





CHAIRMAN™S TWO CENTS WORTH
by Berry Minuk

As the old joke goes 1 have good news and bad news. First the bad
news 1is that no Geneve came back from Chicago with our delegation
to the Faire. bBut the good news is that Jane received one 1in the
mail about a weei- ago. But the bad news is that there was no
operating system with it. But the good news is that one is being
sent to  Jane and should be here in time for the next meeting.
There was no report on the faire at the last meeting but there
should be one in this newsletter to make up for it.

Those of vyou who attended the last meeting saw a preview of a new
operating system which Art Green has written. Unfortunately at the
moment this system only works with the Horizon Ramdisk. There i= a
ossibility that it can be adapted to work with some of the other
amdisks on the market if Art can be persuaded to do so.

Since ocur laszt  appeal for volunteers several have come forth io
take uo the vacant positions. lucie Dorais has agresd to look
atter Membership. Henri Monat has agreed to act as our new
Archivicst. Henri together with Thom Mercer have agreed to run the
software contest this year and will be making an announcement scon
about rules. HMost important of =11 Bob Boone has agreec to chair
the organization of our 1987 TlI-Fest Morth. Much thanks o him for
sccepting this post and 1 know that vyou will respond genercusly
with vyour time when Eob asks for help with a1l of the work
involved.

I am alseo aratitied to =ee that we are getting new articles from
cur members for the newsletter and te these new contributors I know
vou will all want to say welcome aboard and keep up the good work.
In this 1=ssue you will also find the beginning of a new ceries en
francaiese witten by Fichel Johnson who is the FPresident of the CIM
oronp i Montrezl and alsoc a member of our group.

the lack of responcse the Forth and Assemblyv tutorials bheen
ed. We are hoping to replace them with Workshops slong the
of the C workcshop. If vou are interested please phone me or
‘ierre or Llovd. We can persuade Art Green to lead the
s==mbly workshop and Jean—Pierre to lead the Forth one but we must
have =ome recponzse first. There 1is an  enormous  amount o+
programming talent in ocur group. Let = nct let it go to waste.
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The next meeting will feature a demo of the Geneve (if working) and
alsc the new long—awaited programs from Databiotics. We hecpe that
our new multiple monitor svstem will bz available so all will be
able to s=ee the demos properly. Jarne will also have the new
kevboard from Rave for those of vou who haven™t vet =zeen it.

Femember that we still have a cassette library and tapes are
available by contacting Jack PMcAllister.

IMPORTANT NOTE-For thos=e of you who were not at the 1last meeting
there 15 a change in the location of the December meesting because
the Merivale School i= not available. The meeting has been moved
to Computing Devices ERldg. #3. This is the location used by the
Carleton Users Group and thanks to them we will have the use of it.

The directiens to get there are as follows:

Coming from Ottawa take the Gueensway West and exit at the FRichmond
Rd.-Bayshore exit, then take Richmond Rd. South for zbout 1 km and
you will reach Bells Corners. keep along Richmond Rd. and on your
right you will c=spe various Computing Devices diveways. The
Driveway for Hldg. No. 3 is just before Mothers Fizza Shop. _Turn
into that driveway and precceed about 100 metres and you will see
the parking area. Bldg. #3 is on the left =side of the driveway.
If vyou are coming rom the west side of Bells Corners simply
reverse the directions. HMothers will be on left side of Richmond
Rd. and the driveway just after Mothers.

I will see you a11 at the December meeting and let®s have a super
turnout for iz.

]



FORTH TO You, Tog !
BY Lultz Winkler

Introduction

According to our source there are quite a few people out there who
ot the TI-FORTH disk and documentation when TI made them available
o user aroups. Hut not very many do much with it. Why? Well, the

TI manual 1s not a tutorial, 1t assumes that you know something

about FORTH. Though packed with useful information there are no

instructions on how to begin. We will try to get you started from
the vervy beginning. Hopefully we™ll =strike a happy medium,
somewhere in between teaching and providing info that s u=seful to
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What i1s FORTH?

There was much hvme wheEn it becams available to TI users, some of
1t was overdone. But it is faster than BASIC and there are =ome
sdvantages which will not immediatesly be evident to a beginner.
FORTH 1s & TIL (Thresded Interpretive Language) and it*11 be hard
for vyou to believe that thsre is no GOTO command. I+ that i hard
to swallow, there is more : It uses RFN or post—+ix notation (RPN =
Feverse Folish MNetation). In cther words, its not 2 + 2 that
equal=s 4 but 2 Z + . We*ll find cut more as we go along. for now
let’s just sav that FORTH is very powerful, guite a bit faster than
BASIC. compact, but perhaps more difficult to learn than BASIC. fs
a matter of fact, kpowing BASIC may makes it harder on vou, because
=ng

wou® 11 ke thinking EBASIC unmtil vou get the hang of FORTH.

Getting started.

Hefore vyou do anvthing with vour FORTH disk, get cut the DISE
MAMAGER and make a bkackup copy. Do all vyour work and experimenting
with this cepy unless vou are prepared to get a new FORTH dick.
Mow plu gl Ehp “DITOR/ ASSEMBLER. opt for 3 {LOAD AND  EURD and
enter BShl..uﬁT R After a moment the screen shows "BOODTING..."
which 1= scon replaced by a menu. These are the LOAD options. For
right now vyou need to concern yourselfd with only Z of them: the
normal or the &d-column editors. Your choice will depend on
several factors: 1) your evyesight. 2 vour moenitor. and 3 ow well
voau have adapted toc using “windows™. So jump right in and enter
—&45SUFFCGRT. After vouwr disk drive i1is through vou will see a tiny
ok, meaning the &4 column editor has been hooted. To <=see what
yvour screen will look liks type Z4 EDIT enter. If vyou can read
what 1= displayed on vow screen, vou'll want to stay with
—&45UFFORT. If 1t°= hard cocn vour eves, settle for the 40 column
editor. To get an idea what it looks 1ike, hit FUNCT-2(ESCAFE),
then enter TEXT COLD. FORTH will re-boot and when it is done,
enter —-EDITOR. (From now cn, “enter’ will mean to type in the word
fellowed by the ENTER key.) fAgain enter 34 EDIT to see what your 40
columny editor looks like.
Frogramming in Forth consiste of editing SCREENS, =such as  that
number 4 screen you called up for editing. Eut we are not ready
for that., yet. Hit ESCAFE (F-2 and enter FLUSH and do this: Hake
vourself an overlay sirip =o you can edit easily. kEeyes and their
functicns are explained on page 5, chapter 3. cf the TI-FORTH
manual. Mow here iz another thing yvou might want to find cut right
now: a display coler that suits vou. Since vou are still in the
en—called ‘“interactive’ mode of FORTH f{no program is running? you
can type this little ditty :

