.

! Pres. Darrell Kankel Fh.4B7-2261
“.F, Tommy Thompson Fh.%46-6356
Sec'vy.John Owen Fh.5%4-2844

i Treas.Fhil VanNordstrand I26-1916

thﬂwihamlb-.

"RETURN TG FLIGHT"
-FALL '88-

1988 MEETING DATES:AFPR 19,MAY 17,JUNE 21

»JULY 19,AUG 16,SEPT 20
. OCT 18.NOV 1%,DEC 20 ( 3rd Tuesday each sonth )

a—_fEw.,’

Send a check for $12 made NAME : ——- ————
out to P.C..Van Nordst dt
an Nordstrand tos ADDRESS:_______ .
Phil Van Nordstrand CiTY: - STATE: Z1Py’ —_—
430 Shadow Creek Dr. .
Seabrook, TX. 77586 HOME PHONEs ____ WORK PHONE

" This newsletter is a sonthly pub-
lication of The Johnson Space
Center TI ?9/4¢A isers Group. The
JUS meets at 7:30 ort “he Ird
Tuesday df each sonth at ¢he Gilruth
Recreation Center at NASA-j&7,
Visitors are always welcome.

Permission to copy articles is
hereby granted, provided that
source is disclosed and gyecht
is given to the author.

This newsletter and the’ articles
contained herein do not Necessarily
represent the opinions of the group,
the editor or any person other than
the asuthor.

JON kN )
2321 CORYELL ST. 554-2044

MIAMI CY (J CLASRY)

RR 4 Box 156&
WABASH, IN
4 5F92
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¥ The JUG meetirg nights Have been zhanged to the
THIRD TUESDAY of each month, mainly due t2 holidavs coming
on Moridavys. .~ telephone poll was taben that showed that this
choice of night was as good or better for those contacted.
1f vou were missed by this poll and this change will make 1t
harder to attend, please let vour officers know. We had a
low attendarnce for our March meeting but hopbe 1t will be

better 1n the ‘uture.WXT-”fg 3 RD TUFS _-Apl /7L{

X The election of officers was postponed until the
April meeting so there 1s still a chance for you to
volunteer and/or campaign' The nominations as shown 1n the
Feb. newgletter are:

FRESIDENT: Darrel ¥Fankell

VICE-PRES.: Tommy Thompson

TREASURER : Fhil Van Nordstrand

as,
D)

Users Group (HUG) meeting on Sunday April 10. By the way,
this is a very active and well organized group and will
welcome you either as a guest or as a new member at their
meetings (usually the 1st Sunday of each month). Phil Van,
Mike Matula and ‘Richard Lumpkin are members of both HUG and
JUG. (Richard is the HUG Newsletter Editor). Phil has an
up-to-date copy of the HUG Library Catalog if anyone would
like to puruse it. Unlike the JUG Disk Library, HUG lists
fach program separately along:with a short description.
(Adv.: It is free to new members).

ar 7wy

SECRETARY John QOwen
(Newsletter Librarian % Editor: John Owen)
A
X The following items are planned for the April 19 s —-\‘ .
meeting (in addition to the election of officers): N’Q
1. John Burt and Dennis Dahm will show how to set up é‘Q:_‘
Funnelweb 4.0 menus to run different types of programs; \< :
2. Ken Truman has been asked to show us more about c99. g V] >
3. Fhil Van Nordstrand will describe and/or demonstrate 63
some of the new softwatgﬁgrograms that he has acquired from <)
the HUG library. 12
. \:i x
¥ John Owen and FPhil Van are scheduled to demonstrate § \
the capabilities of the UNJTED 99/4 DATABASE at the Houston -~
N
4
R

X The March meeting included a demonstration of the
Funnelweb DISKPATCH program to read and change disk sector
information. Also shown and copies made available was a disk
received from Innovative Programming that included several
interesting programs:

¥ Good sources for TI CONSQLES and other equipment are the
local flea markets and occasionally garage sales. Al Wells

reports that the asking price at one flea market recently
was $25 for the consoles but some bargaining brought the
price down to $135. Al bought a practically new TI99/4
CONSOLE for John Owen for $15.00'!! See Al Wells at the

" April 19 ( 3RD TUESDAY ) meeting for details.

Lo1798 pwas our

X Three of the JUG members have ordered the MYARC
Hard/Floppy Controller to go with the hard disk drives and
power supplies previously purchased. We are waiting
impatiently for Mike Matula to make delivery'!''! The
MICROpendium had two articles on the subject which are worth
reading. . We may need some help making cables, especially
since each of us may want a different configuration of disk-
drives - 1/2 height vs. full height, HD inside the PEB vs.
external, etc.. etc. Jim Wray (our 1987 JUG President) has
offered to help anyone that gets a hard disk set it up and

learn how to cnerate it. Thanks Jim!'!
. BERFHTER ~ mmfw : :
(7

LM STRAY ws
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CHICAGD TIMES Newsletter -by John Owen

is month we are highliaghting the Chicago Tl Userz Group’s

1 ter by reprinting selected articles from the "Chicago

mes". This is another great TI??/4 newsletter that is available
1 I

all ?7/4 users for the cost of membership. (The last time I
checked, they had over 700 members). Also included is access to
their great library. For info on membership cost (and library:
write to: Chicago TI Users Group

F.0O. Box $S78241
Chicago IL 40657 or call their Hotline Z12-657-1097
To get guick info, sge EHob Sweet at the next JUG meeting as
he is. a member of the Chicago U.G. and has all the details and
Library Catalog. Dues last year were $21 to join (included EBE
access, library catslog and subscription. and $15 renewel
(non—-attending member).

Several members of JUG (Tommy Thompson., Bob_ Sweet, John
Bullock and Charley Finn) have volunteered to encode some of the
1987 issues of the Chicago Times for the UNITEd 99/4 DATA EASE
(UNDE). If any of the other members want to help with this
project, call me or see me at the meeting. It will aive you a
chance to read a great newsletter!

We hope DAVE WAKELY does not mind us duplicating his effort.
We have read in the CHICAGO TIMES that DAVE is "getting ready" to
INDEX thier newsletter. We hope to be of assistance to him. DAVE
writes some great articles (see snclosure on C-D0OS).

SFECIAL INSTRUCTIONS for ENCODING NEWSLETTER "SECTIONS®
' in the D 99/4 DATABASE (UNDR)
by JOHN OWEN

Some newsletter - like the Chicago Times and the LA9%er
Topics have regular gections in each issue written by the same
author (i.e., "The Disassembly" by Dave Wakely in the Chicago
Times and "TnT" by Terry Masters and Tom Freeman in the LA 9%er
Topics). These groups are interested in being able to identify
and retrieve each series separately.

In order to "index" each of these sections, please use the
"SECTION" (formerly called UGD) on the UNDB Data form (Screen) to
show the newsletter section. The name of the author of the
article indexed or the name of the section author will appear in
the "AUTHOR" block. Since the "SECTION" block is limited to 10
characters. abbreviations may be necessary. Sometime in the
future we will publish a list of the abbreviations chosen for the
LAY9er % Chi. Times in the UNDE-START disk.

Suggested =xamples ar= "DISASSEM." for the "Disassembly"
section of the Chicago Times. (2) "LIEBRARY" for the "Library"
section of the Chicago Times, and (3), "DODD DESK" for "From the
Desk of Mike Dodd" section of the LAS%er Topics. Where necessary,
we"will edit the previously coded screens of those two
newsletters to make them consistant.

X WE Deins PR Van WORDSTRANZ {He Foes 75 ik
> p

(=)



UNDE NEWS -AFRIL 1988 by John Ower.JUG.TX

THE UNITED 99/4 Data Rase now consists of S disks:

1. UNDE-INFQ; Contains general information 1in
D/V80O format. Also has the Rediskit disk copier
program. '

2. UNDE-START: Contains instructions for UNDE
coding plug the FRRase HELP information plus a number

of screens from UNDE/1 to give a novice a feel for the

coding. Copy the 10 header sectors to an initialized
disk and start your own data entry!

UNDEB/1 -Contains T00+ data screens.

UNBE /D —Conta;ns §41 data screens.

