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SASKATOON TEXAS INSTRUMENTS COMPUTER CLUB
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We discuss and review new products for the TI99/4A while
providing technical support for any problems that a member may
have. We also support a software library and have regular
contacts with other groups in Canada and the United States.
Our membership fees are very reasonable: $10.00/single or
$12.00/family. If you would like to become a member, or reguire
more information, contact any member of the executive or call
the STICC BBS.

1986 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
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PRESIDENT: Harry Caruk 384-6321
VICE PRESIDENT: Ian Hawes 374-0019
SECRETARY: Randy Mortensen 242-1622
TREASURER: Ron Schnor 343-1256
LIBRARIAN: Gordon Millham 374-3387
EDITOR: John Thomson 244-1394

MAILING ADDRESS
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P.0.BOX 7925, Saskatoon, Sask., Canada S7K 4R6

STICC DISCLAIMER
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We are a small, nonprofit club here in Saskatoon. We
never have, or ever will, consider our newsletter a
professional medium in its field. Therefore, with this
consideration, the views presented in the articles, by various
authors, may not be the views of the newsletter committee, the
STICC executive, or its members. On this basis, this club
cannot be held responsible for errors, omissions, views, or
copy infringements, as presented in the articles.

MEETINGS
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General meetings are normally held at 7 PM on the first
monday of each month at the Saskatoon Region Community College,
145-1st Avenue North. Any changes in date will be announced in
this newsletter. The meeting room number will be posted on a
sign at the main entrance. (Usually room 144)

NEXT MEETING: June 2, 1986

Bulletin Board System
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There is no longer a TI99 BBS in Saskatoon. What was the
STICC BBS is now the Benden Weyr. It may still be reached at
(306)384~-2844. Ken Read and Colin Hinz are the sysops. This
BBS is node 22, net 140, of FidoNet™. Hours of operation are
4AAM to 3AM, 7 days/week. 7 bits, even parity, or 8 bits, no
parity, and one stop bit. The voice line is 382-2527.
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BITS AND BYTES
by F. X. Gaston

Well, I promised you a listing from Databiotics at the last issue. Only
problem was that it had not been enclosed. Hopefully this time it made
it. Therefore if you are interested in any of their products, ensure you
contact me as soon as possible. Already one of our fellow members has
taken advantage of their offer and received his package in less than two
weeks time. We hope to see a review in this issue (hint, hint...). By the
way, he purcnased a Superspace. So, anyone else interested?

Some good news, and some bad news. First the bad: Unisource, the second

largest TI dealer, has folded. Also if you have been wondering, HCM also
has folded and changed hands. I dont really think that this one will be

missed. I wonder if it had something to do with lack of advertisement? I
have no further news on these so keep your ears open.

My good news is that Myarc finally displayed their new compatible compu-
ter at the New England faire. Only problem was that a faulty connector
to the monitor prevented its operation. Oh well, back to the drawing board.

Ottawa Users Group and the National Users Association of Canada is having
their faire on April 26, Saturday. This will probably be already old news,
but then its better than none. Manufacturers who have confirmed their
appearance are Myarc, RyteData, Horizons from Ohio, and many others. It is
expected that the new computer will be shown, along with a mouse from
Germany, and an 80 column card, and other goodies. Busloads of user groups
will be arriving from Montreal, Toronto, and other major nearby centres.
Some U.S. groups will also be making an attempt to show up. Too bad it is
way too far for us. Also making its debut will be Timeline Users group
from Montreal. They will have a set up there while also allowing free
conference on datapac directly to the show from all over the country. I
expect to sign on at this time to receive first hand news on the events.
We wish the faire our best of luck. I will send them our best regards on
behalf of all of our club.

We have received numerous newsletters lately from the U.S. We thank them
for the correspondence. We hope to reciprocate by sending them ours also.
As I have observed, there still is a great deal of support for our machine.
There are also many innovations for support and new products. Keep it up!

