


ON THE POSITIVE SIDE

A special thanks to the 11 people
who helped Pat Dean work on the cat-
aloging of new programs and down
loading them to cassettes.Thanks to
them at this Sept. meeting,at 5:00
the library will have a new selection
of cassettes to lend out.Pat is asking
whoever takes these new programs
please make a copy of the cassette so
at the next meeting we will have

double the amount to pass out.(please

provide your own blank tape to make
the copy on;We will have & new listing
of these programs in the next news-
letter.Once again,thanks for giving

up your time and helping Pat.

ANOTHER COLLECTORS ITEM?

While visiting a major catalog &
showroom I noticed a DISCONTINUED tag
on the peripheral expansion box, so
I thought this must be a mistake,
and I called for the manager.She
said that they had sent all the P
boxes back,and were told that the
new HEX BUS system is replacing the
P box system,If this is true the hex
bus system must be designed with a
new disk controller device for the
old disk drive,Is this whats holding
the hex system from being released?

I don't think TI will tell us,so it's
a wait and see game,but it is strange
to see a major price reduction on the
P system and hearing all of this at
the same time,

FOR SALE

0l1d style disk controller$sg5.00
call Harold 221-6193

10 TI command modules most$10,00
see Chuck Percherke at the meeting

Buy any Moonbean software for §10.
each,Brand new not used!Call
Ron 366-6870

Flip'n'File holds 50 disk$19.50
see and buy at the club meeting

ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE

we have been notified that one of
the last original board of directors
no longer wants to be a member or
receive the newsletter.wWhere have all
these people who first put their time
and effort into starting this club
gone?Surely we can't be that big a
disappointment to them,but even if we
are where are the suggestions on what
to do better.We would like some input
also from the 100 or so past members
who did not renew their membership
this year.There will always be some-
thing that somebody does not like.
Sorry for a dollar a month we can not
provide a three ring circus to enter-
tain each member.I was under the im-
pression when I joilnec that there
were people here to help other people
with computer problems and share in-
formation.As long as I own a computer
I will continue to have problems and
have new information to share.Il don't
think I'1ll ever let a few people or
club changes make me feel that I
don't want to be a member or receive
the newsletter., Chuck FPercherke

PE BOX DUAL DRIVES
REVISITED

Since the last issue of the
newsletter went to press, I have
conducted further study of the
power-supply disk drive matter in
the PE Box.

Increasing the steady load to
the region of 1.5 Amp. causes the
regulator to be pulled below its
range of regulation, and the 12 V
line drops until a disk error is
reported (around 6 V).

Thus, it is possible to
overload the power supply, though
two drives do not necessarily do so.
(And the regulator 1is not
destroyed.) Purchasors should
probably consider pairing only those
dual-drives sold as a system for the
PE Box.




5 WIRUTE MYSTERY

We all occasionally do stupid things. Especially when dealing with an unfamiliar machine for the first time. I have had a
printer and it’s card burned out because one of our students inserted the plug upside down. I have seen hours and hours of
data lost with an unthinking wrong SAVE command.

As Nedia Director at the School for the Deaf, 1 am responsible for 3 TI/99A computers, with which we plan to bring LOGD to
our elementary students in the fall. We were to give a demonstration of that program recently, and discovered that the
disk drive was not working., As it would not be repaired in time for the demonstration, 1 ran out and bought a tape
recorder. 1 have watched over enough shoulders to know that loading from a tape recorder is an easy, it time consuming

procedure.
The next day I gave the recorder to the teacher who would be giving the demonstration, and told her to get cosfortable

with it over the weekend, "It is alaost foolproof! The plugs are color coded with their sockets in the recorder so you
can’t make a mistake. All you have to do is type in OLD CS1 and then follow the directions on the screen.”

The following Monday was our demonstration, I was there bright and early and the demonstrating teacher was, too.

"I couldn’t get it to load right" she told me as I entered the classroom.

“ere, let me try - we may have to fiddle with the voluse control.* I typed in OLD CS1 but when I looked at the screen it
said, 2LD CSi. Oops' Sloppy fingers' And I typed it again, this time paying close attention to the keys as I typed. And
again | got 2LD CS1 on the screen, and the ENTER key did not work.

"We have a keyboard probles here” 1 said, "But don't worry, we will just use one of the other computers.” And guickly, I
nade the switch.

