


JULY TREASURER’S REFPORT

FROM JAN TRAYERS
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RECENTLY, 1 HROKE MY PREVIOUS "HIBH-SCORE® [N MY ALL-TINE FAVORITE ARCADE t

GAME, WHICH MANY OF YOU ENOW IS “CENTIPEDE®. HOWEVER, 1 COUND OUT THAT I i

A% NCGT THE ONLY ONE QUT THERE HHD HAS & “FAVORITE® GAME OR A °HIBH-SCORE® 1

10 BOAST ABOUT' WITH THIS THOUGHT IN NIND, 1 HAVE DECIDED 7O START A NER

COLUMN. IN OUR WEST PENN NEWSLETTER, IF YDU CAN "BEAT® ANY OF THE S07:<:

THAT AdE LISTED IN THIS COLUMN - JUST LET BE KNOW 4T GNY OF THE WEST . .AN 4

BEETINGS AND I'LL PUBLISH T IN THE NEYT WEWSLETTER. &MY ARCAGE SAME FOR 1

THE T! 15 RCCEFTRBLE FOR TWIS COLUMM. AAD ¥0U MAY SUBMIT vOUR HISH-SCORES 1

Hb UFTEN QH ¥ WIGH. LET'S BET RS MMy PEOFLE INVELYED [N THIS ENDEAVOR 1

A3 PO5T'IME, REN A LITTLE *FRIENDLY" COMPETITION, Mav JU 5T TPARES 1

SOME 4 fidh | Rl ERTHES AR i

i

Huny i g i e i i

I hope that the content of this months newsletter is not disappointing to you. I have
been buried by my job the last couple of weeks, and have had to allow the newsletter take

a backseat to some higher priorities.

I hope that those of you who 1like "HOT" weather are

now satisfied for a decade or two. We are one of the few clubs around the country, judging

from newsletters that have been received, that meet all summer.
secretaries report we are still getting great turnouts.

As you can see in the
Hope to see you there .

AUG. lBU\ 7:00 PM. at United Pﬁ-esby'tcrnan Church of Covenant

corner of Oak and Hth Streets, Irwin , PA.
dan 863-1575

Scott 2711-6283

Fow directions, call. (‘-HZ>

Ed 864-4924 or any member.
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T. I. WRITER (Fart 12) Stan kEatzman

The last dot command is the transliterate command (.TL _:_,_ )
with this command you can change any character to another character
in the formatter. In order to use this command we must first
discuss the ASCII character codes which are listed on page 14% of
the T. I. Writer manual, plus vou need to know the control codes for
your printer. The control codes are given in your printer manual.

The ASCII codes are a set of standard numbers which when sent to
the printer cause the printer to print a certain character. For
example if your computer sent the printer the code number 65 a
capitol "A" is printed. Some ASCII codes do not cause the printer
to do anything, for example if number 27 is sent (this is called
escape) it will be a signal to the printer to do something special.

The transliterate command works in conjuction with the
ASCII codes and youw printer control codes. Let’'s give a few

examples of them. Let’'s say we want to make a superscript. The
control code for the Epson LX-80 printer to make a superscript is
27,"80". This is escape, capitol "8" and zero. In Rasic if we send

the printer the following statement FPrint #1:Chr(27)3;"380", it will
print all letters or numbers after theis code in superscript mode,
we must now turn off the superscript modes and this is done with the
code 27,"T". So in Hasic we sould say Frint #1: Chr®(27):;"T" and
now everything will be printed normally in a Basic program. Well in
T. I. Writer we have to tell the program first that we want to
change one letter to something else (transliterate). We "tell" the
program this by using a character that we will not be using in the
rest of the document and then transliterat it. For example let us
assume that we are not going to use the brackets(Ll1) in our
document. The left bracket (L) has the ASCII code of P1. GSo let us
use this as a signal to tranmsliterate it in order to make
superscripts we would type at the start of our document .TL
91:27,83,48. What this says is ASCII 91 a left brace ([) to
transliterate into the following, 27 code to the printer do do what
follows (escape), and nnw 8% which is & cap S and 48 for zero. The
next character the printer sees will now be printed in superscript.
We now have to turn off superscript and let’'s use the right brace
(1). We would type at the head of the document .TL 93:27,84. This
transliterates thusly, ASCII 27 is escape to the printer and 84 15
the cap T which tells the printer to twn off superscript (and
subscript) modes. Let "= see what this would look like

