





THE NEW COMPATIBLE COMPUTER by George F. Steffen

The most well attended seminar at the TI Faire in
Chicago on November 2nd was the presentation by Lou
Philips, President of MYARC, Inc. Unfortunately, he
was unable to demonstrate the new computer since one
part of the program had been left behind in New
Jersey and they had apparently damaged the CPU
during testing.

Mr. Philips started with a history of MYARC, from
the time they first designed the hard disk system
and then, after withdrawal of TI, added the floppy
disk controller, RS232 card and the 32-512K memory
card.

He discussed the Extended Basic IV which should be
available shortly. This is upward compatible with
TI Extended Basic and, because it makes full use of
the additional memory in the MYARC card, is much
faster. Also, it has many new commands, the largest
number of uwhich support high resolution graphics.
There is also a 40 column display mode and integer
variables.

The final part of his presentation was the item
which, he stated, was probably the cause of the
overflow attendance in the lecture room. This
remark drew a round of applause, The as yet unnamed
computer will come with 256K bytes of CPU RAM
compared to the TI 99/4(A) which has only 256 bytes.
In addition, it will have 64K bytes of VDP RAM.
Memory will be expandable to 2 Megabytes. It will
- have a mouse and light pen. The display will
include all the modes of the 99/4 and, in addition
will display up to 26 lines of 80 characters. Pixel
displays are 512 x 424 bits. There are up to 512
colors available., VDP memory may be paged so that
rapid changes may be made in the whole screen which
will provide spectacular illusions of motion.
Sprites may have more than one color and there may
be up to eight on one horizontal line.
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1700, It will come with complete softuare,
including source code and documentation explaining
how to add your own CALL routines to enhance Basic.
It has a NICAD battery so the card may be removed
and carried to another computer, just like a floppy
disk or Command Module. Prototype devices have been

The Basic provided will be very similar to MYARC's
Extended Basic IV. Because the interpreter will be
assembly language in CPU memory, it will average
about 70% faster than TI Extended Basic. (Of
course, input and output speeds are limited by the
speed of the peripherals.) There will be a 99/4
emulation mode in uhich 99% of Basic programs and
95% of all programs for the 98/4 will run. As with
the 99/4, programs which take shortcuts rather than
implementing TI operating protocols will cause
difficulties.

The display of the keyboard, even though it was not
operating, caused near chaos as all attendees who
had cameras attempted to take photographs of it.
Order was restored only when it was promised that
picture taking time would be allowed after the
seminar. The keyboard appeared quite similar to
that of an IBM PC and its clones with a separate
numeric pad and function keys. The keyboard will
connect to the current peripheral box with a
flexible round cable and the computer will occupy
two slots in the box.

Planned future developments are a card which will
allow the computer to act as a clone of the IBM PC
and another configuration of the computer itself so
that it may be used by those who do not have the TI
93/4 Peripheral Expansion Box. Mr. Philips stated
that he felt that he would have a running computer
to demonstrate at the January Computer Electronics
show in Las Vegas. Since production will not be
started until the prototype is running and debugged,
a delivery date has not been established. The first
production run has been targeted at 50,000 units.

The Chicago TI Users Group made video tapes of all
the seminars and intends to have the tapes
available. We plan to purchase a tape and show the
seminars at some of our meetings.

running for six months, but the first (proof ) copy
of the circuit board had been received the day
before the Faire. I expect to have one board for
testing in the next month and will report on price
at that time.
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