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President’'s Pgge

For those that were kind anough to compliment me For the August
meeting and progrom, I thenk yosu very much. With the caopable
gssistance of Jim Yinst and John Crevisten Jr. and Lecroy Thompson
backing us up, I felt good about the meeting. A good subject, The
Library, with a lot to be learned by all of us.

A second order has been placed for GRAPHX. All of those thot
signed the list but, have not paid, ws will send another order if uwe
reach o goal of five,

Gerry Myers ollowed us to use his kitchen table as a ploce tao
learn about sorting for bulk mail. Charles Bothmon led several of us
through the steps. Bary Fuquay, Sam Weller, John Lambert ond 1 each
did something. Charles will be helping us, also, for the next
newsletter. An offer from Ruth Neidholt to help with the moiling
chore will complete the picture. Berry Myers served o glass of wine
ocnd some cheese and craockers to top the evening off. A group for the
club to be proud of!

A call From Roy Willis Sunday evening sent me scurrying to VIDED
CONCEPTS at Irving Mall to get the last two Multiplans they hod on
hand. These will be used in our monthly drowings. A thanks to Jim
Yinst and John Creviston For spending Sundaoy ofternoaon at our homa in
an effort to explain the workings of the Library.

Qur progrom for September will be a look ot COMPANION on another
level ond o look ot DISK MANAGER 1000. BRING A DISK to get o copy of
Disk Manager and if you can moke use of this software, please send
Five dollnrs to:

BRUCE CARON

C/0 THE 0OTTAWA TI-994/USERS' GROUP
P.0. Bax 21444

Station "D” Ottgwao, Ontario

K1P SuW3

The next meeting will be September 14th.

Till next time,
Jo
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NORTHEAST TARRANT
Minutes, Aug. 10, 1885

President Jo Lomhart called the meeting to order. Ireasursr
Charlie Bothman reported that the club hod $654.70 in its account.

The GrophX program coma in For members who had ordered it, and
further orders were being handled by Jim Stewart. The excellant
grophics program sells For $30.

Goyle Foster, a teacher in the Gropevine school district and who
held six Bosic classes for our members, reported that nesuw
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requirements for students in 7th and Bth grodes will include one
semester of computer literacy.

She soid much of the some informotion thot will be included in
these courses can he Found in the bhook "I Speok Basic toc my 93/4A”
that club members can buy For 3$B.

Cal Cother won a drawing for TI-Writer.

It was ornnpounced thot the Assembly Language Special Interest
Group [SIGY will hold its meetings the Tuesdoy ofter the regular
users group meeting at the First Baptist Church on 820 and Holtom
Rood.

A buy-sell-suwap session wes then held.

Jim Stewart wonted to know if anyone was interested in starting
on Extended Basic SIG.

Jim Yingst will no longer be the chief librarian, but still will
be o lending library. The chief librorian will now be John Laombert.

After o brepk, President Jo Lambert opened discussion aon the use
of the libraries, and Jim Yingst gave hints on how to copy progroms
out of the librory.

Leroy Thompson demonstroted o mail list, TC~-Mail, that wes
written in Forth, and then President Lombert adjorned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Charles Clines, Secratary
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TIMELESS TECHNICAL TIPS
by LeRoy Thompson

This month’s column is being written a little bit eorly becouse
of an impending vocotion. Alsc, my wife says thot I definitely con
not take a computer on vocation even if Robert Wessler told me how.

First o glonce at software: I develeoped the relotive-fFile moil
list program which the NET SSers use to kesp the membership on. I
continually seek to improve its performance and caopobilities. The
sort is one orea thot 1 wish to improve. The July MICRCpendium gave
me hope. I am not smort enough to write the desired sort subroutine
in assembly languoge, but thers on page 43 wos a neat little packoge
wreittsn by Dovid Romer ond John Clulow. I labored several nights
to enter the object code which was printed in compressed letters
and then I laobored cnother night or two to debug it. The major
problem that I had wos one too mony spoces on a line [my Fault
brought on by the tight spocingl. I used the neat exomple program in
¥B and it seemed to work guite well. But, sorting 10 nomes is no way
to test o sort.