LTL 93:27,84<enter > (Changes 1 to turn otf superscrip).
LTL 91:27,83,48<enter > (Changes [ to transliterate to superscript).
In the making of a cake heat the oven to Z00001 F.o.o...

You see the braces tun the zero to a superscrip and the next
brace turns off the superscript. That is why we cannot use the
braces anywhere else in the document.

Study vour printer manual and you can make your printer do
everything it is capable of using the transliterate mode.

ED NOTE: I would like to thank Stan
in print for this series of articles
written for the WEST PENN 99'ers.
This is not the last in the series!
We hope that you are learning.




"TIPS FOR BEGINNERS"

-BY FRANK N. ZIC

Here we go together-No.8. This time around let's do a Potpourri
of some things you might have forgotten. Some are just little hints
that might make your use of the TI just a bit more enjoyable. Try them
at any rate, it couldn't hoyt.

**-When removing the tape protect tab, try peeling it off from the
back side first instead of the front. The overlap roll of the disk
cover provides a natural opening for your fingernail. Often there is a
(press-mark) at this location also, on some disks, that provides an
easy starting point.

**-When vyou are winding the paper backwards in vour printer, give
a little tug to the rear, on the main paper feed. This will keep the
paper taut and prevent it from jamming-up under the print head.

**-Remember that any adjustment to the paper positioning in the
printer should be immediately followed by shutting off the printer and
turning it back on again. This will keep your paper feed (starting
point) where you want it, not only on the first page, but especially on
the second and succeeding pages. Otherwise it will remember where you
had it positioned and your second page will start somewhere down the
page. Sound familiar?

**~-Be careful of LOAD programs, they can only load the selected
programs that the author put in the program 1listing. Anyone else
adding programs to the disk, could mean that these files can only be
accessed by the direct type 1in procedure.

**-UUse only one(l) LOAD program per disk side. The auto-load
feature of NO.1l disk drive can only respond to a single LOAD request.

**-To modify a LOAD program to auto-load your files, say a disk
side with no LOAD program, first find a LOAD program you like and then
print out the 1listing with the command LIST "PIO". Now look the
listing over and replace the oriyinal filenawes with your new
filenames.

**-Anytime you copy a disk, be sure to use the same disk name on

your copy as the one found on the original. Often during the running
of a program the author might make reference to the original disk name
and if it 1s not found , the program will not run.

**-When playing the TI-RUNNER game, you can advance to a higher
screen number without having to play succesfully through all the lower
numbered screens. In other words you can go right back to the screen
that ~ you 1last played. To accomplish this, hold down the FCTN key and
the No.3 just at the beginning of the reload. Keep holding down these
two buttons until you see the screen before the one you want. Release
and the cycle will stop on the next program, the one you want.

Until next time may the good 4's be with you.




SONETHINGS THAT COULD MAKE YOUR CORCOMP RS232/PL0 CARD
PERFORM MORE RELIABLY. .......... by John F. Willfonth

A couple of dayar ago, Frank Fosten came to me with an inteneating problem. He had only
a day earlien, punchared a FASTEXT &0 g/a(_/zten, a apecial atnobe inventing cable, and on
putting these togethen with hia CORCONP R5232/PI0 cand, he aat in.dinbelief when nothing
happened. fle trnied a negulan cable that had been used on an EPSON printen, and atidd no
pninting occuned. /he @nénte.n would print aelftent, howeven.

Since’ I ure a CORCOMP cand, I asked Frank to bring the pninten, cand, and cablea oven
10 we could have a Look [iee.

