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CBut it is - not -just the a5 his way of trying to keep the -
packaging and distribution that market wviable and to thwart
make for a successful software pirates. {(It°s hardly worth
company . Without good—-guality pirating a £5.95 disk,
software, all else is gesture. It particularly if you miss the
is here - providing that excellent manuals that come with
consistent quality — that Bobbitt the programs.). I 1like that

and Asgard shine. philosophy.

The latest catalog (free) is EBut I particularly like

as ecletic a collection as would
please the most demanding
connolsseur. The 34 disks include
a good share of games (or
programmer’s dream of utilities to
change or create games) , a
collection of graphics programs
that 1s second to no one. some
incredible utilities (EZ-KEYS

being one of the most unbelievable
I’ve ever encountered), and some
peculiar miscellaneous programs
that are for a more discriminating

audience. With regard to the
latter, Asgard is the only company
I know of that would publish such

esoteric stuff as a RECIPE WRITER
(and follow it up with a series of

specialized recipes called
ELECTRONIC GOURMET) , E STAMF
MANAGER, and a freeform database
which has nothing like it for any
computer I°ve ever used (TOTAL
FILER). 1 mean, there has to be a
very small audience for these

specialty items. How many gourmet looking at the piracy thing to be
computer . freaks . are there? Yet, on one side of the fence or
.. fors khase ¢ few (Maybe there, ARE another, and I cap  appreciate
many') who are out there, 1t’s other points of view. For me, |
really nice to have a company that buy lots and lots of hardware and
makes stuff for you and continues software every year and encourage
to add updates and support disks. lots of other people to do the
same directly, by mail, and by
Although I 1look forward to these reviews. 1 don’t give
getting catalogs from ANY company anybody commercial software. But
that supports TI - (Anybody out if I can’t get inside, I
there know what ever happened to personally do not want it.
PILGRIM’S PRIDE?) —, I really love
opening up the latest one from Anyway, I particularly like
Asgard. I never know what to the Asgard policy.
axpect. I DO know, however, that
I°’m not going to be ripped oft. The FROGRAMS! '
0f the =4 disks, more than 20 are
under $10. Those are Fairware Yes, the programs. That 1s,
prices' And all the programs have after all, how my decision finally
warranties and  =xchange and came to be made. There are six
upgrade policies. Bobbitt says he games listed (plus some that come
continues to keep the low prices with the Tunnel of Doom Editor)
e

Bobbitt’s consistent policy of not
putting protections on the disks
or files. Hooray! I make backups
of everything and salt the
originals awav. Np oroblem. Then
I enjoy peeking and probing the
programs, learning all the while
and customizing when it suits

me.
And playing with the thing. This
1s how many of us learn from the

experts. {(Almost all I know about
computing, for example., came from
Jim Peterson of TIGERCUB Software.
His programs, too, are all
unprotected. NUTS ’n BOLTS
series 1is the single biggest
influence on TI XB programmers
that has EVER existed. And like
Bobbitt and Asgard, it has always
been a policy of Peterson and
TIGERCUB to sell only top quality
stuff at very low prices.) 1
almost never buy anything that has
super protections on it, like the
RS stuff. I know it’s a way of
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r and they

are
different from
BALLOON WARS 1s
that has been updated.

superb. And quite
one another.
an old favorite
You fly a

balloon across enemy lines in WWI
Europe. It s very tricky
business, this balloon version of
the +lving programs {for
airplanes) making the rounds these
days. Ingenious. Missile Wars
(by the great programmer John
Behnke) is an alien—attack game
that 1is VERY fast and very well
designed. It is tough, fun, and a
little +frantic. The manual 1s a
model of philosophy. Kirkegard

might have approved.

HIGH GRAVITY was, until very
recently, my very favorite game of
all time after DIABLO. The former

is as wonhderfully ingenious as
anything I can think of. It is
not spectacular, has no special

eftects,
the added
cleverness.

is simple in concept, has
feature of 1incredible

Is addictive. 1 keep
it right on my PLUS! disk to
automatically sit in my RAM disk
for any time I need a +1ix. Then

colorful and W
{tand up to three
strange 1sland.
a training area for
war—party members, a
weapons, another for
magic i1tems. When you travel this
land of forests and rivers and
inns and mountains you will need
to be constantly on the alert.
For much awaits vyou.

