


THE WEST PENN 99'ERS IS NOW CELEBRATING THE COMPLETION OF IT'S SECOND YEAR OF EXISTANCE !
YOU CAN ALL BE PROUD OF THE FINE JOB OF REPRESENTING TI'ERS AND COMPUTER USERS IN GENERAL.

NOVEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT

FROM JAN TRAYERS
FXRKRKKRREREREERRRRRNRNKKRRR R RKRKK K

11717 CASH ON HAND $ 45,00
11717 LIBRARY SALES 27.00

" MICROPENDIUMS 20,79

X
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X MEMBERSHIPS 15.00
¥

L DISK. ETC. 196.00
X SALES

¥

X RAFFLE 29.00
¥

X MANUAL 12.00
¥

X DONATION 9,00
¥

X T.SHIRT 2.00
¥

X TATAL $358.75
X COST RAFFLE PRIZE - 95,00
X

K TOTAL INI.75
¥ 11/25 BANK DEPOSIT -308.75
¥

¥ 11/25 CASH ON HAND $ 45.00
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¥ 11/17 BANK BALANCE 722,25
X

¥ 11/2% POSTAGE - 83,12
L ——
¥ &39.13
¥ 11/23 MICROPENDIUM . 21.00
X ——
L) 618.13
¥ 11/2% DEPOSIT + 308,75
x  eem———
¥ BALANCE $924.608
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THe DECEMBER MEETING wILL BE HELD ON THE USUAL
THIRD TUESDAY (15TH) AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF THE COVENANT ON THE CORNER OF OAK AND FOURTH
STREETS IN DOWNTOWN IRwIN, PA 15146.

THERE’'S NO TELLING WHAT WILL HAPPEN, BUT THE BEST
GUESS IS THAT ALL WHO WILL ATTEND WILL LEAVE THERE WITH
SOMETHING FOR THEIR TROUBLE. AND EVEN IF YOU DON'T
LEARN ANYTHING ABOUT THE TI, JAN TRAYERS ALWAYS MAKES
SURE THAT NOONE WILL GO AWAY HUNGRY.

THE BUSINESS MEETING WILL COMMENCE FrRom /:00 To
ABOUT /:45, FOLLOWED BY DEMONSTRATIONS, DISCUSSION, AND
AT ABOUT 8:30, CLASSES WILL BEGIN.

SOME ARE STILL UP IN THE AIR, BUT WE HAVE A GO ON
THE BASIC crLAss conpucTeD BY ERIC KEPES, so BRING YOUR
BASIC MANUALS. ( THANKS STAN FOR TAKING OVER LAST MONTH
EVERYONE WAS PLEASED WITH THE FIRST CLASS)

As OF THIS WRITING I COULD NOT GET IN TOUCH WITH
GENE AS TO THE STATUS OF THE ASSEMBLY CLASS, OR WITH
STAN TO SEE IF ANYTHING FURTHER WAS TO BE DONE WITH
TI-WR1TER OR PASsCAL.

[F You WERE IN THE ADVENTURE CLASS, COME PREPARED
IF YOU ADVENTURERS CAN FIND THE RIGHT WORDS TO REACH
THE SAME PLATEAU AS THE REST OF US. (THINK ON THAT TILL
MEETING NIGHT)

The AVPC From DIJIT SYSTEMS 1S Now AVAILABLE FOR
220. BY WRITING DIJIT SYSTEMS 4345 HORTENSIA STREET
SAN DIEGO, CA 92103 (619) 295-3301 FOR INFORMATION.

* INsTAaLLS IN PEB * G997 CoMPATIBLE W/EXISTING
* 80 CLmMn. WrRD. Processing TI-99/4A PROGRAMS.

* 192K oF Vipeo RAM * RGB Vipeo

¥ 512 CoLor PaLETTE * HieH Res. Bit-MapPeD GRAPH.

* Up 1o 8 SPRITES PER LN. * Mouse & LiGHT PeEN PorT

* SupporTs Vipeo OverLay * SupporTs VIDEO DIGITIZING
(Vipeo outPuT 1 voLT P-P @ /5 OHMS ANALOG RGB)

(NoT coMPATIBLE W/ SEARS/SANYO, ZENITH, OR OTHER 5 VOLT
MONITORS INCLUDING TTL TYPE MADE FOR IBM-PC)

( WON'T WORK WITH THE VERY RARE “QI” CONSOLES, IDENT-
IFIED BY A SILVER COLORED SHIELDING LOOKING IN THE I/0
SIDE PORT. THE NORMAL CONSOLES USE A GOLD COLORED SHIELD
AROUND THE EDGE CONNECTOR)

ApD $4. FOR SHIPPING AND HANDLING. CA RES. 67 SALES TAX.