D SEE 252 22 DO I DpUP . 7 VWTR
KEY Z = IF ARBRORT ENDIF LODF 3

After you get the ok tvpe SEE. Don"t  worry if vou can’t read
anything., at timecs the FG and EG colors match and there’=s nothing
to bhe read. When you =ee a combinaticon which gives vyou & good
screen display. write down the last number (bottom of the =screen)
and continue to step through the loop {(or exit via FURCT-2).

You have accomplicshed 2 things:
1) you know the esditor yvou want.
2 you have chosen = screen color
To be continued. =






TI-WRITER + PLUS
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L” APOSTROPHE

par Michel Johnson

On peut jeter le blame sur les Frangais d’aveir inventer un  langue
aussi: complexe que la nttre... On peut aussi regarder de travers
les ingénieurs de TI-99 qui, un soir de tempé&te, ont décidé d’aller
foutre dans un endroit pas possible sur le clavier un caractére
largement utilisé par notre langue : 1’apostrophe (%)

uoi de plus dérangeant gue d aller chercher ce caracté&re avec la
touche CTN O. On peut centourner ce probléme en utilisant
17instructicn @

"Replace String” ocu RS

En fait, il ne s”agit pas de "changer" le caractére de place mais
de le remplacer temporairement par guelque chose de plus facile @
taper, ar exemple le caractére "= (égal)". Buand vous écrivez un
texte, apez B8 la place dun "7 {apestrophe)", un "=" § Cce gue vous
verrez ® l’é&cran sera bien :

ex. I j=écris ® l=&8cran...

Lorsque votre texte est terminé, il ne reste qgu’® remplacer tous
les "=" du texte par un """ en une simple opération simple et
facile. Four ce faire, 11 faut amener le curseur &2 la ligrne @
laguelle vous désirez gue ces modifications se fassent (en général
I la premié&re ligne...).

N*OURLIEZ JAMAIS QUE LA RECHERCHE ET LE REMFLACEMEMT DE TEXTE NE SE
FAIT QU A PARTIR DE LA FOSITION DU CURSEUR DANS LE TEXTE...

Four amener le curseur ®# la ligne 1 (par exemple), utilisez FCTN &
{écran précédent) jusgu’au début de votre texte. 51 votre texte
est 1long, il sera plus facile de faire FCTN 9 pour accéder au mode
de commande § tapez alors S5 pour Show Line (montre 1la ligne),
EMTER, puis 1 ok 1le num®ro ede ligne gue vous d'sirez voir.
Essavez—-1le, vous aller voir gue c’es teaucoup plus rapide =
executer gu’@ expliquer...

FCTN 9, S ENTER, ! ENIER
A ce moment, votre curseur est au début de ligne 1. I1 vous faut
retourner au meode de commande (FCTN 9) et taper RS f{(remplace une
expression par une autre). Le sous—menu suivant apparait:
REPLACE /old string/new string/

Tapez simplement :

/=777
c’est—e—dire, le remplacement de "=" par """ dans le texte. Le
curseur se deéepacera automatigquement sur @ tous les “=¢ qu’il

trouvera. Vos choix d*options sont alors :
fu)

Yes Na All Stop

fAppuyez =sur Y et le "=" sous le curseur sera remplacé et le curseur
se déplace sur le prochain “=" jusgu™®@ 1la fin du texte. En
général, vous allez appuyer sur A (all) pour le remplacement
automatigque de tous les caractéres "=", ce qui ne devrait prendre

que quelqgues secondes. Et voil@!

Frendre 1’habitude de taper "=" @ la place de "*" ne prend gue
gue%ques minutes, rend plus facile et plus =imple la rédaction de
extes.

Le mois prochain @ 1la TRANSLITERATION

=
.



TI-WRITER
INTRODUCTION

par Michel JOHNSON

Encore aujourd’ hui, TI-WRITER et sa famille {TK—-WRITER,
FUNNEL—NRIT&R, etc...) reste un des plus puissants programmes de
traitement de texte sur le marché des micro-ordinateurs. Les
possiblités du TI-WRITER sont illimitées. TI-WRITER peut écrire
des lettres, des lettres—types, des procés—verbaux, des recettes,
des romans de 300 pages 3§ il peut faire des graphlques, servir
d’a?enda ou de journal personnel, etc... TI-WRITER peut méme étre
utilisé pow transmettre/recevoir des données par modem...

MAIS QUEST-CE QUUN TRAITEMENT DE TEXTE ??

Un programme de traitement de texte permet de manipuler, au moyen
d’instructions simples, des mots, phrases paragraphes ou textes
entiers. I1 exécute des commandes visan{ la mise en page, le type
de lettrage, la longueur des pages, le centrage des titres, etc...
i il perme{ d’écrire des lettres-type personnalisées, de faire des
envolis massifs § i1 controle 17 imprimante.

Malgreé sa complexité apparente, TI-WRITER se révéle, avec un peu de

pratiqgue un outil puissant et facile @ utiliser I c’est ce gui
fait sa force.