. UNDB/Z -Contains 241 data screens.
F

[ W]

New Starter Kits (UNDB-INFO & UNDB-START) have been
mailed recently to 13 Users Groyps as follows:

1. Erie 99’er User Group; Erie, PA.
(Ross Caruana-Newsletter Editor

2. Bluegrass 99 Computer Society: Lexington KY.
(Ed Powell-Sec’y)

3. Cedar Valley 99°er U.G.; Cedar Rapids, IA.
(Gary Bishop/gigrereen)

4. Cin-Day User Group, Cigcinnati/Dayton, OH
(Jim Susco-Newsletter Editor)

5. Home Computer U.G. of Orange Co., CA.
(Earl Raguse)

4. Lehigh 99’er Computer Group, Allentown, PA
(John Geisinger)

7. Miami Co. Area 99-4A H.C.U.BG.3; Peru, IN.
(Jerry C Clasby-Librarian)

8. Ozark 99er Users Group; Springfield, MO
(Mary Phillips)

9. GB-99’ers (Gueensboro Comm. College); Bayside, NY.

(Andy Becker)
10 The Eort’s User Group(?); Fort Wayne, IN.

(Tom Carson)

11 Tidewater User Groupi Norfolk, VA
(Kenneth M. Woodcock)

12 Suncoast 9Ger 11 U.5.3 Tampa, FL.

« (Roy Moglia)
13 A T1-99/ user from Bevera, Italy.

(Ennio Medici)

We are also going to send a Starter Kit to Australia

(Hunter Valley group) )¥* They put out a good newsletter that

we would like to have included in our data base.

(#)
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There are about 11 other groups that we bknow are
presently encoding their 1587 newsletters. These inglude the
following: -

l. Bavou 99 Users Group: Lake Charles. LA.

(John Singleton)
2. Chicago Users’ Group: Chicago. IL.
(JUG assisting)
¥ I. Front Ranger 9%9er Computer Club: Littleton, CO.-
(Bill Gaskill)
¥ 4. Houston Users Group: Houston, TX.
(Kim Feterson-Newsletter Editor)
¥ S. L.A. ers: Los Angelos Area, CA.
(Rlan Whiteman/Jan Nilliams)
X 6. Jackson Eountygsaers, Blue Springs, MO.
(Doug Gootee)
7. Northcoast 9%ers: Cleveland Area, OH.
(Dick Alden-Librarian)
8. Ryte Data: Haliburton, Ontario
(Bruce Ryan)
9. Southwest 99ers; Tuscon, AZ.

(Ed McCullough)
10 Tigercub §oftware; Columbus, OH.,

(Jim Peterson)

11 West Penn Y%ers; Jeanette, PA.
(Chuck Strink)
Input data disks for their 1987 newsletters have been
received from 7 user groups and have been included in the
first three UNDPE data disks.
¥ 1. Cleveland Areaa; Cleveland, OH.
(Deanna Sheridan)
¥ 2. Johnson S C r Users Group; League City, TX.
(John Owen/Phil Van Nordstrand) ‘
X 3. Paris 99/4A Users Group; Paris, TX.
(Jerry Keisler)
x 4, Pittsburg Users Groups Pittsburg, PA.
(Audrey Bucher)
¥ S. So. Calif. Computer Societ 3} San Diego, CA.
San Diego TI-S1G; San Diego, CA.
(Woody Wilson):
¥ 6. Southern Nevada Users Grou Las Vegas, NV,
TCTndy MTECRaTI7RoberT Biotar—tress’)
X 7. West Jax 99ers Orange Park, FL. ‘
(Rick Felzien)

¥NOTE: The asterisk in front of the name indicates that
organization has been sent all of the five UNDB disks. Their
library should be a 0od source tor @ disks for
individuals wishing to use the data base. JUG does not have
the facility or manpower to distribute disks directly to

the entire T1I community. :

AS you can see, the UNDB roject is growing and we are
receiving requests for Starter Kits every week. If your
User Group wants to be 3 part o @ "world-wide” effort to
index (with narrative) all the "good stuff* that has been
Published in your newsletters in 1987 {and other years),
send $1. now for a Starter Kit. ﬁ5)



We eipect to Publish data disks 4 %
depending on how 500N we recei

19€8,

“ser groups that are oartxc:patxng.

THE "UNDE" I3 GROWING! ' ¢

L4

< 10 May % June,

ve 1nputs from those

WHEN ALL 25 UG's THAT ARE NOW

INCODING THIER 1987 NEWSLETTER SEND US THIER INFUTS., THE

"UNDE" WILL HAVE ABROUT =

BECOME A FART OF THIS

MORE DISKS. NOW IS THE TIME TO
"UNITING 99/4 DATA BASE" EFFORT!!

DON"T LET YOUR USERS GROUF MISS OUT ON THIS "UNIGUE"

OFFORTUNITY TO GET ACCESS TO A DATA BASE THAT WILL
EVENTUALLY HAVE "EVERYTHING YOU WANT TO LOOK UF AND FIND"

MMFUTER, FIND SOMEONE IN YOUR USERS GROUP

/
THAT WANTS TO LEARN ABOUT

DATA BASES AND ASE THEM TO SEND

JUG $1.00 FOR A "UNDB STARTER KIT"! 1! THE ONLY WAY TO LEARN

IS BY DOING.EVERONE THAT HAS A COMFUTER NEEDS TO LEARN HOW

TO USE A DATA EASE. THE
PR-BASE EASY''' THE
STEAL! ' !
ORDER TO

"UNDEB "

BREAK EVEN-ACT NOW'' )

r:hon..

STARTER KIT MAKES LEARNING
"STARTER KIT "( 2 DISKs FOR $1,00 ) IS A
(WE WILL HAVE TO CHARGE $2.00 AT A LATER DATE IN

BLUEGRASS 99 COMPUTER SOCIETY, INC -4e'ss

DMI000 VERSION 4, 0

At the April meeting 8111 Settles will demonstrate
Disk Manager 1000 version 4. 0. DMI000 is one of
the most widely used disk managers for the
T1-99/4A computer. This program has gone through
several versions, each an  improvement with
additional features. The program is fajirware and
will be avatlable at the meeting on disk,

Contributions to the authors should be addressed
to:

BRUCE CARON / RALPH ROMANS
OTTAWA T1-99/4 USERS GROUP
P.0. BOX 2144 STATION D
OTTAWA ONTARIO CANADA K1p Sw3

ASSEMBLY AND SUPERCART

The April meeting will also feature Lee Wilkerson
with 3 demonstration of an ass Yy Targuage
program and the use of an Editor Assembler
Sugrcartridg + Lee has spent 8any hours mapping
the console memory and in amalysis of various
assembly routines., This will be an opportunity to
explore some of the inner workings of the TI, even
1f you do not understand Assembly language.

@)

l U e e—

NOTE

UNITED 894 DATA BASE

The United 99/4 Data Base (D8) 1s an
originated by the Johnson Space Center User Group
to catalog newsletters of T1 Users groups. The
information 1n the newsletters is first entered
using PR-BASE v2.0. Once cataloged, the files =3y
be used to INDEX (selective), GLOBAL (search),
FIND (search), USE (search-), OPTIONS (select), or
CONTROL (printer codes). Information may also be
printed in five different report formats.
groups wishing to join the UNDS can receive a
United 99/4 Data Base Starter xit by sending $1.00
to:

effort

JUG T1-99 USERS GROUP
JOHN OWEN
2321 CORYELL ST,
LEAGUE CITY, TX 77573

The BLUEGRASS 99 COMPUTER SOCIETY has received the
starter kit, and if you are interested in helping
with the indexing of the SYTEMONGER, please
contact Wes Richardson.

h—



== our library of programs. 1| believe that ou have h on just

A RELIRT o0 ew s Prosress
NOTF,' Doyé Gaores VA) .

THE BT EXRERr op
T.C@mzmé? AW DATA
BISEIFN 7O PR Buss

JOIKY O,

James D. Gootee
1800 NW 4th Street Tegrace Court

Blue Springs. Missouri . 64215

March 26, 1988

John Quwen

c/0 JSC Users Group

2321 Coryell'' Street
League City, Texas 77573

Dear John:

In Phil's*letter (January 29) the comment was made that you hoped
that [ hadn’t given up hope of hearing from you. The same
feeling exists for me...I hope you haven’'t given up on us! The
Jackson County 99ers are working on the 86 and 87 volumes of
our newsletter. | have personally encoded January through April
of 87. Our January meeting was only sparsely attended, so
wasn't until last month that | was able to demonstrate the system
to the membership of the group.

I passed out diskettes at the meeting that ailready had the
database definition recorded, and asked each person present to
encode two months worth of newsletters. | plan to condense the
information down into a single diskette for each year. That way
YOou can more easily combine it into the larger database.

has decided that this system will also work well for

Our

method for seeing what is available for the Tl machine. | should
have the 1 iskette complete or you by mid-April. The group
meets tomorrow (Pala Sunday) and | should get all of the
information then for the 87 editions.

