A frontiers. He has found that the round
Eggo watfles do not make good substitues for the floppy disk,
(esbecially 1f butter and syrup are used). Now see... 1if you
nac. submitted a better suggestion, old Axel might have been
~efz out in the cold! Insure that this won’'t happen again by
seradingy in a helpful TI hint or worthwhile suggestion, (and if
~e usge 1t 1n thiz column, a free DOM will be yours). Usae
erther U.S, Ma1l., <(address on vpage 1), or leave your
sucgestion on 3¢ Steps, using the PRIVATE mode.

GuY—6/88
EDITORIAL CONT,
> conclude, [ want to say once again, a very heartfelt
nanks o my super staff, Rich D, Bob Coffey, Liz Seib, JoAnne
>uttner, and Mary Ann Robscon, I couldn’t have made it through

~hege last three years without you and your predecessors.

Kespectfuly Submitted
Harry T. Brashear; Prasident (Retired)

EDITOR’”S NOTE: Harry has been promoted from copyboy to
aditor affective mmediately,
FOR SALE: DMP 30@ PRINTER CAN BE USED WITH IBRM OR
I, LITTLE USED, FINE NLQ MODE. ORIGIONAL COST
3300 .98. ASKING $100.2Q0¢ CALL 837-2934 AND ASK
FOR HARRY SANDERS

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE WESTERN NEW YQUR 99ERS
wILL BE JULY 13TH PAYNE AVE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AT
7 PM. FOCCD AND GOODIES WILL BE ON THE HOUSE
THAT NIGHT. IT WILL THE LAST MEETING FOR THE
YEAR UNTIL SEPTEMBER 14TH.

"—“__-—_—__—___-__H—u__i
PAGE 7
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TYPE IT IH.

:FJIRDGEHI'I OF THE HDHTH

T"his months type—in is a TY test pattern and color check.
time to time fto set my
colors, so 1t’s a handy utility to nave around. The
.3 to give you programming practice, and this one 13 very
constructed. Let me know what you learned!

e — T R T T W e ] e gy .coas sl iy s e A IS S BN I NS E-EEE AN B W e gy Seage g wli sl G LA el S T e - " Caew G

ALl CLEAR DISPLAY AT (1,4):'" Televizion Alignment
Canarator'' 3 CALL CHAR(131,''0900Q0013000ABACL'") « .
(AL CHAR(128, 00V FFRVRABLVRA'")
CALL CHAR(129,''18138181818181318"'') :: CALL
CHAK (3130 ,'1818318FF181381818') :: FCR A=1 TC 500
A
CALL CHARSET :: CALL SCREENC(8) :: CALL CLEAR ::
DISFLAY AT @WS,1) : 'Select Punction...'' :: DISPLAY
ATWY 1) " 1)Center Dot 2)Cross Haair'

DISELAY AT(13,1):"' 3 VYVertical lines 4)Horizontal
Lines’
DISEFLAY AT(].? 1)
DISFLAY AT (21 ,1) . .
CALL FHEY(@,3,C) :: IF C=8 THEN 15@
CALL CLRAR ::¢ CALL SCREEN(@2) :: CALL COLOR((2,16,2) ::
CAall COLOR(13,16,2):: 1F B<49 THEN 120 IF B>55 THEN
129 |
ON L=-4¢8 GOTO 18@,190,200,218,2290,230, 330
CALL HCHAR(13,15.131):: GOTO 1590
ALl CHAR(1IZS8, "3Q00R0AFrFAuegew’') «
HOHAAR 13,1 ,123,32) ¢« CALL VCHAR (1,1 5,129,24) :;
HoHAR 713, 15 13> ¢« GOTO 150
- ”CHAR(]., L,129,909)

NEXT

' 5YCrosshatch 6)Color Subset"
7Y End. H

CALL
CALL

GOTO 158
CALL HCHARC(1,1,128,9Q00) :: GOTO 159
CAL] HCHAR(l,.l,lE@,‘B@@) . GOTO 1509
(

ALl CLEAR :: CALL CHARSET :: CALL SCREEN(8) :

JuzPLlaY AT(O,1) :""Select Subset' DISPLAY AT(l@,l):”
lJuated Rainbow 2)Red Purity!

