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FRESIDENT*S MESSAGE

As 1 look back on 1985, I can’t help but wonder what they
nean when they say the 99/6A is an “orphan® computer.
There has been a tresendous amount of quality new hardware
and  software relessed in the last year, Hardware
developers like Myarc and CorComp have let us expand our
systems with new disk controllers, expanded memory, real
time clocks, printer buffers etc,, while software
developers like Miller’s Graphics, Navarone Industries,
DataBioTics, Mechatronic, and & host of others have
provided us with software of a quality that had been
heretofore unavailable. Offerings such as  Miller’s
"ADVANCED  DIAGNOSTICS® and  "EXPLORER",  Navarone’s
"PAINT-N-PRINT", Databiotics "4A-TALK", or Apesoft/
Nechatronic’s *EXTENDED BASIC 11 Plus" have given new life
to this once "dead” computer!

And then there are the "FREEWARE" authors, FPeople such as
Paul Charlton {"FAST-TERM"), Mark Hoogendoorn ("99-BBS"),
Steve Lawless (Masscopy), and Danny Michael ("NEATLIST®
"SCREENDUMP") have provided us with commercial quality
software for practically nothing fusualy a $10.00 or less
donation),

*You make the past sound good.”, you may say, "but what
about the future?". Well, all 1 can say is that if the
announcements for the first part of this year are any
indication of what 1986 will be like, the +future loaks
bright, indeed! We have already heard from Craig Miller
about a new disk to disk dissasseabler he will introduce
right here in Las Vegas at our next meeting (Jan 11),
Craig has also recently started shipping his braa Kracker
madule, and will be selling a new book written by Ron
Albright called "The Orphan Chronicles*. He has announced
that soon he will be releasing .2 GPL Assemhler, GPL
Disassembler, and a GPL Prograsmer’s Guide to be used with
the GRAM KRACKER,

These utilities will allow you to write -
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your own BPL programs {easier than ASSEMBLY, but you still
have access to the entire computer and its peripherals!).
GPL is the proprietary Graphics Programming Language built
in {0 your console that was never documented by TIL.

We also hear from Myarc, Inc. that their new TI
compatible computer will be released sometime in the
"first quarter® of 1986, We understand that Myarc is also
working on an “IBN card" to give their machine
compatibility with "Big Blue®, It’s possible that we here
in Las Vegas will get the first actual demonstration of
the capabilities of this new computer! Lou Phillips,
Myarc’s president, says that it they have anything to

show, they will be here in Las Vegas tor the Winter
Consumer Electronics Show and will attend our special
meeting,

There are many more people and companies worthy of note,
but space will not permit, Suffice it to say, it ever e
truly were "orphans", we have long since been "adopted” by
a very friendly fapily!

--John Martin--

THIS MONTH'S SNUG MEETING WILL NOT BE HELD AT THE REGULAR
TIME OR PLACE!!!!

SNUG TD HOST MILLER’S GRAPHICS IN JANUARY!

On Saturday, January 11, 1984, SNUB will be hosting Craig
and Susan Miller at a special meeting to show off several
new products from Miller’s Braphics, including a clinic an
using their new "BRAN KRACKER" module,
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Also expected at the meeting will be Tom Freeman, the
author of a new disk to disk disassembler program which is
to be distributed by Miller’s Graphics, and Terrie
Masters, President of the LA 99%ers. Ron Albright, a Sysop
on the T1 section of CompuServe, was also invited to
appear and autograph his new book, "The Orphan
Chronicles", but will be unable to attend due to previous
comnittments. His book will be distributed through
Miller's Graphics and will be available at our mesting.

We have also invited Lou Fhillips, President of MYARC, to

attend, He says that he will be here at the Consumer
Electronics Show and will attend our meeting if he has
anything to show., They are currently assembling a number
of the new computers and hope to have them ready to show
at the CES. Mr Phillips has said that the decision to
attend the CES would be a last minute thing.

Myarc alsc has some other new products for the 99/4A
including 128K 512K nmemory expansion cards and a new
Extended Basic that will take advantage of these expansion
cards and allow access to text mode (40 columns), and bit
map mode {hi-res graphics) directly ¢rom BASIC. Les
Merryman, a Myarc distributor from Southern California
will be at our meeting to demonstrate these new products
even if Lou Phillips is unable to attend with the new
computer.,

The meeting will be held at the Sunrise Acres Elementary
School multipurpose room, The address is 2301 Sunrise
Ave. Located at Sunrise and Eastern,

For further information, contact John Martin (702)647-1062
or Gordan Leonard (702)334-2302.

