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X CarComag 9900 Dick Controller Demo bv Chuck Wvnne
¥ Fingerprint Dema by Chuck Wynne

¥ Widget Board from Navarone Demo by Chuck Wvnne
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JULY MEETING

Minutes —-- Richard Martin, Secretary

July’s meeting at Shoreline Library was opened by Ralph Devin, the club’s
president. Ralph mentioned that the Home Computer Magasine’s latest issue was

just  out. He also mentioned that our July’sz newsletter had not been mailed but
was forth coming.

Chuck Wynne noted that the mail-order firm of Triton Marketing has ust about
everything for the TI-29/4A but the prices are high and that it might be best to
buy from one of the local merchante for a better price and service.

Bits and Chips (542-14636) now has the Corfomn 9900 Mini-Box for sale and the SUPER
SKETCH FAD.

Chucl: Wynne gave a demo of how to speed up the start of programs by suppressing
FRE-SCAN. Julv’s newsletter for details.

Al Lawrence of Bits and Chips gave a demo on a new word-processor called
COMFAMION. Al zaid that in several weeks that the people that mads COMFPANIOMN will
have a spelling checker for it and for TI-WRITER. Also when updates of COMFANION
come out vou can mail yvour copv in and it will be updated for free. Al also noted
an often overlooked powerful tool in Extended EPEasic programming is —-- OM ERROR.
For more info check in vour EXTENDED EASIC manual.

Ralph then asked i+ there was anvthing for szale and there were several items.

Chuck Wvnne gave another talk in a zeriesz on DEBUGGING.

—

Thanks to Doug FKeller zand Rick Schultz for bringing their computers to
mesting.
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DISK DRIVE MODIFICATIONS

Adding a second disk drive —-- Richard Martin

In June I added a second disk drive to mv svstem. I +fcllowed the instructions
found in the Disk Memorv Drive Manual and also talked to others that had added a
at
[

gsecond disgk drive. My svetem seemed to wark. but s times it would not load
TI-WRITER TEXT EDITOR or would wipe out portioms of the directory on a disk so
that I couldn™t access a file that was on the disl, The more I tried to recover
the file the more files I would lose. This iz what hacpened to the second disk of
datz 1 use $or the newsleitter mailing labels. I =zpenit about  thras  dave

reconstructing the mailing list. this was MOT fun. I falbed to Jonn Uelznd. our
club librarian, about mv oroblem and he said that TI had zn addendum to the Disk
Memcry Driwve Manual that adds a resistor pack in placs of the first disk drive
terminating resistor. {which the manual savs to remove when adding a second drive)
I then called 1-BOO-TI-CARES and to my relief thev still care and mailed the
addendum and the new resistor pack to me for free. Since adding the resistor pack
my system has worked fine except when I turn the expansion box on first then the
second drive(which is backwards from the manual). When this is done I can not
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load TI-WRITER., TI does not mention in the addendum what the new resistor pack is

for or what happens if it is left out, but I am leaving mine in!
KRXEKKKERKKRRRXRK

BREAKOUT

A Game from the disk of Tom Wvnne

Here is a little Break-Out game vou might want to try., It is a little on the slow
gide, and it could stand some improvement. Feel free to do what vou want with it.

This is the EXTENDED BASIC version. I am working on a similar wversion in
that will run much faster. Type it in and enjoy!

100 REM $Xk¥EEXEXEREERRR

110 REM ¥ TI BREAK QUT %

120 REM ¥ BY TOM WYNME ¥

120 REM oo oo

140 REM

150 RANDOMIZE :: FOR I=3 TO B :: CALL COLOR(I, 15,205 MEXT I :: CALL CHAR(1Z4, "0
OOQODOOFFOOOONO"Ys s CALL COLDR(14,.52.3)

160 CALL CLEAR :: CALL SCREEM(Z):: FOR I=1 TO 5 :: CALL CHAR(S&+IXG, "OOTEYETEYEY
ETEQO"Y:: CALL COLOR(I+4,I+2,2):: NEXT I

170 FOR I=1 TO 4 :: CALL CHAR(Z9+I,"FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF")2: MEXT I :: CALL COLORC(Z,
16,2y CALL CHARC(I00."O0I8ZCTETEZICIBNN" Y CALL COLOR(2,13,2)

