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It’s been another very interesting month for SNUG!
At our May aeeting, we had guest speaker Franz Wagenbach
fros T.A.P.E. Franz gave us soae very interesting
desonstrations of some new products from bermany. Among
the things demonstrated were the Gramkarte and the new
T1-Mouse. He showed us a stand alone 12BK memory card and
talked about a new 80 colusn card that will soon be
available, Franz also showed us a new EPROMMER, but
couldn’t demonstrate it because he didn’t yet have the
power supply for it.

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly
thank Franz for taking the time and expense of coeing to
our meeting, Thank you FRANZ!!

For those of you who aissed the meeting, we did make
a video tape of Franz’s talk. The tape will be available
to check out from the group library. Unfortunately, the
guality of the tape is somewhat less than great, so if you
can’t stand a few imperfections, don’t bother to check it
out. Speaking of tapes, we also have available the tape
we amade at the Feb. meeting when we replaced a keyboard
in the group’s console. Same thing applies to the guality
of this one,..especially the beginning, Still haven’t
gotten the Jan, tape with Craig Miller back from San
Diego yet, but when I do, it will also be available for
checkout.

Just prior to the May meeting, 9 of us sent off for
the new Horizon’s RAM DISK kits. As of this writing, 7 of
thea have been asseshled. Froa the comments I have gotten
from the other users and from my own experience, [ believe
that the Horizon Raadisk is one of the best and most
useful additions the serious user can make to his systes.
It’s similar to going from a cassette based system to a
disk based system. You wonder how you got along without
it' 1 am using the Randisk now along with Funlwriter to
write this coluss. The text files save to and load from

disk in a fraction of the time it used to take. Moving
fron the Editor to the Formatter is done effortlessly and
quickly enough that you may think both programs are in
aeaory at the same time (I timed it for fun and it took
just over 3 seconds from EDITOR to FORMATTER). These two
features make it very easy to make additions, deletions,
spelling corrections, etc. and then print out the file
for proof reading aqain.

The only disadvantage I can see to using a ramdisk is
that the rasdisk is actually an electronic disk, not an
electronic disk drive. This means that when the rasdisk
is full you either have to delete one thing to load
another, or dedicate your ramdisk to certain prograas,
(with 720 sectors, you can get quite a few prograss on it
before it gets full)., You can’t just put in a fresh disk
and start to fill it up like you do with a real floppy
{unless, of course, you have enough money to buy more than

one ramdisk!).

I have chosen to put sy sost used utilities on the
randisk and use the remaining space for text files or
programs that I am working on. I have FAST-TERM,
FUNNLWRITER, DM-1000,  NEATLIST, MASSCOPY, QUICKLDAD,
ASSEMBLER, and DISKD on mine, along with a +faw programs
and files, and I still have 21B sectors available for more
tiles or other programs and utilities.

The Horizon rasdisk is available in either asseabled
and tested form or in kit fors. There is approximately
$90.00 difference in the price, so if you are at all handy
with a soldering iron, you would probably prefer to
asseable your own, Plan on spending about 3 to 5 hours
putting it together, as there is a lot of soldering to do.
The kit is not especially difficult to assemble and is
well docueented. If you follow the instructions and are
careful about your soldering and component polarization,
you should have no trouble putting it together. I was
very impressed with the quality of the circuit board
itself and the completeness of the parts kits.
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The Horizon Ramdisk is available froa:

Horizon Computer Ltd.
PO box 334
Nalbridge, OH 43443

{approx $30
for board)

Parts kit for R/D is available froa:

Bud Mills services ($105 for DBL
166 Dartmouth Dr. $72 SNGL
Toledo, OH 43414 $36 for upgrade)

NEW BUSINESS

At this month’s meeting, we will be having our first
ever demonstration of T] MICROSOFT MULTIPLAN (MSMP), We
have talked our own George Tilley into giving us a
demonstration, beorge uses MSMP daily in his real estate
business and has a very good knowledge of many of it’s
uses (both obvious and obscure). He is video taping wost
of his demo so we can see how everything works without
waiting for some of the longer calculations and setup.
beorge says he learned MSMP long before he learned BASIC
and has found that for many things, MSMP is auch better
suited. It promises to be a good meeting for those of us
who bought MWSMP when the price came down and then never
used it because it was another one of those long reference
aanuals to learn,

As some of you probably know, next month, (July) is
election month for SNUG. If anyone would like to run for
any of the offices (President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, or Youth Liason), please let Rudy Johnson know
before the July meeting. Rudy is coordinating the
nominating committee this year, (he’s looking for
comnittee members too) so please let him know. This is
your user’s group., bet involved! We will also be
appointing committees for such things as membership,
library, and newsletter, so please volunteer, Help us
sake this the best user group possible!