Frank wan nright hia cand/cablel 1)/printen combination did nothing. Since I had hin PI0
contnollen alneady in the PEB, [ hooked up my printen (an EPSON), to Aia cand. It wonked.
It seemed that with the EPSON, that all the cables wonked, and both hin and my CORCONP
canda drove the pnintena. THIS WAS STRANGE.

[ had heand that sevenal yeans ago that the CORCOMP RS5232 canda had undengone some
impnovements, and I couldn’t find the infonmation to veng){g what they wene and what they
wene fon. Well Frank left I naid I would call CORCONP and inveatigate the problem.
Problem was I got busry and about two weers laten Frank called, and alas thene [ was no
funthen along than when he had dropped it off.

Now for the despenate pant. I nemoved both cands from thein ahells, and noted that the
antwonk (phyrical boand layout) was the aame. Hin did howeven have phyaical jumpens fon
multiple boand atrapping, which mine did not. My boand was the newen, and thenefore had
neaped the benifits of conponate coat cutting that ia the plague of all good things. So
now looking funthen, and having already venified that the RON information was the same
{n Al cand aa in mine, I atanted checking chip types and vendon types. [hene wene some
diffenences, and if nothing funthen wou[cfg/iﬁow up I would neaont to changing the few of
them that wene diffenent. [ had heand of a problem in this anea. _ N

Well on cloren inveatigation, [ found a very astounding diffenence. The RESISTORS wene
a0 different in value, that it ia hand fon me to believe that the cand could have wonked.

3o I drnew a aketch of the cand and on
g 0 @ Ol t placed the main componenta fon ne-
| 7oK

= ’&?Z Q‘gg\fb fenence. Altogethen five neaistora &
“I 3 a neaiaton pac/ebflna‘z/ be removed, t/lanc{
no apparent problema found, L e
a | %}; ;?‘ ane //)l/e), laced (in the faAe of f‘_/]/ze ?
Lo individule nesintona/with the valuea
_-b o = indicated on the drawing. You will
m note that the neaiaton juat above the
H EP 4TpFD R5232 connecton ia notated to aolden
2732 0 5V into a hole that exiatsr in a tnace

alneady. The nreainton pack in a 10K

= . pack, as ane the five descrete nes-
060000 NEAEY latona that I removed. I placed o/ ® )
o 0 aymbol at the location whene you may
gl have to nemove/neplace a component.
-— L\u Thia may {ix problems that you have
® qd0( | 0 0 had with thia contnollen. ['ve been
18 uaring mine aince eanly (984, and have
K neven had trouble with (t on any type
ollel | & ninten on cable. Thia (a not to say
'é }'&“_ﬂ I T that thene have not been some changea
U a to zﬁg, O%ggfcnfo }’%/zl /u’w(ﬁi{ cglwzg/l check
; Jor wit 7 /. ey wi e ha to
_AJ I% o000 /zel[) you. l /zope %/zat thia wi,[zpﬁﬁelp
% ) Q*W‘;g AOmZ,/one who /ngA had Atzcmﬁe and Zand
O| to define problemsr with this cand.
Q wwro 25v . k"l:;l::é— /—/u'/{ J(L/A r/:z contn(_ba/ttc/'_on é;n /tZL{A(/
month, You may need (5) 1.8K / .
COoR Com P neaistonn, /9% 1/, reataton,
RSZ3Z/PIO P and (1) (0 obm (/4 Y. reaiaton.

CARD )
oli@|[rs23z |







" ADDRESS and PHONE NUMBERS of the Officers of the WEST PENN 99'ers. as of AUG. 1987

PRESIDENT....Scott Coleman..... 823 North Av. .... N. Braddock, PA.15104 (412) 271-6283
VICE PRES....Mickey Schmitt....196 Broadway Av. . Lcwer Burrell,PA.15068 (412) 335-0163
C. SECTY..... Gene Kelly........ 444 Wall Av. ..... Wall, ....... PA.15148 (412) 829-0469
REC. SCTY....Ed Bittner........ 92 Corbett Av. ... Irwin, ...... PA.15642 (412) 864-4924
LIBRARIAN....Clyde Colledge....706 Sixth St. .... Verona, «.... PA.15147 (412) 828-3042
TREASURER. . ..Jan Trayers....... 2151 Mickanin Rd. N. Huntingdon,PA.15642 (412) 863-1575
EDITOR....... John Willforth....R.D.#1 Box 73A ... Jeannette, .. PA.15644 (412) 527-6656

