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TI-XPO-88 is coming'

During the past month, many things have come
together for the TI-XPO-8B/TI FEST MEST. e have
finally nailed down the actual price for the booth
space to our vandors ($49,00). Bacause we scheduled
the show in the heart of the prise convention sedson,
the bids we got from the exposition cospanies were
very high. After auch discussion amongst ourselves
and the hotel, we finally were able to arrange to set
it up ourselves at a substantial savings. We are now
able to pass that savings on to our vendors.

We are putting together the flyers and invitations to
vendors now and should be mailing them out within the
week. [ have aodified our BBS to have on-line
information available to anyone who calls. 1 noticed
in the January 1987 issue of The Smart Programser (the
latest 1ssue) that Richard Witchell included a
refrence to our show along with the Chicago and
Nilwaukee Faires,

The Las Vegas Convention and Visitor’s Authority has
given us several things to make our show better, They
gave us all the badges and badge inserts we should
need. They have provided us with a person for 4 hours
to help with registration, hospitality, or whatever we
need her for. They are also putting together
brochures for us to hand out to our attendees that
show all the interesting things about Las Vegas.

We have amade an agreesent with PSA (the official
airlines o T1-XPO-B8) for discount air fires to the
show (available by calling 1-800-435-9772 and qiving
our "saile" number, M1384S),

Another interesting developement concerning the show
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fs that the Palace Station Hotel will be having their
reqular Sunday Brunch in the area iamediately adjacent
to the TI-XP0O-88 meeting area. We are trying to get
the hotel to change the free seal that they included
with the special rooa rate to be the Sunday Brunch for
the convenience of our attendees.More on this next
sonth.

For this month’s seeting, we will be demonstrating the
*Super Cart®, The deao will include showing how to
build your own cartridge, and how to load and use
programs desighed for it. There is a comsercially
available cartridge called Super Space available for
thosé of you who don’t feel comfortable with a
soldering iron. These ‘'super" cartridges generally
include an EDITOR/ASSEMBLER ROM chip and at least 8K
of RAM memory for storing prograss, Some of the
advantages of using one of these cartridoes are that
you can have your utility or progras be available froa
the power up amenu as one of the selections, By
putting your programs in that 8K space, you free up
that auch sesory in your semory expansion box., Many
softmare authors are now writing 2 versions of their
ASSEMBLY utility programs. One version loads into the
noreal high aemory expansion area and the other one
loads into the 6000 aeaory space, The 6000 space is
where the super cart aesory is located. Since most of
these cartridges are battery backed up, anything you
store in thea will stay there even after the computer
is turned off. As a matter of fact, you can treat it
just like any other cartridge. You can take it to
soseone else’s house for to a user’s group meeting)
and your program will still be loaded and ready to
run. While it won't take the place of a Bram Kracker,
it is a very cheap substitute in sose cases.

The winner of our TI-XP0-88 logo contest was Cindy
tontinued
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Mitchell, Cindy is also one of our newest aesbers.
She won her choice of several prizes and decided on a
package of 25 diskettes. Thank you Cindy for a great
job!

The Myarc saga continues...

["a getting more and more familliar with the operation
and some of the quirks of this computer now, 1 found
out that the reason I couldn’t get the ASSEMBLER to
run except out of Funnelweb was because [ never LOADED
it in the first place! I was so used to just having to
load the EAXB files that I created with the utilities
I disk from M5 that I forqot all about the GROM 1,2,
and 3 files. Loading them into the Geneve corrected
the ASSEMBLER probless and a few others that [ had
been having. It seemed 2 little cusbersome to have to
type 4 different file names to get everything to load
(EAXB + 61,62, and 63), so I did & little exploring
with wmy trusty sector editor. [ found that the first
word ot the 6K files is infc about where to load and
it there is ancther file following, A little
experisentation and some file renaming has now got all
f0 files loading with one short file name. 0ff the
randisk, it only takes about 7 or 8 seconds. For
anyone who wants to try this, all that is necessary is
to change the first word of the 7th file (in ay case
EAXB&) from >0004 to )FF04, Now chinge the first word
of the first BROM file (B0 in my case) to )FFO3.  The
next file (61) changes to )FF02, and the last one
stays the same as it was, Now the only thing you have
to do is to change the names of the last J files to
fall into sequence with the others (EAXB7, EAXBB, and
EAXBY), After making these modifications, all 9 files
will load with one file name (EAXB). You could evan
get lazy and rename all the files to sosething shorter
like B, Bl, B2...etc.