One of our members is also the President of the Mid-America 99
Users Group. Arnie Simpson would like to get some information
about your program so that his group can also participate. The
address is:

Mid-America 99 Users Group 3

8726 Marty Lane WE w1l S'[/"’”
‘Overland Park, KS 66212 ARNIE A STARTE.
c/0 Arnie Simpson, President K/r, w

If ‘there is anything else | can help you with, or if you just vant
to cali me, my work number is: (816) 251-4844 and my home number
is (816) 228-9368.

| am excited about the roject ou have undertaken. It is
definitely something that the Tl world needs!

(7) Singerely ygurgs,
(mwznx_oxmim)fia ~ //;u& )
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CR—BASE (LW pE )

AR EF
"TIPS_FOR BEGINNERS"
-BY FRANK N. 11IC
Here we go  together-no.10. Much  controversy

surrounds the eerits of the PRBASE progras written by
¥illias Warren. Part of the dileass stess froe probless
found when trying to load the progras or print out the
data. I have concluded that-sost of these prodless don’t
txist when using an unaltered copy of the original
progras, provided you follow the iastructions. t,
still you sy, | 4 Naving trouble with it. well, it
seens that there are & nusber of altered copies floating
tround that are not correct or cosplete. S0 let’s first
of all begin with the sost recest Ver 2.0. This progras
allows for wse of double sided disks. It showld contain
files nased PROUTL/BAS and PRIUTL/DOC. On the sodified
working copy that I have, ! added a Lall Key progras that
is o loader for the Utility progras.  The load progras
vas found in the Dec 1986 issue of DYTE-LINE.

Now let’s start separating the spples from the
oranges. First, lot's give due crodit to Wr. Warres for
Ms sovel approach te 2 long stending and difficult
probles, that of authoring o roslly good Dats Dase
prograa.  He has indeed deme this and sore. The proyrae
is fenctional, versatile ead festiwittes ia ssseebly
language). It {5 written is o very unique saaner that
Places all the hesder files in jest the first tm
sctors, thus leaving the rest of the sectors opes for
our data storage. Date disks developed in this senser
con_pot be read using the Dist Rasager cartrices, so aark
thee corefully, Them teo, the sorting ability of the
progrea s outsteading, recogeizing beth wper and lower
case characters.

Wy purpese in witting this article 18, te give sose
hiats on how we can all Detter 10ad and use this pregrae.
o, first prist owt and resd the NCSMME and
Wilities) included on the disk, saveral tines and you're
ready to oxperisent vith, perhags the best Deta Base
wograe wittes fer the TI conputer. s inportant sew
propesal has just been saneunced that weuld seee to add
grest isportasce te the valee of the PRORSE o, A

— wrow called the Jobases Soace Coter Mary fram e
1

do
reforeace publication. They weuld catslog Weer Orem
sows letter articles thes providing os with o quick

reference to previowsly wittm orticles. Bith this
listisg, you_could_find inforaetion on just pbowt sy
- subject, just 90 | s it wes lished in o
participating Weer's wou sewlietter, Euu start

with listings for Josuary 1997, Doth sor PO and IEST
4 1

o't ve lucky to have forward hiski
officors in both -sur wser’s clebs? ”e has
slready sent out 2 le disk of instructions a

8 printed exhidit of how they would like the inforsation
propared.  They are asting that everyose that paticipates

(8)

should use the PRDASE as the standard. | sust at this
point give credit to Jerry Petrulak for his help ia
saking 3 working copy of the progras available te the
officers of owr clubs.

Continving, first use the Create portion of the
progras to set wp your desired format, it effers ploaty
of flexibility provided you stay within the parasetors
set forth in the docusentation. Omce you have sade )
the forsat desired, this section is set needed agein
otil you wseat to eake wp & differast forsat for your
next project. A printed copy of yowr arrangesent 1s asde
by using FCTM-6.  Note here that the hard copy will o
shown twice. The first print owt will have nusbered Rows
tnd Coluses. The second will Nave the sase nesbered
designations and alse 2 (+) in all the nom-used aress.
This clover layost will help you should you waat te
sodify this saee forsat, or for a veriatiom of it ia yowr
soat loysst. It sheuld alse be noted thit sy feancy
border that you designed will oppear with - Asterilts ia
Place of the fancy berder you created. The dets sectian
dllows you to fasert all yow ispertast recerds,ia ares
callod fiolds(32 oax). Wile in this sede you e odit -
to your hearts content, usisg up to 2 saxisss of 293
choractors, S0 that this article is et tes leny, I'l}
give sese shert histsr (1) Nase all Deta disks .
PROASE (ispertant); (2) Calling wp the inftia) dets file
is done by inserting the Ne.! after DOK and replocing the
() with 2 (7). Oubsequest $iles are called ® by sigply
depressing the aator key) (3) Using o Swper Extonded
Busic cartridge doesa’t load the Mility prograa sisce
the space bar is used to by-pass the nersal losd festare
® s disk) (1) There is e contineses erese or sove
fonction (KN S or D), Reloese and prese the heys for
tach sove desired. Is this cese,this restrictim, losts
like a good liniting condition; (5) To Joad the Rility.
pertion of the disk, when the sain casputer title screm
first coses en with No.! Desic and Mo.2 Extended Desic,
hold down the space bar Dofery prossing Mo.2 and contises

Nanitl--tllnm&muhn-a-..
Chock the listings presented for the functions they can
we la Iy M e

provide) () N progren loadings
letter B is wsed to bring wp the WELP
SUNMRY. Wen solocting o Cossand Opties, press the
dosired tey tuice. M 1 press selects aad the
second press executes the consand. Bive the pragran ¢
try, it is very geed. If there is sy isterest
exprossed, | could bave & class - wsieg the PROME
progras. Lat o kaew. :

ell, 1 guess I’ve covared sbeut o5 auch o8 | shemid
ot one tise. Oo once aqein let @0 give congratuloations
te Billiss Narres for his $ine work thet sheuld re i
stateore os it i used sere and better mderstesd, IWti)
suxt tioe say the goed 4's be with you.

2
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NOTES FROM WOODY'S DESK —_
Frony Sumw Oseco S =T)-5/C ~ MUK 96
I had a wonderfu] time at the Las Vegas
XPO. I brought back 30 many programs
that I stil{ have not had t{e time to
learn them all. Ray Kazmer presented me
really impresses ne...

gégg a disk that
sectors of pro rams compressed and
Tg E cafg.oqs 3; 1%}%
¢ new Archlver Vn. 7.
I have "to make myself 3

archlived so
note to send in the>talrware payment. ..

8¢ctor3 used?
is excelTlent.
it is worth it!

=============3========:8=====

- The new disks are named "UNDB-INFO"
"!HDB_&IAQI;. Due to the tig publica-

-

In November 1987 ‘we published a conver-
-8 P tin TI-Ar

Instances to a DV/80 format so that the

could be used in TI-WRITER. One fault f

£ind with

the program is that it does
not signal

you wnen it is finished. [
like to be doing something besides look-
ing at a unchanging screen for mang min-
utes. So here is my solution: Change
the last 1line of the program (the line
with "END") as follows:

650 FOR X=1 T0 10 :: FOR L=0
TO 30 STEP 2 :: CALL SOUND(
=50 700'L'2100'L"2°gﬁ3) 5

EX? L ¢ NEXT'X
Now when the groqram finishes, it will
ring a bell 10 times, You can change the
X=1 to 10 ¢to any value that you want.
Just be sure the volume on your TV or

monitor is turned Up S0 you can hear it.

Those of You with the Super X Basic
could slmg lfg this by usln? the chime
-feature of the module. This method,

however, will work for anyone.

JOHN MOYTA CALLED
ture of PRB
slight problem

MY attention to a fea-
that can cause Yyou a
£ it Is overlooked.

Reans of the spacebar. Do not Just use
the FCTN S or F D keys to move from
one = position to the pext. If the

P
t in your header, th eport
will not print properly. Z/xbr}r?o

Tx2=xxx=Fuzxz
S —=7/-5/

S-Mik @

S ISSUE OF THE NEWSLETTER was

bein written, two disks with material

"The United 99/4 Data Base" came

from John wen o Space
Center Users Group. Ve, o

an e are paztlcigatlnq in the

roject of Iindexing "all of our news-

etters and including them in the Data

e

Base.

When preparing your report formats b
BARp to ste 'Et-OJE
to another. e care
Symbols must be typed over or erased by

(3)

and

tion schedule o
newsletter,
full report o

f this issye of
we will be
n th

our own
tnable to give a
¢ contents of these two

disks. " I have had time to scan the
disks and find that they contain a lot
of useful Information that will be of
value {n preparing future Indices for
submission to the JUG.TX group. In
addition, some of the information will

be most helpful to anyone using PR-BASE.