THE GRAMULATOR HAS BEEN DESIGNED AND IS READY FOR
PRODUCTION! Marxk VAN CoPpenNoLLE 52 AubpuBoN RoAD
HAaverHILL, MA 01830 (617) 372-0336 HAS STATED THAT A
GRAMULATOR wiLL cosT BETWEEN $130. AND $160. AND HAVE
ADDITIONAL FEATURES. HE IS LOOKING FOR SERIOUS INTEREST
AND IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, CONTACT HIM AT THE ABOVE
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER. THIS UNIT WILL NOT BE IN KIT
FORM BUT WILL BE FULLY ASSEMBLED AND TESTED, WITH THE
NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION. (How CAN THIS BE WHEN WE HAVE

HEARD OF GREAT PRODUCTS HAVE GONE OUT OF PRODUCTION BECAUSE OF THE HIGH COST OF DOCUMENTATION)
THE GRAMULATOR wILL ENABLE YOU TO CUSTOMIZE THE TI OPERATING SYSTEM, BACK-uP GROM anD ROM TYPE
CARTRIDGES, ACT AS A SUPER CART, ALLOWS LOADING USER WRITTEN GPL CODE, THE SOFTWARE NEEDED TO
LOAD AND SAVE GRAM AND GROM 1S BUILT-IN FOR INSTANT ACCESS. REQUIRES MEMORY EXP. AND DISK. THE
UNIT WILL AUTOMATICALLY SWITCH FROM GROM O 1o GROM 1 €eTc. As You LOAD. REALLY LOOKS GREAT! IF
YOU HAVE BEEN TRYING TO SELL YOUR GRAM KRACKER FOR $190.+ DOLLARS, BETTER HURRY!
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BETTING THE mlgm MI%SSETTE SYSTEM
NUMBER 17

UNDERSTANDING - UQEATIhEPAaTNJII) USING - CASSETTE FILES

;"”"““"“lﬂ""ﬂ"""""t"“""t""""""t""t"t"t"“ﬂ"":
g TO “OPEN" UP A CASSETTE FILE... FOLLOW THESE STEPS...

:""”“ﬂ":“"”HH":“""""":"tt"l"”t:"tt"""”:”t"tﬂ"”:
: 01 : 02 : 03 : 04 : 05 : 06 :
xmm:mn:uummn;xmmmntmnmmx:xmmmn:mmmm:

4
] LINE 2 4 § FILE 4
§ NUMBER ¥ NEED SPACE % OPEN i NEED SPACE t FILE SIBN & NUMEER X

—momm—me= § ——==————= § mm=—=———o- § =me—=———os § Z——=——==—== § m=m==m——===
§ =—======—= § =—======== § =m===———=c § ===—=——=== § ========== } z=========

, t ANY NUMBER l l l : t 1 70 255 :
:"""”Xtn:ﬂ""""""l""H"Hl""t"l"":"l"t"H"t“"“"ﬂ":
L 4 10 X L 4 OPEN : 4 # s 1 X

:tt"t""t":"ﬂt"t"l!:""“"Ut""t"t""":ﬂ""""tt:t"""“"t:
;"""tﬂ"t:l"t"l""X:t"t"t"t"§lﬂ"t""";"l"tl"tﬂ:"ﬂ"ﬂ"”:
; 07 : 08 : 09 : 10 ; 11 : 12 ;
!“t"t“"tt:tt""t""l:"t"t"t"t;t"t"lttt";""lt"tt";"“"tl"":

3

1 ¢ & DEVICE & & OPEN MODE %
tNEEDCOLCNlNEEDQUUTE!FILE NNE!NEEDQUDTE!NEEDCDMHA"-" = 3
1 ========= 4 z==s====== § INPUT OR 3
: : l CSl DR €52 l ; : ouTPUT :
;tt""““":“"l"ﬂ“t:H"“t"t":ttt"t""tt:!!t""t"“:"tl“ﬂﬂ":
; : : " : Cst : " : ’ : = CHOICE = Y
1330008002038 380083¢00030333088032883330803001230¢8 03302883 33300¢8830882820¢828% 4}

