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I HAD DCCASION TD LOAD THE FHQPQPTEF SETS FROM THE GF
JEUALLY THIS IS DOME BY LINKING TO GFLLNE MELY LANDUA
T WITHOUT USING GFLLNK. THE IDEA WAS TO JUST H YE THE FATTER
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ADDRESS AT 004C IS THE START OF THE FATTERNS FOR THE TITLE SCRE
THE ADDRESS AT O04E IS THE START OF THE PATTERNS FOR REGULAR UF -
cR=, THE ADDRESS a5 Q0S0 IS THE START OF THE FATTERME FOR LOWER
TRIED LDADIMG THESE FATT bRNC aMLY THE TITL
WAS USING THE SAME TECHMIGUE , MOVING
IM DR, &2 IT TURMS QUY THE REGRULAR U
F:D IM GRCM AS 7 BYTES. THE FROGRAM d

DD THE EXTRA EYTE AT THE START
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EAVE % SFECE BETWEEN EACH CHARACTER LIME 1.
OF MEMORY IM GROM. IM FaCT THE ZRDOM FRIGRA
YOE youln USE U SOME OF THEAT
z On & MATIVE COLDE C IGH LE
£ FORTUNITY OF SPEEDI SRESS
o ORTING aFFLICATIONS i oo I
o TO 1O TIMED AS FAST. THE DOWN ZSIDE I
= IS uguaLtyY FROM 2 TO 4 TIMEES A2 LARGE
oL : IF YO WERE TO COMPILE WILLY MILLY WI
ENT I '_EETU—‘N
INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER ARE I SCREENS 0OF FORTH. SCREERM #z T2
S MESSARE —_HEEH WHICH CONMTAINS SADDITIOMNAL COMPILER MESCSAREES. THIZ MUZET
MEFT OM SCREEN # & 7O WORE FPROFERLY. THE OTHER SCREENZS CTAMN DZE LDOADET
o Loaninn THE REST OF YDUR SYSTEM. THESE TWO SCREEERM WILE FROVITDE
SZUA = OF OF

SURE 0F COMPILER SECURITY FOR FETCH AND STORE. =%
SEAGE WILL BE FRODUCED AT COMPILE TIME IF FETCH ( 32 ) OR STORE ¢
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The cart aanears to 3@ tctallv compatible with TI files and file handling and formats,
isasitv formstter on the P-Code svstem. (It wasn'i useable with the 71 zard aither. af
SyILER Rl double-density diskettes formatted by the Corlomc disk manager. and sz
sitacugh 3 =aw P-evstap dforaat.code wpuid he sooracisted §).  In fact, I can raport tha
studf will fit onto one disk with olentv of room to scare for orograg sgace:
"Sg agvantages this zontroller affers as comparad with the 71 controller are as foliows:

- Will nand.e uo fo 4 drives {instaad of I,

- :an vanole 3oth zincls aac Zouble demsaty inat ust szwg‘aﬁ

- both this conbrolier and the newer TI one handle double sided drives

- :zBz 3 isk-nased disk manaper as well as being zompatibl th th
nanager 13 somewhat fancier ana easier tc use: alse it is zearch

- the card manager make it opossible to lcad ob,ect code froa Pt

compatible with their card:
itz “wisdom’ eriginally desian

restzent in the harcware a number of low-level access orograss ic
: these rogtines are accessible both fram Basic and Zxutended Easic.

FaChIng orograms a

- “he hardware ran be configured to iske advantage of faster drives

- the manager can be configured to know ahead of time the drive configuration: this szeeme 0 3o therc srizsrmil. i
cravant vou from accisentally getting single and double-sided diskettes confused.
There zees tc be few disadvantages. One :s that this is definitelv a card intended for use witn extr: asecry, (17 1%
32 usad wihout wmes o4 the TI disk msnager 1s available.) Earlv versions of the controiler and/or the asnaser werz not
zonpatible with sope of the third sartv hardware, and the controller was initially aot cempoatible wilh zarly Zonsolz
aecelz,

Alzo. spparantly 2arly versisns of the disk controller 3o not to do 3 oosd ob of Imetislizing certain Zaririagas, =t
tzast :f thz rumour 1 have heard iz trus. The versziaon I nave does sees to handle the arobles alirighe.

-rog rerours 10 arint, snd personal experience, I would say that forCosp has exoerienced 3 number of testhing sriolzas
such as this with the card, which are orobably solved bv now

"he maior dizadvantage of the card aay relate to CorComo’s viability as 3 cospany, Though 71 has aui? asking :t:

3°744 croducts, it still repairs/replaces them at reasonabls rates. Ac CorComo »av now 32 havieg fimancoal dicfizultizs
227z fature may not e a safe bet, and future reoairs of CorComo cards may thus not be 3 safe het. On the siher sans, !
it not wish to distourage sotential sugoorters af 3 comoanv such as Corlomc, ted T

cariety sf Gardwsr2, zsoerially the RE2ID card, zad their oraducts gzenerally !

soananlzs such as forloms, and thev deserve gur supsort.
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“he panager ipcluces an gbiect fode lgader, so vow don’t nesed a cartridoe fo run assambly srograms. Although thiz o3
great in itsslf, [ den't like the imoiementation: ome must first load the manager, which lar

Paacer froa it: ! owould have oret red 3 guick-loading lcader to have been iagediatelv se

The ganager can fe callsd from Basxt. sut this offers no advantages, as any rogras

Szve been better if this had been a loader anz could call from Rasic!

i e roul s own loa disk manager. and then run i fro

The goszioility of foelipg the cars inta loading one’s own program instead of the Corlome Zisk aanager ovisusly =uisis
zut CorComn hasn’t sade :t easy. as there is no documentation supporting such an asorcech, This mould cartsiniy fa.z

32BN 30Orefial

“he dotumentation is generallv suits good, 2ven going to the point aof covering T filsz Randling conventions, alszo Ihezrz

ars zagble oroorams on diskette demonstrating the use of the wtilify raubines duilt infc ing nardwarz. My oniv l3et owas

shat Y should have statad un front that the onlv way fo -oov the Jisk manager fas [ siways Jske 3 zacxup first Zhing

425 70 USE THRT VERY DIGYK MANASER and INITIALIZE a now disk: thiz took me a while fo find out, Come zagilz zrogrags o-:

cnoiugen an diskette to show use of the built-in utility routines,

Sc that’s apout 1Y, for a guick synopsis. [s it worth buying one® It costs somewhat more than a TI onss Sut ot oz se0

3arz. Onlv the oossibility 3f better 7I servicing would make one suggest bying a TI ane instead.  if wou slrzagy Save 2

Tl cantreller, vou will of course be less likely fo soend the $230 Canadian or so reouired to chtain the 2iirs ag,amtzgss

zf the Torloms card,

chould anv member wish morsz detailed information, or even a personal demonstration. olease contact ze.  fligchan --
478-750%






	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