Well, as usual, I’ve put this off too long and an late
tor the newsletter deadiine, 50 [ quess [ petier quit
typing and start transaitting this to Dee. See ya all
at the seeting.

-John-
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
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August 10, 1987

John Martin opened {he August meeting by updating
those present on TIxpoBB and the Geneve 9640. He
indicated further upgrades for the Geneve’s DOS were
forth coming and perhaps there would be another
desonstration at next month’s regular seeting.

Gordon Leonard gave a desonstration of °*DOTS
PERFECT"(ta) fros Dresselhaus Cosputer Products. It’s
an upgrade IC Chip set for Epson compatibles as well
as other models of printers,

Note; The Tacoma 9%er’s User Broup Newsiatter - May
1987 Vol 4, Mo. 3, Page J - has i good review of the
*00TS PERFECT" upgrade kit.

John Martin gave demonstrations of several programs
from Barry Traver’s "BENIAL TRAVelER® Magazine on Disk
Series.

Gordon Leonard won the August raffle and selected a
floppy disc storage case from our alwiays changing
salection of prizes. C[angratulations Gordon!

We were pleased to have Jean Schaidt, a former SNUG
seaber who soved to Washington, join us for the August
seeting. Jean and her family were in Las Vegas for a
short vacation.

Respectfully submitted,
Don Mitchell, Secretary
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by R. J. Bieber
SEPTEMBER DISK OF THE MONTH

This month’s DOM features the following Prograss:

ARCH-LOAD  (XB-Loader for ARCHIVER II)
ARCH-V2/2  (ARCHIVER II ver 2,2)
TERR/WARE ~ (ARCHIVED Series)

As 1 prosised last sonth [’ve included Barry Boone's
ARCHIVER II Ver 2.2 on this sonth’s DOM. It’s greatly
isproved and compatible with Barry Traver’s ARCHIVER I
{XB). Menu choices include: Pack, Unpack, Catalog
Disk, and Catalog Archived-File. It works on both
single and wsultiple drive systeas and is self
proapting and easy to use. If you are using a single
disk systes just answer (Y) to the Swap Disk Prospt if
you want to Pack/Unpack to a seperate disk, otherwise
the progras will Pack/Unpack to the same disk it is
accessing for the file(s), It’s in Memory lamage
format, so you can load it thru any Mesory Isage
Progras Loader, E/A, or Funnelleb,

Included on this disk is a FREEWARE progras series
tros Terry Staph which Dee Wellaan downloaded fros the

EE GEnie Bulletin Board. BLACKJACK is played using a
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Joystick; great for the arachair qambler. Wait'll you
start getting more than 4 of any one denosination, I
decided it was time to quit when ! ended up with 10
duces and the dealer drew 5 more duces. JOKERPOKER is
2 poker game that gives you the option to gqo for
double or nothing when you win a hand. Interesting
note; it occassionally will give you credit for a
non-existant pair. WHEEL OF FORTUNE is patterned
after the popular TV game show, but without Vanna
¥hite or the shopping spree. It's a great family
gase. Instructions for all 3 games are included in
the DOX file which can be read via the LOAD progras
aenu or printed out via TI-Writer.

Also included in the package is a utility progras
called SHC¥ written by Barry Trover that’ll read the
DOX file and display it in 40 coluan mode on the
screen.

There’s no Help file on this month’s disk since all
programs include documentation or are self prompting.
The complete TERR/WARE series will take up 323 sectors
when unpacked and must be all together on one disk
since it’s Run from a Master Menu and utilizes
nuserous CALL LINK commands throughout all prograss.

I know you’]l get a kick out of WHEEL OF FORTUNE.
It’s the first game ay wife actually showed any
interest in, Just be careful when you go to solve the
puzzle, YOU CAN'T BACK SPACE to correct any typo
arrors.,

SEPTEMBER’S RAFFLE

The most popular items in the monthly raffle over the
last three wmonths has been the 100 Diskette Locking
Storage Box. Unfortunately, the last one will be
placed in the Raffle Pot this month. We still have
Bulk Diskettes which come in a close second. The
other itess don’t seem to be very popular; or is it
the winners already have most everything we're
offering? Put on vyour heavy thinking caps and write
down some ideas as to what you might like to see in
future raffles, Give thase ideas to me at the next
aeeting.