Well, this is all for now. I'11 see you on the next one.
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[EDITOR'S NOTES]

>> I recently received the "Super Space" module from Data
Biotics and it works! I intend to demo it at the May meeting.
For an explanation of its features, see the information sheet
elsewhere in this newsletter.

Since I have been extra busy at work lately, and will
continue to be for some time, I have not done very much with
this cartridge. It will become more useful as I learn to
write assembly language programs.

Actually, I was more impressed with the demo program that
comes with it! This is a bit-mapped graphics program that
repeatedly draws different multicolored line patterns across
the screen. Since some parameters are chosen randomly, each
pattern is different from the preceeding one. A computer
kaleidoscope.

It is rather neat to see your own program name listed as
an option on the power-up/reset master selection menu!

>> Just another reminder to STICC members that we intend to
implement a club programming project. Depending upon the
interest shown, it could start this summer, otherwise in the

autumn. In any event, please keep your thinking caps on for
good ideas.

>> For those of you who own TI Mini-Memory Modules - eventually
the battery will run down. Although inexpensive lithium cells
are commonly available, they usually do not have the required
tabs welded on. To solder directly to a lithium cell is
potentially dangerous, as the cell could explode if heated
sufficiently. A better idea is to obtain a Sanyo CR2430 cell,
with tabs welded on. This is TI part number 1034598-0002 and is
available for US$S 2.48 (plus $2 shipping) from TI Repair Centre,
Parts Dept., P.0.Box 2500, Lubbock, Texas 79408. (806)741-3064

>> According to an item in the Edmonton UG newsletter, Home
Computer Magazine has been sold to another publisher. Apparently
the magazine will go back into publication soon, will contain
advertising, will continue to feature TI-99/4A, will be called
Home Computer Journal, and old subscriptions will be honoured.
[I'm glad to hear that, since I bought a three year subscription
last year.]

>> FOR SALE: TI99/4A COMPLETE SYSTEM or pieces.

Contact Randy Mortensen [deserter!] at 242-1622.
CONSOle t.veececesasassnnsancssses 5 100
PEB w/Mem Exp/DiskK .cuiceiecccnenens $ 500

Speech Synth ...iieeeeeeecececeaeaas S 75
LOJO II cieevecnnccccanascnssnaess o 100
Mini-Mem ....cecacceacaes ceessesessse S 50
PlAatO tveeeeessacssssasaannnnesses 5 25
Early Reading Fun (speech) ....... $§ 20
Early Logo Learning Fun .......... $ 20
Household Budget Management ...... $ 15
PAYSEC ceveecocosoonssscsassesnsnss o 20
MUNChMAN v .oceeeacacecssosssssassesns $ 20
Football ...ccceeceacccccnnsncans .. S 15
AlpiNer ..icesececeaccansensansseca $ 20
Tombstone City .ceseecescscceeesess S 10




DataBioTics, Inc. Announces the Release of

SUPER SPACE

SUPER SPACE is a cartridge based product for the TI-99/4A that contains an
Editor/Assembler GROM and an 8K-byte battery backed up RAM. A diskette
contains several powerful programs that take advantage of the additional
RAM memory in SUPER SPACE. The manual describes the product and the
diskette features. The product is avaitable in kit form as well as fully
assembled and tested. Assembly instructions, component layout, and parts
list for the cartridge are included in the manual. The manual and diskette
may be purchased without the cartridge.

The cartridge provides the following features:
4

1) Editor/Assembler GROM. All features of the Editor/Assembler cartridge
are fully functional with SUPER SPACE.

2) B8K-bytes of Expansion RAM in addition to any other expansion RAM on your
system. This memory space s fully available to assembly language and
console BASIC programs. ,
3) A built-in battery to preserve the data or programs stored in RAM
memory. The battery is socketed for easy replacement.

4) The ability to create your own cartridges. I1f a GROM header {is included
with programs stored in the 8K-byte RAM, the programs can be selected from
the start—-up menu screen just like a normal cartridge program.

