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NORTH EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA AMATEUR COMPUTER CLUB

Vol V¥ HES

SOLID STATE TECHNODLOGIST FEATURED SPEAKER AT NOVEMBER MEETING

The progras for Hoveaber will include an zddress by Dr. Herbert HcKinctry, Associate Professor of Selid State
Technology at the University Park Cagpus of the Pernsvlvenia Stste University. The title of Dr. Hokinstry's presentation
ie The VYercatile fpple. He will discuse and desonstrate a wide variety of softeare for the fApple I, including computer
susic, graphics, . and application proorasms in eateriale research.  Dr. Hokiastry is an officer in the ﬁlcrocoapu*er Yeers
froup of Central Pennzylvania (HUB). '

The Novezber KEFACT mesting will be held Friday, the 12th. FRegicirztion for the tuterial sessions will be held at
14%p8 in reoz 119, The tutorial session will bepin =t 7:00 in reom C-121.  The reqular mesting will bepin promptly at
B: OGps in €-209. Memberc not participating in the tutorial are invited to zeet informally in roce 209 any tiee after
Ted0pa.

f11 mesbers are encourzged to atiend to hear Br. McKinstry. Refreshzents will be cerved following the meeting.
Come on out and bring a friend.
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TUTORIAL SEGSIOH TAKES ON MEW LOOK

HEPRCC began holding tutorizl sessicns in BASIC  in the fall of last year., The tutorial sessi

apainly the work of Dr. Joe Dandole with the zcsiztance of other MEPACC mesberz. Since lasi fall the popularity of theee

sszions has grosn steadily,  Recently attendance at these sessions has  been larger than could be acccoodated under the

inforeal forsat ectabliched last year. In additien, the fact that new measbers were constantly joining the sessions zade

it difficelt to oprovide for continued progress of the C°==inns. In 2n effort to sake the B8SIC tutorial sessionc sore
productive suse changes in foreat have been established by the clueb.

Firet the sessions are planned to provide & briet course in BRSIC progremming which will last approvisstely three to
four menths, The tutorial cescions will be lieited in enrollment te the nusber of KHEPACC eesbers which can be
accoaodated in the computer 12b.- Regictratier for the tuterial seezion will be nperessary. A1l students will be reguired
to purchace 2 texthook, "Intreoduction to BASIC FProgremming”, by Steven L. HMendell. Tnis book iz written to prf"zue 2
general working knowledpe of BASIC, It includes specitic instructions for ownsre of Apnle, PET, IBY, and TR3-5
coaputers and can be applied, with coze medification, to TI-99 BASIC, The cost of the book is $8.95.

The tutorial seszicns will allew completion of the book in three or four monthe. It is mest important that persons
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taking the tutorial have arcess tp 2 sicrocosputer cther than those at Penn State cince participants will be experted to
werk on their own between cessions,
The first series ot sessions, which will tegin Friday night, will feature 2 lecture en programaing by Jim Szhaida.

Dr. Jdoe Dandois will be leading the lab session. HRegistration for the first series of cessiens will be held at &:45 5a.
in Reea 119 of the Classroos Building.

The Club wiches to espress its sincere thanks to Dave Hercker, past club president, for originating the idea of 2
tutorial session. We alsc wish te thenk Dr. Dandoiz and the cther cleb sesbers who have genercusly contributed their
time in these tutorial cescions. 6811 ciuvh gesbers with proficiency in BRSIC are invited to help with the tutorial

£e5510ns,

OCTOBER MEETING BREAKS ATTENDANCE RECORD

-~ Over fifty persenc attended the October 8th eeeting of MEPACC. Of this nusber over half were attending their first
EPRCC meeting, The =meeting included lively discussiens con projects and pragraas slarned or proposed for the 1932-83
.23son.  One propesed project was 2 one day cosputer zeminar to be held at Boscov's Department Stere in the Leurel Hall,
{See additiopal information elseshere in the pewslettor.) In addition 2 club publicity coseittee was established. Plans
for a cospater fair, COMPUFAIR °83, to be held in May were distussed. £ tentative date of May 1, 1933 is currently under
discussion.

