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CONTRIBUTIONS

Members and non members are
to contribute articles
publication in HVYY9 NEWS.

invited
far

Any copy intended #far publicatien
may be typed, hand written, or
submited on tapes/disc media as files
suitable for use with TI Writer {ie.
DIS/FI¥ 88 or DIS/VAR ea) . A
suitable Public Domain word
processor program will be supplied

if required by the club librarian.

Please include along with your
articie sufficient information to
enable the file to be read by the
Editor eg. File Mame etc. The
preferred format is 35 columns and
page length b6 lines, right
justified.

All articles printed 'in HVU99 NEWS
funless notified otherwise)} are
considered tc be Public Daomain.
Other user groups wishing to
reproduce material from HVP? NEWS
may $eel free to do s0 as long as
the sourece and auvthor are
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Articles for publication can be
submitted to the Editor, ALL othsr

club related correspondence should

be addressed to The Secretary.

DISCLAIMER

The HVP? NEWS is the official
newsletter 0f the HUNTER VALLEY
NINETY NINE USER GROUP.

Whilst every effort is made to
ensure the correctness and accuracy
of the information contained therin,
be it of general, technical, or
programming nature, no
responsibility can be accepted by
HV22 NEWS as a result of applying
such information.

The views expressed in the artiéles
in this publication are the views of
the author/s and are not necessarily

the views of the Committee, Editor
or members.

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS trademarks, names

and logos are all copyright to TEXAS
INSTRUMENTS.

HVe2 is a non profit group of
TI®P/4A computer users, not
affiliated in any way with TEXAS
IMSTRUMENTS. :
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With the onset of the conler'weathef

‘it is time to get serious about
computing again. I have been giving
Funnelweb a hiding lately with

community and work committments
taking precedence aver programming.
Joe Wright has been busy programming
with has geneology program coming
together nicely, the time consuming
refinements are making it look like
a2 top program. I had a preview with
Joa and Jim Grimmond last night and
Wwas very impressed, Jim is
interested in <forming a genealogy
group so anyone interested see Joe
or myself far more details, -

The TI! Writer night proved a great
success thanks to Brian Woods, so
much so that a followup night is on
Tuesday the 2&th af April. I¥f vyou
want to know about transliteration
and printer control then come to
Warners Bay High at Zpm.

The basic classes have ceased due to
poor attendances, but all is not
lost, anybody interested in Extended
Basic should ceontact Gary Johes as
soon as possible.

The group is manning a table at the
microcomputer exhibition at the
Hunter Institute of Higher Education
{formerly College of Advanced
Education) at waratah on April 21,
22 and 22. We have decided to mix
it with the heavyweights and Joe is
hoping for a contast with an AT to
see who can power up and get typing
on a word processar the guickest, I
Wwill put meney on Joe as long as he
brings his RAMdisk, I+ wyou can
spend an hour or two on any pf these

days please contact Gary Jones or
myself.
If you ecan drag yourselsf away +from

your computer on Friday the 18th of

June come and have a seafood dinner
at the Belmont Yacht Club. Please
Ege & committee man as we must
confirm bookings., If the previous

outings are any indication then a

L?uperb night is assured.

N\

If anyone has a program there 1is
still a bit of room reserved for you
on the distribution disk. The disk
will be passed on at the TI Faire in
Brisbane on the 21ist of May.

I will not be standing far
re-election in June as I will be
resuming studies, if vyou feel vou

have something to contribute to the
running of the group and would like
to join the committee then please
make yaour intentions known. You can
help promote our resilient ocrphan
both locally and internationally.

The Mid Year HU99ers Social will be
held at *Macguaris Pier Restaurant’
Seafoods on the Water located at the

Belmont Whart (Belmont Yacht Club)
on Friday 1@&th June, commencing at
7.2dpm.

The menu planned is:
Garlic Bread

Hot & Cold Sesafood FPlatter
Seafond Toast

Tea/Coffeoe

The cost is %19 per head. Dessert
is available from the sweets trolley
for an additional $32.86. Steak etc
is available if required.

wite/friend .are
attending, please
Lawrence to maks vyour |

soon  as  possible as
is strictly limited.