LE FICHIER VOARIABLE 80 (WAREO)

TI-WRITER utilise le fichier en mode_ "VARIABLE 80". Ce type de
fichier, puissamment utilisé par le TI, rend les textes ou fichiers
&crits par TI-WRITER compatibles avec d’autres puissants programmes
tels ﬁULTIPLAN {(le "L OTUS 1,2,3" dud TI—99), FAST-TERM
{(communications), PRBASE (database) e£‘plu51eur5 autres. En fait,
le fichier VARB0 est le t ge de fichier le plus utilisé par notre
TI-929. Par exemple, en BAS ETENDU, si vous ne précisez pas le
type de ficher avec l17instruction :

OPEN #1:"DSK1.FICHIER"

Le TI-99 assume par défault gue votre fichier sera ouvert en mode
UPDATE (lire et écrire) et ans le format VARIABLE (longueur
variable) 80 (max.: 80 caractéres). De la méme fafon, n’importe
guel fichier écrit avec TI-WRITER peut étre 1lu par un programme
crit en TI BASIC.

exemple 2

100 OPEN#1:"DSK1.FICHIER", VARIABLE 80
110 IF FOF(1) THEN 150

120 INFPUTH#L @ A%

130 PRINT A%

140 GOTO 110

150 CLOSE #1

Mieux encore!

Vous connaissez sans doute 17instruction "LIST". Si vous tapez
LIST, les instructions d’un programme en BASIC ETENDU ou TI BASIC
apparaissent @ 1’écran. Par contre, tapez LIST"PIO" et ces mémes
instructions sont envoyées 2 l1’imprimante dont le code est "PIO".

Vous pouvezr aussi tapez LIST"DSK1.FICHIER® . A ce moment, votre
programme est envoye sous_ forme de_texte sur le lecteur de disques
no.l. Votre programme peut alors etre 1lu et modifié avec
TI-WRITER. Nous aborderons cette méthode dans’ ‘un chapitre
subséquent.

LE MATERIEL NECESSAIRE

Pour opérer TI-WRITER, il vous faut au moins :
o0 une console ‘
o cartouche BASIC ETENDU., MAXIMEM ou EDITEUR/ASSEMBLEUR

()



dp systéme d’expansion incluant 32K et au moins un lecteur de
lsques. ,

Four une utilisation rationelle du programme, il est recommandé :
o carte RBZIZ
o imprimante

Pour les Erafessionel(les)s, ajoutez :
o RAM DISK

o modem

o1l @& 2 lecteurs de disques supplémentaires (double face)

LE PROGRAMME TI-WRITER

TI-WRITER regroupe principalement trois sous—programmes qui sont :

o EDITOR (FDITEUR)
o FORMATTER (FORMATEUR)
o UTILITIES (AUTRES)

o L"EDITEUR

I1 s’agit de la composante principale du programme 3 on retrouve
les fonctions touchant 1la manipulagion des extes. Notons qu’e
cause de la limitation de la mémoire du TI-9%2, 1°EDITEUR ne traite
guenviron S00 lignes B la fois (4 @ 5 pages de texte).

Les instructions de 1’EDITEUR sont accessibles en tout temps en
faisant FCTN 2. Les spus—menus sont alors affichés sur les deusx
premiéres lignes de 17 écran. Plusieurs fonctions directes sont
accessibles en appuyant sur la touche FCTN et un chiffre ou sur la
touche CTRL et un chiffre. Une languette d identification est
disponible avec le programme

o LE FORMATEUR

Une fois le texte écrit, c’est le formateur gqui permet d’exécuter
les instructions principaies concernant la numérotation automatique
des pages, 1’alignement des paragraphes, le nombre de lignes par
page, le centrage des titres, etc...

Le FORMATEUR permet entre autres des Dgtions telles le "MAILING
LIST" 3 il permet de joindre ensemble plusieurs textes pour en
former un seul {(c’est ce qui vous permet d ecrire un texte de 300
pages si vous le désirez...)

Le FORMATEUR est largement utilisé € cause de la facilité avec
laquelle i1 permet 1’utilisation des accents € 17 imprimante.

o "UTILITE"™

Ce sous—programme permet d’appeller des fichiers de support pour la
correction des extes (DICTIONNAIRES) ou tout autre fichier
accessible en EDITEUR/ASSEMBL EUR {option =) . En fait,
1"utilisation 1la plus fréquente de ce sous—programme est d”appeler
un proaramme en langage machine (ASSEMBLEUR) mais sans se donner la
peine de changer la cartouche BASIC ETENDU. On utilise alors cette
option comme un “LOADER".

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS avait prévu 17option UTILITIES pour des usages
qu’elle n"a finalement jamais eu le temps de développer.

Voil® ce gui clos cette longue mais essentielle introduction sur le
TI-WRITER. un des programmes les plus puissants mais aussi le plus
mal connu du monde du T1-9%9.

Le mols prochain, nous abordons étape par étape le mode EDITEUR et
1" explication du mode de commance (FCTN 9).






NUALC NEWS b November 1986
Y
Bob Boone
Chicago, Chicago, One heck of a town!'!!'!

Wow, what a trip! At the last moment Mike Taylor added his name to
the roster and we went with five in all. Yours truely, my wife
Marilyn, Lucie Dorais, Jane Laflamme and Mike left hednesday
afterncon and we arrived in Chicago for suppertime Thursday. We’d
: Eurpnsely given ourselves the opportunity to do the town all day
riday an in ow enthusiasm may even have overdid it a wee bit.
We spent the morning and most of the afternoon at Chicago’s
world-class Museum of_ Fine Arts, then charged about the downtown
core socaking up everything in 51gh{. High point of the day for
me, both literally and figuratively was the view of Chicago at dusk
from the top of the Sears Tower{none other than the TALLEST
BUILDING ON EARTH!). Breathtaking DOESN°T guite say it all!!!

I am publishing three reviews downloaded from Compuserve by Terry
Atkinson. They’re written by Ron Albright, Art BRyers and Warren
Agee all three of whom obviously saw far more than we did_at the
sh0¥dand far more eloguently speak of what they saw than 1 ever
could.

We will have tapes of the presentations made at the Faire that day.
None of us that went were able to attend a single presentation

during the show. I was present for the final ten minutes of
Myarc’s allotted hour and a half and was very impressed with what I
Saw. At the end of his gquestion and answer session, yours truely

took the podium and presented Lou with a trophy from he OUG on
behalf of Tlers worldwide for his company’s support of our machine.

