*DRACULA’S DRIPPINGS

THE FAIRE
The N.E.FAIRE in Lexington was (at least for this reporter) a huge success, People-meeting was the order of the
day, and - though attendance has been declining at this event each year - there were still hundreds to meet. 6ot a

thance to renew acquaintances with Jim Horn of Disk Only Software and Chris Bobbitt of Asgard and Barry Traver of
Genial TRAVelER and Lou Phillips of MYARC in the business end of our computer’s world. Also represented were Bud Mills
Services (Horizon), CaDD Electronics, DataBioTics, RAVE 99, Video Electronics Marketplace, Texaments, Computer
Shopper,T1 Computer House, MICROpendius, Ken's TV, GEnie, and, of course, our local Genial Computerware.

Although meeting all these people and trying and buying all the goodies was lots of fun, getting together with
ather user groups was, for me, the most fun of all.

I love to go to the Mutmeg 99ers booth every year, They always come up with the unexpected, Although they are the
smallest group in New England, this Connecticut powerhouse packs a wallep, They are ingenious and are held together by
the superhuaan efforts of TI loyalist Janet Ryan.

This year was no disappointment, In addition to the handmade "ANY" keys (taken right off a computer keyboard and
nade into one of the cleverest keychains I've ever seen - for only $1.30!), they ran a lottery with their own lottery
program and passed out lottery money made from another of their original programs. Anyone interested in printing TI
graphics (I MEAN graphics that contain all manner of TI 99/4A-related original artwork; mostly very humorous), should
contact NUTHEG for their 3 NUTHMERART disks. A very worthwhile addition to the ardent 4A fan.

Anyway, the Nutmeggers seemed to have had the most fun of all of us, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed their efforts
again this year. (I can see why their club address is JOLLY Rd. [#10) in Eilington CT 06029.)

Club 99 from Attleboro - across from our MUNCH booth - seemed to be a fun place to visit, too. Llots of sharing,
lots of laughter, lots of expertize.

I found that sharing and expertise all around the faire area, Though all the clubs had used the faire as a way of
bringing in additional funds, the comradeship seemed to be the reason most of us were there. It felt nice to be a part
of something lots of other people feel strongly about, too.

The Ottawa geniuses were out in full force, alse. These are the people who bring you DH100O and TELCO, to name but
two software masterpieces.  (Charles Earl, the author of the latter, case with Jane LaFlaase, Bob Boone, and Toa
Bentley, all of whom spent the day successfully fielding the mest bizarre [It seemed to me.] questions.

I bought a pil2 of old (though unopened) cartridge and disk and even tape packages from the MN.H. 99%ers (who were
also opposite us) because these programs were things I didn™t have or had never seen - and they were going for & for
$15 for ANYTHING! They also had FREDDY. All day I watched kids (of all ages) play this marvelous game from Geraany.
Finally, 1 could withstand the pressure no longer and bought it. I was up until late hours this weekend because of
FREDDY. [We’ll have this Fairware item and many others in the club library soon.l

Other groups with lots to sell included BCS (the sponsor), Brockton, Magnetics, and Terrie Masters and Tom Freeman
all the way from Los Angeles.

MUNCH, of course, was bustling all day: T-shirts, bumper stickers, CFS, PLUS!, Best of Munch, used goodies and lots
and lots of freebies. The efforts of Jim Cox, Louis and Helen Holmes, and Dan Rogers went way above the call of duty.
They were a formidible force.

MUNCHers certainly supported the faire. The membership was extremely well represented.

Jonathan Zittrain coverad the occasion for Cosputer Shopper. There were lots of interesting speakers from all over
this country and Canada and lots of local luminaries. Some exciting workshops and demonstraticns went on in the
classrooms and on the main floor all day. ‘

BUT NOW THE SERIQUS PART...
There was a real interest on the part of the smaller New England groups to fora some sort of collaborative or to
meet once or twice a year in a central location to brainstorm some problem-solving techniques and to share a few

things. This was a topic that seemed to pervade the faire - at least among the locals present and among many of the
- visitors.

This will be discussed at greater length at the next meeting.

NEXT MEETING

Also at the Hay seeting Jack Sughrue will give a tutorial/workshop on the use of PLUSL This will beq1n at 7:30. He
will also show how to flippy a disk to anyone interested froa 6:45 to 7:00.