JLor LAY AT(14,1):" 3)Green Purity 4)Blue Purity"

CaLll KEY(@@,8,0):: IF C=@ THEN 250

ir < THEN 130 ¢ IF B>S2 THEN 150

ON L-«8 GOTO 2g0, 300,310, 320

CALL SCREENZ) 0 CALL CLEAR :: CALL COLORK(7.,7,7) ::
cALL COLOR(A,11,11):: CALL COLCR(S5,13,13):: CALL

CoLUR 4,5,5) 0y CALL COLOR(3,14,14)
Call, VCHARCCL,L1,83,96) ¢ CALL VCHAR(1,8,73,96) :: CALL
TQ%!R A,19,n7,%6) ¢ CALL VCHAR(1,22,59,96) : ¢ CALL

AR 1,29,32 ,96) 0 GOTO 250

{HLI CLEAR CALL SCREEN(7):: GOTO 25@
cAaLl, ULEAR CALL SCREEN(13) :: GOTO 234
LA LL LR CALL SCREENC(S) :: GOTO 239
N
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PR-BASE DATA CHARTS

‘he two following pages are based on an article from the
LA 95ers group. Working with the borders in the PR-Base Create
Frogram can be a little confusing for averybody. This chart 1is
tased or 12 square, logical c¢onfiguration, so selecting the

pieca2sg you need should be a lot easisr. Press <CTRL> and the
corrasponding letter for the part you want. |
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PR-BASE EDITING COMMAND KEYS

CrCTN> KEY OPERATION

—-__—"_-—_——t——_ﬂ_————ﬂ

UP CURSOR
LEFT CURSOR
RIGHT CURSOR
DOWN CURSOR
DELETE CHARACTER
INSERT SPACE
*DANGER ERASE SCREEN
QUTPUT TO PRINTER
PROCEED
*DANGER RETURN TO TITLE
NO SCREEN SAVED
CENTER> CURSOR TO NEXT LINE
[ ] UPPER CASE INPUT
% b UPPEK/LOWER CASE

YolNo N~ IS I NI e i gp BN 0 o 5

SCREEN COLOR CHOICE AT TITLE
PRESS "'F''" FOR FOREGROUND
PRESS '"'B'' FOR BACKGROUND

SN A Rl el — —-l-—----—-l-—Fi—Fi_-—-l-h-_—-F—-—I‘_-—-“—————-—l--——-u——--u-_-—--—-
e el bl el sl D S TEES SRS el gl WIS

-—-——-—-1—_—-—-——_.-—.—.—..__—_._—.—_—

DATA MANAGEMENT COMMANDS

A=ADD RECORD L=PRINT LABELS
B=BOOT DATA BASE N=GOTO SCREEN #%
C=CUNTROL CODES O=PROGRAM OPTIONS
D=DELETE RECORD P=PRINT SCREEN

E=EDIT RECORD @=QUIT PR-BASE
F=KFIND STRING R-REDPORT I'RINT
G=GLOBAL SEARCH S=5SCRT INDEX
H=HELP COMMANDS U=USE INDEX

FCUN X=SCROLL TO NEXT SCREEN

PCUN E=5CROOL TO PREVIOUS SCREEN
FCUN D=NEXT ALPHA SCREEN

FCTN sS=PREVIOUS ALPHA SCREEN

CTRL X=RAPID SCROQL SCREEN 1 TO END
CTRL =Z=RAPID SCRQOL SCREEN END TO 1
CTRL J0=FIRST ALPHA SCREEN
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wal.,, here 1 am in a new corner, News and VYiews. I1I’'m not
gire wiat vou're going to find here yet, but you can count an
wl.d ©cumors, s landerous commentary, and whatever other little
nizeties I happen to think of. As a matter of fact, since [ no
lznger lead this group, I can talk about things that I couldn’t
before,., thisg could get interesting!