I'd like to come up with a nice item or two for a
possible Deceaber pre-Christmas Super Raffle. Perhaps
anather 1200 Baud Modes, or a DS/DD Disk Drive, or a
______ ? Without any ideas as to what you smight like my
hands are tied. I can’t promise anything right now,
With TIxpoB8 just around the corner it’1l be up to the
Executive Comsittee and you as sesbers to make any
recoamendations and approve or disapprove future major
expenses,

Keep the donations coming for the Raffle Pat. Any and
all itess are welcome.

The following items are in Septeaber’s RAFFLE Pot:

(SPECIAL ITENS:)

Cosplete T1-WRITER Package

100 Diskette Lacking Storage Box (the last one)
! Package (25) Bulk diskettes w/envelapes

T1 EXTENDED BASIC Cartridge with Manual

T1 §5/8D Disk Drive for P-Box

(DONATED ITENS:)
(2) Scott Adass ADVENTURE Cartridges

with Pirate Adventure on disk

ALPINER

The ATTACK

HOME FINANCIAL DECISIONS

KUSIC HAKER with Z disks
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE

PERSONAL RECORD KEEPING
TAX/INVESTMENT RECDRD KEEPING
VIDED CHESS

VIDED GRAPHS

T1 INVADERS

T1 LOGO II with Manual

! Pair Cosmodore Joysticks with T1-Adapter

That’s all for this wmonth. I’}l see you at
September’s meeting. =~ Happy Computing '!
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NEW and IMPROVED PROGRAMS !'!
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By Dee Wellmwan

Well ['ve been at it again, soending sy hard earned
cash on GENIE. But, the small expense is creating a
rather large and versitale library for not only myself
but, the SNUG library benefits as well,

The 4aore programs 1 download, the aore I aa amazed at
the power of the TI, and the superb programmers that
aake these prograass,

MIKE DODD has just recently released version 2_1 of
PRBASE. This super data-base program was originally
created by WILLIAM WARREN. MNIKE DODD modified PRBASE
to run on the GENEVE and the 99/44. This version
allows both the 99/48 and the GENEVE users easier
copying of PRBASE data disks.

The dacusents for PRBASE v2_1 are a brief but, very
informative article on how the 99/4A accesses disks
and reads/writes to thes. These instructions told wme
i lot of things that I didn’t know about disks and

43; those funny little things called sectors that reside
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on thes,

Apparently, the original PRBASE made the 0 sector on a
disk it’s data sector. This created a big probles in
the sense that in order to copy an old PRBASE disk you
gy as well go to a photocopy sachine and copy it.
The new PRBASE and it’s utility files move the data
sector two sectors down on the disk to reside on
sector 2, This wsakes sectors 0 and | available for
storing the standard disk header. Thereby making the
disk easy to copy with any secter copier.

I use PRBASE to store listings of SNUG for sailing out
the SNUGLETter and for addresses and phone nusbers of
all wy girlfriends now that I'# single. (Har, Har!),
I alsa store the User Croup Newslatter Exchinge
listing, the complete listing of all TI/BENEVE
software and hardware makers, and a cosplete listing
of all 99/4A User's G6roups. This release may be
freely distributed by individuals, BBS’s, User’s
Groups, etc. If there are any problems or questions
ahout this PRBASE, MIKE DODD can be contacted at 116
Richards Dr., Oliver Springs, TN., 37840. This
progras creates the labels that are used to sail out
the SNUGLETter, also, Which leads us to the next
topic.

MULTI-LABEL, does just exactly that, it creates labels.

MULTI-LABEL allows the user to create labels that are
a total nusber of 23 lines,up to 37 characters across,
individual line darkness, number of copies up to 999
each, horizontal tabs for more than one label across,
comson printer fonts, align the label in the printer
prior to printing, load/save your labels to disk,
cataloging disks including Ram Disks, total control of
editing the label. Sounds like we can put some spice
in that letter to Grandea. Well, wouldn’t you know it
this progras requires MYARC’s XBII, It seeas tobe a
good utility, althougn I don’t have XBII, I can
visualize what this program is capable of doing.
MULTI-LABEL is a fairware programs, the author, PHIL
BRIDGEFORD, 1312 Johnson St., Red Bluff, CA, 96080 is
requesting a $5 fee for the use of this progras.