HAVING FUN WITH YOUR MODEM

By Helen Holmes

There are many bulletin boards operated by owners of personal computers that are available to anyone with the
proper equipaent. Most of these bulletin boards services {BBS) are free of charge to all who call. Many have TI
downloads that are up to date and very useful to us. This is especially good to know since we have an  orphaned
computer,  These BBS operators are a very unselfish group with only our pleasure in mind. All they ask is a simple
"Thank you" for what they do,

If you’re not calling a BBS now, I have some information that aight help you get started. 0f course you need a
cosputer, an RS232 serial interface, at least one disk drive and the necessary cablss, modem, communications software
and nearby phone jack. I use an ADC 1200 baud modem, Hayes compatable, auto dial, auto answer, which I purchased for
under %100,  If you don’t have telecomeunications software, contact a local T1 users group and they will help you get
what you need, o

There are many software programs used for telecommunications. Some ucers like Fast Term, I prefer Mass Transfer.
There is also a praogram that allows you to either view, or save to disk RLE Graphics, called DHEGBA. It’s a little
tricky to use but well worth the effort, These programs are fairware and are distributed freely through many BBS's and
users groups. The authors usually ask for & contribution of about $10 for their work., All of these programs are for
the TI99/4A computer. It shouid also be mentioned that either the Extended Basic, Editor Assembler, ar even the TI
Writer module is required to load and run the above programs. There is also 2 module called Terminal Emulator II froa
T1 that works at 110 and 300 baud only. It ig still available through several TI suppliers.

LOGGING ON # BBS FOR THE FIRST TIKME

The first time you log on to a BBS you will be asked to answer a few guestions about yourself. The 8YS0P  (Systems
Operator) will want to know your name and the town you live in. She or he might also ask you for your address. 1 use
my Fost Office box number when logging an to any BBS, GSome bulletin boards allow the users to use a “handle” or
rade-up name, 1 always use ay real name if 1 intend to return to that BBS. Then you will be asked to give a PH or
password., MEVER tell anyone your password, Only the SY50P of the BES and you should know what your PW is. This will
get you into the board in future calls. If you forget vour PY you will have to log on again as a new user, Some BBS’s
also give you a user number, You must alsc remember this number when you log on. Your user number is public and other
users an the BBS can leave messages to you by using your nuamber,

You might be surprised to suddenly see on your screen “SYSOP YANTS TO CHAT WITH YOU". This means the SYSOP is home
and is watching you log an as a new user and he/she wants to welcome you to the BBS, At times I have spent an hour
chatting with a SYS0P. 1It’s lots of fun and you can learn a lot from these chats.

After 1 log on to a new BBS [ always leave a message saying how much I enjoyed my visit, If I have any gquestions
about the BRS I mention it then so that shen I call in again hopefully I will get'an answer,

The time you call any BBS is important too. When you see a EBS advertised check out the time it is running, I
there 15 no time announced then call in the early svening or during the day. A woman told me not toc long ago that her
{1-year-old son had started a BBS using the family telephone. Her home telephone number was advertised from one end of
the state to the other. If I hadn't called her after hearing a person answer instead aof a computer she would still be
wondering why so many were calling at 1 and 2 in the morning and hanging up after she answered the phone.

ALl TI BBS that I have called have very easy menus to follow. This saves time when you are calling long distance,
A saaple Menu would look something like this:

(A) Adds

{B} Bulletins

{C) Chat with 5YSOP

{F} File fransfers- (U} Upload (D) Download

{6) Gboodbye

{1) Information and news ’ oot
{L) Leave a message to the SYSOP

{H) Messages

(0) Other BES numbers

(P} Passord change



(@) Buick Loggotf
{S) Systea Status
{U) User listing
(H) Who’s Been ON
Some systems will allow you to choose the letter while the menu is still scrolling.

FILE TRANSFERS

In the D/L (Downlpad) section most BBS's have a list of programs the user is allowed to download., Most BRS's use
XMODEM flle transfers. 1 have found one BBS that uses both X and Y MODEM transfers. It should alsoc be noted that as
TE-2 file transfers are becoming ohsolete, most BBS’s are doing away with it also. TE-2 tranfer protocols is what is
used with the Teminal Eaulator 11 module.