HOME CONTROL 99
(review by Ken Gladyszewski of Northcoast 99ers)

HOME CONTROL 99, by EAGLE SOFTWARE, is a disk-based 20K program with some assembly lang-
uage routines used to interface the TI with the X-10 POWERHOUSE.

The X-10 POWERHOUSE is an energy management system that allows one to control anything
in the house that runs on electricity. It does this by sending signals over normal existing
house wiring to remote modules, into which lamps, etc. are plugged.

The X-10 POWERHOUSE system and CORECOMP'S HOME SENTRY INTERFACE CARTRIDGE were reviewed
in MICROpendium (DEC. 86). Please see that article for more information on the X-10 POWER-
HOUSE system. The cartridge, as described in that article, requires only the TI console, TV
and a special cable, but does not provide any additional features (files) when used with an
expanded system (Disk, XBasic, Expanded memory &RS232).

(ED. Note: If you are using only a console, or would use only a console for this applicat-
ion, the HOME CONTROL 99 will not be for you. You will want the CORCOMP unit.)

HOME CONTROL 99 uses text exclusively to an advantage, emulating the capability of X-10's
software for the IBM! The user types any number of locations and device descriptions up to
the controller limit of 256 devices. In comparison, the CORCOMP unit is limited to 9 device
types and 14 locations.

Using the software, the controller is programmed for up to 128 timer events. Each timer
event consists of an "ON", "OFF", or "DIM" command, for up to 16 devices within a single
housecode (while the CORCOMP module allows for one device per timer event).

The best feature of this program is the ability to save collection of timer events to the
disk as a file. This allows you to have a file for vacation, summer, winter, etc. These can
be edited, printed and downloaded to the controller.

The X-10 POWER HOUSE controller, INCLUDING the required IBM RS232 cable, can be purchased
for $19.90 + S?H from DAK INDUSTRIES, INC. as well as the the REMOTE MODULES $9,95 each.

DAK INDUSTRIES, INC. The X-10 POWERHOUSE is Cat. # 4410, but I didn'T get the Cat. # for

8200 Remmet Av. the individule REMOTE MODULE. CALL: 1-800-DAK-0800 for more info.

Canoga Park, CA 91304 You'll need a REMOTE UNIT for each device to be controlled.

HOME CONTROL 99 is provided on a SSSD disk with documentation on hardcopy, including inst™"
on how to reconnect two wires in the IBM RS232 cable (pin 2,3) for use with the TI RS232.
The program sells for $10.00 and is available from:

(In Ohio) EDU-COMP (Outside Ohio) EAGLE SOFTWARE
6516 O'Henry Circle 1269 E.348th St.
North Ridgeville, OH 44039 Eastlake, OH 44094

(216) 327-6579
(ED. NOTE. You should be aware that lamps are only one of the devices that can be used,
swimming pool pumps, air conditioning, heating, cooking devices, and a host of other items)

Need a disk drive repaired... ISR 8104 Parkdale Dr. Austin, TX 78757 (512) 467-7085
will repair your 5 1/4" floppy drive for PC'c,portables,Apples, Compatibles... for $35.00
which includes $10.00 for diagnosing the problem, and $70.00 for the 8" floppy including
$20.00 for diagnosis of the problem. Average three day turnaround.Sixty day warranty.

AN OPTIMIST BELIEVES WE LIVE IN THE BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS.

A PESSIMIST FEARS THIS IS TRUE!
WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH, EVERYONE LEAVES!
ATTEND the meeting this month, we may see a very interesting piece of hardware by Joe and
Rob Ekl. They have been working on it for guite sometime now, It is functioning, and needs
only a little finishing off! I think you will enjoy.
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. 1'VE GOT I7T1..
Jh’

July 10, 1987

West Penn 9%'ers
¢/o John Willforth (]
R.D. #1 Box 73A

Jeanette, PR 15644

Dear Sir: 1 ...HAVE you~?!