--J0HN MARTIN--

FROM THE EDITOR

First, 1 must extend my apolagies to Don Mitchell for ay
error in reporting that another member had provided the
tlyer about our group. (Have you placed yours up in a
conspicuous place?) It turns out that Don was the meaber
who provided it and deserves all the kudos!

I just received nmy December issue of MICROpendium. (By
the way - if you want a source of info for the TI 99, this
is IT' I have picked up most of the back issues that
others didn’t have and have found them to be extremely
informative.) They are picking up a lot of advertising
along with having some very good articles and tutorials,
This issue has an article on Freeware (I like to call it
Shareware) with some views of soae of the authors of some
of the offerings to this wmarket, (Have you sent your
payment for the programs you have or use?) There is an
article on assembly language for the TI by Mack McCormick

who is their reqular coluanist in that area. There are
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reviews of Oak Tree Systems "Display Enhancement Package®,
3 40 column display program, and CorComp’s Triple Tech
card, Their NEWSBYTES section has its usual announcements
of hardware, software, new users’ groups (Yes there are
still ones forming'), and programs and tips on
programming. All in all, a good publication for those
information starved TI owners.,

Dur special January SNUG meeting should prove to be one of
the most interesting we have had, You will find a nap
glsewhere in this issue showing the location of the
reeting., I hope that all of you are planning on attending
to get some of the best type of information available,
i.e., from the nouth of those who are the doers in the TI
market, SEE YOU AT THE MEETING!

GRAM KRACKER-——a quick review

Hopefully, you all had a Merry Christmas; and, if you are
like ne, you're glad it’s aver, Now you can settle down
and relax in your favorite easy chair, watch football, and
gain a few pounds from the Christmas dinner leftovers.
OR, if you’re like me, you can turn your brains to mush at
your 99/4a console.

True to his word, Craig Miller came through with the Gran
Kracker just before Christmas, Mine was delivered the day
before by United Parcel special delivery, with the 80K
GRAM expansion installed, and a packing slip stating that
pach component, system, and memory was prechecked before
shipping, Also enclesed was a letter of apology stating
that the utility disk and owner’s manual which came with
the Gram Kracker were temporary, and that the final
versions of both would be delivered in about 2 (twn)
weeks, It also stated that if I had any questions about
the Gram Kracker’s functions, to call the phone number
listed in the letter. I was so happy to get it on time
that | didn’t f{and don’t) care at all that the
documentation was a bit sketchy. [ have made a few calls
to Craig, and not anly were my questions answered, but
other information and tips were freely given to ne,

Now a ftew words ahout the Gram Kracker itself, It is
definitely a QUALITY product! It has a heavy sturdy feel
to it that only our P-boxes come close to. It was
designed to fit S.N.U.G.gly into the console to avoid
problems with buaps and bangs. It does! If you don’t use
crowbars on your conscle, you won't bother the Graa
Kracker. It has a black, textured, epoxy-finish with
white lettering on the front control panel, and it sits on
2 fat rubber supports to keep it in a level position above -
the console itself, I assuee that this was done to avoid
the build up of heat that our cartridges are susceptible
to.

After reading through the manual which came with it, I

-proceeded to save my first module (Extended Basic), The

Gras Kracker displays directions on the screen which nake
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saving and loading a snap to do. To my amazement, it
worked the first time! With my confidence building, I
pulled out my Extended Basic module and Ioaded the new
disk version. It worked! They all worked!! It still
works!!!  To date, I have placed over 40 (forty) modules
on disk and reloaded thes without one single problenm.
Even the Atari cartridges (they de not have a reset line)
work perfectly after being loaded +from disk.  And,
whichever cartridge is loaded into the Gram Kracker STAYS
in its memory when the computer is turned off. After I
receive the new utility disk, I will be able to save up to
3 (three) cartridges in the Gram Kracker’s nmemory and
leave one in the cartridge slot to use with the flick of a
switch! Also on the utility disk are some nes "CALLS® for
Extended Basic,