I commend Sandy Bartels and Hank Ellermann in particular and all of
the other Chicagoans involved with the project heartily for a VERY
class act once again.. We will be back again next year for sure and
hopefully in numbers high enou9h to permit each of us adeqguate time
to see whats there to be seen’! If all goes well we man well expect
to see some of the folks from Chicago at our Faire on May 16th next
yEar.

As many of vyou already may know we’ve been invited to Boston in
April to participate in the Boston Computer Society’s faire. Its a
bit shorter trip than the one to Illinois and we expect to be away
a shorter period of time for it; so consider tagging along _this

time. These faires stir u a lot of enthusiasm for Tlers
throughout North America and that enthusiasm can ?row on you. Its
not as expensive as you think and I’ve not failed to have a good

time at one yet.

As yet I still have a meagre 3 entrants in the NUAC logoe contest.
Thez are 3ood but I have said(and stand by it); if I don”t get five
by the end of December then the contest is cancelled. I hope this
won’t be necessary....

Michel Johnson has been expending a lot of effort cementing the
Francophone User Grnu?s together throughnut the province of Guebec
and its working well there. Thanks to his herculean efforts they
are pullin% together as an entity. Well done Michel; wish there
was a key that could be used to do the same for the rest of us.

Thats It



BASIC INPUTS AND CUTPUTS FOR THE T1 CONSOLE
PART 1
by David Caron

You may be surprised to hear that a bare console can be quite
ﬁowerfull at interfacing with the ocutside world.

ith only BASIC, vyou can access ua to 184 different inputs using
the joystick port and the keyboard AND 2 cutputs using the cassette
port. When 1 refer to 1nﬂuts and cutputs, I mean simple DIGITAL
inputs and outputs, things that the computer can detect with simply
shorting out 2 or three wires and outﬁuts you can see by simply
connecting LED’s to wires. INFUTS: Bot the keyboard and he
joystick use switches which when pressed (or moved as in the
joystick), have the effect of shorting ocut or to make 1t sound more
gechnical, connecting one or more wires with another or other
wires.
To use this idea to connect to the cutside world, one must simply
design a circuit that electrically connects certain wires together
using transistors. For now I will only deal with the joystick port
because very few people have taken the trouble to construct an
outside connector to their keyboard bus.

Below is a labeled diagram of TI°s 9-pin joystick port.

N\ /
S & 2 2%—2 3#-T 4%—F S*-L/
/!
\\ S
ATt 7#—1 8B#-B %R/
\ /

Pins 1 and 6 are unused and are not connected to anything.

Pin 2 is for JOEstick—Z {keyunit 2).

Pin 3 is "TOP ALL JOYST returns (0,4).

Pin 4 is “"Fire" CALL KEY returns 18.

Pin 5 is "Left" CALL JOYST returns (-4,0).
Pin 7 is for joystick—-1 {(keyunit 1).

Pin 8 is "Bottom" CALL JOYST returns (0,—-4).
Pin @ is "Right" CALL JOYST returns (4,6).

gzﬁt pin 3 (TOP) is connected to pin 7 (joyl) the basic subprogram
JOYST will return a (0,4) if keyunit is 1. Likewise the same
procedure goes for all the other direction pins. f one of the
direction pins is connected to pin 2 (joy2) then CALL JOYST will
return the appropriate x y location if keyunit is 1. (refer to the
User’s Reference Guide) If no pins are connected, then a (0,0) is
returned.

To get angles, say a (4,4) for example, simply connect both pin 3
and pin 9 toc either pin 2 or pin 7 (depending on which keyunit
value you would like to use). This idea works for all the angles.
Things are a bit different with pin 4 "Fire". You must use CALL
KEY to access this pin. Whether vyou are using keyunit=1 or
keyunit=2 a value of 18 is returned if pin 4 is connected with
either pin 2 or 7. (naturally degending on the keyunit used)

With combinations of using oth joysticks you can get up to 64
different combinations.

Ex. joyl UP, joy2 UF : joyl UP, joy2 DOWN etc...

Next month I will talk about the cassette ocutputs and how they are
even easier to use than inputs.
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PRIOR PATTERNS November 86
by Beb Boone

Elsewhere in this issue(l hope) is an article written by one Steve
Flynn and uploaded to Timeline by Paul Meadows(editor of TI Nova
Scotia’s newsletter). It speaks well for itself and 1 hope vyou
enjoy it as much as_ I did. Lou Phillips has been kind enough to
rovide us with an ear1¥ prototype of the new computer; we have it
in hand right now! here are some problems which we will soon
overcome and we will have it uf and running before the December
meeting. When we will be able to sell you one is still up in the
air. yarc is exﬁerlencing problems beyond their control with
getting a ’blac box®* gate array from Mitsubishi _in Japan. The
inits are ready to ship when these arrive;s; so it can’t be far down
the road now.

Due to various factors; not the least of which is the income

generated by Fairware donated to the groua we are looking at a
substantial financial surplus in our O & bank account this year.

Can you help us out with ideas on how this money can be put to good

use within the group? 1 hope and suspect that Berry will devote a
ood chunk of time to this problem at the general meeting in
ecember and 1 also hope the ideas will be forthcoming from the
flgor (that mean ou').g.--

Unger cnnsigera izn: A Geneve owned by the club.....

Second and/or third club—-owned 99/4A.....

Club bought hard/soft/firmware{emphasis on Graphics utilities which
might be useful in dressing up our newsletter).....

Club donations to other promenant fairware auvthors.....

Another innovative concept has occured to me since the executive
meeting last week. Spurred on by an idea of the Hunter Valley User
Group in_ Australia, it ocurred to me that, we too, could begin an
*Adopt—-a—-Group® policy with a twist. Say for instance  Jack
McAllister wanted to participate in this project. He would first
check with a co—-ordinator who would maintain a current 1list of
club-sponsored memberships and a 1list of known user groups
worldwide. Jack would be at liberty to select a UG from the, as
vet, unadopted list and would apply for membership using his name
and address, so that he would receive their newsletter etc. When
he gets the asked for receipt from that groug’s membership
chairperson he would then be eligible for a 350% rebate from our
co—ordinator. If each person could then be encouraged to bring his
holdings to each meeting, the burden of diseminatin% it all by one
person would thereby be eliminated and it would at the same time be
possible for more people to get exposure to more information at the
same time. Individuals within owr ?roup would have better access
to "outside’ information. 1 receive 15-30 newsletters a month and
cannot possibly absorb all the info I come across and the excellent
editorials etc., let alone pass it on at general meetings. This
would be a way for many of ¥ou to become a lot more involved in a
relatively inexpensive waz. he only general rule we need apply
here, in my opinion, is that only one person may be club-sponsored
into each user group abroad.