WHATS NEW? The PICASSO Publisher should be available from
Tenex 2y now, This one will be an exclusive from them since 1t
was L[h21ir copyrights that were compromised by Arto Heino when
he wrote the thing. The Picasso Utility Pack will probably be

arotrer thirty cdays. I recommend the program highly to anyone
tnat does any publishing, but do get both PFPicasso and the
Uril.ties. They really need eacn other.

FIRSTBASE, the new data base from Genial Computerware 18
gupprsad to one coming out by the time you read this. 1 am
Lock.rng ftorward to this program, but at the same time, [ have
g me coubts, to2¢0, 1 really have Lo question the need for 32000
racorcz of 300VY bytes each, with 75 tftields allowed 1i1n each
racorc. Do they really plan on competing with DBASE II1I7 I
gless the idea 18 to allow us to say, '""We have 1t too!', I1f 1t

raat.y does what they say 1t will do, then the $49.95 asking
pr.ceae 13 ok.

Tre new version of WRITEREASE trom Corcomp 1sn’t out yet,
[»’3 1ot CorComp’s fault though. I called them about a week
a3go, a1d the nice lady president told me 1n a roundabout way
tnat they were having author probliems, That seems to be
avervbody’' s excuse these days. (Think I’1l1l save that for
""Yiews ') I am a registered owner of WriterXase and my biggest
comp.aint was that I couldn’t add to the dictionary, now I

can,; .. goon I hope.

There’s 3Joing to be a new newspaper coming out of Asgard
real =zdoon, 1he Asgard Newsletter, Subscriptions are at a
prep.tlication cost of $6.80. There will be news 1in it from
al. over the TI community, and it will also be used as a metnod
of wseaping yoa up on all the great releases from Asgard. OSend

vyour money to: Asgard Software, P.O. DBox 18386, Rockville Md,

.I'""'\ra"' = 1
A b 3'.3-5'(.

VIR FRCM THE POINT: Every single hardware company 1is

having software author problems. I know there’s two sides to
avery story but there’s something wrong somewnere, HMyarc 1is
blainling every problem they nave on their M-DOS autnor. They
giy taat they can't release all their other software because
rre X)3 1an’t Ffinianed. that the author went to Florida ftor two
waex: and woulan’® finish the product.. etc., etc. They also
claim 1t is zosting them hundreds of thousands of dollars to
nave chis sortware completed, Would vyou go to Florida 1if
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somecne was paying you all that money? Somebodys full of it!i!!
Un the other hand, how come so many of these guys that are
“he opl.llers of the community become such prima-donnas as saoon

133 1ney make a few bucks. The software egos are the biggest in
~ne werld. Tou wouldn’t believe the stories I could tell you
ipouz people that are sweet as sugar... until they get behind
~he ccmputer. Let me tell you folks, the guys that are coming
>ut or the woodwork, the humble first timers, are the ones thart
are getting the Jjobs done, not the old timers. They seem to be

rore wrapped up .n their reputations than proving the TI can
Jet wne -~ob done.

. think everybody’s wrong, it would be better if the
narcware companyles put out a call for programs that they need

and put a price tag on them. Then let the authors do their

T rhnxroa, Firot finishoed product AND scource coude yeits Lhe price,
Tne competition would be keen and the companies could get the
procucts., Everyboay would be happy, including us, the end

13 el s,

R :l'i'l'-ﬁ'r 2
e s

‘.-‘ . L}
s
) ‘. -'. -. .'-
SRS

Cul o m W

Disk e Month

Diskname DOM:06/88 Total Sectors 358 Files 21

lllll

(READ-ME! D/V 8¢ 4 Read this text file!
BANKEOOKL PGM 81932 33 Bank Accounting pgm, part 1
BANKBEOOKZ PGM 7020 4 " H "', part 2
BOCT PGM 6656 27 Main Menu

BULZARDI1 PGM 38132 33 Buzzard Bait, part 1
BULZARDZ PGM 788 4 H ', part 2
BULZZARD3 PGM S12 3 ' ', part 3