When 1 tried to load the tape into that computer, the same 2LD CS! came up on the screen, Now I tried hitting all the keys
and found that the Y U 1 O P were coming up 5 4 3 2 1. And yet, when I unplugged the tape recarder the keyboard was

normal!

I tried the third TI with the same results.

We decided the trouble was in the tape recorder, and the demonstration proceded without our tape of samples.

The next step was to return the tape recorder for a new one. But when I plugged this new tape recorder into the computer
the same problem reappeared' Furthermore, I discovered that when the two machines were cabled together, the recorder would
not play - but when 1 removed the "remote® part of the cable, it would!

When 1 called the store where the tape recorder was purchased, and explained the problem, the salesman was as batfled as
I, and gave me TI’s "TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE" number.

A toll call, yes, but 1 was desperate by now. I related the entire story to TI’s technician and he responded: "I never
heard of such a problem! Sounds like you have 3 broken computers.® He persisted with this diagnosis even after 1 pointed
out that all 3 computers worked fine when not connected to the tape recorder, and wasn’t it a little unusual to have such
a plague hit 3 computers at once?

DK armchair detectives! Can any of you (who didn’t hear Chuck give it away at the last meeting!) diagnose ay duab mistake?
It you can’t, turn to page for the answer,

1®@ REM ROE WILLIAMS T.I1.U.P
11@ REM

12@ REM PROGRAM TO PLAY LOWEST CHROMATIC DCTAVE '

120 Rem PROGRA AND A NEW (!!) SUE DCTAVE
140 X=11@

158 K=2"(1/12)

16@ PRINT "LOWEST (OLD) OCTAVE"

178 FOR N=12 TO 1 STEP -1

18@ Y=X*#K N

199 CALL SOUND (S0, Y, @)

200 NEXT N

21@ CALL SOUND(5@@, 110, @)

220 X=82%

23@ CALL CLEAR

24@ PRINT "LOWEST (NEW) OCTAVE'"

250 FOR N=12 TD 1 STEP -1

26 Y=X*K N

27@ CALL SOUND (5@@, 2200@, 30, 22000, 3@, Y, 30, -4, @)

280 NEXT N

£9@ CALL SDUND (500, ZZQ@@, 30, 2200@, 30, 825, 3@, —4, @)

10@ REM THIS PROGRAM WILL PLAY AND PRINT THE FREQUENCIES FOR & ADDITIOCNAL CCTAVE
§ OF BASS NOTES ON THE TI-393/4A.

1Q5 REM USE THEM AS SHOWN IN LINE 16@.

1@7 REM BY JIM PETERSON REPRINTED IN THE SYDNEY NEWS DIGEST FROM TEXNET.
11@ DEF R(X)=INT(X+.5)

12@ F=1652

13@ FOR J=1 TO &%

14@ READ N

15@ PRINY N$;“ =";R(F)

16@ CALL SOUND(S@e, 22000, 30, 2200@, 32, F, 30, -4, 3)

17@ F=F/1.@53463034

18@ 1F J()1& THEN 2e@

13@ RESTORE

20@ NEXT J . 53

21@ DATA A,E flat,B,C,CH#,D,E flat,E,F,F#,G,A flat,n .




I tinally did what 1 should have done when this problem first presented itself - I called a member of the Pittshurgh Users

Group, and outlined the prablea.

He didn’t wait for me to finish, but said, "Tippi, where did you plug the tape recorder?”

‘Into the computer, of course”
"Ne, I mean, in the side or in the back?"
‘Into the side--"

*"Tippi the is laughing now), "you plugged the recorder into the joystick port, which is connected to the keyboard. No

wonder it went haywire!®

To give my story a happy ending, I tried plugging the tape recorder into its proper port and all worked just f#ine. Thank

goodness this time no persanent damage was done,

I can’t help wondering what kind of technical support TI has to offer! Do our members know more about the machine than the

so called professional experts?

This episode underscores the value of a user group. 1'd like to make a suggestion, The club ought to list volunteers
technical experts - with their phone nusbers - in the newsletter so that when we novices get ourselves in trauble we will
have somewhere to turn. 1’d even like to- further suggest that the technical experts identify themselves by neighborhood.
An experienced TI owner in the neighborhood of the School for the Deaf, for instance, might have averted this problem

right from the beginning!