Comments, criticisms, amplifications on the above idea will be
ap reciated. )

Will someone please remind me to pass the suggestion box around
each month. 1I’ve forgotten to do so the last couple meetlngs,
although it has been there each time. Didn’t some of you miss 1t?

Mike Marcotte, Thom Mercer., Bernie Vanden, Bill MckKee etc.....Are
youtstill with us? We’ve missed your smiling faces at the last few
meetings.

I would 1like to see a monthly “Welcome Wagon’ article in the
newsletter, to introduce, by name, new members to the group at
large. What do you think about it?

Doesn’t look like we’re going to break the 200 barrier this year
either though we’re not too far from it(about 191 last I heard;
counting OuUG and NUAC together). Its a darn shame, especially
since I'm aware of too many Tl owners, both local and across Canada
who for some unknown reason conslider it warmer on the outside.
Reaffirm zour support of our efforts and rejoin early. Cost for
1987 is standing firm at only %20 for the year. :
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TIMP TIPS _TECHNIGUES

Steve Zimmerman

Since tax time i=s almost upon us, I thought that a SIMPLE tax
worksheet might be appropriate for this months Multiplan column.
This sheet works with the long (1040) tax form, and also replaces
Schedule R and W (interes income and deduction for a married
couple when both work). It is set up so that entries made 1in the
"FEDERAL" column will be copied to the "STATE" column (when the CA
laws permit). Each figure need be entered only once——the worlksheet
copies it as needed.

1 hope to have this worksheet on both the SCCG and TISIG boards as
a SYLK (SYmbolic Link) file. This type of file can be downloaded
just like an ASCII text file, but can be loaded into Multiplan and

run just like any other Multiplan file. Unlike other files
germlttin? information transfer between spreadsheets, S5YLK files
ransfer formulas as well as data. Feel free to change the

worksheet in any way to meet your tax needs!

To use the worksheet., SELF WAGES and SPOUSE WAGES are entered in
the "FEDERAL" column. Interest income is likewise entered in the
"FEDERAL" coclumn. If ou want the name of the bank to appear,
enter i1t in the areas marked A-G in rows 10—-16. IRA contributions
are entered by "SELF IRA" and "SPOUSE IRA". These are not copied
over because I am a member of a qualified plan, and so0o cannot
deduct IRA contributions. If you can then replace the dashes with
RCE—-21 to copy the information over.

Schedule W (row 24) is copied from the portion of the worksheet on
the right. This area copies both incomes, tests for the larger,
an? {iggres the deductible amount, which is ihen copied toc row 24,
column 2.

Charitable contributions and exrxemptions (FEDERAL) are entered on
rows 32 and 34. The tax due must be locked vup in the tax tables
and entered in the "FEDERAL" and "STATE" columns. I didn’t bother
including a table loock—up (which IS possible in Multiplan!) because
I didn’t feel like keying in endless tax tables!

Tax credits and state exemptions are entered next, and then the
amounts withheld for each person for both federal and state taxes.
The state renters credit is entered last, and the worksheet then
tells you what your tax due or refund is.

This is not intended to be a complete tax package-—just an easy one
to work with. I¥ can be adjusted easily to reflect different
families situations, and rows can be added in where needed or taken
out where not needed.

TJo 1load the §SYLK +file mentioned earlier, just download the file
from the BES. You will have an INT/FIXED 128 file rather than a
DIS/VAR 80 file. This doesn™t matter——you can transfer it just as
easily with TE-II (which is how I sent i¥ ocut!). To use the file
with Multiplan, load your Multiplan disk as you normally would. On
the Transfer Options menu, set the mode to SYMBOLIC rather than
NORMAL (just space over once with the space bar), use the TAB (CTRL
2) to go to "setup" if your data disk is in DSK2 and enter DSK2,
and then press ENTER. ou will then Transfer Load the file under

the filename you saved it to on disk. THIS WILL TAKE LONGER THAN
LOADING A NORMAL FILE! It’s more like sending a file via TE-11.
You should get a message at the bottom of the screen, "reading xx"

ghenl every hing will recalculate, and the new worksheet will

isplay!

BEFORE you do anything else, EO back to vyour Transfer Options
screen and set youwr mode back to NORMAL so that you can save your
file as a normal Multiplan file. To use a new filename in his
case DO NOT use the Transfer Rename command! Transfer ﬁename will
delete the old file and save under the new filename! Use Transfer
Save, and just rekey the name to the new filename. By so doing,
you still have the SYLK file. {just in case'!).

As you can see, the SYLK format is a great boon to Multiplan users,
12



as 1t allows templates to be readily exchanged. The DIF {(data
interchange format) files supported by other spreadsheets do not
allow formulas to be sent along—just values!

This worksheet is one of my tax planning tools. I use another
worksheet to project income for my wife and myself, and that sheet
could be linked to this to igure our projecied tax position.
However, that will make a topic for another column!

If you have any questions, leave a message for me on the SCCG or
TISIG boards. If there are topics you would like to see covered
here, LET ME KNOW! There’s a lot to talk about on Multiplan (and I
can run on like this for a LONG time!), but I need to know the
interests of the group in order to keep this column valuable to as
many members {(and quests!) as possible. Thanks!

PROWSIMNE THE [ ISRARY
——with STEFPHEN BRIDEETY

Are the vyears getting shorter or am I getting older? Another year
all but through and I really don’t how it happened so guick.

Exciting news at our November meetin?, the Chicage gang brought
back a whole hockey sock full of disks for the library. If we
didnt need a new catalogue for the software library we sure will
now. It will take some doing to sort ocut all that stuff but should
make for some interesting “DISKS OF THE MONTH® in the new year.

