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PRESTIDENT "5 MESSAGE IM!' to leave early, the

drawing and SH-58 were

Earl Hoffzi1= h=ld first. There wer= 6
prizses and they were won as
Here’'= hoping you had a follows:
great Christmas and a 1 - Label Making disk -
leasant HNHew Year's Eve Margaret Dixon.
with best wishes For 1991. 2 - Candle - Dan Block
5 - Candle - Andy Andrews
With the Chriztmas ruzh 4 - UVase - Jo Symington
and activities re=lating, 5 - Candle - Burr Mallory
our qroup wa=s down 1h 6 - Figurine - Marilyn
attendance =ven for elesc- Schafstall
tion time. The 58-58 drawing of %12
' was split by Burer Mallory
Hopefully, 1n accepting and the Club.
the positicn of Prezi1dent,
I can be helpful 1n The secretary rzad the

P
promoting the
our group togesther and
action for the good of

P minute af the November

) meeting. Margaret Dixaon

11. rmowved arnd Jo Symington
zeconded the mobtion that

W

U =0

Becauze I've taken the they be accepted. They
president’= jJob, we must wera approwved as read.
select a perzon to f111 the
treasurer’ = poszitiaon. One The Treasurer’= report
person will be cho=zen for was read by Earl Hoff=i1s.
thi= slot at the January The balance on hand December
mezeting. 1, 1998 was 3417.83. Dan

Block mowed to accept the
s you kKnow, we sxchange repotr-t as presented;
newsletters with zome 5@ Marqaret Dixon seconded;
other T.I. groupz and theze report accepted.
are formatted by Burr
Mallory into books far =ach Burr Mallory reported
month. Thesz= are available that he found and brought
for your use with return at with him "The Writers, a
the next meeting. You will quilide to the use of
find many articles valuable Ti-Writer and It’=s Clones",
to you 1n expanding the use 2nd edition, by Harry
of your T.I. Brashear. This was written
primarily for people who do

In the coming wesk I plan not hawe the original
to g=t on tazk to set up instruction book fFor the
some dirsction of ths club Ti-Writer, but alszo 1nclude
along with numbﬁr wishe=. hints that he found useful

in working with the
Ti-UWUriter.
MELW HORIZON MIMUTES The chairman of the
Mominating Committese, Jo
December &, 19498 Symington, presented the
slate of new officers to the

The meeting of the HNeuw membeaers:
Horizon Computer Club was President - Earl Hoffsis
called to order at 1 p.m. Uice President - Bud Mills
on lecember &, 19368, by our Secretary - Marilyn
president, Charles Strobell. Schaf=tall
Thare were 1Y peopla 1n Treaszurer - Earl Hoffsis
attendance. Foger Feinawer maoved that

. W= a-:-‘ept the =lats= -.'—.'lr'ld =
Fec wuze z-ome pa le ! oad mani s bdllut tp cast

'y ‘i |I"4" Pl =" -



presented. Jo Symington
seconded the motion. The
motion was approved.

Marilyn Schafstall
the new Editor of the
Newsletter asked each
person 1in attendance how
hesshe uses his computer
most. Among the anzwers
given were Ti-Base, Games,
Rccounting, Writing
(Ti-Writer?, Superforth, FC
transfer. Thi= wi1ll give u=
some direction for articles

as

fFor the letter. Because her
background i1in the use of
the computer 1s less than

that of our previous editor,
Marilyn asked for articles
from sach one for the
newsletter this year.

AR member needs joy sticks,
and sewveral suggestions
were made and schematics
were found 1n another
hewsletter’'s article.
Charles 5Strobell will
out the diagram. Jo
Symington will look for the
phone number of a company
in Wisconsin that can
supply them.

check

The meeting was adjourned
at 1:580 p.m., after which
Roger demonstrated the
Archiver 3.83, a program
that joins filez together.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Schafstall,
Secretary

USING TI-BASE Part 1

by Richard Taylor

This 1s my first attempt
to write an article like
this. So I hope you will
please bear with me. If you
find something that 1s not
right then pleasze call 1t
to my attention, so that we
both can learn.