If you chogse the wrong area on a BBS and want to leave always use C- Control C. This works on many non-TI BES
also. Some BBS use §, while others can use K, O or just @ for quit, If you have a printer it would be a good idea to
make a printout of the menu from every BBES you call, until you are familiar with them. This saves time for you and for
others waiting to get an,

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE

There are several different software programs available, 1 have tried most of them but my favorite is still Mass
Transter by 5Stu Olsen. It is very user friendly and [ didn’t have to spend a lot of time reading the manual in order
to use it. I have uzen using it ror the past year and [ am completly satisfied with it., O+ course, therz have Leen
updates to the original progras.

Fast Termp is another TE program but I haven't used it enough to comment on it.

Omega is & fairly complicated progras but once you try it you will agree that is definately was worth 1t., It is
the only program [ know of that will view RLE graphics.

4A/Talk is also a very popular program, According to an article by Scott Darling it is also verv user friendly.
He says it is impossible to crash and it coses with a 32-lage manual. The one difference I noticed was that it dossn't
auto dump to the buffer,

Thesz are the TE programs that 1 either have information on or have used. Fast Term, Omega and Hass Trans are all
Fairware and are available through most TI clubs. 4A/Talk is commercially sold.

CALL HAITING

If you have this telephone service then you know how distracting it is to be on a BES and suddenly find telephone
interuption that someties can throw you off 3 bulletin board., There is a way you can shut off the Call Waiting while
you are on line. To cancel the Call Waiting before you dial a number: first dial 70 on a touch-tone and 1170 on a
rotary phone, A BEEP indicates Call Waiting has been deactivated, Call Waiting will be automatically in service when
you phone is used again.

TI GOING "E MAIL®

Recently there has been articles in MICKOpendium magazine about some TI BBS that are changing over to use Dpus
1,032 software. There is a3 group of BBS around the country that has formed the International Texas Instruments and
9640 Echo Conference using the Fido Net Associations parameters as a guide, This will allow message exchanges between
several BBS in this country {(mostly NC, OR, and the Dakotas) and Europe. The operating hours of this BBS will be 24
hours but the mail will be processed between | and 2 A.M. The baud rates will be from 300 to 2400, and soon up to
9400. This is a great opportunity for the TI coamunity!

TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES

If .you enjoy calling many BBS arcund the country but can’t afford to pay high telephone bills, then PC Fersuit is
what you need. It costs $23 to.;oin and $25 a month. vyou access the service on a local telephone number and during
certain hours you can call BBS all over the country as long as it is on this Jist. © 1 have included a list of the PC
Persuit calling areas for your convenience. They are:

201 Newark, NJ
202 Washingtan, OC
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PART I1: MIDDLE AGES

Last time we IMPACTed I took you on a personal tour
of ay early experiences with the 4/A, which were more
typical than not.

After I had amassed my 100-plus programs on tape
(mostly typed in from "99%er® Magazine and some early
books), I, like so w=any others, wanted to expand my
computer "mastery.”* My T1 appetite was voracious.

I bought every TI book available, which, in 1983,
was a considerable nuaber.  These included such
aasterpieces as Loreto’s THE TI1-99/4A IN BITS & BITES,
Datamost’s ELEMENTARY TI-99/4A, Addison-Nesley’s TERRIFIC
GAMES FOR THE TI99/4A, Bue’s TI-99/4A FAVORITE PROGRANS
EXPLAINED, Davis’s PRDGRAMS FOR THE TI HOME CONPUTER, and
the books being published by SAMS and COMPUTE! Of the
latter, PROGRAMMER’S REFERENCE GUIDE TO THE TI-99/4R was
always at my side. This was written by Regina {Cheryl

Khitelaw) who wrote the best programs ®99er' magazine
published: HOMEWORK HELPER, NAME THAT BONE, TYPING FOR
ACCURACY, CIVIL  ENGINEERING  FUNDAMENTALS,  HARRIED

HOUSEWIFE, DODGE ’EM, MAIE RACE, SAN FRANCISCO TOURIST
and so many others. These were already classics. What
sstounded aost of us Regena grouples was the aepth of her
knowledge, She seemed to know an incredible amount about
coaputers, obviously f(and 2 lot of different KINDS of
coaputers), but she also knew so much about wmusic and
children and electrical engineering and geography and art
and just about any topic a statt of college professors
would know,

That was in 1983. Regena was already in her third
year of TI publishing when she moved to COMPUTE! under
sose #aysterious circuastances. So | began a COMPUTE!
subscription to continue getting her monthly coluen, 1
got lots wmare out of that magazime, too. Tutorials of
all kinds. Prograss galore. It was TI’s Cloud Nine. In
that same year, Regena began writing for ENTHUSIAST 99,
toa.