Thanks to the members who came forward and offered to make the
library a success, 5tu bruce and Bernard Vanden just to name two.
I’'m starting to realize that keeping track of our software can be a
full time job before even thinking about making it available.
Thanks guys, 1711 be in touch. If any one else wants to make even
a smal contribution by way typing 1n programs, findin programs,
or what ever don’t be shy and remember, it’s all the litfle hings
that make it go. Here’s a chance to do a little MODEMing, just
give me a call.

I hope to be able to come u? with a new catalogue by Earlr in the
new ear . There 1s still a bit of a logistics problem as the
actual library is held by Bill Sponchia and I am without a car.
Nevertheless, Bill and I will be getting together to sort out all
the goodies. And on the subject o goodies I was informed b
Eleanor Brooker that she has access to the other hnckez sack ful
of disks from a contact in the west. Wow we may have o have a
librarg *catalogue—a—-thon® to sort this out. By the way Bill is
available for software request just as I am and can give you a
guicker answer than 1 as he has the disks. Sounds to me like 787
will be a banner vyear for the library.

Now a grass routes message for all you cassette based operators.
It’s a little known ?act that our club also holds an extensive
library on cassette. Jack McAllister is our club cassette based
librarian and HE IS KEEN! Trz it you®ll like it! Jack has a hi
speed copier and is very willing to go to bat for ou, or as he
said to me "I still have a soft spot for the cassette.”

If this were a sales pitch I°d be renewing my club membership., it
is and I already did.

Here’s your hotline numbers:

Official Librarian....Stephen Bridgett....NEW NUMBER....521 3631
Disk Librarg Holder....Bill Sponchia....S5S23 0878

Cassette library holder....Jdack McAllister....321 46989

SEE YOU ALL AT THE MONTHLY,....STEPHEN
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" The Faire!

BRY TERRY.
DARTHMOUTH, NOVA SCOTIA
01-Nov-86 07:30 PM

From the excited pen of Ron Albright comes the first report of
the Faire, while 1t was still going on. «sseffrom CIS)....

Well, folks, I am here at the TI Fair and I can tell you that I
feel this is gonna be the best Fair YET! There has got to be 1000+
cruisin® here and it is packed ABSDLUTELY! The wvendors are doing a
brisk business and the folks are buvying like crazvy! CAM YOU BEL IEVE
IT? This 1117 orphan is, indeed, ALIVE AND WELL! I hope to be able
to be up tonight and get something OMLINE but we will ave to see
how that goes... ANYWAY., I can say uneqgquivocaly, that the TI FAir
#4 i=s a BIG SUCCESS. Thanks to the Chicago UG for making this a
nother beauty! Back with more later! LOU FPHILLIFS JUST FIRished his
presentation and (from what I gaterhed) not much is new...they HOFE
that they can begin shipop 1ng prior to the end of the year, but
the hang up is Mitsubishi...the "gate array" are wreng the first
time and they are being re—done. Nice presentation by ASGARD
software earlier and a T1 User Group seminar on problems that face
them all, and an EXCELLENT presentation by Clint Fulley on c9%...a
VERY bright guy for sure. The Fair is S5TILL smokin® and the crowds
are big.{.I mean EREALLY big. If I had to estimate, I would say
well over 2000 total attendance throughout the day. Again, 1t has
been another BIG success. 1 have seen Art Byer=s,., Terrie Macters,
Coe Case, Warren Agee, Gary Cos, Todd Kaplan and MANY more of the
CIS friendes. Its been a great day and it 1= =still goin... Dut
here! JUST GOT THE WORD ON  ATTENDAMCE... Seems over 900 folks
turned the turnstiles heres in the Windy City...the fair organizers
attributed the lower attendance {(compared to last vyear) to the
inclimate weather {a polite way to say the weather was
miserable!!)...the sellers on the other hand are VERY
pleased...gsach and everyone have virtually =cld out. They have
literally sold it all! This has been the most "spend-thriftY TI
Fair of all...I mean that! It has become a seemingly CULT life for
the TI...selling everything +rom adoption certificates to buttons
and {one UG represenZative — Dick Mandenberg — of the Mid-South UG
- estimated a 7S/ member expendi ture for their 11
attendees)...spend, spend, spend! A Fifth Annual TI Fair for next
vear! They love it, the vendors love it, and anyway., "a great time
was had by a111!!"

Comments by FArt RByers: The fourth annual T7I Fair hosted by the
Chicage T1 UB was a fine success from all points of view: Around
P00 99/4A opwner/users from  the middle of the nation {(and as far
away as Boston., Washington DC and Mew York) had a chance to see the
newest and best in sofftware and hardware and to spend some mong2y on
goodies. So- The Vendors obviously did a great deal of business
and will be encouraged to attend other TI shows around the nation.
The speakers and events were interestin% and well run. Those
attending learned much that was new. Hest of all, hcowever, was the
chance to meet and mix with the 99 er community, to exchange Ideas
and information., and to renew our snthusiam as we proved cnce again
the motto originated by Henry Hein: "We may be an 0Orphan, but we
have a great future!". For me. the occcassion meant putting faces
together with many of the famous names such as Chris Bobbit
{Asgard), Jim Horn and Jeff Guide {Disk Only Software, Fon Albright
{The Orphan Chronicles), Theresa Masters (president o the LA UG?,—
plus well known programmers such as Feter Hoddie. Coe Case, Todd
Yaplan, and Faul Charlton. — oh vyes! and the Tigercub Himeelf and
the most well known of them all, Jim FPeterc=son. Without Jim half of
most UG newsletters would be blank space! It was nice to talk to
Walt Howe and Bob Demeter in person. instead via Telecom. Hhat was
new? Oh Boy! Lots was new! J FPeter Hoddie has a new Graphics
program "Font Writer"” being marketed by Asgard. {"What! another
graphics program" you are about to say..— but you have to see it to
belive 1it. That was only a start. There must have been 50 new
software items offered by vendors covering evervythin from games
and education to disk utilities and home finance. Continued next
message. DataBiotics long awaited PILOT  language with extensive
documenation was finished and on sale Flus™ Super Forth. New
Hardware?? Yes and plenty of 1t!' Mini PE Boxes for 3,4 or S cards,
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and prototypes of evervthing from a sort of super widget that
enables vou to use the “"Review Module Library” hidden software
built intoc the Console to a whole new Computer (MYarc 9604). One
of the big hits of the show was the new IEM type keyboard for ouar
?2/4A, made by RAVE Mfg. I have an interview on tape with one of
the principals invelved and will print it in detail in the CALL
SO0UNDS newsletter. During the lunch break, there was a fascinating
rap session for the visiting UG representatives. Evervthin was
covered from rumors of more software to be released to FD and UGB’ s
by Texas Instrument {a diagnostic disk) *o fundraising and dues
policies, methods of software library distribution., and newsletter
exchange. 0One of the best talk/demonstrations of the day was the
hour on Music and the 9%9/4A, put on by J Feter Hoddie. That
included two linked computers playing music together, music that
plaved while you are progrgmming, and two pieces where Peter plaved
the Cello sccompanied by the 99/74A!''' All in all the Chicago club
is to be highly complimented. Everything ran smocthly. Those of
you who could not make this show are advised to makes the next one
near you be it Seattle. Boston, Dallas or New Jdersey. These fairs