There are now three single-side
more than EUUU sczeens!.
These sks w e placed In ouz P
library when received. I would like to
see each member with copies of ALL of
the issued disks. Further, JUG is ask-
assistance in inéex!n various
ublicatlons 3uc as M endlum,
Smart Proqrammer TIPS, Short Proqrams
Data, etc. olunteers ftor S projec
v e mosSt welcome. Get the disks

rom e gzoug zarf and go to it!
(Let your User tou? offlcers know about
your participation.

Let me

remarks of my own at
this po

to participate in
this sroject You must have a disk drive.
Second, while {ou can initialize a disk
for PR-BASE using a reYular disk manager
YOu can NOT read the disk with such a
manager. You ngsg'use the progran named

"PR-BASE VER. W
d "PR-

Tut in a few
nt. Flrst,

104 SR Y-
€ program "REDISK Wi wor
ASE disks.

and ‘nakes ine copies of PR-B
L)

In fact, ou ~ copy ,
{ou do not have to voz:{ about initial-
zing the copy disk since "REDISKIT"
does that for you. Third, alvays keep a
write protect tab on your master disk.
It is so terribly easy to wipe out any

disk and PR-BASE is no exception!
Roland Anderson and I found out the hard

way tha keep a back-up co
t you are bﬁfrenEEy

t it s to
of the DaTA af§¥ tha

using. 1 wiped out a master disk!
There is one thingeabout this groject
that I feel should emphasized.

fairware contribution to

Vi*EI m Warren. gou can obtaln PREAIE
VersTon 2.0 (which is the issue that is
to be used, NOT 2.01) from our library
or your friends, but that does not re-
lleve you of the responsibility of pay-
ing for it. I fear that too often some
geoEle think that the act of obtaining a
is

from a group llbratg obviates the
necessity of relmbursing the

authors of
the fairware programs on the disk. If
you USE it, PAY for |{t.
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@ THt DISASSEMBLY

Dave Uakely
Endings Beginnings; D0Sing; Other Things:

L ]
To us, December marks more than just the end of the calsndar year. For
Chicago TI-99/4aA users it also means that the Faire is over and the
elections have been held. 1887 will be tha year of K as

President of our group, and we will s8ll continus to somehow survive
orphanhood for another year. The meetings will go on, the library will
expand, and your computsr will continue to do the things you ask it to do,
and parhaps sven some things you didn’'t expect it was capable of doing.

NEXT: Although it is usually in this column that it is pPossible to learn
what will transpira at the naxt mesting, I currently have no direct sccass
to this information. Ons of @y more recent responsibilities with the
@roup which 1 managed to shed was s place on the the committee which
schedules the svents at the mestings. Someone else can taks the heat for
awhile. Hopefully that information is contained somewhers in these pages.

B%ﬁ_b_osrm: Every ysar it seems that I find at least one program at the
Faire which impresses me as making some sort of significant contribut {on

to the world of TI computing. It is hardly my Judgement which renders the
program significant, but mors often somathing which others have alsa found
important. This yesr !-want to the Fsire looking for "4A DOS”, o program

from Ryte Data which was reviewed in {LUCROpendium in June of this year.

" What had intriguiged me about this program was its promiss of dirsct
control at the system level of some important functions. Those of you who
have used an IBM or compatible are probably fasmiliar with the concept of
&n opecating sgstem. What this means is that when the computer is booted
Up under DOS it goes to a system prompt and then weaits for sose action
from the operator. It is from hers that many ussful functions such as
initializing a disk or copying Files can be done. The Basic language can
be loaded and applications run {n Basic, or programs written in fiseanbly

or other langueges can be run directly if they were writtem in a fora
which DOS recognizes. .

I users, of course, have traditionslly had anly the Start-up msmw to
choose from. 1If no cartridges have besn inatalled, then the only choice
may be 1! Basic (this used to be universally true, but the sdvent of
various cards, GRAN, GRAM KRACKER, RAM disk, etc. has changesd thet).
Where a prompt did occur was in Tl Basic or Extended Basic, whers thers
are certain functions which could be done or Basic prograas rcrun which

could do them: But there wers marny other functions which simply could not
be done in Basic. . . A

When TI Assembly language came slong, there were mors system-1like
functions which could be performed, such as initializing a disk, ete.,

(10)
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without the need for a cartridge. Up to now, the Funluciter snviroment
has probably been the most used program for these system-level operations.

My first surprisa on arriving at the Ryte Data table at the Faire was that
there was no "4/A DOS”. What they had was ”Eﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ%#!ﬁfh I guess they
either feared copywrits infringement threats from s or figured that this
name made a better pun (COMMANDOs, get it?). The original list price uwas

$2.95, although you may be able to find it for less. For what it does,
it's a bargain.

COMMAND DOS requires a Super Cart or other device which has RAM at >86000.
This allows it to oparifggﬁTfﬁ5ﬁt disturbing the usual environment of the
computer, and for C DQS to be reentrant under many conditions (meaning you
can gest back to it without having to reload it). Thers is a loader
provided to get it into memory, and if the device is battery-backed, it
will also stay thers betwsen ssssions on the computar. Oncas loaded, tha
name "COMMAND DOS” shows up on the Start-up menu.

It seems clear that COMMAND DOS was designed to appear similer to the
NS-DO0S of the IBM world. The user is presentsd with a prompt and a cursor
UﬁTEETEEFITE!‘!ﬁEE?TﬁEga variety of commands. Roughly speaking, these can
be divided into "intsrnal” and "extsrnal” commands. .

Internal ¢ a are those which ares resident to C DOS and which exscute
immadiufufu. sﬂﬁi of them are: DIR (gives a directory of disks; TYPE
(will print s DIS/VAR or DIS/FIXED file of any record length to the
screen); PRINT C(will print such Files to the printer); COPY; DELETE; CLS
(Basic's CALL CLEAR), etc. Some were pleasant surprises. For sxample,
REF, which lists all entries in the REF/DEF table; and SETPRINT, which
allows changing the name to bes used by thes print command. This is
especially handy if you have a serial printer, since the defsult is PIO.

External cgngiggs will sxecute after the appropriste code is loaded in
from sk. " of these ars: CHKDSK (will check the sactors on 8 disk
for errors); DISKCOPY (sector back up of a disk); FORMAT (several formats

8re avasilable depending on hardware); and EDITY0, which loeds in the T1

Wcitar editgr. Even better, when you leave TT Writer you are returned o
C DOS. .

The division into intsrnal and ixtornal commands is also sxactly what goes
on in NMS-DOS. There are many more functions 1 haven't mentioned, and
these alone would maks C DOS worthwhile, but C DOS also doss batch files.

For tha uninitiated, a ch file is a "list” of commands, usually built
with a text editor, which sxscuts one arter ) » sutomatically.
Some MS-DOS users have dozens of batch files which perfora a varisty of
functions. Now T1 users can have thea too. :

The "syntax” of batch files and the reslated comsands are covered in about
two pages in the manual (more on THAT later), and thers are some
significant differences from 1BM batch files. For example, C DOS has no
labels and no gotos, but does have an ONKEY, which permits s single key
input into a batch file, permitting branching. Also, mors than one
command <an appear on a line, and batch files can call other batch filaes,
and can sven reload themsslves! About five minutes after reading what was
available and looking at the sample batch file included, I was able to
come up with the following as an exesrcise: ’

(1)
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CLS

ECHO OFF

SETPRINT RS232/1.BA=2400.DA=8
CLS

VER

REM . >

REM T1 Systam Menu

REN

REM 1) Current Printer Info
REM 2) DIR DSX1.

REM 3> DIR Dsk2,

REM &) Help Info

REM S) Return to DOS

REM

ONKEY 1,2,3,4,5

REM

P? WAIT BATCH TEST-BAT

DIR DSK1. WAIT BATCH TEST-BAT
DIR DSK2. WAIT BATCM TEST-BAT

MORE ON HELP WAIT BATCH TEST-BAT
ECHO ON

And that cods produces the following screen (and exscutes the following
functions): .

Command DOS Version 1.0
(C) 1987 Month Schaidt

Tl Systea Menu

1) Current Printer Info
2) DIR psSKi.

3) DIR DsKe2.

%) Melp info

S) Return to DOS

To complets the comparison with MS-DOS, this file, if named "AUTD-BAT"
will executes on choosing COMAND DOS from the aain senu, =such as an
AUTOEXEC.BAT file does from an 1"S-D0S boot . .

There are other limitations and problems with COMMAND DOS, not the least
of which is the sanuel. Ryts Data comes Up with soas interesting
programs, but can’t Spparently producs a decent sanual for any of them.
For exampls, the first page of ay COMMAND DOS manual is missing the first
two letters at the beginning of sach line becauss of sloppy folding of the

12). The text locks as though it were produced on o
flr-lcss-than-lottar-qualu:u dot matrix printer, and the smount of
information jis sparss. On the positive side, I have found no errors in
what inforsation is thers, and I have only had to use the manual as a
reference for seldom used functions on a few occasions.