|

Thi=

several

will be the fFirst of
articles on the TI-
EASE for beginnersz like
myself. I am running mine
orn a horizon ramdisk from
Bud Mi1ll=s but 1t can jJust as
ea=1ly be done with one or
two di=sk drives. Two disk
drives would be preferable
to z=awve you the changing of
the disk all the time. The
ramdizk only faster but
the 153 not any
di¥f¥feran

sat
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The old journalistic

gqueztions would work here
to anszwer some of the

bazic questions about TI-
BASE. The "who" would use
this data base 1s =zimply
everyanas who needs to store
information and get 1t back
again but not necessarily
in the same order. You do
not have to be a rocket
sci1ientist Lo use 1t.

You migh
yourszelf,

usz=aes of th
How about
that you

of or mowi
or article
Micropendiu
to find a
the
to locate

be asking
"What are the
zsoftware?™"

lot of records
nt to keep track
on MVCR tapes

=

id

=
=

you want
cific 1tem,

can help you
. If you want

to recrganize the data, you
can do that without
reantering 1t. It can help
yowu to organize data 1nto
ways that you didn’t
originally i1ntend for 1t,
again without doing 1t owver

agailn.
"Where would you use this
software”", you ask? Well, I
am glad you brought that up.
A1l you need 1s a TI99-4A,
32k extended memory, and a
disk driwve. WMith this you
will need orne of the
following: extended basic,
editor-assembler,

o
mini-menmory cartridge. It
would be =aszier on you 1f

had two disk driwves
evaen better 1f you

and
used a



Next month I will cowver speed.

start with the
There are a couple o
data base setup. What ways to do this: one that
goes 1nto 1t and how to comes to mind 1s to put 32K
do 1t. on the 1nside of the consol
and I’m sure a number of ou
* * * have already done this; but
there 1s a little problem
with this. That 1s the 8
NEWS FROM ROGER FEIMRAUR bit wait that waz used by
TI, because the P-box only
Hello everyone, bet you supports 8 bit logic. And
thought last month was 20 some software uses this
going to be the last time fact and may lock up the

you would be reading
anything written by me.
Well, guess againt It is ny
belief that a=z= a member, I
should st111 contribute to
the club. TIt’ = just that
atter three years as the
newsletter Editor I felt
was someohe else’ =z turn to
add their something to
that 1s, the club’s

news lettaer.

This starts the
year of the 987 =,
this let me say I
haven't =een the
GPL 1f you’'re
Geneve, or the
on the good ol’ TI maxed out
as yet. "Surely," some of
you say "why bother?" llell,
I know a lot of fellow
TI'ers have gone on to PC
land, and I must admit I
have been tempted a goaod
many times, but find myself
coming back to my
the reason 1s wvalue. That
1s to say, I'm just too
cheap to change my whole
system over and learn a new
operating =s=ystemn. I wouwld
venture to say that ?5x of
my computing has to do with
word processing. bhi1ch
leavez me with about 25

TIY994A mode

Senses,;

for the rest of my computer
activities. To me I find
that Myword on my Genewe and
Fnlsweb do just fine for my
word processing, and 1i1f I
rneed Graphics there are many

graphics packages that

will work with thesze.
Thaeze are Py wiews
toward ma1ing ~ut tha TI

system or not as 1t should.
Why not support two types of
memory 1nstead. Let’s sa

we add a prompt with the
software which, when you
start the system, says:

PRESS 1 FOR S-BIT MEMORY
2 FOR 16-BIT MEMORY

Now here is where I and
the rest part company. On
the sixten bit buss run a
ribbon cable out to a card
in the P-box from the
console. Use the built-in
CRU address system with
this card with a memory
management function built
into the card. This could
used to keep track of the
pages of ram. Because we
would be using a 16-bit
addreszs paging we could
conceilvabl have up to 16
mq. of fully wusable memory
on a 16-bit memory buss. As
a matter of fact, we could
have both types of memor

in the one card and let the
sottware do the selecting
of ei1ither S8-bit or 16-bit

Mmemory.