I also, downloaded TASS, the Tri-Artist-Slide-Show.
TASS is for making a slideshow of your TI-ARTIST,
GRAPHX or DRAW-A-BIT II pictures, [ haven’t had tinme
to fully review Tass as of yet, but I's sure it will
be a qood progras. The author of TASS is Gary Bowser,
432 Jarvis St. Suite 502, Toronto, Ont., Canada, MAY
- 243, and is a fairware progras requiring a seall
donation,

1 have just recently purchased THE PRINTER’s
APPRENTICE and I intend on using it to help make the
newsletter but, I received it to late to effectively
utilize it with this newsletter, The progras does a

Quality can be achieved, italics, script, engrived,
block, etc., etc., are also available, THE PRINTER’s
APPRENTICE allows the user to create text graphics and
the integration of those with picture graphics created
either by THE PRINTER’s APPRENTICE itself or by ane of
the many ‘artist® prograss currently available. TPA
was sade to complesent prograss such as TI-ARTIST and
uses the "_P* format for art. TPA was written in
FORTH and it is quick, has good docs and is user
triendly. TPA was made by MIKE McCANN, of McCANN
SOFTWARE, PO Box 34140, Osaha, NE.  4B134. I
purchased sy copy from ARMADILLO BYTES, % Richard
Fleetwood, 1125 Easton Road, Dallas, TX., 75218.

These programs are very good and will help cosplement
the CNUSLETter in thc wmonths to come. THANK YOU,
programsers, for the above sentioned software.
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HARDWARE REPAIRS !!
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Do you presently cwn or use the TI-Impact Printer,
or an EPSON MX/FX type of printer? If so, then Steve

Buchanan, SNUG’s Vice Prez, says that he has access to

replacesent print-heads for those printers. The
average price for a replacesent print-head is approx.
$138, Steve says that he can get thes for $60 plus

-~ tax, Call Steve at 363-1043 for eore info., If your

EPSON type printer does have a bad print-head it was
ot worth fixing until now!

[ have found a small cospany called the BUG-WORKS that
repairs just about anything related to computers. BOB
¥00D co-omner of the BUG-WORKS repaired 4 different
080D disk drives for me in the past week. The story
goes like this:

I bought 2 MPI drives ¢from a friend of a friend,
without testing thes, goodbye $100, they didn’t work.
In fact after [ tried thea on ay systes, the
stand-alone drive power supply was cooked, unbeknownst
to me. Well, I thought, that fellow just got se for
$100. I then purchased 2 aore drives to install in my
stand-alone. Gee, another $130 up in seoke' 4nd ]
sean sacke! While thuabing through the phone book
looking for the SUICIDE HOT-LINE, I saw an add that
said:

THE BUB-WORKS
REPAIRS ON ALL TYPES OF
COMPUTERS, DRIVES, etc.

S0, I called, and Bob the owner says: ‘Gee, bring’ea

lot of neat things with text using fonts. Near Letter ‘¥ in!* So, [ did, He called me the next day and said:
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*Don’t hook up anything to that drive power supply.
It is bad or is putting out too, high voltage." Well,
I already had discovered that probles but, felt that ~ DBS REPORT
it was the fault of the MPI drives! "Not so," says

Bob, "the power supply sust have received a spike or
power surge'® Suce enough, the power strip that I was
using is just that ‘a power strip" no  surge
protection, no spike protection, no nothing, other
than a switch with a cute little oriange light and
little gizaos to plug in the electrical cords.

I know, there hasn’t been a BBS report for so long
that you all probably forgot that we ever had thea,
right? Truth is, I haven’t been doing much with the
board for the last few months. That’s because I've
been trying to figure out how to operate this new
computer. Every time ] think ['ve got it figured out,
Bob fixed all 4 drives and aligned them for $85 total, ~  -heY CORe Out with an updated DOS or something and
You can’t beat that! I purchased a  surge/spike it's hac? to the drawing board. In the ,eantxne, ; ve
protection, resetable fuse type, power switch for $20 been trying to learn ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE since the first
on sale at Radio Shack. This one is neater than the of the year and that doesn’t leave much tiase for the
last one, it’s got 2 switches, 7 orange lights and 4 ol BBS.