All in all, the itives Far outweigh tives, at lsast for me. A
good countsrargumen na is is jus what some computers,
such as the icon-based Hacintosh, ars trying to get sway from. Stil}l, if
You are an IBM user, using DOS should be second naturs, and the appsarancs
of a highly similar way of interscting with s computsr makes the “learning
Curve” for this program fairly short. (,z)
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In the current issue of PC magazine, one of their columnists
applied to computer programs,
when you first boot wp
%ggpggn_nns.x:

ops we ses

this will do

term "neatness”,

program and sayg, "Hey,

neat, not to mention usaful.
Version

an even bettsr
nicely.
Subroulnes:

when
initial responsa of users to seeing it.
that's neat!"” Under this definition,
As with thair BASIC compiler,
In the meantime,

As

2 Real Soon Now.

I'm all out of Other Things and material for this month,

daf ines

the

as arising from the

but

note that the Spadventurss have once again gotten off the ground someuwhare

else in this issue...
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STAR PRINT~HEAD REPAIR:~

One of the attractive features
of the Star Micronics Geaini sertiss
srinters <and also saas ef the later
sodels> is the “user replacessdle’
print-head. As it turns out, there
are & couple of drawbacks to this.
One is the price of the print-head,
tre last one of which ! bought was,
in 1963, 3. The ether is pretty
serious, and that is the unavaile~
bility of replacssent heads. When
ay 13X head went out, ! requestad a
replacesent from three local suppli~
ors, and onw on the sainland, and 13
asnths later, [ have yet te see one.
Deing in the position of needing to
use ey printer, and at the sase tiae
having to wait fer the erdered part,
<which at the tise I +{figured weuld
be at worst a week), | decided <t
attenpt & tesporary pateh=up. That
teaporary fiz has lasted till now &
shows every indication of DbDeing as
good as naw.
ay 10X just develaped the sase praob~
lea, ! have gone ahead, and repalred
in the sane way, and ! ¢lgured that
the solution would be of use te eth~
or ussrs of Star Micrenics Printers.

The prodles that has eccured in
ay print-hesds, is that the guide,
for the ispect-estrix pine <that
sake the ‘on-8its®)> comes . loose.
T™is quide i3 ssell <ixndud en> plece
of red glass or corundus <ruby> that
is inset flush with the frant of the
srint-head dody. The sysptoes when
this hagpens are that the characters
printed lose their sharpness, and/er
the head tends to érag the riddon on
the paper,. saking & gray saudge on
the paper wherever the head travels,
no=aattor how you sat the head for
paper thickness.

However the pin-guide is held {n
place at sanufacture, it can be re—
fastened in place By gluing tt. It
takes a bit of cars ta da this, bhe~
cause no qlue aust be allowed te get
into the pin slat. [ have ¢ound the
edsiest way to deal with the head is
ta complately remave (it froa the

EARAPLPAP LY LVIVINIDINIY (VINIFIY IV ¥}

And aince the haad en

printar. Get coatortadle at a work
table, and with tweezers, & needle
<ar pin> and some paper towel, lift
the pin=guide out of the head. Now
uipe the guide claan of ink h dust.
It aay be necessary to clesr the
pin slat with the corner of a plece
of paper, Then, with the nsedle,
carsfully clean out the recess in
We head <whers the gquide goes> o
qet out all the inky ribbon-lint,
taking. care te get the corners all
clear and taking special care MNOT
TO DEND ANY OF THE PINS.

Now, GENTLY place the pin-—guide
aver the recess, precisely lining
up the pin=slot with the row of ia~
pact pins. With & finqer—tip press
lightly downward, and wiggle the
quide until the pins slip tnte the .
slet. <The quide will sort of rock .
on the pins until they line up and .
then it will “fall® into place in .
its recess.> The guide is seated .
properly when ita érant is flush .
with the rest of the head and all
of the pine are just flush with {¢.
<The pine sust net Dde recessed or

protrude. >

Now dip the needle in some glue
and apply it to the crack arocund
the sutside edge of the guide. <3
uead & plastic glus, 1like the king
used for eodels, dut epoxy should
alsg work, <Crazy glue is toe fluid .
and eay get en the pins.> Be sure .
the glue is fluid encugh to go inte
the crack between the guide and the
head, Wt ¢80 not allow (¢ ta get in
the slet area. Lot the gqlue éry, &
re—apply until the crack is #$illed
completely after rying. It is OK
{4 the glue duilds w a riage, as
long as it dossa’t get on e pins.

AfRar thoroughly drying, use a
SHARP knife with a gentie sawing
sction to slice the excsss glus ofé
of the face of the print-head. Be
sure that the éront surface is flat
and flush with the ispact-pins.
Then reinstall the print-head in
head carriage, and the printer is
ready to @O0 dack on line.

LRI SIS Wy Wy W R VP D W O VX U U U U S S -aPapay

PIVIVIFIPINININIEIPID PLE PV YY)

(13)

—— — - - - - - e D D WP W U T S D . - W G S - - - - - - - -

Pv-. - AR @,
‘ ...PeRHAPS ASiMBLER ModeL siR...




Feon

, ,
Chicago Times _ DEC 87 ‘ PAGE. 14

[iktaty shelf

= DBOb DeneLer —

Jingle Bells, Batman saells, Robin laid an ®3q9. Hey there, how was your Christmas,
Holiday or whatever? Mine was GREAT''' | got ayself everything ! wanted. VYes, everything
is great. Snow in the air, aistletoe » and holly. Ah yes, Holly, sweet Holly. I was 23
when 1 first set Holly. But wait, I’a getting carried away here. Put se down''!

Let’s get serious. But only for a moment. First off, let me publicly congratulate Hank
Ellermann, (Dandy?) Don Jones, Len Rovner and Marcy Brun on their landslide victories.
Their respective positions are President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. 1
know they will all do a great job. They all have such concern and love for our group.

Again on a serious note, let se sake a correction. Last sonth 1 made sose statesents
about changes in lidbrary orders. On a very realistic basis, it will be very tight trying
to get volunteers to fill orders within 2 weeks. Besides our full tise jobs, all 4 of us
either have another part tise job or go to school. Large sail order houses that esploy
full tiae people state 4-6 or 4-8 weeks for delivery. It is not fair to expect anything
more from a volunteer. Pleasa allow us an average of & weeks to fill your orders. It is
only fair to our volunteers that work so hard and would like to enjoy their fasilies from
time tr tise. I know ay wife wears black consiantly. I’e on the computer an average  of
48 hours a week. As long as she can be a widow without any real burials, it’s alright by
me. I love this sachine and 1 love collecting prograss.

Another apology is needed. At the Dec. sseting I reported that as of MNov. 21 1 had
Sailed out the last of the library back orders. On Dec. 12 I found this was not true.
1 found about 7 orders froa late Oct. that had not been processed. 1 want to publicly
apologize to Bill Hares, Mr. Wetherill, John Thomson, Walter Ward, George Lett, and Jefé
Rudolph. Sosehow your orders were over)ooked. Actually they were put in a bdag by ay
wife cause I left thes on the dining rooa table too-long. Now that ! have ay new filing
cabinet, 1 file everything right asay. So, that shouldn’t happers any sore. Please
accapt ay apology. Your orders are beings processed straight away. :

Hey, hu anyone siirdisk' 1017 1 have. And for $4.00 you can tooc. e have a real nice
collection of prograss “on 1C. ~One of the nicest ongs is the ALIGN progras. Using this

progras and an aligneent disk you can check the head g}tﬁt ag YouE driyss. You can
also use the progras to check the speed of your drives or un thea while using a
disk cleaner. Also included on the disk is tha 71 vs series. TI vs Maori, Apple and
Comsodore. Watch the TI Iogo take on all comsrs in SORRY ATARI, APPLE JAM and CRIPIY
"COMMIE. TI proves once again it’s #1. I found an il prograa that was eodified by
Mike Maksisik. It’s on there. You’ll also find another onice WMEEL_OF FORNNE gaae.
It’s very nicely done. It has it’s own PUZILE file which you can sodify. 2 other
prograss included are w (S06} and XROPTY by Barcy Ropne. XBOPTS can  be

sodified td load any of W (prograa isage) files from Extended Besic.
Like ] said, the disk is full really nice prograss.