1 tried a revieion to the mail list program. For a benchmark, I
ran the existing sort. It ran in 115 seconds with no interchanges.
In order to use the AL routine, ! needed a pre-sort and o post-sort

Page 2



coder/decoder so thaet the name and the pointer number would he
carried together. The actual numbers went something like this:
pre-sort; 30 Seconds sort; 90 seconds and post-saort; B0 seconds. The
total time was close to I minutes—-significontly more than the pure
XB sort. It was an interesting exercize. The net occomplishment wos
nothing, but 1 did lesarmn thet thera is a lot more to leorn.

1 sant for and received EXPLORER from Millers Grophics. Someday
{S years from nowl when we aoll are smart encugh to understond it,
moybe I will be smort enough to write o review of it. I bought it
not knowing what I would use it for. I Jjust Felt that if I didn’t
buy it, I would be sorry.

fAll kidding aside, EXPLORER is the grondest and most glorious
de-bugger ever written, In the hands of a competent AL programmer,
it would undoubtedly be of extreme use. I have heard comments from
around the country that EXPLORER is ollowing people to learn more
tharn ever chbout the 4A. The program is a machine-langucge
interpreter. What that means is thot this progrom allows you and
your keyboord to stond in between another program [(of ony typel ond
the 9900 processor. YDU control when the next event happens and sven
WHAT happens next. The 106-page manual has copious amounts of
handbook material thot should lost me For a long time.

Croig is cautious to mention thaot with EXPLORER running, any
time-dependent operotipn (like disk access] will not work properly.
I feel sure thot this is o rastriction imposed by hordwore and the
general program philosophy.. It does, houwever, seem convenisent for
him that we cannmet observe how he meonipulotes the disk controller to
enable it to read in the illsgaol track numbers and sector sizes found
orn EXPLORER aond Advanced Oiagnostics.

The Foregoing paraographs about EXPLORER ars not to be construed
as o review. I om not smart enough to review it and write an
intelligent review. Let us all hope thot soms one within our
accessoble world of publications can do it.

The hardware revisws promised last month must be delaoyed ct
least gnother month. When this is written, I haven’'t received any
hardware. 1 have yet to receive either my Myorc double density disk
controller or my Myarc 128K card. I om still eagerly looking Forword
to having both of them. I still promise tc review them for us ns
spon as ] con get them. It seems thot nll Myarc hardwore is slow to
arrive. This is being proven both leocolly and in Philadelphia.

How many of you realize that this very NEWS NET 8Ser is also
gvailable on-lins on STARTEXT. I think that we all enjoy recding the
NNSSer each month, but thase of us that are STARTEXT subscribers have
several other advantages. This newsletter is on line, and aiso, TI,
TI2, TICHAT, and TITIPS are anvailoble to a STARTEXT subscriber. 1
will briefly describe them below:

Il - written by Richord Roberts who is Dallas UG President. Richard
writes obout new progroms, new procedures and rumors, stc.

Il2 - written by Robert Wessler (our memberl) ond Randoll Ainsworth (vio
Sourcel. Robart reprints (with permission) Randy’s Rag from the
Source monthly and odds his witty tidbits in between.
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TICHAT - written by Gory Higgs (our memberl]. Gary tries to present o
public-domain progroem for downloading every week or two. Gory
alsg shares all avoilable rumors with us,

TITIPS - written by Randy Baxter and Joe Gillo (both our membersl. Randy
is in the process of writing a tutorial on Assembly Language. Joe
ig writing us o tutorial on PASCAL. They alternote on o 2-wasek
update.

As you con see this is guite o lot of written (or electranicl
information which you are missing if you are not a STARTEXT
subscriber. The cost is reasonable ($10/month] and STARTEXT haos not
stopped improving since I first subscribed in eorly 1883, All it
tokes is o modem ond an RS232 interface plus a terminml program.

There are some excellent Freewcre terminol programs ovailaoble, As of
September 1, STARTEXT will offer Grolisr's Academic Americon
Encyclopedia on line. This will be priced extro (hy use timel) and it
is well worth the cost--especially when compaorsd to purchasing o set
of encyclopedias. I just don’t want you to pass up one of tha best
bargoins around simply becouse you don’t know obout it.
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COQD _NEWS
By Bory Fuguaoy
Chuck Mansfield contributing

"The best news this month is, the well seems never to go dry!!
Wish I could sgy the same for the Euless waobter supply!