are FUM!! I think one of the most exciting anncuncements was the
teaming of two REAL genuises together in future =oftware/hardware
orojects.. Barery Traver and J. Feter Hoddie...that team ics

unbeatable for sure.

MYARE™S GENEVE

Who needs 1t? We do!
Scott Flinm Oct. 18, 19284

I have just Ffiniched reading The Orphan Chronicles by FReonald
Albright. Az advertised, it is & remarkable book which answers
virtually &11 of the seemingly unfathomable guestions left behind
by Texas Instruments. Although I was never really bothered by
being =2 computer orphan {1 certairnly don’t remember where I was
when I heard THE news about TI's departwe from the market), I must
admit to being extremely relieved upon finding the Tl Nova Scotia
{TINSY club. The mild but constant worriesz about blowing another
power board {1 bhad already bloun one). or wearing out another
cartridge port connector (I had already gone through thres? were
ended. This discovery coincided perfec%ly with my introduction to
TMS 9900 assembly, and the answers, hints and advice I found at the
club were invaluable {(needless to =ay apprecisated).

So what does this have to do with The Orphan Chronicles and Mvarc's
new computer? In his book, M-. Albright makes it very clear that,
althougn the TI community is currently thriving. we are all geing
to have to work very hard to ensure ite continused existence. The
two points he addresses most directly are. firstly., that we must
actively puwrsue the preduction of hardware and software, either hy
producing it ourselves, or by buying it from others, thereby
encouraging the talented programmers to continue; secondly. we must

never ecome discouraged a the peint where we may concsider the
cssibility of getting a "better” machine. Toward the latter end,
ﬁr. Albright strongly suggests that TI'ers forget about the
prospects ot a new compatible machine and concentrate on etting
the most from their TI's. At this point I will be charitable. and
will interpret Mr. Albright’s remarks 1in a favorable way. I

assume  hi= reasoning is  that if we allow ocurselves to dream too
much about a new and better computer, we may actually succeed in
convincing ocurselves that we actually need it. Once thics happens,
if the computer has not yet arrived f(and Mr. Albright believes
that one never will), then we may conclude that, since a new
computer would be better, but a new TI compatible i= not available,
we must abandon T1I  and get a real computer like an Atari, or an
IEM. This type of thinking could be very detrimental to the
continued existence of the TI community, and Mr. Albright makez a
nokle and selfless attempt to warn people away from it. His most
persuasive argument i= the simple. almost rhetorical guesticn "WHD
MEEDS IT? WHAT CANTT YOU DO ALREARDY?™.

This question has already been put to me several times, and 1 must
honestly say that it stopped me dead in my tracks. My immediate
response was "Well. .. um...  2h... 82 columne. Yeah, that’= the
ticket, BO columns! I need 80 columns.” But try as I did, 1 was
unable to think of a single example of an apolication which, though
too  demanding for  the 71, could be hardled ky the new machine.
Word processing. spreadsheet, data base, telecommunications,

=
of



computation, sound, even graphics; in_ spite of the 40 column
limitation, all are handled extremely well by the existing machine,
with the most exciting software and hardware only now reaching the
market. A good friend of mine — an Apple \\c owner just recently
honed me, more excited than I have ever seen him, to %ell me about
%he latest technological miracle from Apgle. Apparently, Apple is
about to release a new computer which hough not unusually better
than their exis t1n? machines, will have truly unbelievable sound
capabilities; a fifteen voice, fully interfacable synthesizer built
right in to the  computer. I almost didn™t have the heart to tell
him +that such & beast has existed for the TI for about three years
now (namely the FORTI Music System, driven with FORTH ased
=oftware). Once the inanity of GFL has been circumvented, it
becomes all too clear that the TI-99/74A 1= actually a very fast,
very powerful computer. My ocwn favorite passtime is comparing the
raw speed of the Tl with other machines {ie. number of integer
additions, multiglications. comparisons, hranches=s, block moves,
etc. per second). It compares VERY well with all but the newest
machines, euch ==  the #Atari, the Amigs. the Fanasonic Executave

Exe
—
Fartner, etc.