Part 2 of more speed 1is
a math co-processor. The
reason for thisz 1s that most
of the time a computer 1is
crunching numbers at the low
level, that i1s machine
level. So why not make
another computer for the TI
and give 1t the
responsibility of doing all
the math functions. Let’s

say we use a Z-80 plus cpu
with G4k memory. The reason
For this that 1t 153 =a3n
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8-bit processor & could be 05
put 1n the P-box and read on
the 8-bit buszs 1n the P-box.
The Z2-80 runs about 16Mh=z,

which 1s about 4 times
faster than the 39308 cpu, at
about 4YMh=. And as an added

bonus we could also run Z£-80
software such as the old
Adam computer =software +from
our TI's.

Let’'= talk about KRanmbo
for a minute.
cpu 680808 Ffor P
memory, which 1s als
same area used by Ex
Basic for 1ts bank =wi
Hom area. For thoze who
don’t know, this ares can be
used egi1ther Rom or Ramn,
but can't be wu=zed as both at
the same time. hy not move
the bank =witch rom of XB
from cpu >6808 to Grom-sGram
area >EB888 which 1sn’t used
by XB anyway. Then add to
the Bambo card the following
routines, that could be
called with the CHLL
SUBROUTINE FROM XE. Call
which would page 1n at 0
Grom 68088 all the a=z=zembly
rouktines that =zome of
programs reqguire to
look for at B-EHAR
Bock RBunrner from
Rhother could be
which would load
3EA load on the
Some more could
CALL ED and =t11
could be CRHLL RS
picture? t
worlds?* Might thiz me
the XB programmer cou
possibly use KRambo’'s

of RBRam also?

as
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The next piece of hard-
ware that I often wi=h
for could be called a
Super Buffer. Thiz dewvice
would work like a ram disk,

but would be more of a
buffer. It would have 1ts
owh computer to operate

itself when not in direct

link with the TI. It wowuld
s1t 1n the P-box and the
with a programmable Ros-like

system. About 3 years ago

asked the i1nventors of the
Horizon Ram disk about this
but about that time they
were trying to get out
the ramdisk business, and
weren’t 1nterested. But
they did say they thought 1t
couldn’t be done becausze the
TI didn’t hawve 2nough
memory. Well, I thought
about this. And sai1d to
myself, "What 1f this device
had a special 64k buffer
chip that could make a copy
of all the cpu and wvdp
memory and hold 1t"; then
page 1ts software 1nto
MemMory. When you were
finished with the super
butfer 1t would then page
back the old cpu memory and
you would be right back
where you left of+. I
this device =s=hould be
to store both disk
2 printer buffers.

thi1nk
able
space and

Firz=t the printer buffers:
there would be two BYk
buffer=, each orne should be
able to store and hold 1n-
formation to be printed on
the printer. Unlike other
printer buffers 1t would
alszo, on command, allow you
to wiew the buffeaers. This
part would be like a ramdisk,
not only could you see how

much and how full each
buffer was, but also view
what was 1n the buffer files.
It would also have multiple
commands that would allow

you to use a print part of a
fi1le like TI-Writer’s print
fi1ile line number function -
not Jjust one file, but many.
To do this the buffer’s cpu
memory will need an area to
allow the =storage of script
commands, and 1t would also
have to have 1ts own command
set program language.

The disk buffers of this
card would be able to store
up to two floppy disks; which
would mean, when ou set 1t