Now for the best part! The Gram Kracker makes it possible
to edit the memory of a cartridge., You can personalize
your error messages in Extended BASIC for instance, or
have a title screen with your name on it. You can also
thange default printer specifications to fit your printer,
Atter these changes have been made, you can store the
modified cartridge the same way that you stored the
original, I could go on and on, but ['m sure you can see
that I am very happy with my Gram Kracker. It’s like
having a new computer! My thanks to the Millers, and Happy
Holidays to all. BYE

--Bob Sherburne--

EES NEWS

The SNUG BBS now has 1200 BAUD capability! We filally got
the new medem we ardered from DAK. The modem is an ADC
model MD 1202, It supports 300 or 1200 BAUD
communication. The selection of baud rate is automatic
and tone controlled, This means that the BBS will know
whether you are calling at 300 or 1200 BAUD and will
automatically adjust itself. The nodem has a built-in
clock/calendar that can be accessed by the BBS. It is
fully Hayes compatible with several nice features not
found on Hayes modems. All in all, I think we got a qood
bargain for $149,00.

Word nmust be starting to spread about our BBS because we
have started getting calls from out of state recently. We
are also getting more calls fros our members than we used
to with the old BBS,

We currently have around 20 programs and files available
for download in our file transfer section, and I aa
working on some documentation files for the Info/News
section, I will also soon be adding some tutorials and
informational files to the INfo/News section.

Probably the least wused section on our board is the

Message base itself, There is rooa for about 200 messages |

on it at any time, but so far we only have about 20 or so

page 3

messages and [ left most of those, Don’t be afraid to
leave a message or ask a question. That is what a BBS is
tor!

Steve Buchanan has volunteered his services as an
assistant 5YSOP, I have set him up with & resote SYSOP
access level so that he can help out with some of the
routine maintenance and updates, Welcome aboard, Steve!

--John Martin--

FROM THE LAWS OF
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING

01 THE PROGRAMMER’S NEMISIS
03 EXPERTS THEORIZE THAT, THROUGH EVOLUTION
AND INBREEDING, PROGRAMMERS MAY BECOME A
DISTINCT SUBSPECIES OF THE HUMAN RACE.
01 A LAW FOR THE FUTURE
03 IF 1775 NOT IN A COMPUTER, IT DOESN'T
EXIST,
01 HORGAN’S HOMILY
03 WE WONT HAVE PERSONAL COMPUTING UNTIL WE
CAN GET THEM LITTLE AND TALKING,
01 WAIN’S CONCLUSION
03 THE ONLY PEOPLE MAKING MONEY THESE DAYS ARE
THE ONES WHO SELL COMPUTER PAPER,
01 FIRST COMPUTER AXIONM
03 WHEN PUTTING IT INTO MEMORY, REMEMBER WHERE
YOU FUT IT,
01 LAW OF CYBERNETIC ENTOMOLOGY
03 THERE’S ALWAYS ONE MORE BUG.
01 LANDAU’S PROGAMMING PARADDX
03 THE BEST PROGRAMMER HAS TO BE SOMEONE
03 THE MORE HUMANLIKE A COMPUTER BECOMES
THE LESS TIME IT SPENDS COMPUTING AND
THE MORE TIME IT SPENDS DOING MORE
HUMANLIKE WORK
03 A SOFTWARE COMMITTEE OF ONE IS LIMITED
BY ITS OWN HORIZON AND WILL ONLY
SPECIFY THAT FAR,
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The following TI-WRITER help chart has been published in several
newsltters,

A HANDY DRKDY TI-WRITFR USFRS R

SUBMITTED BY ROB STEPHENS

e

'FRENCE GUIDE

The following handy TI-WRITER commands are reprinted for the
June issue of the 99’er News published by the TI Users Group of
Will County, Romeoville, Il. This puts the most used commands on
one page for handy access at your comouter.