ARfter the Dec. meeting, a ton of raving wosen led by Joe Podszywokom starsed the lidbrary
table looking for our GENUTILS. Please let se explain that this is the Geneve Util
program. I will call it by a naw nase, GEN/UTIL. It is in the 9640 Support library and
not part of a private library. That should sake your wife feel better, Bill.

0K, that squared away, how about a disk 1027 14 you want it [ car do it. ! have a few

(14)
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nice games here. Most ofthem are from the Mid-South 99er User Group. How’g your eath?
23 MATCHES will challenge you real good. You have 23 matches standing. Play against the
computer and try subtracting matches. Whoever gets left with | satch looses. Here’s a
game called BALLOON. Try to puncture the talling balloons before they fall thru the
hole. The higher your score the saaller the balloons get. I liked thisg one. Have you
ever wanted to pilot 3 blimp? Well, here’s your chance. BLIMP let’s you {1y around somse
skyscrapers trying to rescue Peocple. Watch out for flying witches? Ang the buildings.
It’s really difficult to land in just the right spot. A real challenge. vVery nicely
done. BLIMP is on disk 102. Here’s another WHEEL OF FORTUNE 9ase. This one will let
you ruﬁ?o-ndo Puzzles or have soeseone not Playing sake them up. Puzzles can be made
for any of 9 catagories. TRIVIA anyone? This one is really pretty neat. It has all
sorts of odd questions that challenge the mind. Danny Cox, you did a great job on this
one. As stated earlier, most of these prograas came froa the Mid-South 99ers. Here are
2 more nice programs. MSUG-LABEL and MSUG-LIBRN. The label pgm. prints out a label
that says PROPERTY OF in Esphasized mode. It then prints out your nase, address, city,
state, 2ip and phone number. It also asks for a 10 character disk name. You can alter
the name and address info at line 42 1 believe. MSUG-LIBRN will catalog up to 750
filenames. It then sorts thes out and prints thee 3 across the page. Inforsation
includes Filenase, Diskname, File length and File type. No, I’s not done yet. There’s |
fore prograsm on the disk. WOODSTOCK is a Christaas present from Ray Kazser. I did not
have a copy if it before the Dec. seeting. This is by far one of the sost ingenious
pieces of work 1 have even seen. WOODSTOCK is to graphics what BERT ERNIE is to speech.
Poor ole Woodstock s up to his eyes in trouble again. Snoopy and Charlie Brown has gane
off to 6randma’s house for Ohwistaas. But good ole Snoopy resesbered to leave Woodstock
a Christmas present. What happens to Woodstock while trying to retrieve his gift should

never happen to anyone. You sisply aust see this prograa to believe it. It is truely
worth the price of the disk.

Some of the prograss on disks 101 and 102 are fairware and sose are not. I'a sure you
will make a donation to these authors to keep thea enthusiastic about writing prograas-
for our machine. Here is a short list of authors that have prograss on disks 101 andg

I have in gy possession, a flippy from Ray Kazmer. It contains saveral really nice
Prograss. 1 haven’t had a chance to 90 through all of thes. Next sonth 1’1l be sure to
review thes for you. They should sake 2 great additions to our growing library. 1 dgo
remesber his TEX-RANGER and FORESTFIRE prograes. FORESTFIRE is a soditied version of a

progras written by John Behnke. Ray also sent us his updated version of CANNDNBALL
CHESS. More next aonth.

1 got around to reading the docs to PICASSO this sonth. 1I've played with it very little.

But, froa what 1| see, it’s a very @ prograa. Metter of fact, it’s great. You
can change brush sizes, texture, dram circles, boxes, linas and rays. You can even add
text to you creations. Also, PICASSO will let you it nictures. Use the

entire picture or overlay it on your creation. It has windows YOU €an move around and a
2008 aode. . You can leave the drawing ande to catalog a drive or dusp your picture to a

printer. 1 will play with ma little more and report back next aonth. Til) then
you can still get it from the Fairware library for $2.00.

Paul Charlton has been Playing (working) with his 9640. He's given the Geneve world a
6IF prograa. We can now use 9raphic pictures created by the Amiga and Atari. All of
these beautiful pictures Can be run on the 9640. You can even load thea into My-Art.
Sose of the pictures are 312 pixels by 236 pixels and 256 colors. Some look lifelike. 1
& placing 3 new disks into the 9640 Support library. 6IF2 will include version 2 of
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Paul Charlton’s GIF Prograa. It i1s fairware. Also Included on the dijsk will be

complete set of docs and 3 pictures. The second disk GIF/PIX] will contain GIF pictur
a8 will GIF/PIX2. Here is the picture list.

a
es

GIF/PIX! will have TIGER, ODIE, MARRY, BUGS BUNNY, and AMIGA FUN. GIF/PIX2 will have
B6ORILLA, PRETTY, MaIDA, and PIPE. All these pictures are great. Tiger, Gorilla and
Pretty are among the best. Tiger is 25% sectors. Pretty is 157 sectors and Gorilla is
105. The detailing is really somaething.

Well I’ gonna scoot on outa here. I'1l1 let you get back to your holiday time
festivities. It’s the new year now. Lets start things off right. HuG your TI tonight, ~
HAPPY NEW YEAR everybody!i!!'! Gee you at the meeting. That’s if I make 1t back from
Calif. alright. Catch ya later. Bye bye.

P.S. Don’t forget the Fairware and 9640 Support library listing is now on disk. All the
Current software as of Dec. Sth. is listed. Just ask your friendly librarian for the
fairware list. Stil} only $1.00,

FL @A

Decembar 1987-This month I am going to review two softwares packages which
will aid your efforts in creating good Basic and Extended Basic prograss.
One of these is Fairwere (TI-KEYS) and the other is a Commercial offaring
(EZ-XEYS). Both of these programs work in MEeMory space not normally used
by the computer so that you can creats programs with both of thess
systems sitting thers to assist you.

~> T1-KEYS first; This is svailable from our Fairwars Library or you can
ordsr it from Wes Johnston, 404 Furman Lane, Ladson, . Ues is a
high schaol student who is asking for only $10.00 if You liks the program
and intend to use it. TI-KEYS allows the user to define 36 keys (A-2 and
0-8) along with the control key they will display up to 31 characters of
text or cods. A ®enu, activated by Pressing control = will give you S
options; C1)EDIT Keys; (2)SAVE Keys; (3)LOAD Keys; CHTURN OFF KEYS, and;
(SIRETURN TO BaSIC. Entering the EDIT option you will be asked which key
You wish to changes. Upon pressing one of the keys (without the control
kay) you will ses its present valus and be allowed to modify its meaning.
Aftsr you have sodified the keys to fit Wour needs, a control = will
return you to the menu and you can save this particular sat of key
strokes to disk. AS  you can see this will 8llow you set up diffecent
Sets of macro’s (that's what they are after all) and call them up as
needsd. Perhaps one sst can be your Basic or Extended Basic comsands and

another can be a sat of redefined charscters for 2 N8w alphabet set or
sSome aprite definitions.

The disk comes with 8 nice (all bs it short) set of documentation and tha
COMPLETE source cods. This code is 13 pages long when printed out and
contains liberal comment statements (somathing thet I heartily recommend
for all programs that will be read by someocne other than the authar) so
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The other program I am going to tell you about is EZ-KEYS by Harry
Wilhelm (ASGARD Software, P.0. Box 10306, Rockville, HD c0850) with a
Suggested list price of (I belisve) $19.35, Like TI-KEYS, E2-KEYS will
"program” Your keys with a set of “macros” to make your programming life
sasier. Unlike the former program EZ2-XKEYS will lst You program up to SsS
keys (all of . the Control ksy prssses plus the Function ksy presses of
O/YQHJKL;BNH, and .. These macros say be stored, just as in TI-KEYS and
called up as they are needed with two differsnces. The first is that the
macros may be up. to 668 Charscters in length and contain all the "normsl”
function key presses, plus the errow keys and the ENTER key. The second
is that these macros can contain embeddad macros, which call upon other
macros. Thess macros are constructed with a Macro Editor which is called
UP by pressing Function S. At this paint the screen will clear and any
Macros already defined will be shown. In order to edit (or creats) a
macro just press the Sppropriate control or function key press and the
Screen will clear. The RACro you are defining will Sppear in the upper
left corner with the definition Sppearing if a macro already exists. vYou
then type in the macro just as you would like to use it in your program.
AS an example of Just what you can do with a macro the program contains a
Macro that loads s disk dirsctory program (complets with line numbers),
runs the program to Catalog the disk of your choice, and then goes back
and erases the progam it just wrote and ran. This macro is a good
example of just what can be done using E2-KEYS for Jour programming
offorts. AsS a point of information it is posible to cresate those macros
using Tl-Writer or Funnelweb although the Macro Editor is easier. After
manufacturing your Macros on your word processor You will have to run the
“POKER” program on the E2-KEYS disk in order to convert these to proper
sacro format. Obviously, it is Possible to creats a series of customized
Racros for your different programming needs and uss these as required.
The documentation is quite explicit as to how your customized progranss
@re cresated and the user should have noc problems following them.