S50 atter you and vour party
explore and experience the island,
hopefully gaining much wealth
along the way, stopping at inns
for a much—-deserved break, you
might hop the nearest teleporting
rock to a reasonable facsimile of
civilization where vyou may train
and develop and prepare vyourseldf
for...

two~-d1sk
animated.
others) visit a
It has inns,
experiened
store for

game 1is
You

THE DUNGEONS!
twist in this maze—like
atmosphere: friendly encounters.
All along the way — on island
or under island - you’ll encounter
weird creatures. The graphics are
exceptional. The patience you’ll

along comes Donn Granros and Ed need to get through them must.also
Johnson to put out the remarkable be exceptional. You must fight,
LEGENDS. This is a graphic/text cast spells, negotiate, and run at
adventure. More in the slash and the riaght times. The better you
hack style of D % D than in the 98t at this game, the more the
ruminating style of Infocom. I°ve challenge. .

LEGENDS is one of the few
never seen a D & D type of game superior games that came out for
for the TI that was anywhere the TI this vyear. It is a game
nearly in the same class. LEGENDS for many.
is simply teriffic! I love it. It There are two other Sames
1s addictive. I"m one of these listed in the Asgard catalogd(¥HE
people who plays a lot of games. HAUNTED MINE II1 and THE YOLCANO
A game freak. No matter how hard FORTRESS) . I"ve never played
I try to be a grownup, responsible either of them, but I wouldn®t
person, I am doomed to failure. hesitate getting them, as I°ve
Thank goodness. I have all sorts never gotten anything 'from this
of work to do. FPapers need company that didn°t exceed my
correcting. Articles need expectations.
writing. Letters, too. All kinds Mext IMFACT/99 1°11 review
ot things NEED to be done on my three of the best (and, for me,
computer. And time is scarce, as most—-used) programs I own . TheQ
it is for =2vervone. are all Asgard and all

exceptional: EZI-EYS, FONTWRITER

But Getore I do anything I, and TOTAL FILER - lest vou
worthwhile, I decide to play think lite 1s all fun  and qames
LEGENDS "for just a few minutes to for me. h
unwind. " It doesn®t work. I don”t CDNGRATULATIDNS, S56ARD! Keep
wor k. I don"t care! LEGENDS 15 up the great TI efforts! -
more +un. ) fJdack Sughrue, Box 459,

This  fast (and fast—paced) E.Douglas, MA 0151&] '
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Mie past month the newspaper such  could  bDe  well Midden 1n a
masm bheen filled with reports about program  listing. Pn addicional
the latest comput e VLTS Line pragram limne could make the ELLLBER
article explained that this virus program &  SLEEFEFR program  that
multiplied and held a large number wouldn't do anything until 1t nhad
of computers hostage. This was been run  a certain  number ot
mot the first, but to date L1t 18 T1Imes. 4 praogram coutd be subtle
+the  largest and most widespread. and only FILL one +ile on vour
I want tb address thig articie to 1 sk =0 tihat 1t s presence may
how  such & wvirus can attect owr apscape detection +tor a period of
TI-79 computers. fhe simple tact time. fhe thing to remember about
ie that they can‘t. The reason these programns 1s  that they are
+or this 1mune system 18 Dbecause just  that, programs. When vou
ot the way our operating svstem 135 stop  running  the program the
neld 1 I'\‘ (m]NY computer. I he troauble 1 over . ponTt o run the
operating system 18 the bottom pIrogram again. he 11 can be
line workings of the Computer. cured with & power down. When yvou
This would i1nclude such things as power up &gain. 1t will  bhe e
dlelk access and  wvildeo  Jd1splay. Friencdly as @ver.