gizaos for electrical cords, and it cost more so it

aust be better! And replaced the power supply. The reason for this report is to let you know about

the new section that I have set up for the TI-XP0-88.
You can access it from the main menu by selecting
{TIIXPO information. There are several DV/80 files on
line now with more to follow soon, We intend to keep
the latest inforaation available about the show in
this section,

Bob says that he would like your business, be it a
drive, any coaputer(by the way he had 2 TI-99/4A’s in
his shop that he was working on), or cosputer related
peripheral that is broken, or need repair or aligned
he cin do it, He says that he will examine the
cosponent and tell you how much it will cost to repair

and if he can’t repair it, there will be no charge to For anyone calling from out of state, or anyone who

you. just wants to look at these files without going
through all the trouble of qetting a password and user
THE BUGNORKS nuaber, I hive created a streanlined entry method.
NICRO-COMPUTER REPAIR When you first qet connected, you will be proapted for
1735 N, NELLIS #19 a user number. Select O for new user. You will see a
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89110 short file explaining about the BBS and how to go
438-3113 directly to the TIXPO section. When proapted for
Bob Wood, Curt Wood FIRST NAME, typing the word TIXPO will take you
directly to that section. After viewing everything
$End of filet (( Dee » you want to see, select QUIT, This will log you off

the board. You say leave a message to the SYSOP prior
SEEBEETIISURLERNISNRtRItARtUsetORttstseatsattantagyy 0 10goff. If you decide to do so, please leave your

naee and where vou 2ra calling frne zomewhera in *hs

pessage.

I hope some of the other TIXPO comaittee meabers will

i . i also be writing articles for this section. It would
TI-kPD-SS sake -ay life a little easier and add a little variety

=Lﬁq VEGﬁq= to the prose. {hint hint)...
at the -
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Fab, 2P%23, 1885 Whetre the
"FUN" Neuer sets!
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“JUST SURVIVAL?®

DON’T YOU BELIEVE IT! It takes gquite a bit for any
organization to survive. It takes quite a bit sore for
an organization whose base has disappeared to survive,

And yet we 99ers Liave done it and done it well,

It’s impossible to imagine all the efforts of all
the people (many no longer with us) who brought us to
where we are today, YEARS AFTER THE ORPHANING! And our
cosputer is better than ever because there are more
pieces of hardware and software and firaware and, through
user groups, textware, than ever hefore. WNe have becose
a world coesunity. In the process our sachine has becose
a POMERFUL tool in the hose iand business and education
worlds.

Could you have iwagined a few years ago that, with
your $49.50 1ittle °toy* computer, you could go beyond a
MEGABYTE of mesory and operate up to 35 QUADdenisty
drives! Could you have ieagined an environsent so tight
that you could have an advanced Wordprocessor  and
advanced Editor/Assesbler and advanced Disk Manager all
operating as an environaent off ORE DISK! (not to aention
a FORTHLOAD, a disk editor, a ¢ LOAD, a patr of saster
senus, and piles of other things thrown in - like auto
cataloging, 10 screen color choices, printing or reading
any 80 file, and on and on - STILL ON THAT ONE DISK!)

Not to mention the extraordinary software: TOTAL
FILER, FONTWRITER, TI ARTIST (and all the zillion files
and cospanions and converters that can be used with it -
including the reasarkable RLE), CREATIVE FILING SYSTER,
SCHEDULE MANAGER, AND'''! {I’m looking through wmy disk
file and awm astonished. 1 have sore things than I know
what to do with. 1 have a coluanizer and sideways
printer and text/graphic creator (all wonderful FAIRWARE
iteas), a WHEEL OF FORTUNE gase with a robotic Vanna, a
prograa that lets the TI sing! , one that writes in
60THIC, one that creates newsletters with aany fonts and
graphics, one that tells fortunes with speech, Corey
Cheng's remarkable cribbage game, and Nutmeg 99ers superh
group disks.)