JONATHAN® 8 CORNER

Welcome to Jonathan™s Corner!
This section is designed to answer
any questions about the TI

computer, and give hints, tips, and
quirks that are undocumented, and
virtually unknown.

To start this month*s article, I
will relay an interesting guirk of
TI Extended BASIC. In some dialects

o f RASIC used by other home
computers, there are quick
abbreviations for much—used
statements. The TR&-80, far
example., lets a wuser place a
question mark wherever the "Frint"
statement is used. The oanly

documented abbreviation for the TI
is an exclamtion point to mean

"Rem" ., which is called a tail
REMar b . But control cocharacters
{(Fressing the <OCTRLY  key and
another key at the same time) can
also be used to make an

abhreviation in Extended RASIC.
Simply type a line number and, say,
a “CTRL> 3 if you want to say
"Frint". The control character will
show up as a blank on the screen.
Fress <“ENTER>» and then list or run
the program. In the place of the
control character will be its
alternate statement.

Tippi Coaden

These abbreviations cannot be
uwsed as direct commands, only as
statements in a program. Also, they
are not functional in console
BASIC. They can only be part of a
REM statement there.

Try experimenting with different

control characters to vield
different statements. The <FCTN>
key can also be used in some

instances. Thanks to Walt Dollard
for passing on this useful tip.

Flease let me know if you have
any interesting tips or quirks to
share with the Club Members, or i+t
vouw have any questions regarding
the TI, please write me at:

136 Thornberry Drive
Fittsburgh, FA 13523535

My phone number is 7314894,

Have fun,

Jonathan Zittrain

Next month: Telecommunications with
the TI




ADVANCED SOFTWARE

181 Carnegie Av.
Clairton, PA, 15025

Bii i b R

An inexpensive office type data
processor for home scale use with
the Texas Instruments 99/4A Home
Computer and the Mini Memory Command
module. It features:

# FULL SCREEN EDITING

# AUTOMATIC WORD WRAFP

# AUTOMATIC LINE CENTERING
# RIGHT JUSTIFICATION

# CHARACTER HANDLING

# TEXT FORMATING

# MERGING OF TEXTS

# TYPEWRITER MODE

# 12000 CHARACTER TEXT

# FAST LOAD AND SAVE

# MULTIPLE USES

# COMPATIBLE WITH ANY PRINTER

The MINI EDITOR program is a data processor that, when used as a word
processor, lets you edit documents by cursor control on a spreadsheet-type

display and, optionally, print them under the format of your choice, The
MINI EDITOR can also be used to store and update any kind of information.
It works at a relatively high speed and 1is very easy to use. These

features make it convenient for home applications. The program is written
in assembly language to be loaded on the Mini Memory 4K RAM. You can use
a cassette to save and load the text at the same speed that you save a
BASIC program. The longest text of 12K will take around three minutes to
be loaded or saved. The text itself is handled in a compact format in a
12K section of the VDP RAM, storing approximately three pages of 50 lines
with 80 characters. The program also allows you to use the printer as a
regular typewriter. The equipment required consists of a console, Mini
Memory module, monitor or TV and a cassette player. The printer and
corresponding interfacing elements are neccesary only when ready to print.
If you have a TI thermal printer you will not need an interface. Longer
texts can be divided into sections of 12,000 characters or less. The
flexibility of the program allows other applications, besides typing,
whenever you need to visually inspect and/or quickly change stored
information.

We believe that the MINI EDITOR is the best choice for you if you do
not want to expend hundreds of dollars in peripherals and yet want your
computer to work as if you had them. For a comparison between the MINI
EDITOR when used as a word processor and other programs 1in the market,
based on an article which appeared in the May 1983 1issue of the 99'er,
look at the reverse side of this sheet. After you read 1it, we're sure
you'll agree.
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TI99/4A

Monitor

Extended Basic

Mini Memory

Disk Controller

Disk Drive(s)

32K Memory Expansion

RS232 Interface

Printer X
S

FEATURE

Full screen editing

X

Automatic word wrap

Right justification

Automatic line centering

Find string function

Text block handling

Text line handling

Text character handling

Linking files to print

sl Bl Eol Kol ol B ol Bl Bal Bel

Text formating

Screen formated

as on paper

Mailing list interface

PRICE ($)

To order, send check or money order
for $25.00 tos

ADVANCED SOFTWARE
181 Carnegie Av
Claircon, PA. 15025 6

PA residents add 6%
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