Boy, what a year! Mark Leyton began his wonderful
UNDFFICIAL ~ 99/4(R1  wmagazine. K-POKER  and FAMILY
COMPUTING (early supporters of the 4A) had also wmade
their debut. I subscribed to them all:s & Tl magazines a
sonth (7 it one includes the non-monthly  SMARY
PROGRAMMER) ! [SUPER 99 MONTHLY and MININAB 99 wouldn’t be
aut for another year,l
. DI tind it hard to believe in 1988 that the final 4A
classic book - - THE LAST NHOLE ‘TI99/44 BODK by Paul
Barrison - was published within a year of this creative
time. Published by Wiley Press in 1984, this still
stands as one of the best hooks ever written for 44
DWRErs., [Do not confuse it with Linda and Allen

Schreiber’s THE LAST WORD ON THE TI-99/4A, also published
in 1984, which is one of the worst books in my TI
libraryd )

‘It’s even harder to believe that the aagazines
sentioned above no longer exist (or na longer carry any
TI stuff).

As sagazines like COMPUTE! and FAMILY COMPUTING
dropped TI (which still had the largest hose computer
ownership of all; more than the Apple, Coemodore, and IBN
Jdr.  combined) wany of us wrote letters of protest.
Atter all, we were still buying disks and drives and
aonitors and oprinters and lots of other advertised
things. No good. Even though the ADAM and the PEANUT
(Do you remember?) were still curried. 1 dropped all
sagazines that dropped the 4A. The only ones left are
MICRDpendiua, the last monthly devoted solely to the TI,
which began its life in February of 1984, [In that issue
{originally called  HDME  COMPUTER  COMPENDIUM)
Editor/Publisher John Koloen said this of his new
#agazine, "It is a conduit, a source of information and a
vehicle for the dissemination of information.® It has
certainly lived up to these criteria. 1 would find it
difficult to be a 4A owner without MICROpendium and user
groups. The only other aagazine still supporting our
community with a very inforsative aonthly column is
COMPUTER SHOPPER.

It’s sad to look through that first COMPENDIUN. Al}
the advertisers except one are gone: Gadget Software
(Hegaworld), TJ Software (Kandy Kong), THinc {Colors),
C.A.Root (On Gaming), Maple Leaf (Sky Diver), Silicon
Yalley Software (S.A.T. Verbal Section), Machine Shoppe
Software (Cassette Indexer), Llarry Vision ({(Quackers),
Prograss Software (Personal Enrichaent), Micraworld (Snac
Han), Soft Relations {Super Speller), DCH Software {Home
Budget), CALLCAR (Emotional Health), Software Prograas
{Starship Concord}, TI Books and Software.

The one advertiser in that issue who is still with
us is TIGERCUB GSOFTWARE, owned and operated as a
coapletly one-man venture by Jim Peterson (Mr. T.I1.).

And that brings ae back to 1983 (before the
orphaning) when we were still high on TI and user-group
business was booming. ~For all the other things that were
going on for wus (and they were numerous: every big
department store and book store and software store
carried 4R items on their front shelves, for example} -
for all those other things, the year will still be known
to ae as the year of the TIGERCUB.

User-group newsletters articles, for the sost part,
were not as sophisticated as they are today, The big
exception was the “TIPS from the TIGERCUB® wmonthly
columns by Jia. ’

Nobody did what he did. His articles (many old ones
as well as new ones are still being published worldwide
today) opened the-door to understanding. One was. either
a techie or a dusay. But Jis wsade us all feel
intelligent. He pulled us up. His explanations and his
*experiments” and his enthusiase case out in every
article. He always stayed far- enough ahead of wus te
challenge us coapletely, yet he never talked down to us



slow learners,

From his very first article: *Are you tired of that
blankety blinking black cursor? This won't work in BASIC
but if you’re in XB try 1 CALL COLOR{0,11,1).