up, You would have to tell
the butfer
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system your highest floppy and needed to go =szomewhere
driwe. H= there wouldn’' bt be = not wanting or hawing time
any ne=d to uze 1t with to save your fi1lel you could
ramdiskz=, I think the low call up the Hold function,
disk buffer should have a turn off the computer and go
default of dskl. and the ONn Your merriy way. When you
high diz=k buffer would return you could turn on the
chezck Lo see 1§f gou'd computer, making =z=ure you
changed floppys: 1Ff =0 1t had the TI-WRITER cart 1n.
would warn youw Lo place 1t Fress 1 for TI BHSIC and on
back 1n to up-date the file the command line type 1n a
File 1n¥formation. AfFter command like CHLL RECOVER
everygthing 1= o.k. 1t wi1ll and barng, you would be right
let you place a darfferent were gyou left off. Too bad
disk 1n the drive or channge we don’t have somsthing like
dri1wve numbers. Magybe gou 1 £,
should also be able to =all
up the card and tell 1t tao Mow, how about =oftware.
not be a buffer, but to be XB has a wery nice
a ramdisz=k 1nztead. H11l of command called MERGE but
thi=s cowuld be po=z=si1ble. 1t only works at the command
line editor of XB and rnot
Une las device Lthat 1= from a running programn.
long owverdue 13 a hand Couwld 1t be pos=sible to add
sSCcanner . What 1= thi1=7 1t a new command that wowuld
15 a dewice that connecthts work from a running XB
to the computer wi1ia a cable progran? We could call 1t
erther through the =eri1al CHAIM. How would 1t£ work?
port or through arn expan- Chain Command could be used
s1on card connschted to the in a running XB program to
computer. Youu canm drag 1t read 1n and use files tha
owear a picture or text and waere stored 1n merge format
1t will place whatever 1= with ¥%XB‘s MERGE command. To
scanned 1nto the computer kesp from messing up the
Mamory. With the ri1ght line number table=z and =uch
software these 1mages can o wouuld have to declare an
then be =zaved to dizk 1n a area 1n the XB program such
graphic format that can be as CHLL CHRIN (begirnning
uzed 1n the computer later, line no., ending line no.,
such as Ti-Hrtiszsts, o Page line no. 1ncrements }. AR11
Pro 99. of the program seqmnents
would then have to be with
There ygyou hawve 1t - =zome the zame nunber of line
ways the 939-4H can be number= and follow the =ame
expanded to the ma= +tromn rnumber of 1nocrements. Hny
my point of wiew. line number=s= not used would
hawve to sti111l be there but
H few lazt minute wold havwe a REM statement
thought=s about thiz buffer to keep the line numbers
card. I¥ thiz card was=s ewen. This would allow most
battery backed-up, which 1t anyone to make an XB program
would probably be o hold as large a= his or her disk
the Buffer Operating Systen zpace.
or BOS for =short, the B4k
cpu memory holder chip
Cwhich holds cpu memory
while the bBufFfer card 1= on
line? could pertaorm a
HoL D, What

functiorn calle
goord would tha Fanact1on
hawva?y 1F you were 1in the

M1t tle af cunrong T WMRTTER

it L-_L_ K
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Tl-Writer Tip _ |

n

From Rocky Mountain
comes:

"...and from the HVIJers comes
this neat tip...You -can eliminate
the need t= use the arrow keys to
g to the actual filename when you
load or save a file. The Editor
doesn't care if there are a couple
of gpaces after "LF" or "SF" Cmnd.
S if you type in:

LF <{space>{space>

99er.Apr. '90

you will _
on the actual filename when it ap-
pears on the screen.”

(Why didn’t I think of this cne™)

At P N A P P P P TN P P P P s P N Do N

A FORTH TIP

From the QB Monitor comes thiss
"He who goes forth

with a fifth on the Faourth,
May not go forth on the Fifth"!

NN AN NN N N N N N e N Ay

XBagic Tip

John Dunning of the EAR 99ers
minds us that:

"When you type in a line number
in the command m>de and press Fcotn
+X, that line is brought up on the
screen. If you continue to hold
the twx keys down the next line
appears, and the next, and so on.
But did you know that once you
have started to bring the lines up
you can let go of the Fctn key and
Just hold the 'X' and the lines
will continue to scroll up the
screen. Handy if you need to have
your right hand free to follow a
print-cout, etc.. It also works
with the ‘'E,S, and D' keys.

re-
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"The mcost costly mistake you make
will not cost you money, but will
cost you by not learning from the
experience." Anon .