I+ wyou and your
interested in
contact Al
tooking as
seating

/
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REPORT

FROM HBLBERT ANDERSON'

Well here we are in April “already

and in the midst of Aprill showers..
some 2 days of them so far with no
relief in sight,. Can’t do much
putside so what better time to hang

ottt the
of those

kevboard and get into some
computer - jobs that have
been simmering on the back burner
far a while. Jobs like 9oing
through previous nevsletters,
up-dating databases, catalonging
disks and actually seeing what some
gf. them da...some input +or the
editor etc etc.

Firstly, I would like to welcome 2
new members. Welcome to John Fulham
from Waratah and also we welcome our
first member from England in Stephen
Shaw and family. With & bit of luck
Stephen may be able tn keep us right
up to date with happenings in the UK

and Europe as in the past Stephen
has been known to put pen to
paper... how’'s that Ed, do reckon
he’ll gt the hint??7?

Right in our back yard the Hunter
Institute of Higher Education are
preparing far the 1988 MNewcastle

Microcomputing Exhibition which is

to be held April 21,22 & 23 on the
College campus in Waratah West.
After making enquiries about this

event the HV?F’ers have been invited

to participate and as such we will
nesd volunteers to man the site over
the 3 day periad. Gary Jones has

been given the task of co-prdinating
this event for HVP? and as such he
jwould be delighted to get some names

Thursd

down to cover the hours from -
Midday to 9.8@8pm on ay
2ist, .

¢.9d0am to 5.€@pm on Friday 22nd,
9.9%am to 3IJ3.29pm on Saturday
23rd.

Not only will you help HVZ? get
publiec expaosure at the biggest
computer show held in this area, you
will be able to see the latest in
big boys (with big money) toys as
well as meet computer users from the
VZ28¢ User group and the Microbee

Uzer group. Ses Gary or gne of the
committee if vyou can assist.

Whilst an the subject of
exhibitions, word from -Gary

Christensen the co-grdinator of the
TI-Faire in Brisbane informs us that

is published later
in this issue and this may answer
some of vyour queries about the |
svent, If vyou may be contemplating
heading north for the Faire, see
Pete Smith he and a few other
HV9%®'ers are planning to go by
Grevhound as this seems to be guite
cost effective. By the way, it's
only & weeks away!!! Talking about
the Brisbane group and Gary
Christensen, I would like to offer
them, on behalf of the HUPP'ers a
HUGE THAMK YQU for sending us a real
live GENEVE 92548 computer to have a
go at, The demo on it was done by
Tany McGovern and although there
wasn't much software ta run, what we
did see looked rather impressive.
Inter-group co-aperatian like this
showed by the Brisbane group is
really appreciated and I feel that
this sort of thing helps make the
TI. user group scene rather unique.

letter from Garvy

as

Melbourne, Pster

that he has

Heading =south to
Gleed has informed us
come across, found, sniffed out, or
whatever a gquite substantial stock
of TI-99/4A related equipment.
Peter is in the process of a
business transaction with which he
aims at getting this “redundant”
equipment into the hands of as many
diehard 4A users as possible. Peter

mentions complete Expansion Systems
and conscles amongst the inventory
and he no doubt will keep us,

informed as things progress with the
dealings.

On the overseas front the exchange
newsletters still keep coming up
with heaps of new and interesting

S

P
organisation i{s well under way and al
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{1 Earl has set dawn.

‘the Geneve computer,

us

‘Off to the other side of the

(:hings for our machines. This
months buzz seems to be a software
gondie that gqoes by the name of
TELCO and is written by Charles Earl
of the Ottawa group in Canada. one
of the many interesting points of
this outstanding looking program . is
ite method of distribution to the
TI. fraternity. Charles Earl
states in the +first part of the
documentation on the program that ¢
No version of TELCO is public domain
software, nor is it free software.

| TELCO I8 USER-SUPPORTED SDFTWARE..."