The operating system in the TI-99 How do we combat this
15 in ROM (Read Unly Memory) and destruct1ons First by being
as such can’t be changed. The careful of the source of our
romputers that have taken 1l o1n software programs. Since these
the latest svample were using the are programs it is fairly easy to
UNIX operating system and 1n & track down the SOUrCE. you
previous case it involved certainly krnow where you got it.
computers Lws1nyg the MS—-DOS Which program was running when the

operating system. These operating problems occured? Remember that a
systems come on & disk and are  running program can LOAD  and  KUN

loaded into FéM (Fead—Write another program. This path
Memory! when the computer 15 tirst through programs can be followed
turned on. Being £RAM resident as  long as everything is still
they can be altered and thus intact. Une precaution i1s make a
susceptible to a virus. backup copy of a new disk betore

fhe 1 1s not imune +rom all  rupnning the programs on L1T. inLs
forms of destructive programs  but i a good idea in  any case.
1t is  imune to a viral infection Another precaution when ruhnlng a
in its operating systaem. There sUEpect pragram, 1s empty the disk

are however programs (A-Haslc oF grives, Don’t leave a disk ot

machins language) which may not be your faverite utility programs in

ot & viral matuwrs but can be just drive twa. 'he program may attack
as destructive when they are 1mun. a diffterent drive, or all drives
gl thaugh L haven't seen any., 1 am trcluding a Ram dléh" pinen WA
aware ot naw  they could  work. become  awares of  such & program,
thess wer b d ot atrtect the lLet BNV @I YN E W | he
omerating avsitam ciry o ROMD Lt consEalatiaon of fosing  vour oisk
wouwl o rather work Like & UDlEK trles 18 on HEnowing that  vou  may

FAaM@EER gone  mad o on autopl Lot help someons ol avaid it

swEening your dlisk  oiean. i e L Nawe ; prov ded ANy
st habile  zoenario would  be  detarls about how Write hhase
that  when mun the Rl destructl v QECEE amE e !
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PITOmEt . T ERTY FLATT L
T Am e Lol S e el g Ly
proamp and ftlashing cuwrsor making
vou think  evervihing  was  normal
unrtal YOu type 1n & command. in

responss to vouwr command statement
1 would grve you an excuse why 1t
didn*t wanmt to do it. It was a
@laborate program  and was tun to
watoch. fhere WAS nothing
destructive about 1t and when Yyou
turned the computer ottt it was
gone. Feomgram &165 1n ow Liblrary
is one such program.

Yyou  can imagine
ceamput ey frav i
shots + A =)
concerned. it up
AVOLG eMpPos1ing any
other programs.
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DISCLAIMER

THE ARTICLES CONTAHINED
NERSLETTER Do NOT NECESSHRILY
REPRESENT THE OPINION OF THE
GROUP, EDITOR, OR ANY PERSON OTHER
THAN THE AUTHORS. THE TACOMA
FPERS USERS GROUP CANNOT HSSUME
LIABILITY FOR ERRORS OR OMISSIONS

IN THIS

IN ARTICLES, PROGRAMS OR ADVER-
TISEMENTS.
PERMISSION I8 GRANTED TO CorRy

ARTICLES, PROVIDED THHT THE SOURCE
OR SOURCES BE DISCLOSED AND PROPER
CREDIT GIVEN TO THE AUTHORS.

SOUMS FARILIAR? :hy Arthur Author
REPRINTED FROM THE 'WORTHMEST OHIO USER GROUP’

GARNING' THE SURGEON GEMERAL MAS DETERMINED THAT
CONPUTERS CAM DE HAIARDOUS TO YOUR MARRIAGE, (HEALTH), A
HE HAS [SSUED THE FOLLOWING SELF TEST QUESTIOMAIRE, I[F YOW
ANSYER YEB TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, THEX PERHAPS
YOU ARE SPEXBING TOO SUCH TIME AT THE KEYDOARS MD YOU RIGNT
WANT 7O START PAYING NORE ATTENTION TO YOUR MATE. DENENBER,
THIS LITTLE QUITZ CAM OMLY PIN-POINT A POTENTIAL PRODLEN ¥
YOU ARE TOTALLY HOMEST [N YOUR ANSUER,

{. DOES YOUR MATE LET THE X1DS USE YOUR FLOPPY DISKS FOR
FRISBIES?

2. 00 YOU ASX “What’s for dimaer?"
PLATE OF DROKEN SAME CARTRIDGES?

NO YOU ARE SERVED A

BECAUSE THE P-30T FAN IS TOO LOUD AND YOUR NATE CAN'T
6ET 7O SLEEP, DOES SHE/HE SHOVE A PENCIL THROUGH THE
BACK OF YOUR P-B01, STOPPING THE FAN?