blith language like FORTH available. Myarc®s XBasic II  plus 512K
card, stc.. the guessticn "khat do vou need a new computer for?" is
a very good one. But it can be answered! In ftact, here are three
oocd  reasons.  The first one becomes chvicus if, instead of ashking
what can’t be done now. one ashks cneseld what can be done now. My
oW soplicaticns have included ewtens1v~ vn=e of TI-Writer. TE-11
arnd Fast—-Term. self—writtes pragrams fo inventory mansgeEment
ZELO00 item  inventoryd, vachit  glub handicag calculaticons and
da. one and two dimensiconal function graphing, game=s  of =11

and many cthers. Each and esvery one of *huSE applications
‘benefit from the capabilities of the new computer. The 80
columrn  advantage resllv 1= guite larcge. making CFLCE"EiﬁQ,
teleccmmunicaticons. and s=pread shest software far :asier to  use.
Self written data base applicatiens would certainly profit frem the

far greater memory. These auplicaticnz are GDVlcu—l” disk
znd require hours rather than minutes to peErforo CIHD;E tas :
mathematical and number crunching programs would certainly bene?it
m increased speed. and better graphice would be a non—escsential
wch welcomed plus in this area as well. Thes szcond reason Ccan
Hhﬂeﬂ up cu1ta simply: i1magine what its potential will be! Whe
g have guessed when thsy bought their 71 five wesars ago that
w  their little machine would still be cagpable of doing all of
things the "newer., 1ager and better mach’nec” are ocnly now
: a7 ¥ acsked scmeEnne four vears ago "What do vou
coculd vou possibly use Tor?", vou can
er would not have been b, I want to use
aricts of Fire’ in  twelve csynthesized
ters, I'm coing to st vup a BERS, and then
to write The Crphan Chronicles in my spare tims". One
new machine will be a kbetter machine. It can
because, while keeping the TI spirit, it will te
evervthing the TI can do now. .. and much more. Thus,
if the TI was capable of =0 much, and still cempares favorably to
other machines four or five years newer. it is only reasanable to
expect that a mew machine, when pushed to its limits, will do
things thdt we can®t even mﬂglﬂe an. becausse nothing else can do
; nlle cn the curfﬂ__. Mvarc? claim of &a machine "2-3
ter” is not particularly dtunnlng. once yow realize JU:t
TI is now {(when GFL i not used and the program is no
intencsive)., it becomes clear that the speed will cnly be
the bkest of ths modern machines. Its graphics,

i =

the description of the V938 video processcr given by
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= than =ix times the prlc and 1t has more intesrnal
1y small business 15 ever 1 kelv to nes=sd. Definite
answers can nct ke given now  as to what will be done with ths
machine that gant zalreadwv b= done. Only time will tell what will
He produced when a machine with such capabilities is pushed to =such

-

imits as only TI'ers have had the need to achieve. Finally, we

QEEEr all at =som= time face the hard fact that, 11thﬂuqh the
ll—fJ{QH is a phencmenally durable cresture, it cannot possiblwv
ives foraver.

?E aire faced with two scenarics. Firstly. we can all be content in
the knaul d ge that what we have now 1is & =mall  piece of quality
that will serve_  us unerringly for many fruitful vyears. With the
products now avallable. and those that are undoubtedly waiting in
the wings, ws can build odr systems to a2 point where the ch
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THE FAIRE PART TWO

by TERRY.
DXRTMDUTH, NOVA SCOTIA

And these comments from Warren Agee ) ) )
Well I°m back from the Chicago faire, and I had a fairly nice time.
Great to see familiar faces and a few new ones {(PaulC, Ron, Clint,
Todd K, Walt). o o
1 also finally got to see a face that has eluded this individual
from the start...the face of the Geneve. )
1 guess the best way 1 can describe how the faire affected my
opinion of this machine is to say that going in to the faire 1 had
a rather negative attitude. Coming out of the +fair 1 have a
##¥moderatel y*# optimistic attitude.
As far as technical superiority, if you hear all the hype about the
fact that the Geneve is in some cases graphically superior to the
Amiga, BELIEVE IT! I was thoroughly impressed in this regard. )
The 1nfo that encouraged me the most is the fact that Lou is
talking to people about " having an outside company package and
produce and market the final version of Geneve, the standalone
computer. I feel this is #vital® to the life o this machine
beyond our tinz little forum of friends and hackers. . .
That 1is 1IF hey ever get the gate arrays from Mistubishi. I'm
running out of time here, so let me just clarify two things: it was
originally announced that the Geneve would use a Microsoft mouse; 1
gquess they finallz decided on an Amiga mouse. Also Clint Fulley
just this last tuesday managed to, with just a little effort mind
youttget c39 up and running on his prototype of the Geneve. Sounds
retty good.
gt any rate, I will be content to sit back and wait and watch to
see what kind of direction this plan of action will take...I bought
one orphan, and I am not about to put out money for something that
has NO chance for any kind of survival. 1 wish Myarc all the best.

Albrights NEW book!
Author : TERRY.
DARTMOUTH, NOVA SCOTIA

The following was gleaned from CIS. Feel free to publish 1t in
NL’s or put on BBS s, commercial advertisement from D.0.5.).

The +Ffirst book, "The Orphan Chronicles"™, was ABOUT you — the Texas
Instruments 99/4A enthusiast. Now, there is a book BY vyou. The
"Orphan’s Survival Handbook" is the one—stop information source for
the T1 user.

The "DOrphan’s Survival Handbook" was both easier and harder to put
together than was the "Orphan Chronicles®". Easier in that it was
alreadY written! It 1is an anthology or material gleaned from
literally hundreds of user ?roup newsletters and hundreds of hours

of downloaded files from bulletin board systems. It is the "Best
aof" you — the T1I user group members, hackers, ﬁrogrammers, and
newsletter editors. Why, then, was it difficult? There was so much

quality material available! The hardest thing was not finding
enough material, it was deciding what 1 could leave out!

The "Orphan’s Survival Handbook" 1s a 200-plus page compendium of
TI1 material. It is +filled with schematics, hardware hacks,
programs, tips, and tutorials from across the country. Where to
call, where and wht to buy, and what to read. Moreover, it
contains new, “never-before-seen” material from some of the
brightest minds in the T1I community {(too numerous to name them
all). Looseleaf, and three—-hole punched, the manual can be placed
conveniently in a binder for easy access. And updates (which are
planned for registered owners) can be easily incor orated into your
"Handbook” as new insights and developments ecame available.
While 1 can®t guarantee the "Handbook" wil have "everything vyou
ever wanted to know", 1 can assure you that it has most everything
I could think of. .

The "Orphan’s Survival Handbook" is published and available from
Disk Only Software ((D0OS), P.O. Box 4170, Rockville, MD 208503
{301) 369-1339) or call our toll free number at 800-446-4462 plus
897335 at the tone (touch tone required). FProjected retail price
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