CHARAML PGM 1239 b Character set for BOOQOT
GCAAKS D/ F 3 4 QObject code, GCHARS

G AARS, S D/V 30 21 Source code, GCHARS
GUAAKRS,/ XB PGM 233 3 XB demo of GCHARS

HEAR, TEST PGM 88136 36 Test your hearing

KA. 30CM PGM 3322 14 Kaboom, old favoritae

LUAD - PGM 7933 S Loads BOOT

MCGRSE PGM 3534 15 Morse code generator, fast!
NEAT, DOCS D/V 1% 4 Docs for NEATLIST

NEATLIS PGM 7327 39 Fast load of classic NEAT LISTar
P INTW]IZ D/V =1 17 Review of Printer Wizard
STARJ PGM 8132 33 Star Gazer I1I1I

TRIT, LOAD  PGM 31 2 Loads YESTERDAY

TELTERDAY  I/ZV 254 ol Beatle’s YESTERDAY song
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TIDBYTES FEOH

R

(EERIE MUSIC REQUIRED)

THE BLUE LIGHT SPECIAL
(VARIATION ON A THEME)

I was standing at the c¢checkx-out register ot the store
ben:nada a4 tall young man that had a satin bed cover in his arms.
when 17 was his turn at the register, he turned the parcel over
©“3 tne gJ1rl at the counter with a pleasant '""Hi' and a smile.

The comforter was packaged in a clear. plastic bag with a
Zipper across the top, and the girl opened the zipper and began
o run her hands down between the folds of cloth.

'what are you doing?'' the man inquireaq.

"wWe are required to check anything packaged like this.'
the girl told haim.

"Check for what?'" the man returned.

"Stolen 1tems.'' she answered.

Tne look on the girls face clearly stated that she really
d1icn’'t want to do this but her job would be in jecopardy 1f she
Ad1an’ b

>.addenly, the man’s nice disposition did a complete
about-fface, and he screamed rignt into the poor girl’s face, "I
<koLNT ""HAT! HOW DARE YOU ACCUSE ME OF STEALING SOMETHING!"

'.'m sorry, sir,'' she said, ''but I HAVYE to. I[t’s nothing
personda.,

‘. take 1t VERY personally!' he said, yvyanking the package
From 1er arms. "lLet’s be absolutely sure I haven’'t stolen
anythiag., YOU’RE NOT DOING IT RIGHT!"

I'1.3 guy tore open the zipver that the girl had already
~_osed up. pulled the comforter out of 1t’s container and shook
.t out all over the counter,

"HERZ, DID YOU SEE ANYTHING THAT I STOLE?" he shouted

"y bt

1gain.

The girl was fast turning into Jelilo and everybody 1n the
rror.t 95 the stora was now watcning the controntation.

'Y ease sir, [I'm gorry, 1I’'m sure vyou didn’t steal
anvihlog, It's Just something that =They requlire me to do. We
1dave nad prob.ems with peopls2 putting cleothing and other
xrzi1clia2s 1nto thede <i1nd of packages and walking ourt."

oY SHOULD BE SORRY, BABE, BUT WE HAD BEST MAKE
JLJTELY SURE § mAYEN'T STOLEN ANYTHING, HADN'T WE!"
tne gquy emptled his pockets and tThrew everything on the
-ne c¢ounter, then ne ripped off nis snirt and threw 1t on top
o T t*e Dlag,
‘S, NOTHING IN MY POCKETS AND NOTHING UNDER MY OSHIRT!Y
Then he reacned down and took of his shoes and 30cCcks.
PUONL2SS THIS sTORE NCW SELLS SOCKS WITH PRE-rORMED  HOLES,
CHOC K AE CERTAINLY MINE, AREN’T THEY ! "
Aneaven knows, I KNEW wnat was coming next. The sales
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~irls face nad turned bright red by this time and she was Just
ctanding there with ner hand on her hip, and a ''why-me'
expression on her face., Many people that were Just watcning
nefore now Dbegan to gather around the end of the counter with
19 grins on their taces, [ was a bit embarrassed myselit, but
it the same time, 1 was enjoying the show and getting a good
.augh at some of the younger female shoppers that were egging
this guy on., The only person that wasn't paying attention was
= short, fat guy next to the door busily pounding out something
¢n nl1s caicu.ator.,

Yep, 3hore enough, off came the guys pants. There he
stood, 1n nothing but a pair of blue bikinni underwear.