AFTER DEING CALLED FOR DIMMER 3 TIMES AN EACH TIME
ANSVERING MITH *I'1] be there ia a eiaute®, NES YOR
MATE COME INTO YOUR COMPUTER ROOM MO MR A SERVING
SI2€ SPOON OF TUNA CASSEROLE ON TOP OF YOUR CONSOLE?

WHEN THE BEDROON WINDOW KEEPS FALLING DOWM,
NATE USE YOUR CONSOLE AS A WINDOW PROP?

DOES YOUR

0 YOU THIM THE KISS ARE SPENDING 700 MUCW TINE MITK
THE CORPUTER, DECAUSE THEY START LISTENING T0 PROGRAN
CASSETTES (3 THCIR PORTABLE STEREDS?

7. IN MIVORCE COURT, THE BLY THING THAT YOUR MATE DOESK'T
DEMND WALF OF, IS YOUR COMPUTER?

1 VONDERED WHY NY XEYBOARD FELT A BIT MUSHY AT TIMES. |
COULDM’T FIGURE HOM THE DENTS AT THE FRONT AWD BACK OF THE
CONSOLE 607 THERE EITHER, WOW | KNOW. [F YOU THINK YOUR FAN
IS MOISY, YOU SHOULD HEAR MIME TRYING TO TURN MITH DENT
BLADES. OM WELL, THAT LITTLE STORY REALLY ’MIT NOME’,
JESPECIALLY AFTER 1 SPENT LAST EVENING TYPING THIS PORTION OF
THE MEWSLETTER. HEN YOU SEE ANY TYPING ERRORS, DON'T BLAME
ME; TS VERY DIFFICILT TRYING TO TYPE AND PUSH THE CAT ANAY
FRON THE KEYS. SHE SEENS TO EWJOY LICKING THE KEYS FOR SOME
008 REASOM.

—_ .

/
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CHRISTFAS
PARTY

FOR ALL MEMBERS
AND THEIR FaMILIES

DECEMBER 15. 1968

SOUTH END POOL BUILDIIG -

OUR REGULAR MEETING PLACR

in ENOUGH CQuanity to
t+o SHARE with EVERYONE

POP and COFFEE wsill be
Furnished by the Club.
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DECEMEER 1988 1099. There are many more
LAREL MAKER additions and changes that could
JOE NOLLAN be added +to this basic program
such  as  inputting the number of
This month I want to cover a }gbels ta print, or inputting the
simple label making program. It llnEA cant;nts ‘as the program is
is a no frills label maker that running. 1 owon't get ainto  these
does just one thing, orint  a changes because they will defeat
custom label. The label contents Ehe original purpose of a short,
are changed by editing the program simple label program} and  also
lines. I don*t like to see because su;h label making programs
Newsletters filled with long Siready exist, A ,
program listings. I would rather I &njgy shar;ng program tips
. Brogram FEViBWs and and  as  always will answer any
comparisons with a note about the questions. Joa Nollan S72-4680.

program’s availability. As 1 sald
betore this is a simple label
program, and that is it s selling
point. I include 1t when I pass
out a disk ot programs so that yvou

can print a label for vour disk. The following poem appeared
It adds a nice protessional touch. several yearé ago in a

The listing is very simple and newsletter whose title
straight forward. was misplaced. It was
titled TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE

100 CALL CLEAR . CHRISTMAS and was by Rolland
110 FRINT “LAEBEL MAKER": 1 : . W. Halliday. I have modified
120 OFEN #1:"FIO0" ! it somewhat and give sincerest

i 130 PRINT #1:CHR% (27) 3 "E"; } appologies to Clement Clarke
: 140 FPRINT #1:CHR$(27) ;CHR$(14) ' Moore.