1 did it. Then I tried it in BASIC ({just in case
aine worked, which it didn’t). Then I fiddled with the
nusbers until [ finally understood what happened.

This is the way Jim taught, for teaching is what he
certainly did {and does). His classroom, though,
included thousands and thousands of pupils.

He taught se to use Line # and FCTN/X for E] instead
of EDIT and how to use REDO for expanding program lines
and how to slash ay zero and how to highlight operators.
He let wme in on lots of secrets: You can type
RUN*DSKI.FILE" without any spaces and it’l] work; that
typing the double colons in XB lines without spaces
before or after won't matter, either. Do these sound
sundane? Not if you didn’t know afy of that stutf, and
none of us did.

His teachings were so natural, so filled with
personal experience, that you couldn’t wait to try the
thing Jim had just found out. Here’s another from that
first “*Tips®: *Have you ever been typing in a prograe,
and the computer suddenly jusped back to the title
screen, and you were sure that you didn’t have a finger
anywhere near that infernal QUIT key? But maybe you were
drinking coffee with one hand and trying to press FCTN
and | simultaneously with the other? So, if you don’t
have anything valuable in the cosputer right now, try
pressing FCTN, Space Bar, H and N all at the sase tise.
Gops! Another useless bit of info - try FCTN, 5, 6 and 7
all together. Break!"

Hy vision of hia was a young kid {maybe as old as a
college student) doing improvisational cosputing, the way
Art Tatua played the piano; sosebody with great knowledge
and understanding exploring human/eachine potential.

I didn't find out until a very long time after that
Jin is a grandfather and that he bought the 4A because he
liked the keyboard!

It didn’t satter, Genius is genius no matter what
age.

He used to close off those early coluans with Happy
Hackin’ until hackers got a bad reputation by a few
pirates and vandals, then he closed it with Mesory Almost
Full. Too bad, in a way. 1 think of Jim as the Ultiete
Hacker, in the real, *discovery" sense of that word. I
don’t know anyone who knows eore about BASIC {and XB)
than Jin.

Way back in 1983 he did a lot amore than give us
little “useless® tips. Most of the tips are the most
*useful® things I ever learned for any coaputer. (There
is no Jia Peterson for Apple, Cosmodore, Tandy, or IBM.)

Fach article contained at.least one original type-in
progras. )

While other prograssers and writers were saking
bundles selling their stuff to comsercial magazines and

software houses, Jiam GAVE his sonthly column away in
exchange for the user-group newsletters. (He probably
has the largest library of Tl written smaterial in
existence.) Whenever any item in his coluan, large or
saall, came from any other source, Jim always credited
the originator,

His generosity is knows throughout the entire TI
World.

His programs for which he charged $3 apiece (along
with a discount for future purchases) was during a time
when programamers were charging $20 and $30 for prograas
nowhere nearly as professional. Jim never sold hoopla.
He just sold quality. Now his prograss are $2 or auch
less in disked batches.

The first batch of four prograsms I ordered came back
with seven programs in the package. Jim always puts "a
little extra" in each order. He still does. He has over
3000 Public Domain {not Fairware) prograss which he
shares by putting them as bonuses on any disk orders.
These prograes, too, are well done and credited and worth
owning.

1 was surprised by the bonus, as no clue was given
by hiz that 1 was going to qet wmore than ny money’s
worth. There was not a single program that 1 ever got
froe Tigercub {and that is many) that did not exceed &y

“expectations.  Many 1 ordered for ey Sth-grade class and

are still popular (like BAZ0O and MECHANICAL APTITUDE
TEST). It would he hard for ae to pick a favorite
because there are so sany varieties of prograss:
educational, music, utilities, games, and so on.

Abcut three heurs age [ saved this textfile ang
loaded up sose of Jiw’s disks, I played the fiendish
SQUINCH and the diabolical GSCRUM and went through his
HANDY DANDYS and SPEEDER READER and - and [ noticed it
soaehow got to be 2:10 AM. 1 have to go teach tomorrow
and Jia Peterson, the fiend, did it to ae again!

Next day!