We have received information indicating that some User
Groups have notified their members that Texas Instruments

sells home computer products. i . [}
Texas Instruments has not sold home computer products since HAROWARE MANUAL
ts;xé 1, 1984. };eferrals for sales should be made to FOR THE

ird-party suppliers such as Triton, (800/227-6900) da
Tenex, (800/348-2778). © an ! TI 99 /4A !

Please advise your members that Texas Instruments cannot IT DESCRIBES:

sell home computer products, either new or used We do
still service TI-99/4A equipment at established service I - CONSOLE DESIGN '
;harges based on the lpodel. Units can be sent prepaid and - CUSTOM CHIP OPERATION
insured to the following address for service: e TIVIS SS00 H/W DRGANIZATION
Texas Instruments Incorporated 8 S 9900 INSTRUCTION SET L
2305 North University Avenue * INTERFACING PITFALLS
Lubbock, TX 79408 * CONSOLE SCHEMATICS
* PEB CARD DESCRIPTION
TI-99/4A owne - i
rs can contact us for flat-rate service 1.GROM SIMULATOR DESIGN 1

charges by writing to the letterhead address or by calling

a consumer representative at 806/747-1882. * EXTCNDED BASIC MmMOOQULE

LaCONPTION & SCHLMATICS

Cordiall
Yo I WEPrrND HAROWARE SEMINAR ]

N 1 UNENIRMATION AVAILASLE ON REGUEST)
. 4 4 . . . . . . .
}d[—(@ /‘,“,Z&(,C/
Iois Brock Send $18.85 Check or Money Order To:
. ' [CANADA & FOREIGN BEND 521350 US. FUNDS) l
Consumer Relations ( VOLUME RATES AVAILABLE--- ON AEQUEST)
: THE BUNYARO GROUP
/bic SC 80X 5317% LLBBOCK, i X73453
b - - - -

Last month we took orders for 30 of the hardware manuals, and they came into Jan's
home about a week and a half later. We will have them at both meetings (PUG & WEST PENN)
in August. If you cannot make it, please send $12. + $1.50 for S/H to "WEST PENN 99'ERS)
in care of : Jan Trayers 2151 Mickanin Rd. N. Huntingdon, PA 15642 (412) 863-1575.
I'11 see that it gets mailed to you. See the description upper right, of this very fine
and enlightening book.

The other item above is self explanitory, and has been sent to all user's groups.

Last month I printed a picture of the new PROTO CARD for the PEB. Well this month I
am going to annonce prices and how to order. The card should be deliverable to most of
those who order by Aug. 20th, in Mid Sept. We were fortunate to get good prices on it's
manufacture from a local circuit board manufacturer.

The boards may be ordered from the COMPUTER BUG, 5075 CLAIRTON BLVD., PITTSBURGH, PA
15236, (412)882-3374. For quantity pricing, call Scott Coleman (412)271-6283,after Sept
1, 1987, or John Willforth (412)527-6656, after Aug. 20, 1987. The boards will KOT be
ready for delivery earlier than SEPT. 8th, and your check will not be cashed until your
order is ready for delivery. Your board will include documentation, hints, and project

ideas.

1 to 4 PEB PROTO BOARDS AT $35.00 each, 5 to 9 PEB PROTO BOARDS at $30.00 each.

Please send: BOARD(S) @ $35.00 each.....$ .
P.0. BOX Ship/handling....ccevuun.n $ 2.50
City/State BOARD(S) @ $30.00 each..... $ .

ZIP Ship/handling.......cv... $ 3.50
Phone Number: ( ) - PA Res. add 6% Sales tax...$ .
Make checks payable to ""COMPUTER BUG" Canada/Foreign orders add..$ 1.50
(Cross off any amounts that don't apply) (amounts payable US Funds)

TOTAL ENCLOSED..S$
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