;t"t”””“:“X“““"t:“"tﬂ"Ut;tt"""t""""""""“"“ﬂ“ﬂ“
: 13 : 14 : 15 ; 16
:"!t"tt“":t“t"tﬂtH:"l"ﬂ"t";“t""ll"n"""”""tﬂttﬂ"UU:
| 1 FILE L 4 4 FILE TYPE FORMAT 3
$ NEED COMMA IORGANIZATIDM NEED COMMA & X
} ===s=ss===== } ========= f ========== § DISPLAY FORMAT = PRINTABLE ASCI] = 1%
§ :SEQUENTIN.: ;INTERMLFORHAT—MCHI?\ELMHGE—:
‘""t“!"ﬂ:ttl"lt"l";"l"""t”:"t""""!t"l""!"”tt“""!"H:
: ’ : SERUENTIAL ; ' : INTERNAL FORMAT = PREFERRED OPTION = H
13333008308 03303300000000830 333393323 0000800¢80300080333393300020¢333332330328338¢
:"t!ttt"l":"l“"ﬂ"“"""""H;"t"l""ﬂ:"H"t"t";""ﬂlt"":
]
X
]
3
'
X
1
L 4
]
4
1
1
]
b4

36

7t 18 $19 f 20 ¥ DEFALTS
e !
4 RECORD TYPE $ 5 % SEQUENTIAL §

NEED COMMA % § NEED COMMA & FILE LIFE
=== § FIXED LENGTH § =———===== § ==—===—==§ DISPLAY
I 170192 POSITIONS ¥ § PERWANENT &
tttttttttttt:ttttttittttttxlxxxxxxtttt;tttttxtxxttt:tttttttttttt:
, : FIXED Eo, § PERMANENT &

s
1333380330008 833308383080083308¢003080383803308¢%33003%338¢80333230¢8003082%228%28%24}

IXED 64

L X X 2 2 X X X _R_J
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LET’S TALK RAM DISK
BY JOHN F. WILLFORTH

WE HAVE A PROBLEM AS TI-894A USERS THESE DAYS THAT MOST MARKET VIEWERS
AND MANY TI OWNERS WOULD NOT HAVE BELIEVED POSSIBLE JUST A FEW MONTHS AGO.
THERE ARE FOUR MAJOR VENDORS OF RAM DISKS 1N THE U.S.A.. THERE IS ALSO A
VARIETY OF FEATURES AND SIZES IN THESE UNITS, SOME OF WHICH ARE NOT FOUND
IN UNITS BEING PRODUCED FOR ATARI, CoMMODORE, APPLE, OR THE P.C. LINES OF
COMPUTERS. THE BIGGEST PROBLEM FACING THE USER NOW IS “WHICH TO BUY?”.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS ARTICLE IS TO PROVIDE SOME THOUGHTS AND FACTS TO
HELP YOU DECIDE. THE NEXT SEVERAL PARAGRAPHS ARE NOT INTENDED TO PROMOTE
ANY ONE OF THE RAM DISKS MENTIONED, AND MAY CONTAIN ERRONEOUS INFORMATION,
HOPEFULLY BY OMISSION RATHER THAN COMMISSION.

FirsT A RAM DISK 1S BY DEFINITION, A SOFTWARE/FIRMWARE SUPPORTED RAM
CIRCUIT BOARD EMULATING A DISK. 1.E. A CIRCUIT CARD, THAT WHEN PLUGGED INTO
YOUR PEB, WILL ALLOW YOU TO STORE AND RETRIEVE DISK TYPE FILES TO/FROM THE
UNIT WITH THE SAME EASE AS YOU WOULD TO YOUR PHYSICAL DIsk DRIVE (DSK1 For
EXAMPLE). BecAause RAM Is A NON-MECHANICAL DEVICE, IT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE
DELAYS OF POSITIONING A READ/WRITE HEAD OVER A CYLINDER (TRACK), AND WAITING
FOR THE DISKETTE TO NOW ROTATE TO THE DESIRED SECTOR, AND THEN READ/WRITE
DATA FROM/TO THE SPINNING DISK IN SERIAL (LIKE CASSETTE) FORM. THESE THREE
MECHANICAL LIMITATIONS ARE THE MAIN REASON THAT DISKS ARE SLOW. YES, DISKS
ARE ABOUT AS MUCH FASTER THAN CASSETTES AS RAM DISKS ARE FASTER THAN DISKS!
Ir you Buy onNE, YOU WILL ENJOY THAT KIND OF IMPROVEMENT, NO MATTER WHICH
BRAND YOU BUY.