Charles then goes on to give
an how the

uze of TELCO
quidelines of

detail
USER registers his/her

under the strict

LLICENSE that Charles
Congratulations
to Charles on the USS approach he
has taken with this program and by
the splendid review in the MARCH *882
MICROpendium magazine it seems that
the $20.608 registration fee will he

'well worth it,

Also coming from Canada and the US.
are reports of wvery successful TI
Faires which have boosted the moral
both TI. users and the various
vendors that supply the hardware and

software needs +for these computer
junkies. In the exchange
| hewsletters there is also heaps on

ramdisks, the
Myart Hard/Flappy disk controller,
hew software releases, tips on using
existing software and user group
chit chat and much much more.... As
T think 1 s=ay just about every
month, its all there in the
publications library FOR FREE, NO
CHARGE, NOTHING!!' the only hitch is
that YOU have to get it or ask +for
it fand then return it when finished

‘of course).

While 1 am on the overseas
newsletter bit could I make a
special request of SOMEQNE that

might just happsn to read this. from
both the LA 99'ers and the CHICAGO
User Group to please contact ME with
regard to exchange nt newsletter, I
have, at differring times, on behal+

of HVF? made requests for exchange
0¥ newsletter but as vyet have not
received any word back, My last
request was sent on the 28th FEB

'88. I may have the wrong addresses
or something silly like that. ..

planet
to West Gesrmany to say thanks to
Frank Phillips and family for their

_/

L

continual contact from that part of

~\

the world and alsc for a reminder
that came with thair last letter.
It’s coming up to membership renewal
time again folkstt! Some have
already sent in their renewals for
*88/'89 and I thank them for the
keen support. I will let you all
off for this month but starting from
MAY I will start *banging the tin?
and throwing out gentle reminders.
Ch! By the way is Mike Heuser and
the Workshop Rheinland out there
anywhere. We haven’t heard from vou
for a while have we???

Before I finish I must thank those
people that assist me every month by
30ing- through the newsletter
hand-out at the meetings and
delivering some of our local! members
nemwsletters, FPlease keen this
practice going. as it makes one of my
jobs just that 1little bit easier.
Well that’s about it from me $or
April *88.....Bye now

COMING
EVENTS

A Family Bar-b-que iz being planned
{alang the lines of last years very
successful afternoon) for Saturday
14th May. There will be & sausage
sizzle as well as all sorts of fun
and games, Contact Paul Mulvaney
for more details.

With the interest generated with the
coming release of Joe UWright's
Geneology Record Keeper, Joe is
contemplating conducting an
*Introdurtion to Family Higtory’
group. It is envisaged that the
group wWwould discuss how to start
compiling vour family history &
demonstrations of how to use his

program to maintain vyour records.
I+ you would like. to get involved in

this fasinating hobby, contact Joe
Wright,

Gary Jones will begin Extended Rasic
classes in the near future. If vyou
want to learn more about programming
in X¥B, contact Gary Jones at the
phong humbier printed on  the

inside
front cover of this newsletter,
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RANDOM
BYTES

with
Bob Carmany

I'm back again for another "go“ at
it. Spring is just bursting forth
here in the U.8S. and the winter
computing season is drawing to a
close. With the advent of warmer
waather, the innovations seems to
end as people start the annual rite
of "roasting their bodies in the

sun*. I prefer the shade and a cold
Coors (or Fosters).

Since 1 have been using FUNNELWEB
for its TI-Writer facility, I
realised that unless you are either

really enthusiastic about it or just
plain bonkers, the only way that you
can learn how to use TI-Writer is to
wade through the rather lengthy
manual., The fact is, it is almost
as boring as the E/A manual (sorry
Tony, but it is BORING). Even the
*quick reference” card isn’t much
heip. There are a few items that
aren’t well documented in any case.

Cne of the most powerful of these is
the (Rleplare(Sitring function. I
first ran into it extensively when I
was writing the *Forth Forum" column
in our newsletter. Forth uses the
"at* sign, @, quite frequently.
This led to some interesting results
when we ran my columns through the
Farmatter. The solution was to
replace all of the single "@" signs
with double "@" signs.