-~John Martin--

BBS NEWS

The BBS has seen a marked increase in usage over the
past few amonths. It’s finally getting enough users
calling often enough to make it sees worthwhile to run it.
There were several times over the past year that I almost
decided that it wasn’t worth the effert because days would
go by with only 1 or 2 calls. Now, I am averaging about S
calls a night (still not so busy that vyou will have
trouble getting through, but busy enough to let ae know
that you appreciate having it).

If you haven’t checked out our (0)ther BBS section
lately, 1 think you will be surprised. We now have over
300 TI bulletin boards listed from across the country and

around the world! Thanks to our new assistant SYSOP, Bob
Tipton for compiling this list for us from many different
sources,

Bob Bieber is currently working on the BBS prograa to
add XMODEM transfers (much faster than TE2 transfers) to
it. The problea right now is that the original prograe
takes up most of the available memory, so if we want to
add something te it, something else has to go! Many other
T1 BBS’s have just dropped the TE2 transfers altogether or
sade the TE2 section so seall that the only thing in it is
a utility program to allow XMODEM transfers. We are
resisting that approach because many of our users are
corfortable with TE2 and don’t want to learn a more
conplicated teraminal program. If we can shorten the
progran and make it more memory efficient, we may be able
te retain both TE2 and XMODEM transfers. [ would
appreciate all coements and suggestions in this area,

If any of you have any articles or tutorials that you
would like to have put into the (I)nfo and news section of
the board, please let me know. 1 have been downloading
files from Compuserve and putting them in that section,
but I would like to get some other input, (Compserve has
this funny habit of charging money for connect time), 14
you have downloaded something that may be of interest to
the rest of us from Compuserve, the Source, GENie, Delphi,
or any other data base or BBS, please share it with the
rest of us on our BBS. If you have an original article,
we would like to see that, too. With just a little

participation from our users, we can make our BBS much
aore interesting.

--John Martin--

IN DTHER NEWSLETTERS

The newsletters which SNUG receives in exchange with
the other users’ groups abound with information which will
benefit most TI users in one way or another. Currently
there are tutorials being presented on using FORTH, 9900
asseably language, BASIC, Extended BASIC, ¢99 and even
PILOT.  There are many programs being published on a
variety of topics too numerous to mention,

A new group’s newsletter, which was just received,
was primarily devoted to TI-Writer use and aids, Many of
the aids had previously been published in other
newsletters, but this issue had pulled them together into
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one issue, Other newsletters publish reviews of newer
software releases including fairware (fareware, freeware?)
releases. Other topics covered include new hardware such
as the one which announced the rasdisk which several of us
recently asseabled. There are project plans for adding
32K memory expansion to just about any device in the
system froa inside the console to th old stand-alone disk
drive controller (also inside the speech synthesizer.)

Announcements which cover current interest items
include the on-going coverage of Myarc's new computer.
The latest on that is that it will be a card that will fit
inside the P-Box with connections for an IBM type keyboard
(in the April MICROpediua.)

All of this asounts to more information than anyone
person can cover, especially when other duties are
required such as getting this newsletter out on time.

SNUG ELECTIONS

John Martin has asked me to head the nominating
committee to recommend officer candidates for the July
elections. John is in his words "An old, tired President
in need of a break!™ John needs to have someone else take
over the presidential duties after his two year stint, He
is kept busy enough operating the SNUE BBS right now.
There are changes and additions to the board’s programs
which he wants to do but he has not had the time to do so.
1 think that we need to give him a break!

¥hat SNUB needs now is some fresh blood in the
leadership of the group. So anyone who has interest in
getting involved in the operation of the group should
contact me.