The diskette contains the following programs and files:

1) SUPER SPACE Menu Loader. This feature allows you to configure the SUPER
SPACE RAM with up to 7 assembly language program names that can be selected
from the start-up menu. A BASIC program allows you to initialize the SUPER
SPACE RAM with a loader and GROM header template, edit the program names,
and reset the computer.

2) Cartridge Vacuum/Loader. This feature allows you to back up your
ROM-only cartridges to disk files then load and run them from SUPER SPACE.
3) Bitmap Graphics Demo. The source and assembled object for a bitmap.—
graphics program is included on the diskette. The demo draws lines or
circles and allows a screen to be dumped to a graphics printer.

4) Editor/Assembler Utilities. The source for a version of VSBW, VMBW,
VSBR, VMBR, VWTR, KSCAN, GPLLNK, and DSRLNK are provided on the diskette.
This allows you to write assembly language programs that do not depend on
the standard Editor/Asembler utilities being loaded.

5) GROM Header Templates. The source for several GROM header templates is
provided to allow the user to easily create cartridge-type programs.

The suggested retail pricing for SUPER SPACE is:
Fully Assembled and Tested —-—--—- $49.95

Kit Form——————— e e e o $42.95
Manual and Diskette Only ———————- $14,.95
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NEW HARDWARE FOR THE 99/4A

CorComp has introduced an all new 256K, or 512K, memory expansion
card (or stand alone unit) that both replaces the 32K RAM and performs
as a RAM disk. It has an external power supply to retain memory. They
promise a new line of software including a Data Base Manager, Word Pro-
cessor, and Spreadsheet. Prices are as follows:

256K PEB CARD UsS$ 169.95 PLUS SHIPPING
256K STANDALONE Uss 249.95
512K PEB CARD Us$ 229.95
512K STANDALONE Uss 269.95

These items are available from Tex-Comp, P.0O.Box 33064, Granada
Hills, California 91344. (818)366-6631

Ryte Data are marketing several new items including a TI Mouse,
a 128K/512K RAM/GRAM card, and a MAXIMEM cartridge. Rather than try to
explain their card, and considering the potential significance of this
.product, I have taken the liberty of reprinting their ad as it appeared
in the April 1986 issue of MICROpendium magazine.

Of course there is the GRAMKRACKER module that most of you already
know about. It is available for US$ 178.95 from Millers Graphics, 1475
West Cypress Ave., San Dimas, California 91773.

Then there is the New Horizons User Group RamDisk. This one is
available as a do-it-yourself project or fully assembled. Bob Boone has
tried one, so I have copied his evaluation from the April 1986 Ottawa
T.1.99/4A Users' Group Newsletter.

We received a DSSD RamDisk from the New Horizons User Groug a
few weeks back. Luckily it was mailed directly to me or ’d
probably never have had the pleasure of plugging it in to one of
my systems! I feel this way because I now don’t want to let it
la) and I feel confident if someone else had it, they would
?iﬁely feel the same way! On a scale from 1 to 10 I grade it a
1Z2{at least). John, %ave and Ron{Clulow, Romer and Gries; the
rincipals in the grnductinn of the prnduc%) are bending over
Eackwards to make this product available to anyone that wants it
at a price they can afford.... Prices range from %42 for the

circuit board, schematic diagram parts 1list and support
software{including source code) to $230 for _the DSSD, fully
assembled, tested and - warranted versi1on that we’ve

received(prices quoted are in U5 funds).