180 FOR I=1 70 S :: CALL HCHAR(I+S, 4, Z46+I1¥E.28):: NEXT I :: CALL VCHAR(1.1,40,7Z

yr: CALL ”CHAFfl.-U 40,72y CALL HCHARC(L,1,40.564)

190 DISFLAY AT(14,1MSIZE(?): "BREAK QUT" 1 DISFLAY AT(1&6.8)SIZE(14) 1 "ETRIKE ANY
FEY

2040 CALL KEY(D.F,5):: IF S=0 THENM 200

210 DISFLAY AT(IZ.1MEIZE(?) " 1 DIGFLAY AT(14, 10 SIZE(T) " 1 DISFLAY AT(1&,

8)5I1ZE(14) "

220 FC=13 :: BR=12 :: BC=INT(RND)Y+4 :: BRD=1 :: RCD=0 :: CALL HCHAR(2Z.1, 136,
"~'."",'.\)

230 CALL HCHAR(2T,FC~-1,17&6):: CALL HCHAR(ZZ.PL,41):: CALL HCHARIZT FCO+1,4):: CA
LL HCHAR{Z2Z_PC+2.4T) e LALL HOHAR (DT, RLLE, 136)

240 CALL HCHAR(BR.BC. 10 1y CALL HEY QL K, S):r IF Z=0 THEN 2&0 ELEZE IF k=468 THEM
FC=pL+1 17 IF FCr=292 THEN FLC=PC-1

250 IF E=233 THEN FC=PC-1 :: IF PCo=1 THEM FU=PC+L

240 CALL HCHAR(BR.BC.Z2):: CALL GCHAR (BR+ERD,BC+BCD.CH)

270 IF CH»4Z AND CHOQF THEM 280 ELZE 710

280 CALL HCHAR(BR+ERD,RCHBLD,Z2):: ADD=I0 :: EB0OSUR 340

290 IF BRD=-1 THEM BRD=1 ELEZE IF BERD=1 THEM ERD=-1

00 GOTD 50

Z10 IF CH=41 THEM BRD=-1 BECD=-1 ELEE IF CH=42 THEM ZRD=-%f :: ECD=D ELZE IF OH
=47 THEM BRD=-1 :: BCD=1

I20 IF CH=4a0 THEM GOSUR TZI0 @@ EOTO 7320 ELSE IS0

II0 IF BRD=1 THEN EBECD=-ECD ELSE IF EBRD=-1 AND BRE<4 THEM BRD=1 ELZE BCD=-ECD

40 RETURM

IS0 CALL HCHAR(BR.LBC.3Z):: ER=BR+BRD :: BC=BC+BCD :: IF BR=24 THEN =80 ELSE 270

T60 SC=SC+ADRD :: DISFLAY AT(1,1)8IZECIZ): "SCORE: ":6C 1 CALL SOUND(1.280.0):: IF
SC/10=120 THEM 370 ELSE RETURN

I70 FOR I=1 TO S :: CALL HCHAR(I+5,4,356+I%8,28):: NEXT I :: RETURN

380 DISFLAY AT(1Z.10SIZE():"YOU LOSE!™

390 CALL KEY(D,k.S):: IF S=0 THEN 220 ELSE DISFLAY AT (12,10)SIZE(9):" "

FORTH



1: CALL HCHAR(23.1,136,32):: GOTO 220
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GEMINI-10X PRINT STYLES

A Program by Ralph Devin

When I got my Gemini-10x, I wanted to know what the print would look like. When I
opened the manual, there were print stvle programs for nearly every computer but
the TI-99/4A. I <=pent a little time and developed the following EXTENDED BASIC
program, which prints out just like the ones in the manual.