1 sit here and wonder when 1°a going to use it all.
As a writer, ] am primarily interested in ALL aspects of
word processing. Having used very many processors for
very many computers, I can honestly say the flexibility
of FUNMELMEB 1is hard to beat. I love the large type of
0 coluans and the easy FORMATting to 80 or 136 or
whatever. As a3 teacher 1 am interested in the
educational {(though all progrias are educational) aspects
of computing in the class. | use aany coaputers but
aostly VI because it is easily the best for the stuff 1
gc in wy class (though the Apple and Comsodore have more
of the user-friendly printer amaterials like NEWSROOM and
PRINTSHOP which has nothing cosparable on the TI). As a
game-player, 1 as about 20 years behind on playing all
the wonderful gases [ owns all the INFOCOM gases, all the

ADVENTURE games, all the games that ] haven’t even
treated through wy TUNNEL OF DOOM and ADVENTURE editing
prograss. (Not to sention the constructions of SPACE
STATION PHETA, GRAVITY  MASTER, and the intricate
tutorial/play/change of NIBHT NISSION.)

HOME APPLICATIONS' I haven’t yet put ay checkbook
files onto any of the wonderful checkbook filers I own.
I haven't even indexed all sy P.6. Wodehause books onto
sy PR BASE or C(FS for easy access. Nor ey video
collection onte VIDEGS. 1I’ve yet ta wire ay house
through the TI for alars systesl, light switches, auto
radio/TV prograas, coffeesaking. AYet all possible with
sy cosputer.)

UTILITIES! I have utilities [ can’t even begin to
use, many | don’t even understand. Nhy do I keep buying
this stuff?

Because | want to make ay cosputer be as potent as a
hose cosputer can be. And it is. And | say that soaeday
I’1] learn how to use such and such. Maybe [ will.

© And that, ay friends, is REALLY why | own and love
oy 99. I am learning. 1 am learning every day. | a»
learning every tise [ sit at that sachine. Learning -
let's face it - is great fun' The TI sits there
encouraging se to LEARN,

All that stuff 1 said above is true. So’s the fact
that I’ve aade almost 200 friends worldwide with whoa 1
correspond regularly. So’s the fact that the faires |
attend are a source of issense delight to ae. So's the
fact that getting my sonthly newsletters and sagazines
(Iike MICROpendium and COMPUTER SHOPPER) is like a
continual Christsas and last-day-of-school rolled into
one.

But it's the learning and sharing that really keeps
a2 hugging ay V1.

And the learning that made se evaluate sy computer
future,

As a teacher with a wife and four kids (all four
kids were in college at the sase tiae a couple years ago
and now only two kids and one wife are still going), I
have found upgrading a bit costly. I took a couple extra
jobs to buy sy coaputer in 1981 ($499.99) and held onto
the jcbs tn get Extended BASIC (%119} and TI WRITER (999}
and LO6O ($119) and a tape recorder ($89.95) and av
Expansion Package (Box, J2K, RS card, Controller, one
drive) ($900). By the tise the console case down to $49,
1 owned five (for ay own kids and for ay classroom use),
and 1 had invested over $2500 in hardwire, software, and
textware (about 1/3 ay annual take-home pay)! My wife was
threatening hosicide.

Justifiably.

1 was (an?) a cosputer addict.

And Elaine became (is?) a cosputer widow.

Though I had fun and used the beast all the time, |
was (aa?) probably just a very dusb version of that
genius Jia Peterson. [ learned more about the TI froa
Jia than from the library of over 100 TI books I own.
{You probably didn’t know there were that many.)

1 stayed involved with user groups and the writing
of articles and the editing of newsletters and the



constant using and modifying of prograas at home and at

work,

Long atter TI lett us.

Long after the first big exodus.

Long after the diminishing user groups.

tong atter the drying up of most sources (book
stores, departaent stores, computer stores, asagazines
{like CONPUTE, HCM/9%er, FAMILY COMPUTINGI),

Even long after people stopped laughing at me for
suggesting that the 99 was in the same class as Apple or
Comacdore or Atari. It isn’t. 7t's better!

Then 1 thought “upgrade®.
clone? Or an Apple? or what?

All the computers that I use at work and elsewhere
tase under exactan scrutiny. Will 1 buy this one? Or
that one?

I began, also, to try out other cosputers in
cosputer stores and visit friseds who let s test rut
their equipaent. I borrowed books and sagazines about
other computers. :

Then Triton came out with the IBM cospatible
converter for the TI, It was a clone that used the awful
T1 keyboard.