THE MAJOR TWO TYPES oF RAM DISKS are THOose usine DYNAMIC RAM (MYARC,
CORCOMP) anp STATIC RAM (HORIZON, MIKE BALLMAN ennancep HORIZON [ soLp BY
Bup MiLLs 1).

* DYNAMIC RAM 1S LESS EXPENSIVE, LARGER CAPACITY, BUT REQUIRES MORE
SUPPORT CIRCUITRY, DRAWS MORE POWER, AND IS MORE CUMBERSOME TO
SUPPORT IF THE POWER IS LOST (LIKE TURNING OFF THE PEB).

* STATIC RAM 1S LOWER POWER AND THUS EASY TO SUPPORT DURING POWER
OUTAGES. THEY ARE MORE EXPENSIVE, TAKE MORE SPACE ON A BOARD, AND
THUS FOR THE AMOUNT MEMORY NEEDED: MORE EXPENSIVE THAN DYNAMIC RAM.

I WOULD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT ADDITIONAL FEATURES. THE FIRST ONE THAT I

AM MOST ASKED ABOUT, IS THE SPOOLING FEATURES. ALL BUT THE HORIZON AND THE
ENHANCED HORIZON, HAVE THE SPOOLING FEATURE. AT THIS PRINTING, ALL THAT HAVE
SPOOLING DO IT IN A DIFFERENT MANNER, BUT JUST AS EFFECTIVELY. SOME OF YOU
MAY ASK, “WHAT 1s SPOOLING?” WELL TO MAKE IT SIMPLE, SPOOLING IS STORING
DATA THAT IS TO GO TO A DEVICE (PRINTER MODEM, ETC.) IN MEMORY SPACE, AND
RELEASING IT AS IT CAN BE USED BY THE RECEIVING DEVICE. REMEMBER THE TI
SITS THERE SENDING TO THE PRINTER UNTIL ALL THE FILE IS SENT. THEN IT IS
ABLE TO ACCEPT YOUR NEXT COMMAND OR CONTINUE INSTRUCTIONS. A SPOOLER ACCEPTS
THIS INFORMATION AS IF IT WERE THE PRINTER, MODEM ETC., AND AT A MUCH HIGHER
RATE THAN ANY OF THOSE PERIPHERALS COULD: AND IN MOST CASES WILL ACCEPT THE
ENTIRE FILE TO BE PROCESSED IN A FEW SECONDS VERSES SEVERAL MINUTES. THE
TI-99/4A wiLL THEN ASSUME THAT ALL THAT IT HAD TO DO WAS DONE AND COME BACK
TO YOU FOR FURTHER USE, WHEN IN FACT THE JOB IS STILL BEING COMPLETED BY THE
ﬁPogLER AT A PACE THAT THE PRINTER, MODEM ETC. CAN HANDLE IT. PRETTY NEAT!
UH?

ANOTHER FEATURE IS PARTITIONING, OR MULTIPLE DISKS BEING ASSIGNED
WITHIN A SINGLE RAM DISK CARD. WHAT THIS MEANS IS THAT IF YOU HAVE A SINGLE
DRIVE ON YOUR SYSTEM (DSK1 FOR EXAMPLE), YOU MAY CALL A PORTION OF A RAM
DISK DSK2, or DSK3, DSK4, ETC. NOW YOU HAVE ONE PHYSICAL, AND UP TO WHO
KNOWS HOW MANY OTHER DISKS WHICH ARE PART ofF THE F~¥ DISK.

STILL ANOTHER FEATURE IS BUILT IN COMMANDS, EACH DISK MENTIONED ABOVE
HAS IT’S OWN SET. FOR EXAMPLE, YoUu CAN TYPE "“CALL DM” 1n BASIC COMMAND
MODE, AND A FILE CALLED DMl WILL BE BOOTED FROM THE DISK, FOLLOWED BY DMZ.
MANY COMMANDS DEALING WITH MEMORY ARE ALSO INCORPORATED.

FEaTurREs sucH As CLOCK, (Time OF Day), ANALOG-To-DIGITAL, ETC. ARE
NOW COMING AVAILABLE ON THE RAM DISKS.