They’ve included routines to allow you to set the RamDisk drive
number anywhere from 1 to 6, a resident disk manager (DM-1000
Vers 2.3 so0 Ffar...) ‘and several other nifty little CALL
statements as well. It’s all very well documented and simple to
use and backed up with self—charging NICAD batteries as well. I
can’t say enough good things about the product or the people
behind it to do justice to it: suffice it to say I now don’t
want to do without it' . _ . :

It’s available 'in SSSD as well at a price of about $158 and is
upgradible to DS later if you decide to go this route. '
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The following is reprinted from the April newsletter, Ottawa U.G.:

TI-99/4A National Users Association (NUAC) News By Bob Boone

You're a great bunch of peoﬁle out there! Without vyou and the
support you're giving us here in Ottawa we’d be much_ado about
nothings i1nstead we’re getting to be a real entity! Thank vyou
all.

Special thanks to Terry Atkinson of TI-Nova Scotia, who since
his return from the sunny south seas, has injected new yltalgtx
into the Canadian Tl scene. Timeline is +fairly bristling wit

message traffic since he came home; with great product reviews,
great” Faire reviews and just to be different and a little
innovative, a touch of software too. Well done sir! Terry has
spared no expense and also expended much time and effort to
contact high rofile TI Glitteratti south of the 49th and keep
himsel+ and all Timeline Tlers in the know.

Thanks too, to the untiring efforts of Michel Johnson of CIM-99,
who almost single-handedly{I’m told) has brought not one but now
two large an very active Francophone T roups into the
fold...CIM—99 last month;: GOTIK{of Quebec City) this month and
next month the world, eh Michel!? Special thanks as well +for

our etforts in ﬁromoting our upcoming faire =o capably to
-éuebecois throughout your Belle Province.

Michel attended our last general meeting here in Ottawa and was
ood enough to contribute a suggestion to our regular suagestion
ox at he meeting. Since tge suggestion deals with NUAC 1711

depart +from mz normal procedure and answer it here rather than

in the Frior Fatterns column...

Michel suggests that we encourage, and 1in +fact solicit,
submission ot articles each month +rom those individuals and
roups that have joined the Association. He asks ME:; "Do I
hink its possible?’....I°m gonna pass the buck on this one!
Do YOU think its possible!?
(and i+ so PROVE 1T by submitting something)

Describe your clubj its origins, its history, its current state,
its goals, a pet project....whatever.... Thats just +for
starters! Hardware and software reviews are alwaKS well
recieved: wish lists for both hardware and software might tickle
anothers fancn and generate some healthy wish Ffulfillment now
and again! aybe vyour express wish has ALREADY been fulfilled
somewhere within sight of this newsletter! Do you want a soapbox
on which to express vyour opinion on something; here’s your
chance! Give it a go and you might just find vyou enjoy seein

pur name in print. ¥F ossibie try to send files in DV-80
prmat on disk; if not possible please send them any which way
you carn.

Tony Hopkins{(Ottawa UG Newsletter Ads Chairman) and I had a
discussion a while back as to directions into which NMUAC might
diversify. He suggested we might all benifit by inviting input
from other countries. We have friends with the gift of gab from
England., Australia, USA, and most recently Argentina and Italy.
I°m going to personally invite people from each of these locales

to et us know whats happening in their neck of the woods.
Might be exciting to see whats going on in THEIR TI
MicCroCoOSMm. ... Faul Berlinguette 1s returning to Germany
mid—April to further broaden our arena in Europe. Frior to

returning to Canada in January, he had already contacted a large
group in Sweden and yet anocther in Denmark. -

Report on the New Jersey Faire
From the BETTER HALF

-Eight of us went and despite a minor brush with a 24-wheeler and
the +fact - we had two yourng and beautiful Canadian women merrily
touring New - Jersey, - almost New York city too{perhaps
co—incidentally my OTHER - halt¥ was driving on both of these
oCcCcasions....1'm smiling dear...), we did enjoy ourselves
immensely! - = with the Hamilton show it was over all too socon.
They had a gymnasium_chock Fful of .distributors: Myarc,
Texaments, Inscebot, Tigercub, Ryte Data(all the way Ffrom
Haliburton here in Ontario!') were just some of the companies on
hand. - We were personally greeted at the front door by TICOFF
organizers who, although they bent over backwards to do whatever
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