I had saved up steadily, penny by peany, since sy
blasts in 198! and 1982. And now [ could upgrade to a
better coaputer. IBM/TI was one option. Now that the
choice was a reality, | had tc reconsider.

Back I went to sy T1. To MICROpendiua. To COMPUTER
SHOPPER. Yo FUNNELNEB and SCREEX DUMP and PRINT IT and
CFS and CHINESE CHESS and HITCHHIKERS GUIDE TO THE GALAXY
and BRAPHY and CSGDIIT and PRINTER®S APPRENTICE. And to
all the prograns 1°d written and all the programs given
to se as gifts by other TI authors and all the PO stuff.
find all the great stuff from Asqard. And, aost of all,
all the -stuff from Tigercub Software that doesn’t even
BEGIN to exist for other computers. There are no TIPS or
NUTS & BOLYS for Apples or IBMs or whatevers.

But my 585D drive with 32K expansion was becosing
limiting,

So [ went with the best upgrading 1 could possibly
qu: with the TI.

First, 1 bought the HYARC S12 for a bunch of
reasons, [ had borrowed a Horizon 192 for a few weeks
and enjoyed the speed of ey autoload FUNKELMEB, |
thought 512 would be of more use to se {particularly as I
could use as such spooler space as | wanted to print ou*
sy files while [ continued merrily on with sy coaputing)
because of the imeense amount it would hold. Such things
as (56D or FUNNELNEB (with my FUNLPLUS' included) could
leap back and forth fros file to file and spool out any
text files at the sase time. The RAMdisk (of the 512

Should 1 qet an IBN

card) is the greatest leap forward I could have dreamed.

of. It is easy and wonderful.

Next 1 looked through COMPUTER GHOPPER and bought
{for only $73) two new, highly-recoasended Tandon
full-height BSDD drives. 1 plugged them in and used the

Come to *Las Yegask Yhapbe

double-sided abilities with ay TI Controller.

Then sy WYARC Controller came in with that superb
DMII1 and the inside ability to catalog from anywhere
{though I wish it could Print with that built-in
tataloguer the way it does with its M), Now I can gqo
into Myarc DM #roa FUNNELWEB, though 0N 1000 works
equally as well #roa that environment. Now I can
configure any sided/density coabinations [ want
intluding the 312 as drive). It’s so great to watch
disk verification when initializing as it whips up to
1440 unflipped, instead of the old J60. WMo asare
flippies. Speed. Speed. Speed! It’s even very fast to
be in RAMasd FUNNELWEB with a pile of text sitting in
EDITor, realize there is no initialized disk, SF to RAM,
leap into DM1000, initialize a disk, leap back into
EDITor, LF from RAM, and complete the task at hand
without having enough tine in between to get another
frosty Foster's froa the fridge.

1 suddealy enteri! the new world of cospetirng very
such on ay own terss. | ouadrupled av disk capacity,

ctripled ay drives, increased ay memory twelvefold, added
- a auch desired buffer of incredible size, and created a

speed operational zone heyond ey wildest dreaas.

All this while sitting on a collection of software
and textware that I haven’t even bequn to tap.

Let’s say not another bit of textware, firsware,
hardware, or software will ever be created for the V1.
This won't happen (as there are presently gver 700
cospanies - mostly Mom & Pop - making stuté for the TI)
but let’s pretend.

Where does that leave me?

With one hell of a great sachine and lots of stuif
for it! That's where. This sachine will last me for the
rest of ay life just with what 1 have and what is
available right now.

Then | ordered a Beneve,

Frosting on the cake.

1 had seen it and used it about seven tiees and had
talked and read about it incessantly for wmonths., |
wanted that enhanced keyboard, for one. » [ wanted to
ir-rease ay 2eaory beyond a MERARYTE, for twa, | uented
all the things that have been and aro baing eritt
it, for three,

I winted to truly upgrade ay systea. Beyond the
pover and the speed and the graphic resolution of the IBM
ard Amiga and Atari and Apple and Cossadore and ALL the
other lesser sachines while still keeping the incredible
built-ins | case to accept as intelligently designed
computerisas: RES, NuM, CALL, etc.

So here ! am; a T1 99/4A addict and loving it; a man
who has coae to realize that what I have now is already
beyond what 1 presently need and beyond what 1 can
continually strive for but never beyond what I can
isagine,

the "FUM" MNeuer satsl!
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