You MAY NEED MORE INFORMATION TO ORDER YOUR RAM DISK THAN I'VE
PROVIDED HERE. NEXT MONTH’S ARTICLE WILL GET MORE SPECIFIC ON EACH RAM
DISK BUT IF YOU BELIEVE THE ADS, MAYBE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THEM A LITTLE
BETTER NOW, AND YOUR READY TO JUMP IN. GooD Luck!
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“TIPS FOR THE BEGINNER”
-BY FRANK N. ZIC -

HERE WE GO TOGETHER - NO. 10. MuCH CONTROVERSY SURROUNDS THE MERITS OF THE PRBASE
PROGRAM WRITTEN BY WILLIAM WARREN. PART OF THE DILEMMA STEMS FROM THE PROBLEMS FOUND WHEN
TRYING TO LOAD THE PROGRAM OR PRINT OUT THE DATA. | HAVE CONCLUDED THAT MOST OF THESE
PROBLEMS DON’T EXIST WHEN USING AN UNALTERED COPY OF THE ORIGINAL PROGRAM, PROVIDED YOU
FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS. BUT, STILL YOU SAY, I AM HAVING TROUBLE WITH IT. WELL IT SEEMS
THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF ALTERED COPIES FLOATING AROUND THAT ARE NOT CORRECT OR COMPLETE.
SO LET’S FIRST OF ALL BEGIN WITH THE MOST RECENT VERSION, 2.0. THIS PROGRAM ALLOWS FOR USE
DOUBLE SIDED DISKS. IT SHOULD CONTAIN FILES NAMED PRBUTL/BAS anp PRBUTL/DOC. On THE
MODIFIED WORKING COPY THAT I HAVE, 1 ADDED A CALL KEY PROGRAM THAT IS A LOADER FOR THE
UTILITY PROGRAM. THE LOAD PROGRAM WAS FOUND IN THE De. 1986 1ssue oF BYTE-LINE.

NOow LET’'S START SEPARATING THE APPLES FROM THE ORANGES. FIRST, LET'S GIVE DUE CREDIT
T0 MR. WARREN FOR HIS NOVEL APPROACH TO A LONG STANDING AND DIFFICULT PROBLEM, THAT OF
AUTHORING A REALLY GOOD DATA EASE PROGRAM. HE HAS INDEED DONE THIS AND MORE. IHE PRO-
GRAM IS FUNCTIONAL, VERSATILE AND FAST (WRITTEN IN ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE). [T IS WRITTEN IN
A VERY UNIQUE MANNER THAT PLACES ALL THE HEADER FILES IN JUST THE FIRST TEN SECTORS, THUS
LEAVING THE REST OF THE SECTORS OPEN FOR OUR DATA STORAGE. DATA DISKS DEVELOPED IN THIS
MANNER CAN NOT BE READ USING THE Disk MANAGER CARTRIDGE, SO MARK THEM CAREFULLY. THEN T0O,
THE SORTING ABILITY OF THE PROGRAM IS OUTSTANDING, RECOGNIZING BOTH UPPER AND LOWER CASE
CHARACTERS.

MY PURPOSE IN WRITING THIS ARTICLE IS TO GIVE SOME HINTS ON HOW WE CAN ALL BETTER LOAD
AND USE THIS PROGRAM. SO, FIRST PRINT ouT AND READ THE DOCS (PRBASE anND UTILITIES) IN-
CLUDED ON THE DISK, SEVERAL TIMES AND YOU'RE READY TO EXPERIMENT WITH, PERHAPS THE BEST
DATA BASE PROGRAM WRITTEN FOR THE Tl COMPUTER. AN IMPORTANT NEW PROPOSAL HAS JUST BEEN
ANNOUNCED THAT WOULD SEEM TO ADD GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE VALUE OF THE PRBASE PROGRAM. A
GROUP CALLED THE JOHNSON SPACE CENTER UsSERS GROUP IN TEXAS HAVE PLANS TO START A NATION-
WIDE NEWS ARTICLE REFERENCE PUBLICATION. THEY WOULD CATALOG USER GROUP NEWSLETTER ART-
ICLES THUS PROVIDING US WITH A QUICK REFERENCE TO PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN ARTICLES. WITH THIS
LISTING, YOU COULD FIND INFORMATION ON JUST ABOUT ANY SUBJECT, JUST SO LONG AS IT WAS
PUBLISHED IN A PARTICIPATING USER’'S GROUP NEWSLETTER. THEY WILL START WITH LISTINGS FOR
JANUARY 1987. BoTH ourR PUG AnD WEST PENN 99°ERS WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE FIRST 30 GROUPS
REPRESENTED. AREN’T WE LUCKY TO HAVE FORWARD THINKING OFFICERS IN BOTH OUR USER'S CLUBS?
THE TEXAS GROUP HAS ALREADY SENT OUT A SAMPLE DISK OF INSTRUCTIONS ALONG WITH A PRINTED
EXHIBIT OF HOW THEY WOULD LIKE THE INFORMATION PREPARED. T[HEY ARE ASKING THAT EVERYONE
THAT PARTICIPATES SHOULD USE THE PRBASE AS THE STANDARD. I MUST AT THIS POINT GIVE CREDIT
TO JERRY PETRULAK FOR HIS HELP IN MAKING A WORKING COPY OF THE PROGRAM AVAILABLE TO THE
OFFICERS OF OUR CLUBS.