EZ2-KEYS has several utilities which alons make it worth your serious
consideration. The one 1 like the most is CAalLL LINKC"AUTD®,x) whecrs x is
8 number bhetwesn 0 and 18. The AUTO utility will, every x minutes ¢
value of x-0 turns this function off) saves off your prograa to
(-lt-rnltclu) DSK1 .BACKUP1 and DSK1.BACKUP2. This could save your 1life
(sanity?, tesper?) in case of a sudden lock-up of your console or a loss
of power to the unit, Right, you'rs sitting thers telling me "Heck Paul,

do, just like ] do sll of my programming in wmachins language because
assembly is too 8asy to bother with. The other utilities can do such
things as turning E2-XEYS offr and on, s CALL LINKC*COLORS " a,b,c,d,e,r)
which sets all of your foreground and background colors for prograaating,
Racro Editor, and the specisl colors used in ®ecro definitions, and CALL
LINKC"HILITE®) which reverses the colors of ths numbers and the
Srithmetic operators. This can be useful in debugging ‘a new or existing

conclusion E2-KEYS ig g powerful programming tool worth your investaent
if you do a lot of programming (or want to) or Just if you ars worried

about a power failure losing a lot of Jour keystrokes into that great
disk in the sky.

r
Hany of you out there subscibe to the gﬁg&gg=;ggg;;an the diskazine
Published by Barry Traver. This excellent * lication® comes packed
with both sides of a flippie full of neat prograss and other information

files. This is where the ARCHIVER program first sads its Sppsarance and
other great programs as well. Fany of you have besn waiting for the

(®50e AL pass ¢ ) ()
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appearance of Uolume 2 Issue 1 of the GENIAL TRAUVEleR and may have also
noticed that Barry Traver and his son John Calvin were not in appsarance
at the Chicago Fairs. The reason for both of thase is that Barry has had
a datached reg;nu and had to go in for laser surgery. The following is
part of a message that Barry Traver left for me on Compuserve last night; -

I'm also sorry that I missed Chicago (I heard it was a great fair - as

ususl!), but I hope that 1’1l be back to mors normal activity again in
time for the next one.

Could you do 8 favor for me? Could you ses to it that an announcement is
put in the Chicago TImes to this effect?:

Oue to Barry Traver’'s having had emergency sys surgery for a detached
retina at the end of October, publication of Uolume 2, Numbar 1 of the
Genial TRAVelER has been delayed, as well as the associated John Calvin
Traver project. Reports are that the surgery was essentially succassful,
although his resading and computing activity by doctor's orders have besn
limited while healing takes place. UWhen esyesight permits, both GI and
JCT will resume normal publication, although a rafund may be had instead
by any subscriber who would prefer not to wait. Current price for the
JCT project, incidentally, is $24.00 for the six flippy disks, rather
than $18.00 as reported in a prsvious issue. Barry sends thanks to those
who have remembersd him with cards, phons calls, and prayers.

Those of you who have bean getting the GENIAL TRAVEleR know what a great
Buy it is and speaking for me ! intend to weit for the nsxt issus to come
out. Places whers you can get great programs are not easy to coms by and
should bs cherished. Barry’s magazine is a great Dbargain you can’'t
afford to miss. ‘

Now, I mentioned that I had somsthing to say sbout prograsming so here it
goes; Ve nesd some good Basic and Extended Basic programs to shars
amongst the Tl family that exists in these pages. I issue an invitstion
(challenge?) to send me programs that you have written. IFf they're short
snough 1’11 taks hardcopy but | would prefer sither casssttes tapes or
floppy disks. All good ones will be printed and discussed within these
pages, and | will assemble s disk (and cassette) that I will put into the
Users Group Library. 1 can’t promiss any big prizes Ffor good programs
but betwesen the regular 1librery and the >300 disks I have in my own
callection I'm sure that the Group can pay you back for your sesforts in
supplying us with good programs. They can be of any type games, utility,
or whatsver just as long as they ars written ENTIRELY in Basic or
Extended Basic. Now gst out thers, gst ona of the prograss ! just
reviewed to help you, and start sending me those prograss at; P. Farber
snd Associates, 7619 Virginia Court, Willowbrook IL 60514 USA. Till
then, see you next sonth.

\ '/ 4
elégi §' .
24 ) FAIRE TAPES ARRE RERE!

NS

¥¥ |The 6th fAnnual TI Faire Video Tapes are

/

% <" |now avatlable For $30 for 2 Tape set.

Sm1:ch.dlﬁw'ﬂ!lusctot)ucnoaLhnr.I&N:ual!)Ban57831131:10350657
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o THE DISASSEMBLY

Dave ULakely

The new year; An cunce of prevention; The last mesting; Contest time; The
crystal ball; Other Things:

It is when the holidays are over and the driveway has turned to ice and
going outside for anything elicits a phobic reaction that homa computing
gets its greatest boost. This is the time of year when people spend the
most amount of time at their 99/4As. Some will be lsarning a new software
Package, perhaps somsthing they purchased at the Faire or received for
Christmas. Others will be teaching their children how to use an
educational program. Still others will be programming something for their
Own uss or to share with othars via their group library. Some may svan ba
polishing up an entry for the group programming contest. And some will be
wielding a soldering iron to attempt the latest hardware modification.

This is also a good time of year to take stock of your system and attend
to its needs. This certsinly includes maintenance. Older T! consoles
(and aren’t they all old by now?) are prone to CRCoNIc problems such as
lock ups when cartridges are inserted. Besides giving the GROM port
connector a thorough cleaning (both upper and lower connections), when the
console is apart it is a gcod time to examine the insides for chips that
may have partially walked themselves out of their sockats, and to examine
solder joints. 1 have heard repeatsd cases of people who regularly clean

the connectors, but still experience cartridge based lock ups. Many of
these machines are suffering from cracked solder Joints whers the
cartridge port interfaces with the main board. Someons could have a

fairly lucrative side business fixing minor problems such as this for a
reasonable fes. I know of no one in this ares who is doing so, although 1!
have heard of other Tl User Groups where this is done by somesone in the
group. .

The side port connector is also a sourcs of problems for some, as are
various cables to peripherals. For example, a few years ago [ prevailed
on a friend who is handy with a soldering iron to build me a cable for the
side port connector so 1 could move the fFirehose plug out of the way .
After ssveral years of bending and Jostling, apparently one of the pins
came loose.and was making intermittant contact. The result was occasional
lock up which I couldn’t trace. I once even took a continuity meter to
the cable and it checked out okay. Only after checking everything else
and then finally rechecking that cable did the problem turn wup. One
psychological result of this, howsver, is that I began to dred turning on
the TI, fearing a frustrating session of lock-ups. It would not have been
terribly difficult to decide to hang up the TI for good.

The clesning advice that Al Stump gavs one Faire back is well taken. A
malfunctioning console is also a temptation not to use the machine at all,
and threatens us with the loss of a member. The 98/4A and its peripherals

4/
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are actually quite well constructed compared to other units of the time.
For examplas, Commodore 6% machines are famous for repeated failures,
including a tendency to short out via static electricity from the user. 1
have never heard of this about an intact (consols unopened) 93/4A.
Perhaps the group owes it to itself to see that some typsm of reliable
repair ssrvice is available to members. Being "on our own” certainly
doesn’'t mean we are helpless.

I THOUGHT THAT WAS YOUR JOB!: It turns out thers was & reason why thers
was no announcement about the last mesting in the newsletter. That was
bscause no one knew what the heck we were doing. In a previous column 1
once eaxplainad the process of how the mesting pressntations are arrangsd,
and how that process occasionally goes awry. This was one of thoss times.
It turns out that a planned printecr demo had to be cancelled, and we wers
able to wing it fairly well and demo several things. Tha maesting was
well-chaired by new group President Hank Ellecrmann. Among other things,
it was announced that thers will be five SIGs (Special Intsresst Groups)
operating. They are: Pascal (Mike Maksimic); Beginners (Rich Klein); 39640
(Don Jones); Tl-Artist (Maybe Buzz Krantz); and usiness (Lsn Rovner).
Not all of the etails have been worked out. Watch the newsletter for
specific announcements.