"1 THINK WE HAVE CARRIED THIS FAR ENOUGH!'" the guy shouted
st the girl., "YOU MAY KEEP YCUR BLANKET, AND REST ASSURED THAT
I WILL NEVER MAKE ANY KIND OF PURCHASE IN THIS STORE AGAIN!'

With that, he put his pants back on, picked up the rest of

15 clothes, and walked out of the store in his bare rfeet. Of
course, the .ady customers gave him a round of ‘applause -as he
ettt The sales girl stutfed the comforter back i1nto 1ts

plastic wrapper, gave me a bewildered look and checked me out.
As ] lert the store [ noticed a car pulling out of the

parking lot with the little ftat guy driving and our showman 1in
the passenger set.

The next day, I caught a little newspaper article in the
nottom corner of the back page,

March 21, 2192: KAYMART REPORTS THEFT OF CLASS C ANDROID.
ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLAR LOSS WILL BE PASSED ON TO
CUSTOMERS BY  MERCHANDISE PRICE INCREASES., SALESGIRLS TO BE
BETTER INFORMED OF NEW PRODUCTS TO PREVENT FUTURE LOSSES,

HANNOURCENENTS

THE ROCHESTER USERS GROUP
WILL HOLD A PICNIC- SWAP
MELT ON JUNE 30 AT GENESEE

PARK IN ROCHISTER. PLEASE
CALL BOB OSBOENI AT SUPER

SOYT Y0R DIRECTIONS. THIS
WIill B A GRIXIAT CHANCE TO
TO0 HOBENOB WITH OUR FRIENDS
FROM THYI OUTER LIMITS.

1 716 663 03397

BRING YOUER OHH BASKET!
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REVIERS

WHETS NEW IN HakRD &aiND SOFTHARE |

~ONCERNING YOUR PRINTER. ...

' am not a techie., That’s obvious, I own a TI99 instead
of an AT clone or a super deluxe, 2000K laptop with a built
in 13dmeqg hard 4drive that runs on a penlight battery., On the
otner hand, I have gotten -to be a real printer snob,
"Gem1ini'', that’s the only printer name I recognise when
rezading through my various catalogs and magazines. Frankly,
1f vou don’t have at least an NX-19, yocu’re missing a 1lot,
particularly 1f you are doing more than jJust writing the
occaszlonal letter on your TI,

I owned a Gemini 15 for over five vyears, dumping
litera.ly millions ©of characters through 1t, and i1t never let
me down, However, as all things must do, 1t finally wore
out, «ni with much unhappiness, I sold it’s lifeless hulk for
parts., To make a long story short, I went right out and
boigh: myself a Gemini NX-10 from Midwest Micro—Peripherals
($159.683). The tfact 18, that this printer 1s no longer made
by Star Gemini, but there are gquite a few of them still
availlable through Computer Shopper. The NX-1@ has been

updatad by the NX--1000, which 1s essentially the same machine
ex-ep. that the Zront panel font access has been expanded.
50 what’'s changed over the years that I owned my old

reliapie ""fifteen''? First of all, a lot of the graphics
characters that were once considered a part of the ANSII
code, are now considered IBM code. In order to get to these
characters, vou now have to change a dip switch 1n the
printaer. If you never go into graphics mode for TI-Artist or
equal, that’s fine, but if you do..., well, you’'re going to
find out how long a dip switch will last. This 1s my only
corplsinet with +the printer, They shoulid make the dips

aczeszable from the outside, like they did on the old Gemini.
They are now unasr the print head track, so you have to raaise
a .iw.tle ©plastic cover to change them. No big deal, Just a
paln Iin the Tfanny.