On the 22nd of August, Chuck had a telephone conversation with
Lou Phillips, ond was reacssured thot the announcement of the new
machine would be made very soon. In fact, by the time you read this
article, the decision will have already bean made by MYARC's
Financial bockers. MYARC has already finalized their production
plans. All that is needed for on onnouncement is the confirmation of
funds. There are two things thot investors look For, future growth
and profitability. MYARC's projection is selling mainly tc the
installed base of TI users’ and they should do very well in that
market. This will eliminotes spending a large amount of revenue on
marketing and advertising.

The machine will come with 256K of memory stondard, ond will be
comopotible with everything that Fits in the PEB, including the
WOS100. It will ”probably” support 3 1/2 in. disks. When IBM
announces the PCI] next year the 3 1/2 in. will be the standard, and
the S 1/4 in. will wave "bye-bye”. The staondord maochine will not be
IBM compatible, but will have that option. A board will be available
gs an ocdd-on and will Fit inside the unit. It will not be an “ugly
oppendage sticking out”. The price has been estoblished, but could
not be revealed until the announcement is mode.

MYARC will start shipping EXTENDED BASIC II the last week of
August, and it will give a somple of the new machine, as it makes the
4/A opercte ot the saome speed as the IBM PC. It doss require the
128K card, cnd comes structured with a cartridge and a disk. It uses
32K and ollows the user to use the remaining 86K for progomming,
constants, etc. It is cll assembly language instead of the GPL that
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TI used, so it operates much, much faster than T1 Extended BASIC.

Let us hope that next month we’ll be hearing agbout the REAL
THING!
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A Review by Chuck Monsfield

I have reviewed this program sxtensively and I find it to be one
of the most comprehensive terminaol emulotor-communicotions programs
on the market For home computers. [ hove worked with many terminal
progroms os well as emulators and terminal emulators ond I am very
impressed by the thecry ond Features of FAST TERM. The program
contoing more options than is found on many home or commercicl
packoges. Also, it combines the features of TE2, P-TERM, TE1200 and
AMA LINK to name just a few.

You can create o sepaorote parameter file for virtually any host
computer or bulletin board which you use. The porameter File also
contoins options for text color, screen color, screesn width, whether
the print spooler is to be on when the program is loaded os well as
the normal communucations options. However, FAST-TERM does nat forcea
uou to use o paraometer File. Almost all of the set up options can be
changed through the keyboord. You can specify o boud rate rate of up
to 19,200. here is o print spooler which will support several
interfaces (TI, AXIOM, CORCOMP) and con be toggled on and off. If
you have an interfoce which FRAST~-TERM does support, you moy leg to
disk and then edit the dato using the E/A editor or TI-WRITER. A
screen dump is avoilable without losing ony incoming characters. Not
only con you send and receive ASCII Files, but FAST-TERM clsn
supports TEZ and XMODEM fFile transfer protocol. FAST-TERM will
transmit or receive ANY size file. THE FILE SIZE IS NOT DEPENDENT ON
THE BUFFER SIZE.

1f you select the B0 charocter screen size, you maoy toggle your
sereen size with olmost ony size window you desirs. Another handy
Feature is the WINDOW BACK which ollows you to view the dato which
has scrolled off of the screen. An item not usually fFound on
communicotions programs is o digitol clock (elapsed timel which can
be toggled on and off.

There is o total of 35 control keys which is not surprising
given the large number of options. Howevsr, don’t let this throw
you. You will probaobly use only three or Four control keys in your
normaol operation. One of the communicotions packages which I use at
the office hos 45+ control keus.

My only negative comment concerns the plocement of the most
commonly used control keys. For instance, the transmit and receive
control keys are FUNCTION B and FUNCTION N. I would like to ses
these options initiated through the keys at the top of the keyboard,
however, I have clready cdapted to the location imposed hy FAST-TERM.

FAST-TERM will be supported indefinitely. In Fact, enhancements
are in the development stoge.
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The documantotion is excellent! I con haonaestly soy that it is as
good as the documentation which is included with the commercial
communications pockoges ! use at the office.