find the cursor positicned

New Horxizons

This will be o short
orticle on the CRU odress
system on the 985748 of ouwur
computer. kFxrst of «cll this
will be o very simplifyed
decriptzon of what 1t s and
does. What does C.R.U. stand
for? Uell xt stonds for
Communicotzions Register
Unxt. Were 1s 1t loacoted on
ny compuier? On the 8000
chip not only can xt
proccess 16 bit ond 8 bixt
informotions but also haos
two single lines that «ollow
the 98PV chip to send ond
recieve dato one bit at o
tame. aond the microprocessor
con respond to  conbirnatzon
of s=i1gnols going bock Into
the 99PP chip. Uhere ore
these line comming ond going
from? From on cuxiliory chip
colled the 8981 proaoramoble
system interfoce. The 35381
chip handles oll the sericl
informoatzon. That 1s to soy
it tells were ond to the
sxgnals are to go to. Uhen
on interrupt 1s called. Uhat
is on interrupt? In the TI
is o mochine ?oanguaoe commond
that will pouse what ever 1Is
running on the computer> aond
with the right code coll 1In
o request for o certarn
serial code. A1l importont
informaotion cbout the
progrom that Is runnIng 1Is
stored aond the new
irformotion 15 paged
run via the this CRU
odressing. $o what does this
ho - %o do with me? Uell on
the TIl. there 1s @ spoce In
memory ot hex >»>UBBP that 1s
coll ¢ menmory moped orea of
the computer. This word
menory moped means this ared
is reserved for special
purposes. Dn every cord and
olso other devices such os
ey board controll,s _joystick
the four serial outputs of
the r=03f cord, ond disk
controller> aos o motter o
fuct the bork swritch of
F»>»tended Baosic ore through

{f continued on paoge 7 }

in ond







MUSIC
My first

MOOS and Cog,
The iles are public domain
certain restrictions.
They are not tao be sold in
collections "or by themselwves
for profit by any commercial
firms (Yes, that includes
TEXCOMP ). They may, however

be sold through User Groups
to bolster their treasuries.

three

attempts at
i

REKN 135 my first attempt
that the c99 lanquage, it
plays a short theine from
Mozart’s "E1ne Kleine
Natchmusic”™ and displays the
date, time and day. 1t s
perfect for your AUTOEXELC

file.

TAHNSTAR is
and is WAGMER'’ s
Star” from
“"Tannhauser".
chorus’ s and
the music 30
sing-along
watching!

number 2
Eveni ng

opera,

There's t wo
the words match
tTeel free tao
when no B

try
“0h,
his

EKN C(EKO, EEMP and EEKNQ) is
my first serious attempt at a
REAL Program. That’ s riqght
one with Music and Graphics
on a grand scale. I t° s the
Allegro from Mozart’s “EKN"
and I “m sure you'11 all know
this one by heart.

I f you wish to support my
efforts, please support them
by purchasing my Fairware or
Commercial produ. . out on
the TI IMarket, ar me yauy
like or hate the s I
at 7647 McGroart eet 1n
Tujunga, CA 91042
(818 2931 -2718.

tell
tuff.
y Str

Iy commertr ol gl effarts
included (from ASEGARD ). Artist
Fonts 1, Oisk of D0inosaurs,

Jonuory 18991 j{J

New Horizons

and Disk of Pyrates.

Fairware available from me
include: The TE-2 Encoder,
1986 and 1989 KBGB Girlie
Calendars, The South Pacific
Album, The Music Ma n Album,
The W zard of Oz VYocal
Scores, Best of Patsuy Cline,
The Star Trek Album, Richie
VYagner’s Greatest Hits and
Wagner’ s Ring. All are just
a mere %9.

Thanks!

--Ken Gi1l11iland

The latest in neat
software for your Genewve. .

The handy dandy MDOS
interpreter for ynur I NFDCOM
Game 3!

Cnot for you folks with

S8SD driwves )

Place your GAME! and GAME?Z2
files on the 3 ame disk or
HFOC subdirectory, name them
anything you want to, put ALL
of your | NFOCOM games 1in the
s armne subdirectory for

convenience.

Enhanced STORE ~ RESTORE to

let you fully specifuy the
filename, understands the
MDOS current directoruy and
current drive.

Enhanced scripting all ows

ocutput to any file, ewven on
disks.
Load 1t with either of the

following cormmands:

1 2 | NF GAME _NAME

27 I NF GA&AME _NAME, SCRI PT _NAME
Have at i1t folks!
-THE EWVWIL Tw N-
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