CONTINUING, FIRST USE THE CREATE PORTION OF THE PROGRAM TO SET UP YOUR DESIRED FORMAT,
IT OFFERS PLENTY OF FLEXIBILITY PROVIDED YOU STAY WITHIN THE PARAMETERS SET FORTH IN THE
DOCUMENTATION. ONCE YOU HAVE MADE UP THE FORMAT DESIRED, THIS SECTION IS NOT NEEDED
AGAIN UNTIL YOU WANT TO MAKE UP A DIFFERENT FORMAT FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT. A PRINTED COPY
OF YOUR ARRANGEMENT IS MADE BY USING FCTN-6. NOTE HERE THAT THE HARD COPY WILL BE SHOWN
TWICE. THE FIRST PRINT OUT WILL HAVE NUMBERED Rows AND COLUMNS. THE SECOND WILL HAVE THE
SAME NUMBERED DESIGNATIONS AND ALSO A (+) IN ALL THE NON-USED AREAS. THIS CLEVER LAYOUT
WILL HELP YOU SHOULD YOU WANT TO MODIFY THIS SAME FORMAT, OR FOR A VARIATION OF IT IN YOUR
NEXT LAYOUT. IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT ANY FANCY BORDER THAT YOU DESIGNED WILL APPEAR
WITH ASTERIKS IN PLACE OF THE FANCY BORDER YOU CREATED. THE DATA SECTION ALLOWS YOU TO
INSERT ALL YOUR IMPORTANT RECORDS, IN AREAS CALLED FIELDS (32 MAX). WHILE IN THIS MODE
YOU CAN EDIT TO YOUR HEARTS CONTENT, USING UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 255 CHARACTORS. SO THAT
THIS ARTICLE IS NOT TOO LONG, I’LL GIVE SOME SHORT HINTS: (1) NAME ALL DATA DISKS
PRBASE (1MPORTANT); (2) CALLING UP THE INITIAL DATA FILE IS DONE BY INSERTING THE No. 1
AFTER DSK AND REPLACING THE (.) WITH A (?). SUBSEQUENT FILES ARE CALLED UP BY SIMPLY
DEPRESSING THE ENTER KEY; (3) UsSING A SUPER EXTENDED BASIC CARTRIDGE DOESN'T LOAD THE
UTILITY PROGRAM SINCE THE SPACE BAR IS USED TO BY-PASS THE NORMAL LOAD FEATURE ON A DISK;
(4) THERE IS NO CONTINUOUS ERASE OR MOVE FUNCTION (FCTN S or D). RELEASE AND PRESS THE
KEYS FOR EACH MOVE DESIRED. IN THIS CASE, THIS RESTRICTION, LOOKS LIKE A GOOD LIMITING
CONDITION; (5) To LOAD THE UTILITY PORTION OF THE DISK, WHEN THE MAIN COMPUTER TITLE
SCREEN FIRST COMES ON WITH No. 1 Basic AnD No. 2 EXTENDED BASIC, HOLD DOWN THE SPACE BAR
BEFORE PRESSING NO. Z AND CONTINUE HOLDING IT DOWN UNTIL YOU SEE THE UTILITY SCREEN COME
UP. ;




“TIPS FOR THE BEGI':i.“R"” - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CHECK THE LISTINGS PRESENTED FOR THE FUNCTIONS THEY CAN PROVIDE; (6) ALL PROGRAM
LOADINGS ARE IN XB; (7) THE LETTER H 1S USED TO BRING UP THE HELP screen, COMMAND
SUMMARY. WHEN SELECTING A COMMAND OPTION, PRESS THE DESIRED KEY TWICE. THE FIRST
PRESS SELECTS AND THE SECOND PRESS EXECUTES THE COMMAND. GIVE THE PROGRAM A TRY, IT
1S VERY GOOD. IF THERE IS ANY INTEREST EXPRESSED, I COULD HAVE A CLASS ON USING THE
PRBASE PROGRAM. LET ME KNOW.