80 REM GEMINI-10X FRINT STYLES

o0 REM BY RALPH DEVIN, 1983

100 OPENM #4:"FIO".VARIABLE 2335

110 PRINT #4:CHR$(27)4CHR$ (64) :CHRS$ (27 RCHRE (B2 4CHRE (15)

120 FOR I=1 TO 2

170 IF I=1 THEM FRIMT #4:CHR%(14):" GEMINI STANDARD TYFE STYLES":CHR$(18)
140 IF I=2 THEN FRINT #4:CHR$(14):CHRE2{(27)LCHR (32" GEMINI ITALIC TYFE STYL
ErsCHR%(18)

150 FOR N=% TO 40 :: FRINT #4:CHR$(231)%CHR$(232):

122 NEXT N :: FRINT #4 :: FRINT #4

160 PRINT #4:" 17 CFI 12 CPI 10 CFI 2.5 CFI & CPI = CFIT

170 FOR N=1 TO 80 :: PRINT #4:CHR%(241Y2:: NEXT N :: PRINT #4

180 Mig=" ARC"

190 MI2g="Yu"

200 MId=nVyn

210 FOR J=1 TO 4

220 IF I=2 THEN FPRINT #4:CHR$(27)RCHR$(S2):

220 IF J=1 THEN FRINT #4:CHR$(27)%CHRE(44) RCHRE (Z) 1 "NORMAL "3

240 IF J=2 THEM PRINT #4:CHR$(27)&CHRE (64 LCHRE (D) 1 "DOUBLE STRIEE "
250 IF J=7 THEN FRINT #4:CHR$(ZT7}LCHRS (54) RCHRS (T) s "EMPHASIZED "3
260 IF J=4 THEN FRINT #4:CHR¢ (27! RCHRE(55) XCHRE (D) : "DOUBLE STRIKE “;
270 FOR ¥=1 T0 6

280 IF K=1 THEN FRINT #4:CHF$(27)RCHRE (S8 REHRE(D) .

200 IF =2 THEN FRINT #4:CHRS (27)LCHAS (L4 RCHRE(D) |

00 IF W=7 THEM FRINT #4:CHR% (27} %CHRE (68) LCHRE (1) :

10 IF k=4 THEN PRINT #4:CHR(Z27)LCHR# (L4 RCHRS (ZY1CHR$ (14) ;

220 IF KE=%5% THEM FRINT #4:CHRE(27)UCHRE (446) LCHRE(2) :CHRE(14)

I3 IF K=6 THEN FRINT #4:CHR2(27)&CHRE(S6)LCHRE (1) 1 CHRE(14)

240 IF J=2 THEN FRINT #4:CHR%(27)LCHRE(T1):

TS0 OIF J=7 THEN FRINT #4:CHR$(27)LCHRE(49)

I60 IF J=4 THEW FRINT #4:CHR$ (27YLOHRE (71 1 CHRG(ZTYLOHRS1£9)

T FFTNT

#4:M12: CHRE (27YLCHRE(BT) XCHRE (D) : M2¢: CHR$ (27) &CHRE (BZ) uCHRE (1)« MI%y 280

FRINT #4:CHRs(27) LCHR$ (84) ;CHRE (18) ;
90 IF K2 THEN FRINT #4:CHR¢<18):
400 NEXT K

410 IF J=4 THEN GRSUE 490

400 PEINT #4:CHES(ZTYLOHRH (54
AT0 TR J=23 TREM FRINT #4:0HFz
A4y NEXT J

40 FOR M=1 TO S :: FRIMNT #4 :: MEXT M
460 NEXT I



470
480
490
4935
S00
S10

= oy e
a0

CLOSE #4

END _

FRINT #4:CHR$ (27)%CHRS (465) %CHRS (9) : CHRE (10) 3
PRINT #4:CHR$ (27) %CHRS (70) ; CHR# (27) %CHRE (72) 3
FRINT #4:CHR$(27)&CHRS (66) &CHRS () :

PRINT #4:" + EMFHASIZED"
RETURN - ,
1333323332323¢3¢ 3

CorComp 9900 DISK CONTROLLER CARD

Review bv Chuck Wvnne

About two weeks ago, Barbara Wiederhold from Security Business Machines allowed me
to use CorComp’s new disk controller card. Well, at that time I didn’t think I
nesded to have such a thing for my own.

What a surprise! The card 1is great. Just one of 1ts new features is
double-density, The rest of the features make the TI perform even greater. Here
ie what I mean.

Ok, so vou cam have double-density, but what about the friend who hands vou a
zingle-densitvy disk? Don’t worryv, sust load it as normal, the controller looks at
it and reads it as a single. MNow mind vou, he can’t read vour double-density
diske. but that can alsc be an advantage. VYou can always give him a copv on his
disk by simply inserting one that is farmatted single-density and copying onto it.
No special commands necessary, By sust inserting the disks, vour manager will
capy from single to double. or double to single-density.