FAST-TERM is fast becomming THE communicotions program for the
4n, It seems to be the current rage in many user groups around the
country. I like the program so well thot I will use it exclusively
for all communicotions purposes.

About the cuthor...

Poul Charlten is an 18 year old sophomore electricol engineering
student ot the prestigicus Renssalear Polygtechnic Institutsa in Troy,
NY. He is currently employed by the University of Virginia in the
Department Of Physiology ot the medicel schoel. He is designing and
building hardware ond writing software for this hardwore which will
be used in medical lobs for research and patient problem analysis. I
hove tglked with Paul several times ond Find him to be congenial,
helpFul, shy, very intelligent and worthy of our supparct.

FAST-TERM is FREEWARE and is ovailoble with source code for the
unheard of price of $10 + $3.50 to cover the cost of the disk aond
maoiler from:

FPAUL CHARLTON

1110 PINEHURST CT.
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22301
B04-296—-6421

If you obtain FAST-TERM from o source other than Paul, please
send $10 ar more to him to reward him fFor this excellent effort.

{Contributors - Bary Fuguoy LeRoy Thompsonl
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MYARC’

azflmme;pandmandrnlmdisk.

L] ABPS/1 2 -Printspocler & Manufactured In the U5, to strict
gm“ﬂum:l ;'Ilc:u:l‘;:dm spoal quality levels. This will Insure high

{buffer) operation to an RS232 serial system reliability unmatched in the '
printer. industry.
@ Calf SPPIO - Same opetation a3 ® The only rue RAM disk available for

above except with a paraliel printer. the T1 99/4A* computer, offering high
* Call RDDIR - Allows compiele W&uu load and don
ng of RAM disk Bles (similar mass and file storage, Complete
to caaloging disk drive). high speed file n;tanipu HO';: Bpluu:lt
® Call EMDEI(1) - Instruxcts RAM %ﬂm , make ok
disk to emulate disk drive 1 for anto Fercd sought perpher
booting of the program stored In

tnemory like T Writer*, ® This unit may be purchased as a
® Call EMDKI(O) - Tums off normal 328 memory expansion card
EMDKI(1) command. m"l’ﬂ"d‘d

* Call VOL (“swall voluine -
name”) - Aiows drectoriesand e rd Includes 32K bytes of

pansion RAM that 13 100%
sub-directories o file on the RAM memary ex Y
disk. Also obtains all directortes In compaiabie to all Texas Insruments”
the RAM disk

NET 99°ERS PRICE: $192
e Rype taformafion Services
™

!
¢

“Trademark of Texm Ingtraments Inc.

MYARC

128X.05
EXTENDED BASIC LEVEL 1V

s*Performs all of the same features as TI
Extended Basic!

sExecution up to three times faster t

*40 Character display text mode.

* Vastly improved error handling support!
®*integer Variables! Mow yov can acheive full
support of integer variables.

*Windowingl

*Hi Resolution Graphics! With commands such
as DRAW, FILL, CIRCLE, RECT., and many
more, you can perform tasks with precision
and speed never possible before!

NET 99'ERS PRICE: $75.00
MYAFD Yilen o informllen Servien
L Lo -l




A-Z Forentin Hanta
FLo ). \G;.q.-.o.,_‘? iy ‘”:rl‘::t-;:-snn

s06/
Az AL A2 A A2 Kz AT AL ATZ A7 A2 A2 A2 A2 AL A-Z A~

R1BBOKE

Cominl=15, 10X & 5K Delta 10 & 1% DRBLBO
| PR W I wia.. 300 EA
13-2,,...
25 - Up .....
Radix 10 Cartridpe ..,

Radix )5 Cortrldge .................
Rodix 10 & 13 Ribbon R!pl-ccm-nt Pack?
L 2 i ey 6,00
13- ..., EESRETI TR I |
T TR - 1 |
Fowertype c":rid;e'
.................................... trnarariiaeg. 6.00
13 - le [ P rersees 5,75
2 = Up siiiveneiaennieinanas feearciennne Pearrraanserarnnss 5,50