WeLL, I GUEss I'VE COVERED ABOUT AS MUCH AS I SHOULD AT ONE TIME. SO ONCE AGAIN
LET ME GIVE CONGRATULATIONS TO WILLIAM WARREN FOR HIS FINE WORK THAT SHOULD GROW IN
STATURE AS IT IS USED MORE AND BETTER UNDERSTOOD. WISHING YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY
SEASON FROM MY WIFE ELEANOR AND I, AND UNTIL THE NEXT TIME MAY THE GOOD 4'S BE WITH YOU.

ENHANCEMENT TO LIBRARY CATALOG DISK HANDED QUT AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING.
ED BITTNER PASSED THIS EASY FIX TO THE PROGRAM THAT BOOTED UP UNDER EXTENDED BASIC
AND WAS USED TO PRINT OR DISPLAY THE D/V-80. ADD LINES 335 AND 345 AS SHOWN BELOW.
335 IF NECP$="S” THEN PRINT A$ :: GOTO 345
345 CALL KEY(0,K,S):: IF K=32 THEN 345 ELSE 350
IF YOU ARE MORE AMBITIOUS, I WILL HAVE A LISTING FOR TWO PROGRAMS ON HARD coPY (You
WILL HAVE TO KEY THEM IN), WHICH WILL ADD A LOT OF VERY NICE FEATURES FOR CATALOGING
AND PRINTING DISKS.

THANKS 10 TOM AnD BARB HARE, NOT ONLY ARE THEY ONE OF THE FIRST TO PAY FOR THEIR 1988

WEST PE"". 99'eRS MEMBERSHIP, BUT THEY SENT SOME VERY INTERESTING CARTRIDGES TO THE GROUP
FOR THE CARTRIDGE LIBRARY. MinNI-MEMORY, PROGRAMMING AI1DES I,II, AND III, HoMe FINANCIAL
Decisions, AND PERSONAL FINANCIAL AiDs, ALL wITH MANUALS, AND ALL IN NEW conpiTion! So GeT
READY TO SIGN THEM ouUT. CHEck wiTH ERIC ZENO, our New LIZ *ARY cHIEF. I SAY CHIEF, BECAUSE
ERIC HAS A NEW AND LARGE STAFF TO MAKE OUR LIBRARY FUNCTION AS YOU HAVE WANTED.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS WANTED or FOR SALE................

FOR SALE

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

EXPANSION SYSTEM FOR SALE: P-BOX WITH INTERFACE CARD, 32K CARD, DISK CONT-
ROLLER CARD, DISK DRIVE, BOOKS AND CABLES. CALL RON  412-793-7310

WANTED

LOW COST GREEN MONITOR FoR usE wITH A TI consoLE. CALL EVENINGS AND ASK FOR

KEN.  412-523-6914
WANTED

USED COLOR MONITOR ror use wiTH A TI consoLE. CALL EVENINGS AND ASK FOR
BOB 412-864-3880 (PLEASE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE).

WANTED VARIETY OF CARTRIDGES FOR USERS GROUP CARTRIDGE LIBRARY, CONTACT ANY ONE OF THE

OFFICERS LISTED BELOW.
FOR SALE

TI-99/4A COMPUTER wITH ADAPTER, TWO PROGRAMS, MANUALS, Two B0OKS, $40.00

412-834-8097

JUST A REMINDER ALL 1988 MEVBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE JANUARY FIRST FOR WEST PENN $3'ERS.

PRESIDENT SCOTT COLEMAN 412 271-6283
V. PRESIDENT  MICKEY SCHMITT 412 335-0163
REC. SECRETARY ED BITTNER 412 864-4924
CORES. SECRTY. GENE KELLY 412 829-0469
TREASURER JAN TRAYERS 412 863-1575
LIBRARIAN ERIC ZENO 412 371-4779

ACTING NEWS
LETTER EDITOR  JOHN WILLFORTH 412 527-6656
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823 NORTH AVE. N. BRADDOCK, PA 15104
196 BROADWAY AV. LOWER BURRELL

PA 15068
92 CORBETT AVE.  IRWIN, PA 15642
Lay WALL AVE. WALL , PA 15148
2151 mickanIN RD. N. HUNTINGDON _

PA 1
414 HIGHLAND RD. PITTSBURGH
PA 15235

R.D. #1 BOX 73A  JEANNETTE,PA 15644



Sep 1987 Newsletter of

CONVERT &> DAVID DHEIN,
CONVERTS TI-ARTIST FILES TO TI-WRITER FILES (9 DISK SECTORS)