The Disk Manager II module will still work for vou, but the disk manager that
cames with the card (on disk, no module) ics much better. You don’t have to change
modules to get to it, leave vour XBASIC or TI WRITER in the slot. Not only that,
with double densitv vyou can put vow TI WRITER, ASSEMELER and perconal loader
pregrams right on the same dislk as the manager and have all of them at vour finger
tips.

The manager has these great fezaturesz.
1. You can format in single-density or double. Also single-zided or double.

2. When transtering files, 1t pulls the whole menu on screen, then veou can
mark which ones vou wish to coov, delete, protect or leave the came. You &lso
have the added feature of 2 transient protect. This is where vou can take a file
or program out of the disk. medify 1t and zave it back once. The =zavina of it
automatically reorotects it.

. You can  load and run assembler orogrames. games and FORTH right from the
zard —— noc module. Thig also allows vou to peek., poke, and move memoryv an the TI
without any special module in the slot.

4, The card zlzo has dip switches to increase vour dizk head step time. This
technically will allow vour dick drive te run smpother and more efficient on a
settipg that' = rioht for it.

5. This card is capable of using 4 disk drives. If your going to use it for =z
business, thats a lot of online storage (1440 or 1.44 megabytes).



4. There is no end to the possibilities for the Tool Shed utilities that come
with the card. The CALL MFEEK, MFOKE, VFEEK, VPOKE, WRTG (Write video registers),
MOVEM (move blocks of memory), EXEC (euecute by address) will allow you in basic

ar «basic to do almost anything. Future programs with these commands could be
fantastic.

Perhaps I didn™t cover evervything, but vou can see how much this card will improve
your svstem. Even with one disk drive, vou will be further ahead with this one.
The enhancements are worth the price. I cannot qive you the price, as vyou will
have to find that out for yvourself.

1 krnow one thino, though! You can’t have my card. I wouldn’t part with it.
OO0 KX X

Beat of 99er Vol.l. Orders

Notice to People who ordered: Orderz must be picked up by 8:30 at the September
meeting or thev will be sold on & first come basis. If vou ordered a copy and
cannot make it to the meeting call Ron Stone at 481-1417 before the meeting to
make arrangements.
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McDONALD’ S COMFUTERS

Come to the next meeting and ses FINGERFREINT., SUFER SKETCH. and the new CorComp
DIZK  COMTROLLER CARD in action! Also vou can order these items from McDonald’ s
Computersz 2zt the mesting or phone SIZ0-1981. The crices are az follows:

= 4=

FINGERFRINT - = mmmmmmm e e £ S0, 00
SUFPERSHETCH-——m——me e e = 50,00
DIZK COMTROLLEFR CARD--——————=———- $180, 40
KX SRR R ) =o===sas RO o X X o kX
FOR SALE
Feripheral Expansion System(includes Digk Drive % Controller. R Hemor
Expansicn, and Microsoft Multiolan) -- $400

Speech Svnthesizer and Terminal Emulator —-- $&01 Logo I —- £40
Munch Manm, Farsec, Hangman and Jovstichks -— 340:; Contact Mark Merlino 2IZ2-0840.
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te a repeal af the item that appeared :n May PE 9%sr Newsletter

cemputer Dav Camp on the Fastside

The

Fomtact

following announcement has appeared in the Fastside Family YMOA
Frograms Bulistin:
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COMPUTER DAY CAMP
Entering grades 2-7

In cooperation with the Texas Instruments Learning Center
this camp will provide hands-on computer training, presen{

lLogo and Basic programming lanquages, promote the development

af logic and groblem solving. Campers will be instructed 10
hours on the Tl 99744 Color Module Computer and will participate
in other activities: swimming, games and arts/crafts.

Sessions:
1, Auguet & - pugust 16
£. Auqust 13 - August 17

.k

Hours: S a.m. S N

Location: TMCA
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BOOKS ON TI-99/4A

W e L WE TR WA S R YR T T W W W

1
4

Summer

the Faateide Familv YMCA 1n RBellevve «ctel: 246-9%00), Four {fecs  and

Lhris Beeks for sending a very long list of hooks on the TI-29/4A. The
re now, in the process of being put into a file and will appear in either the
July ar the mugust newsletter.