Along the same line the SNUELETter needs some real
help to continue publishing on a monthly schedule. 1 have
some coanitteents coming in the next 4 to & months that
will take significant amounts of time on ay part. This
will prevent me from spending enough time to get out the
newsletter on a monthly basis, Actually a new editor or
co-editor is needed for the newsletter so I could have
sose time to devote to applying some of the things which I
have been reading about in the other newsletters. 1 would
still help a new editor and hopefully also be able to
contribute some new material to the newsletter, ®ho has
the interest in continuing publishing the SNUBLETter?

-- Rudy Johnson --

P T e D T
A A Lt it P

Tl Tips #2
For the Basic Programmer

Last month I covered the different ways to LIST a progras.

This sonth 1 set sy mind to figure out how wmany ways to
PRINT things in a progras. These are a few of the one |
came up with:

* PRINT used by it’s self will PRINT a blank line to the
screen,

* PRINT with inforsation between quotation marks will
PRINT that inforaation to the screen.

* PRINT A will PRINT any numeric value assigned to ’A’,

* PRfNT A$ will PRINT anything that is assigned to A$
providing it is between quotation marks.

* PRINT A,B will PRINT any numeric value assigned to ’A’
and 'B’, A’ will PRINT at position ! and "B’ will PRINT
at position 13,

* PRINT A;B will PRINT the value of A’ and the value of
B’ side by side with no extra spaces between the values,

* PRINT A:B will PRINT the value of 'A’ on one line and
the value of ’B’ on the next.

These are just a few of the many different ways a PRINT
statement can be used. Take some time and see how many
you can come up With,

Until next time, Happy Computing

-- Bob Tipton--
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T.1I 99/4A CONVENTION

SNUb has received an announcaent from the Puget Sound
99%ers of their 1986 State of Mashington T.I.  99/4A
CONVENTION on Septesaber 25, 27, 28, 1984, S0 if you aay
be visiting the Seattle area on those dates you should
keep this TI event in amind, For further information
contact Rudy Johnson for the details. They also have a
BBS in operation froe 8 p.a. to 8 a.s. at (206)283-0953
for current information,

....................................
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PRINTER FOR SALE

RITEMAN DOT MATRIX PRINTER WITH P10
CABLE FOR SALE..vvvsviennsnassn 8159

CALL RUN "EBBER.: (EEEEE) 1111367‘27‘1
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The SNUGLETter is published monthly by the Southern Nevodao Users’ Group *
(SNUG]). SNUG is a non-profit orgaonizaotion of individuaols with aon inter- *
in oll aspects of Texas Instruments’ 83/% & 4A computer, including all -
relaoted hordwore ond softwore by third porty vendors. The GROUP meets *
6:30 PN on the second Monday of the month - currently in the Clark County*
Library meeting room, 1726 E. Chaorleston Blvd. (Chaorleston Plozo Mall). =
Visitors aond guests ore welcome to attend the meetings. Informotion on *
membership is ovoilaoble ot the meeting. *
Articles maoy be copied from the SNUGLETter provided credit is given to -
both the outhor aond the originol source ond that the orticle not be used *
for profit. [(For-profit orgonizotions wishing to use any articles from »
the SNUGLETter will need to moke prior orrongements with the Executive *
of the Southern Nevoda Users’ Group.] »
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Southern Nevada Users’ Group [(SNUG) SR =
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0. Box 26301

Las Vegas, NU B9126-0301
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SNUG OFFICERS 19B5-19B6: * Newsletter Editor: L
Pres.: John Martin - B647-1062 * Rudy Johnson - B71-395B83 *
U.P.: Gordon Leonard - 3B84-2302 * Newsletter submissions caon be »
Sec.: Jim Mathews - B41-6202 * sent to P.0. Box 26301, Las Uegaos, *
Treas.: Frank Buckley - B71-0165 * Nevadao B39126. Articles using TI- *
Librarian: Bob Bieber - B7B-3167 * Writer on disk ore ideaol. You -
Membership: Kelly Cress - 4539-6381* maoy clso phone articles with a -
Youth Liason: Joe Leavitt, Jr. - * modem olso o preferred method. *

382-1403 = »
SNUG Bulletin Board - 648-1247 * *
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