Bob Demeter rather belatedly (becauss there wasn’t time to get it into the
library) showsd off a Christmas program that was a marvel of Extended
BASIC graphics programming. The program is called “4Qodstock” and
concerns that “Peanuts” character'’s attempts to get s Christmas present
from the top of Snoocpy's doghouse over to his nest in the midst of a
enowstorm. Suffice= i g _say that describing it dossn’t do it justice. I
believe I heard that it is on s n rary. ) en followed
this with a demo of the Geneve, specifically some loading options
available with a RAM disk. In the midst of this Bob brought up the
interesting Ffinding that the Geneve has a 128K EPROM which so far
apparently has nothing in it except that Swan logo which comes up when the
machine is turned on. He stated that Myarc seems to have plans to
eventually put the operating system in this EPROM. In the meantime, as
some wise guy in the audience pointed out, Myarc is giving us the bird.

Rich Klein then followed with a demo of using the combination of a GRAM
Kracker with a Morizon RAM disk and some of the unusual things which can
be accomplished with this combo. It should be noted that Rich built his
RD from a kit and reports that it took something like 960 solder joints to
compleste. Talk about steady hands.

After the demos Mank chaired a short Q and A session which quickly got to
some of the problems the group BBS is having. It turns out there was a
problem with the Practical Peripherals 2400 baud modem we recently added
to the BBS. The company tells us that they managed to build it with a
zenier diode in backwards, and this has now been corrected in our unit.
If you have this modem, check with the company. Sounds like they should
have had Rich Klein build it. Others spparently have problems because
they are using a DAX "Smart Duck” modem. Some early versions of this

modem also may have something wrong with them, while later ones work fine.

If you have been on the board recently then you are sware that it is
recommended that you use Srghiver Version 2.3 for up and downloading.
Several peoples commente there are no docs for this program on the
board, and the process was explainad. It turns out that once 2.3 is

downloaded it nesds to be firsﬁ'f;conprossod, and than unpacked using
20
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tion S, or from XB
Version 2.11 of Archiver. The program loads from E/A op . A

with a Program Image loader. It sounds to me likq if you are starﬁxng
from scratch that you will need to download both Versions. I only ope

that Varsion 2.11 isn’'t {tself archived!

SOFTWARE REVIEWS: Paul Farber e Fo ona CHICABO TIME A)
(TR10 ~PRINT wi2ARD) JAN 88

Januery 1988-This month | would 1like to tell you about some products
produced by TRIO+ Softwsre (P.0O. Box 1185, Liscomb lowa 50148
S15-496-5455) . Some of You may already know IRIO+ from their ART
CONVERT and DISK ENUELOPER I programs which convert Tl “Artist Inatances
Cor Pictures that you hove converted into Instances) into a
transliteration file that will let you insert thess Instances into your
Tl-Writer documents and produce custom envelopes containing a catalogue
of your disk respectively.

" At the Faire I purchased s copy of their offering entitled *

—> WIZ2ARD.,” a TI product that promised many of the same fsatures as
PRONTSH®P does for the IBM. Those of you who aren’'t familar with either
of these products don't realize what you have been missing. This lets
WOu print out greeting cards (properly done so that the inside and
outside will be both upright after folding), posters, bannars, and
lettsrheads. Well, I took the program home and fired it uUp and, up to s
point, it ssemed to work fine. Unfortunetely, the part of the program
that didn't work wss the print routine. After some fooling around with
the program (Okay, 1 used DM-1000 to remove the Extended Basic
Protsction) ] discovered the problem. Although written for the Epson
printer it 1is using a later developed printer code that allows for 80
dots per inch. HMost of the older Epson printers don’'t possess this cods
and can only access ESC K (80 dots per inch) or ESC L (120 dots pec
inch). The result of this is that Cafter changing the print code in the
program) your printout comes out either 6 inches wide (a little small for
8 greeting card after folding) or 12 inches wide Ceven tougher when your
printer is using 8-1/2" wide paper).

BUT, TRIO+ is one of those rare companies who not only listen to
customars comments byt, when they sse a problem with one of theair
products FIXES it. As You may have realized from one of Carole
Goldsteins’' comments s month or two ago, I was not the only one with the
printer problem. Carole and I had both talked to Barb Berg TRIO+'s chief
programmer and WITMIN 10 DAYS I had two new disks in ay hot little hands.
One of them with the corrected Print Wizard programs and the other with
the corrected graphics end font files thet TRIO* had to Fix. The new
Print Wizard program works fine and does everything that it promises to;
gresting cards, banners, letterheads, posters, plus the ability to
convert fonts and instances from TI Artist format into Print Wizard
format. This later ability will let you take all of those fonts and
instances that Jou may have stored on disk and make Up some pratty neat
looking products. The program suto-loads undsr Extended Basic and is

(20)
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completely menu driven and sasy to use. Several fonts are provided on
the data disk ranging in size from small to large plus about two dozen

graphics.

Depending upon the size of the graphic and {ts' orientation

Print Wizard gives you the option of small, medium, or large printout and
(if you select a small or medium sized option) the posssibilty of
the graphic sesversl places on the printout.

placing

Only one small problem with the program is the speed of the Ffinal

printout

itselr. 1'd almost swear that I could do the printing

and it would be just as fast. If someone out there is an ace pr

in Asssmbly and wants to taks

by hand
ogrammer

the time it would be desply appreciated. 1

am sure that if you have some ideas for speading up the printout your

contacting Barb Berg,

cCommunity. Although slow the final printout is worth the wait
will have some prstty nics printouts to send to your friends or

in order

to sell something. One change that I would like to sse

the program is the ability to save off the information from
banner, etc. for resuse in the future.

Two other TRIO+ Software products that 1 want to mention before

—> the column for the month are their ART DATA disks. There are
disks in sach set packed with slides, fonts, and instances for

and a whole set of 3D slides

Artist pictures. Sarfield, Odie
can use to spruce up your pictures. Remesber that if you have,

—» TRIO+ ARTCONVERT program you can

at the sbove address, would be s benefit to the T1

and you
post up
made to
& card,

ending
two SSSD
your TI
that you
or get,

also use thess disks to snhance your TI

Uriter printouts with perhaps s nice logo for your stationary. So, till
next month, remember to invest a few of your $$ for soms good
and patronize thoss vendors who support your T1 computer. And some

&spscisl

customers.

thanks to TRIO+ Softwares for a company who listens

software
ts their

"SOF TWARE ACQUIéITIDN MANAGER "

THERE IS A LOT OF NEW TI195/4 SOFTWARE BEING FUBLISHED EUT WE
(JUG) ARE NOT GETTING IT IN OUR LIBRARY!!! WE HAVE THE CATALDGS FOFR
SEVERAL USERS GROUFS THAT WE CAN ORDER FROM. WE HAVE ACCESS TO
SEVERAL BULLITIN EBOARDS (FOR DOWN LOADING) . : .

WE NEED SOMEONE TO TAKE THE JOE OF "SOETWARE ACQUISITION MANAGER"
FOF JUG. A LITTLE EFFORT WILL HAVE GREAT REWARDS''' THIS FERSON
WILL MAKE A LIST OF ALL THE "WANTS" OF JUG MEMEERS. COLLECT MONEY
$3% AS NEEDED TO ACGUIRE THE NEW SOFTWARE.WRITE UF ANNDUNCEMENTS OF
NEW SOFTWARE ARRIVALS AND HELP DISTRIBUTE THE NEW SOFTWARE TO JUG
MEMBERS. I AM SURE THIS "SOFTWARE ACQUSITION MANAGER" COULD GET A
LOT OF HELP ( AND $$$°s ) FROM ALL MEMBERS OF JUG. ALL ME HAS TO DO
1S _MANAGE THE EFFORT.

PLEASE VOLUNTEER FOR THIS JOE!'''

LOCK THRU MICROpendium, THIS NEWSLETTER. THE CATALOGS ( AVAILABLE

- AT THE MEETINGS) AND LIST THE SOFTWARE YOU WANT WITH THE SOURCE.

FLEASES BRING THIS LIST (YOUR LIST) HE ING. I AM SURE
SOMEONE WILL TAKE THE JOBR OF MANAGING THE ACQUISITION OF THIS NEW

SOFTWARE.

WE_MUST TAKE ACTION TO GET NEW SOFTWARE AS IT IS RELEASED'! IT WILL
NOT JUST SHOW UP AT OUR MEETINGS'' WE MUST EXFEND SOME ENERGY TO

MAKE THIS HAFPEN!!!
THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING. YOU WILL BE THE GREATEST

BENEFICIARY!!!

WE WILL ALL HELP YOU. THIS WILL REGJIRE ASKING OTHERS TO WRITE
LETTERS, SOME PHONE CALLS AND FOLLOW UP ON ACTION ITEMS -BUT THE
REWARDS (TO YOU) WILL BE GREAT'!! (zz)