Chrye vt
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. FOR &Ll YOUR T NEERS
for free Frice Sheet call McDonald Computers at H5285-1981

or write
805%, 38Bth Avenue NE, Seattle WA 98115
MK RN
FOR SALE '!!

T St T Yoy

Mini-memery and Ed|tog;ﬁ%§gThler Manual -~ $65,00
Theron Hunter at 248%5-4337
RIS TE TSI E LY
HELP !''' HELP !''! HELP !!'!
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Weweletter needs wour Literary BITS & BYTES to stav healthy and Keep on

put

Please either mail your contributions to the wusers’ ?roup or
them on a flepps disk and contact your newsletter editor at

better

the manthly

?b A copv of vour contribution will be made immediately and your disk will
. b.u;-ne«d an the spot, Please don’'t forget to include your name with your
contribputioan.
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stul with serial
em to work with
ferent procedure

The previcue procedure is from Tl's “tip cheet”’ ahd g succes
printers and some parallel printers. Unfortunately, it doesn’t se
the Pro-Writer {parallel) printer. So try using this slightly dif
to suppress the automatic first page advance.

Stepe:

noooyour  printer but  Keep 1t in the deselect mode .

fur e :
{This iz the default selection for the Pro-Writer when the
printer power is turned on.)

Put the TI-WRITER program into the "Text Formatter" option.

3

3. Respond to the uestions that follaow makin cure the
iet%er e is qressed for the "PAUSE AT END OF PAGE"
command. Press (ENTER>. <Your printer should still be ON.)

4, &t this point go to our printer and STMULTANEOUSLY
press the GEL fEelect) hutton on the Pro-Writer, while
turwing the printer off.

S. Ncow, turn the printer back on, then press the SEL button.
6., Fress <EWNTER? to continue,
Thiz method works, but 1< cumbercome and requires quick hands!

TI-WRITER -~ Jane McAszhan, Houston User’s Group, June 84

1've been doing a great deal of work with TI-WRITER recently, and have discovered
how to make it do several things which are not mentioned in the manual.

For example, in order to get an output of 120 characters across, set the following
Format Commands .FI;AD;LM §:RM 124 {page 100-103). Then use the Special Character
Mode <«page 98, 144> " "ascll Code 1 o send the compressed character code to the
printer. After vou have entered all the text, save the file and then run it
through the Tewt Formatter. Your text will be printed out the full width of the
paper «in this example with & character margins), The one drawback to this ig
that vou  ran not wse any tabular data since the above format commands will

reformat atl wvour text and data.

RN S A P 2

it you have been frustrated by the fact that your printer is capable of printing
more than the 80 characterc/line which the 99744 outputs, there is a very simple
colution: When vou OQOFEN the output to the printer, simply add the
file-spectfication VARIABLE 13Z{(maximum). The default value for this file spec.
rs 80, which explains why vou get an automatic carriage return and line feed after
erghty characters, ie - . ’

100 OPEN #1: "PIO". WYARIABLE 132

TI-WRITER TIP -- Milwaukee Area 9974 User Group to run the "Formatter’

Next time you prepare to run the "Formatter" to print yvour docment, try entering a
disk device and file name ﬁe.?. DSK1.ANYTHING) when prompted +for the "FRINT
DEVYICE MAME". This little "ftrick" will cause the output from the Formatter to be
directed to dick, rather than to your printer. By using the Text Editor facility
of TI1-WRITER, vyou can then Edit your "Print File" to see how it will Took when
prented, or to remove undesired page and/or line feeds. To print your document,
use the "Print File" ogtion. A1l of the printer control characters that were
imbedded 1n the text will be passed on to, and reccgnized by, your printer.

WEIGHT CONTROL MODULE AND PRINTER -- Ozark 99°ers User’s Group

To use a paraltlel printer with the Weight Control and Nutrition Module, when asked
2t the eqinning of the pPO?ram "WILL Y0U BE USING A PRINTER? Y/N", answer "N".
Later 1n the program, on one of the menus, you have the option to print records.
Upon making this selection you are asked to enter the device name. This time
entﬁr "PI0". You will be given the choice of printing either Personal Informatron
or Menus,

ERELEXEXXRRKNERX
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