EDITOR COMMAND (FCTNI!CTRL! EDITOR COMMAND FCTNICRTL! EDITOR COMMAND IFCTNICTRL

Back tab i i T ilns. Blank line ¢ 8 1 0 iBuit Vo=
Beqinning/line | v V illnsert character! 2 | G ‘Reformat : i 20rR
Command/escape 1+ 9 i (€ ilLast paragrapph | 16arHiRight arrow v DV D
Delete character! 1 | F ileft arrow it 81 S iRoll down ¢ 41 A
Del. end of linei i K ileft margin rel.) ! Y iRoll up i\ &6, B
Delete line i 3 1 N INew page : 1 9orPiScreen calar : v 3
Line #'s(aon/aff); O & ‘New paragraph | 18orMiTab ) v 7001
Down arrow i X ! A INext paragraph | 140rJiUp arraw i EVE
Duplicate line | i S INext window PSS iWord tab. { 170r¥
Home cursor H t L i0ops! ; vlorZiWord wrap/+fixed | ¢ 0

Load files: LF (enter) DSKI1.FILENAME . (lpad entire file)
LF (enter) T DSKI1.FILENAME (merges filename with data in memary
. . after line 3J)
LF (enter) 3 1 10 DSKIL1.FILENAME (lines 1l thru 10 of filename are
merged after line 3 in memory)
LF (enter) 1 10 DSK1.FILENAME (loads lines ! thru 10 of filename)

Save files: SF (enter) DSKI.FILENAME (save entire file) .
SF {(enter) 1 10 DSKI.FILENAME (save lines i thru 10)

Frint Files:PF (enter) PIO (prints control characters and line numbers)
PF (enter) C PIO (prints with no control characters)
PF (enter) L PIO (prints 74 characters with line numbers)
PF (enter) F PIO (prints fixed 80 format)
PF (enter) | 10 PIO (prints lines ! thru 10)

NOTE: The above assumes PIO. DSK1.FILENAME, and RSZ3Z are also valid!

Setting Margins and Tabs: (16 tabs maximum)
L - Left marqin R - Right maraqin I - Indent T - Tab
Use ENTER to execute or COMMAND/ESCAFPE tao terminate command.

Recaver Edit: RE (enter) Y or N

Line maove: M (enter) 2 6 10 (moves lines 2 thru &6 after line 10}
M (enter) 2 2 10 (moves line 2 after line 10}

=EoNESREsSESEST=Ess == ===== === == ==

== = ===S==0==R == E

Find String: FS (enter) /strina/ (will look far string in entire file)
FS (enter) 1 15 /string/ (will look far string in lines 2 thru 13)

Delete: D (enter) 10 15 (deletes lines 10 thru 1S in memorvy)

—— ——— ——
===s=== == - - = ==
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MAP -SHOWING LOCATION OF SNUG'S SPECIAL JANUARY 11, 1986,
MEETING BEING HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
WINTER CONSUMER ELECTROMICS SHOW

t

EASTERN

GOV ANZA

R

B30 SURIS)

SUNRISE AVE

¢ CHARLESTIW

SAHARA

FARADISE
MARYLAND PKWY.
EASTERN

DESERT TMV
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The SNUGLETter is published monthly by the Southern Nevada Users’ Group *
(SNUG]). SNUG is a non-profit organization of individuals with an inter— *
in all aspects of Texas Instruments’ 93/4 & 4A computer, including all *

related hardware and software by third party vendors. The GROUP meets *
6:30 PM on the second Monday of the month - currently in the Clark County*
Library meeting room, 1726 E. Charleston Blvd. (Charleston Plaza Malll. *
Uisitors and guests are welcome to attend the meetings. Information on *
membership is available at the meeting. *
Articles may be copied from the SNUGLETter provided credit is given to *
both the author and the original source and that the article not be used *
for profit. (For-profit organizations wishing to use any articles from *
the SNUGLETter will need to make prior arrangements with the Executive *
of the Southern Nevada Users’ Group.] *

»*
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Southern Nevada Users’ Group (SNUG]

P.

0. Box 2b301

Las VUegas, NV B3126-0301

T0:
Edmonton Users® Group

F.0. Box 11983
Edmonton, Alberta, T5 J 311
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SNUG OFFICERS 13B85-188B6: * Newsletter Editor: ol
Pres.: John Martin - B47-1062 * Rudy Johnson - 871-35B83 *
V.P.: Gordon Leonard - 384%-2302 * Newsletter submissions can be »
Sec.: Jim Mathews - B41-6202 * sent to P.0. Box 26301, Las Uegas, *
Treas.: Frank Buckley - B871-0165 * Nevada 83126. Articles using TI- *
Librarian: Bob Bieber - 878-3167 * Writer on disk are ideal. You *
Membership: 7 * may also phone articles with a *
Youth Liason: Joe Leavitt, Jr. — * modem also a preferred method. *

382-1403 * *
SNUG Bulletin Board - 648-124%7 * *
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