150 PRINT #1:" MAIN HEADING" ‘

160 PRINT #1:" LINE 1"

170 PRINT #1:" LINE 2"

180 PRINT #1:*" LINE 73"

190 FRINT #1:" LINE 4"

200 PRINT #1:

 USERS CcROUP
OFFICERS

The main heading 15 in | 8
enlarged print and is limited +to , ER PRESIDENT
17 characters, however 15 is a m FRANK ASHBURN, .582-8886
more practical limit. I your | f
heading has less than 17, then add - §3 !VICE PRESIDENT
some spaces to keep it centered. % | JOE NOLLAN.. .572-4680 =
The next 4 lines of print are i i
regular type and are limited to 34 ’{ SECRETARY %
characters each, but a  more ég LARRY HAWK.,........564-3884 g
practical limit is 3¥. Using the E%‘ &
maximum line length will leave no Eﬂ:mHNMH e
border space on the edges of the vs RON PREWITT.........474-7310 E$
Label . Spanss CAarn e added to ﬁﬁ }%
center sach of these, and line 1 was LIBRARIAN ;ﬁ
o line 4 couwld be left Blank +or % TOM KING............535-2563 &
additional clarity. This is a TRY 5 E
AMD SEE program.  Frint oa label on v CO-EDITORS ﬁ%
a scrap of paper and make any Eﬁ JEAN SCHMIDT........735—9056E%
changes you  want. Foromore than ?g CHERI JEFFRIES......838-7995 E{
arne label vou could add linme 210 o3 . ey
R HOTO 120, o dnsert & rOR-NEXLT BEE SN T Qo N e e T SRV e LT e e e )
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THE MIGHT SEFORE TI-FAlIRE

lwas the night before TI[-FAIRE, and all througn the nouse
Only the COMFUTER was stirring., run by 1ts own Little MOUSE.
The HARD-DRIVE was hung 1n the FE-RHUX with care
In hopes that zome SOFTWARE soon would be there.

The SFRITES were nestled all snug in theilr GROMS
While cute LOGO TURTLES danced 1in their bE-FROMS.
FANd mama witn her So-—k and L witn my tRAUKER
Had just FEEYROARDED in a GAME

atter supper.

bhen out 1n my HYSTEM

I
I

there arose such a clatter,

aprang to my CONSOLE to see what was the matter.
turned on the SURGE and flipped on the switch
fAnd my SYSTEM came alive with narv a hitch.

The MUOISE and

the SOUND in the guiet room,
Made me fall

from my chair with a resounding boom.
And what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a giant CRT. with

a SCREEN crystal CLERAR.
With a littie old FRUOGKRAM so lively and guilck,
I knew 1in an INSTANCE, it must be GRAFHIC.
More rapid than LASERS the CURSOR 1t came,
And WHISTLEdD, and BEEPed and FRINTED each name.
"Now IMFUT! Mow OUTPUT!T Now MICRO and BASIC!Y
"On FORTH! On FASCAL! On ASSEMELY and “C~ 1"
To the top of the FRINTER, To DISKETTE and all
Now FRINT: "Dash away,Dash away, Dash away all."

As SFRITES that before a CALL CLEAR can fly,

Ere they meet with a GCHAR, and then do die.
So right to my MOMITOR the cursor it +1ew,
With a RAM full of MEMORY and an RS2E2.

And then in a NANUSECUND, I heard with a sgreech
The CLICKING and CLACEING of KEYS from the SFEECH.
iz I lifted my head, and was again sitting down
I saw a IMAGE of %P that came with a bound.

It was shown all in SILVER from its® top to its® SWITCH
The KEYBUOARD was GWERTY and held not a GLITCH
The SCREEN itself was a cool viwvid BLUE,
But could be changed on a whim to a different HUE.

Its CURSOR how it TWINELED., Why, it looked so merry,
s it raced ‘oross the SCREEN with such & scurrv.
Tts® MEMORY was ftlawless. ITts” COLOR was superb.
It moved BITS and BYTES with a SFEED vet unheard.

1t spoke not & word, but went stralght to 1ts’ work,
pnd firlled all the HARD-DRIVE, and then twned with a jerk,
And changing the SCREEN to a CUOLOR 1t ochose
And glrving & biink, up to the CRI 1t arose.

It sprang to my SCREEN,
And away 1L did Fly
And 1o=aw o1t FRINT

gave a soft litttie wHISTLLE,
like the down on & thlistle,
Ere 1t owent oun ot mighnt,
CHAFFY  Vl-FalRE TG Akl AN TU AL W GUUDNLeHT
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