>100 DISPLAY ERASE ALL AT(l,4
):"TI-ARTIST TO TI-WRITER":
s CONVERSION PROGRANM"
>11@ DISPLAY AT(CS5,1):"INSTANC
E file nanme:"
>120 ACCEPT AT(CS5,21)SIZE(C8):N
AMES
>13@ DISPLAY AT(C7,3):"The f1i1l
e is on drive 1"
>140 ACCEPT AT(7,24)SIZEC-1)V
ALIDATECDIGIT):FD
>15@ DISPLAY AT(8,1):""Which d
rive for new flle? 1" !
>16@ ACCEPT AT(8,27)SIZE(-1)V
ALIDATECDIGIT):SD
>170 DISPLAY AT(C10,1):''Select
printer: 1'': :** 1 Epson':
1 2 Prowriter"
>180@ ACCEPT AT(C10,17)SIZE(C-1)
VALIDATE(CDIGIT):P
>190 A$="DSK"&STRS$(SDD&"."&NA
MES
>222 NAMES="DSK"&STRS(FDO&".*
&GNAMES &"'¢I*
>210 DISPLAY AT(C18,8):'"..
king.*
>220 OPEN #1:NANMES, INPUT
>23@ OPEN #2:As,0UTPUT
>240 INPUT #1:X,Y
>241 DISPLAY ERASE ALL AT(1,1
J):*"OUTPUT CENTERED 7?7 Y* :: A
CCEPT VALIDATE(C"YN")SIZE(C-1)
AT(C1,19):Cs
>250 IF X*Y>25 THEN DISPLAY A
T(20,4):'This may take awhil
e.'" :: DISPLAY AT(C21,4):'Ple
ase be patient...'
>260 PRINT #2:*".TL 92:10" ¢! -~
=CHR$(1@)>=LINE FEED
2270 IF P=1 THEN PRINT #2:".T
L 61:27,65,8" :: PRINT #2:".
TL 62:27,65,12" :: PRINT #2:
“='* :: GOTO 29@ ! EPSON COM
MANDS
2275 ' = IS 8/72 LINE SPACE
> IS 12/72 LINE SPACE
>280 PRINT #2:'.TL 62:27, 65"
:t PRINT #2:CHR$(27)&"T16"::
PRINT #2:'""'" ¢! PROWRITER COM
MANDS

.Wor

SHAUG - 93D

>350

MOEILE., AL

ENHANCED BY PAUL BERG

> IS 6 LINES TO INCH

2nd LINE IS CUSTOM LIN
E SPACE AT 16/144

>2908 FOR K=1 TO Y

>300 FOR L=1 TO X

>310 IF P=1 THEN INPUT #1:C(7
),C(6),C(5),CC4),CC3),CC2),C
(1),C(CB>:: GOTO 330

>320 INPUT #1:CC0),C(1),C(2),
C(3)>,C(4),C(5),CC6),CC(7>

>33@ FOR I=7 TO @ STEP -1

>340 A=C(CI)

FOR J=7 TO @ STEP
IF 2°J>A THEN 390

A=A-2"J

B(JD>=B(J)+2"1

NEXT J

NEXT 1

A$=STRS(B(@))

BCO)=0

FOR I=1 TO 7

>440 A$=STRS(BCIDD&,"&AS
2450 B(ID=2

>460 NEXT I

2470 IF P=1 THEN PRINT #2:".T
L “&SEGS$(STR$(C127-L),1,3)&"":
27,75,8,0,"&A8$ ::GOTO 490 -
>480 PRINT #2:".TL "&SEGS$(STR
$C127-L)>,1,3)4&":27,83,48,48,
48,56, &AS

>490 NEXT L

2491 IF Cs="Y'* THEN PRINT #2:
(1] R CEI!

>500@ Ns="'" ::

>285 !

-1
>360
>370
>380
>390
>400
2410
2420
2430

FOR N=1 TO X ::

N$=NS$S&CHRS$(C127-ND>:: NEXT N
:: PRINT #2:Ns&"""

>510 NEXT K

>520 FOR N=1 TO X :: Ns$='".TL

":: N1$=SEGS$(STR$(127-N),1,3
J:: N$=NS&N1$&':""&SN1 :: PRI
NT #2:N$ :: NEXT N
>530 PRINT #2:".TL 92:92
>540 IF P=1 THEN PRINT #2:".T
L 61:61
>550 PRINT #2:°'>"
>560 PRINT #2:".TL 62:62
>578 CLOSE #1
>580 CLOSE #2
>59@ END
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