A brilliant progrze on incstalling disk drives in the YRS-30 zodel Il was presented. HMesbers present were treatad
to a first hand leok at an Osborn Cosputer which was demonstrates by Adem Rozanski,




CLUB HEMBERSHIP GROWING

During the October the club gained 15 new members. He are pleased to welcome the fellowing new NEPACCers;
Toz Antolick, Jezes Baker, C.E. Barrett, Pat Galistn, Joe Bardecki, Jehn Gardecki, Alyssa Breif, Joe Harchesani,
Alan Roazn, Todd Mardel, Jack Wyeth, Kia ¥oitke, Joseph Boitko, Donna Yannuzzi, Jacine Yanpuzzi,

Dues for 1982-83 are now due froe all NEPACC mesbers. Menbership dues in NEPACC exit in ceveral categories.

REGULAR HEMBER  €53.00 / year.
FARILY HEREER $1.00 / vear {Ippediate fagily of regular zesber.)
STYBENT HEHBER §2.00 / vear {full-tize ctudent over {4 vears of age.)

If you haven't paid vour 1982-83 dues pleace zee club treasurer, George Lee. He are planning the publication of a
sesbersnip directory sopon.  Please be cure that your dues are paid and that we have your correct addresc, phone number,
and weers oroun rreference.  Mewsletters can only be sent to eesbers in gond standing,

T1 99 USERS GROUP GEARING UP

The newly recrganized 71 99 userc group is planning zeetings for the firet Tuesday following the repular KEFACC
geeting. Their next eeeting will be held at Dan Cooper's on Noveaber 16th at 7:30 pm, Call Dan Cooper at 434-0323 for
pore inforaaticn.  MEPACC HEYS has become aware that the number of TI ouners is rapidly growing in the Hazleton fres, If
you know 2 TI owner who iz not srcouainted with HEPACC invite thes te the next meeting.

Dan Ccoper recently providsd ws with 3 copy of the newsletter of a FPittchurcgh based T1-99 Users group.  The
following tip for T1-99 Users is fros Yel. 2, Ho. 3 of Peripheral,

PROGRAMMING TIP - One question often facing the prograsser of the TI-99 is that of deterpining the length of a
prograz stored in memory.  The following two line pregras can ansser  that question if typed in at the beginning of a
reguler bzsic prograa.

I A=A4§
2 GOSUB I

Bfter you run thic progras at the beginning of vour program the greater than sign, or proapt (")) will appear,
indicating that you are in the coemand sode again. Whem this occurs type “PRINT A" with no line nusber. The nuzber
printed will be the nusber of unuced bytes of semery reszaining,

Phen considering this number, however, be aware of several things: The cooputer does not stere each letter or
nucher as a single byte. The cosputer scans the program as you type it in and stores it in itz speciab  format. This
forzat turnc most coszands into a single byte and then adds other inforsation so the computer will know how to intersret
the rest of the line,

CALL ctatements are an interecting exception to the above. The word CALL beroses a single byte follered by the
representation in ASCII of the rest of the CALL, (CALL HCHAR, for exzaple, would take six bytes while CALL SCREEW wculd
take soven bytes.)

¥hat thic boils down to ic this: 3 lpt of short, ciaple cosmand cstategents will take up such less aemory than
statepents with many CAlls and PRINT ctatesents.

Another point: juct because you still have z thouszand hvtes of eesory left, don’t juap for joy. The coaputer needs
a certain aeount of free gexory to print things on the ccreen, ctore variables, etc.  This cpace varies froa one prograd
to another. If vou try to convert a program fron another dislect of BASIC into TI BASIC you may want to leave out REH
statezents and any instructions included in the crogras until yau know it will fit,

P.5. Dan’t forget to reaove the size program flipes ! end 2) before you try te run your prograsm.

TI' users will be interssted to know thst a pregram on software for the 99 is currently being planned for NEPRCD's
January seeting.







David P. Orbin

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

HAZLETON Campusg
Highacres

Hazleton, FPA. 18201
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