Jhat makes the printer so great 1is the many new things
1t wi.l do. All of the old commands are still there and are
pretzy much the same... condensed - CHRS(13), emphasized -
CrES (U7X ;CHRS (69) ,  etc, But now you alsoc have NL& (near
lettar guality) =hat 1s the most magnificent font you ve ever
geen, harely a dot shows up. There 13 micro-reverse and page
reverie, Lor backing the document up, There’s guad-density
Yor 3uper dark graphics, and how about this...
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DOUBLE HIGH

IRIFLE HIGH

Rl Lnose iines wera done wilth a command,
CAakSedy ) 3 OHRS (184) ;CHRS (1 or 2). Here’'s a few other items:

L. tou can set both left and right margins with a
sincle zommand. |

2. 4il character styles can be set to print in BOLD.

J. Jroportional spacing can be had in pica or elite.

4, {ou can set a single master print mode for
comiinations of print styles.,

>. tou may add dct spaces between characters to spread
“hemr out .

6 . To2u may dump new character definitons to the
Srinte s

4

7 J1xteen character macros are allowed.

That s most of the important commands, but there are
nany otner minor ones that will greatly enhance your document
orinting.

Ther= 1s no way that either of the NX’'s are going to win

aIny speed races. The best you get is 120 CPS, 3@ letter
zua.ityv, out really, who needs it., It’s my belief that the
taster y:iL. go, the sooner you’re going to wear out. If you
need spaed, I suggest you go to one of Gemini’s 24 pin
~onder:s .,

“hera’s one other minor detail I would like to bring up,
though, anc tnat’s the ribbons. I c¢ried a river when I
thought :T  Jiving up those $1.95 sgspool ribbons the older
seminls used, but I find that with a little shopping, $3.60
~1.i. Dbuy :the cartridges that these machines use. Sorry, no

yain 1in u4sage time, but they do seem to last just as long. I
“nink 1t Ls a small price to pay for this versitility.

REVIEW: AVATEX MODEMS

Thers are as many modems out there to pick from as there
1R Drintar s, However, Just as the Gemini family of printers
nas  made 1t’s marx 1n tne Tl community, so has the Avatex
nodem, Wi Jo with wnat works! I’'m not saying that there
aren t any other gooa modems, 1t’s Just that Avatexs tend to
‘utnumber the aothers -y at least two to ocne. (That’s my
“p3ervatiir, not offizial.)

-

- parsonally own an Avatex 1208, and our board, the 39

steps, 13 ranning on an Avatex 1208hc. The '‘he¢’ means Hayes
.ompatapie, and 1t really 1is! In case you don’t know, the
“aves stancard 1s the one we all go by when checking out the
recnanics o modems. If 1t’s not Hayes compatable, don’t buy
»t, 12’8  3ust that simple, Therse are degrees or

compataoir.ity, thougn., The 1208 that [ own is “almost'',
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because you can’'t get to the "S" registers in it and 3¢t
doesn’t nave a speaker. The lack of +*hese two items has
never slowed me down or been a problem in any way.

Both Avatexs are 300/1200 baud, have a full compiiment

orf dip switches on the back, and activity lights on the
tront . Also, there i3 a voice/modem switch on the front for
quick acceas, This comes 1in real handy when vyou use your
term program to dial voice like I do. I will tell you =zhat
1f you rave the remotest idea of ever running a bulletin
board, tne 1200 won’'t do the job because of the lack of ''g"

register control.

My Avatex has been running flawlessly for almost two
years now, [ originally paid about $125.00 for my unit, but
I nave seen them in Computer Shopper for as little as 369.20.
The '"hc'' runs around 25% more and it° may be worth it to Yy ou
for the universal compatability. I happen to know that the
'he'' works equally well on most other computers.

[he only drawback to any modem you buy today for the TI
13 that you can’t get a cable to attach it to your RKS-232

card, 8o you nave to make your own. This is not a hard Job,
oput 1r you aon’t want to tackle it, there are lots of folks
around that will do it for vyou. The following drawing shows
the pin outs that I have used on many different setups. It
requires elght wire cable, and I DO NOT recommend using flat
stutf. ©Go to an electronics store and get round cable. It’s
1 lot easier to solder and is more flexable. You will need
two male RS-4232 "D' connectors and the shields that go around
~hem, These can be had at Radio Shack for $4 .95 each,

connector and shield in one pack.
Use tne following diagram and you won’t go wrong.