¥hen [ reread the above, I got to thinking about all
the other TIGERCUB programs I didn’t sention. The most
impartant, for me, are the three "NUTS & BOLTS" disks
containing over 300 files., When these started coming out
a2 few years ago, it was a "TIPS" maniac’s delight. Here
was a discovery collection that every TI learner dreaas
of. These files can bhe serged into any XB progras

{including a file that converts BASIC to XB) to produce ™

resarkable results, Because of incremental line
numeration, aultiple subs can be called into single
prograes. They are efficient, neat, incredibly easy, and
remarkably creative. And lots sore. Send Jie $1 for
catalog (worth every penny; refundable with first order):
TIGERCUB Software, 156 Collingwood Ave., Colusbus, OH,
43213,

(This is 2 of 3 articles traveling down 4A’s Hesory
Lane.] B . R
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MUNCH OFFICERS AND NUMBERS (all in 417 area) R o
LR L L L L L A L L L L T T T L L) E .
President/Mail W.C. Wyman B39-4134 A e
Vice President Helen Holames T
Secratary Al Cecchini J
Treasurer Jim Cox B69-2704 N o
Lugger/Editor Jack Sughrue 476-7430 Ii
Advy Prog. Chair Dan Rogers 248-5302 6§ n
Ediots Larry, Mo, Curly 123-4547 H
Library Al/Lisa Cecchini T U
Disk/Nwsltr Lib  Louis/Helen Holmes ]
Tape Librarian  Walter Nowak o0 !
Graphics Vince VanGogh U
Rope Climber =  Freddy I
Swell Gang  Our Caring Memhership

LIBRARY NOTICE
PLEASE RETURN AHY ITENS BORROKED FROM QUR LIBRARY. He are still missing a considerable number of books, tapes,
gisks, and 5o on belonging to YQUR CLUB . Do & little clesring arcund your computer areq (or any places you'd be apt
to set things aside). If you locate any library »aterials (or if you'd like to donate any you no longer use) please
cove Nith thes to the next meeting., He don’t care how long you've had thew out, There is no fine, But it would be
FIKE if other sesbers could have a chance to borrow these things, Godzilla is watching you!
ADVERTISING RATES:
Double Page  (10.3" by 87) $25.00 per insertion
Full Page (3" by 8") $13,00 per insertion
Halt Page (5" by 4*) $ 7,00 per insertion
Buarter Pags (3" &y 2" or
(2,3" by 4") $ 3,00 per insertion
Classified (non-commercial) ads are FREE for MUNCH members,
==« RAFFLE. ...
Every month we have this peachy-keen raffle of all kinds of neat stuff given by our generous members and friends.
All kinds of software and sometimes hardware are given away free each meeting., The dollar donation helps to defray
some of the costs of our monthly rent at the clubhouse, so all members participate help a lot. Donations are happily
accepted. Remember: YOU NUST BE PRESENT T0 KIN!
MAY SALE
Another chance to sell any used conscles, P/Boxes, cards, tape recorders, interface cables, ANYTHING ralatad to
your computer systes. Also bring any original tapes, cartridges, disks, texts, or other soti/textware, Be prepared
to buy 2 lot and sell a lot. Please come with prices marked on the items, Call Jack Sughrue to let him know what you
will be selling, Next month you may find that TI thing you’ve been needing.
LLAA L LA LT L L I L L T A T T L D T L T LT L T Y
NEWSLETTER
IocME CMMTETAL!  Me are looking for articles, cartoons, love letters, programs, lists, old banana peels: in
shart, anything from the meabers which can be printed in our newsletter, Text items preferred on SSSD disk through
TIW. Printed iteas also accepted. Share your interest or expertise with other mesbers. Mail all items by the 3rd
Tuesday of each month to Jack Sughrue, Box 459, E.Douglas MA 01516, Disks will be returned at the next meeting.
bAALLLLLELIL AT LLE LTI LTI IN LI YL R 2T 7
NEWALS + RENEWALS
NEWALS are $15/year plus a one-time $10 inititation fee (which includes a choice of ANY club disk free); RENEWALS
are $13/year. Members have full use of disk/text libraries, free workshops + assistance, 12 full issues of M.U.N.C.H.,
voting privileges + more! Subscription alene is $10/year, Mail check to address on cover,
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ik JOING THE CROWD AT OUR MAY 9 MEETING! dh## L
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