A= A-Z A-Z A-Z A-I A~E A-2 Al A2 A2 A-Z AL A-Z A-Z A2 A-Z A-Z
PRINT HEADS

L Cereseieaiiseegs, 35,00
cemini-10/0 ... vvnniniannann.. R .. . 50.00
Cemini-15/%X ....... . 55.00

..... .. 60.00

. . . 65.00
Radix-10/1% ..., .oooonl, . .. cevaseaas BRLOG
Powertype Frint Wheel ... ... ... .- . .. eririiaes 6,00
Povertype Print Head ...................... e eaeanaeaan, veees 36,00

AL AL A% AZ AZ A-Z AT A2 AT AT A2 A-Z A-Z A2 A-I A-L AL A

FRINIERS

RETAIL
GoIOK, XPC, SG-10 iuuininnncnnnoenanraannanean ... e 299.00
G-I5%, xpe, SC-1% ... .......... . 4B80.00
b-10, toDFC, SB-LD ... . 409,00
D-15, tSepc, So-|5 , 639.00
R-10, mnlopc, SR-10 . 160.00
R«15, RISPC, SR-1% .. g70.00
FowesTYP® cqvenruannsas 399.00

440,00 w/f

Tractor Feed

HLSCELLANEQUS

BTE-80 Paper (2 Rolls Per PhE. ¥ ..o.iveninnnniincnninnnss crrnraaa 10,00
Cemini-10 & I0X, D-10 & R-10 Short Lid/S5tandacd l.i.d P, 9.00

Gemini=15-15X-015/8tandard Lid coeenieunnn e ®ennnanns Lo 1300
Gemink-10 & 15 Technical Menunl ...
Gemini-]10X & 15X Technical Henual ...
ETX-B0 Techniecsl Manval ... .. ..._..
brlta 10 or 13 Technical Msnual ...

coveeass 20,00
e 15,00
<erareae. 20,00

Redix {0 or 13 Technics! Manual ... et eee i ierraraaan
Povertype Technical Manual ........

Extra User Hanusle ..ovinonriaainns Cheeaeaan

Powertype, Single Bin, Cut Sheet Feeder

Fouertype Tractor Hecheniss .......ccivinvnininenn. .. cereenrraaaa 32,00
Dust Covers, €-10% & D-10 ..ovorriurnrrinnnirinnesinneeninnrneanan 15.00
Dust Covers, G=15X & D=43% .o.uuvorncvniinenniann, versrrernnssrrass 17,00

A-t A-2 A-2 A-3 AT AT AL AL AL AL AI A2 AT A-Z A-E A<Z AL A

1RTERFACE BOARDS

1EEE {G1U & G13} .... . ceraeass 89.00
Gemini~10 6 15 serial . farieceanas . veers 79.00
Geminl=10X Berial ....ovvvniiiiaanan.. . .

Cemini-10 & 15 Serial w/&K Buffer .....
Cemini-10K 4K Seeial ....vvrrurnnnns.
Gemini~t0 &% walfar ... ... ... .. ...
Geminl=15 4K Buffer .,.0u0ne.
Geminl-10% 4K Duffer ..uvuciuennnnn..
Gemini=-10% 4% Up Gerade to Bk ...,....
Tymac "The Conmectlon”™ ......cevv..,. .
DIL PPY ohininiiinneiaesasinnns,
Universal Commodore (GIOX & CISX) ..........
Commodore LIF (5TR-BO) ... uvviiiiniurinnniiiennrnnnnnrnnenns
Intelligence Commodore 1/F {$TX- 80) ........ iereean
Serisl To Pareliel Convartar (ALl Models)] ...............
Atard Interfoca ooiiiriiiiiiiiiieniiiinn s
HacStar L/F .
LIC Cable Jivouiiniariniisniotneanienonnsis

A-Z A2 AL AL A-I AI AZ AZ AT AZ A-Z AZ A-2 A-2 A2 A-Z A-Z A2

*PRICES SUMIECT TO CMANGE WITHOUT HOTICE*

FPRICES DO HOT REFLECT SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARCES®

*TAR NOT INCLUDED IN PRICEF

*CHECK-OUT CHARGE = $31.50 {Carries 60-Day Labor Warranty)#