U‘llr.wl\)l—h

1
3
2
g
20
/
4
D

cao[wcn

N

b

Tl RS2Z232 7O HAYES MODEM
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SCROLLS AND BITS
Firgt, I’d like to put a call ocut to anyone who might
know how to control the '""Epson'' and "IBM' modes for a Star
NX-.d4, without having to change those darn dip switches. I
gsaw 1n the Feedback section of April ’'88 MICRCOpendium that
someone found how to do this for a Star Gemini 1@ printer,
but unrortunately 1t doesn’t work for the newer NX-1@ series.
Any he.p would be greatly appreciated!
Tkrocde of you who use the BOOT program from any DOM on
other clsks may have found that they .sometimes need more

optlions than are available on the 2-page menu. The proper
way to gat another Z-page menu on that same disk is to copy
BCOT +to another disk, rename it BOOU (or another 4 character

rname) , and then copy it back to your original disk.

Aizo you’ll need to go into a sector editor and - search
your <ncd menu program’for ""D5SK1.BOOT'" and change it to the
new ti:ename, ''DSK1.BOCU", As you can see, you could have
the Znc menu 1n your Z2nd drive,

After changing the filename with the sector edltor you
snould go into your lst menu, and make the last option your
Zind menu, That way vyou can go directly into your 2nd menu
- from the 1lst. L I - T

I have not needed to do this on the DOM because we
haven’'t had more programs on the DOM than BOOT can handle,
but 1f you have more than. 358 free sectors on- your own disks,;

or if ~you want to run a 2-disk menu, ‘you can do it w1thout':fw

]

"gqoing through the TI title screen again,

- Ok, betore [ forget, the reason Yﬂtheed a sector editor .
to <change "DSK1,BOOT' ta.“DSKl BOOU" is becaussa you want to .

‘gsave your changes to the new menu, -not the 1st one!

Ok, I set out to try and Sector edit Archiver v2. 4 80 1t?}ff

would go back to the BOOT menu through the Funnelweb loader, ..
but I cidn’t have any luck, 8o 1 guess you’ll  have to. keep
sweatirg 1t out by going - through the TI title screen. I .
tried all the tricks I know to get it to work, but I Just
" cou.dn’'t get it to recognlze the BOOT program. It was a nice

thought, though! ‘ -~ 57.~-'_> e

I tdlk&d about the PIC—PACKS last month and they  were
mildly successful. [ have archived 3 more, PIC-PACKS #4, #5,
and #b6, Like before, they all contain 14 full-screen:
pictures 1in Artist format, and can be converted to Graphx
format with MAX-RLE. S

A new library catalog will not be available until
September, but at least there were update lists in the Dec
87 anc April 88 issues of the Interface, so you know most
of what .8 new in the library. I really wanted to have a new
cataloc :eady for handing ocut at the June meeting, but it
zust lzn' t going to be ready.

1 have recieved a few orders by mail, and I’'m grateful
to thoze people, I hope all of you were satisfied with your
orders, For the rest of you, ""lIsn’t there something in thcse
new il1sty that interests you?'" I know it isn’t cost-effective
to get everything on the list that you want, but I’m sure you
wil. find some real gems in there. | - |

I'm more than willing to explain the programs to you if
you'd like to know more about them before you order. For
those of you who don't have it, my address is: Bob Coffey,
Jr.,, 1UZ Woodgate Road, Tonawanda, NY 14150, -
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CALL US SFOR THE BEST PRICES ON YO0R

BUIFIALD COMPUTER
- CENTER “

3060 MAIN ST NEAR EGGERT

DSDD BONUS DISKS 11 6.95
DSDD FUJ DISKS 10 9.95
GENERIC DISK BOXES
HOLDS 50 . . . 3.95
HOLDS 75 . . . 5895

SUREE SUPRESSDES
. £87z OFF

~ COMPUTER NEEDS - 835-0648 et
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