Simply start at the beéinning of the

document and press <FCTN-9)>, Then
enter "SH” for search and *RS* {for
{R)eplace{sitring. Then, using the
slashes, enter:

/e/ea/s

The cursor will go ta the first
cccurrence of the "A" sign that it

finds (hence the reason far starting
at the beginning of the document}.
If you wish to replace all of the
“@" signs, just enter *A* and the
job is done. Qr, you can pick and
choose by entering "Y* or F®"N* $gpr
each of the individual signs.

the
timgs

While we are on the subject of
FUNNELWER editor, there maybe

N

when you would like to have all of
the "CR'g" and other control
tharacters stripped out of a
document as when using F’WER to
write XB programs, Although I
mentioned it a while back, here is
the procedure once again. Use "PF*
and then € D3Kx.filename and the
file will be "printed® to disk with
all o+ the control characters
("CR"s*} removed,

The transliterate command
another one that gave me a real +it
when I +Ffirst started out using
TI-Writer {and its clones), I
tinally fiqured out that not only
can you wuse it .to switch single
characters, but it makes a +fine
MACRO command as well. For example:
«TL 126:27,15,27,77 sets my printer
to condensed, elite {148
characters/line} whenever the tilde
een o ig encountered, There is
another use for transliterats
commands that you might not be aware
o¥f with single characters. For
example, not all printers are able
to print the 4“slash zero". I am
fortunate that I can send mine a
software command to do so but not
everyune can. There is an easy way
out with transliterate commands,
though. Let’'s use the tilde again
and type in: ,TL 126:48,8,47. Now,
when the tilde is encountered, vyour
printer will print "@* (char 48),
backspace (char 8}, and then print
the slash I[char 47) over the zernp
making an admirable "slash zera®.

was

There is only one restriction when
using the “dot" commands, They must
be at the beginning of the line. I+
you use wmore than one, vyou can
seperate them with a semi-colon {ex.
«FI;AD5LLM 4). By using this farmat,
you can combine the formatting
commands in pne line. Remember to
usa 3 carriage return {“CR") after
the last one.

The fact that the Formatter uses the
period to denote a formatting
command can lead to some peculiar
problems. For sxample, if a line of
text begins with a period, the
Formatter will ignore it because it
thinks that it has encountered a
formatting command. For that
reason, be careful when vyou switch
from the Editor to the Formatter to
print out documents. Generally,
this isn’t a seriocus problem because
‘word-wrap® will take care of the

problem for you unless you put i)
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This was hardly a course in using a
word procesisor but there are shorter
versions of the TI-Writer manual
available. Cne that comes to mind
is the tutorial written by Dick
Altman of San Francisco (mentioned
in F'WEB docs) and the manual $rom
Dr. Bill Browning, 7341 Jersey
Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, MN
55428 for $56.358 (US}),

Well, I'm rapidly getting a "Buffer
Full® message and I'll close until
next month. . .

252
[ computer users
‘ never die...

down,
were no longer heard

He

IN THE NEWS

A FOT POURRI OF LOCAL
AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS
COMPILED RY

joe wright

“The tendinous part of the mind,

S0
to speak, is more developed in
winter; the fleshy, in summer, 1

should say winter had given the bone
and sinew to literature, summer the
tissues and the blood.*

John Burroughs ~ The Snow-Walkers.

There can be no doubt, a reminder
that winter is approaching is not
required by our readers. But why

not make everybody feel miserable!

PRINTER PROBLEM SCOLVED.
Here

is a story which I can relats
to. It is taken from the meeting
notes in the March 1988 issues of

CIM-DAY NEWS.

*Jim Burke (club member) also made
known, his experience with
successfully fining his printer
problems when it no langer printed
the descenders for the print
characters. With a spray can of TV
tuner cleaner in position and ready
to use, he successfully removed the
printhead, dropped the screws into
the printer, lifted same upside
shook until rattles of screws
and began an

immediate frustrating search of the

then procesded

to spray the

floor rug and recaptured the s:rewi;J

rt a )



(;:inthaad with the tuner cleaner,

freeing up the descender pins, re-
installed the printhead, tested
printing result and provided us all

with a look at what appeared to be a
printed page made by a new printer,
Jim had this problem for several
months and uwupon completion of this
cleaning project, received the
latest . issue of Micropendium which
included an article on how to rempve
and clean printheads on your
printer. Congratulations Jim an a
‘'good job and for sharing your
experience.”

NEW TERMIMAL EMULATOR from CAMADA.

.This is one for the midnight moden
.set. When a new piece for guality
‘'software becomes available for the
Tl it spreads like wild fire.through

:the ranks. A example of this was
‘LEGENDS. Well this new terminal
emulator is moving even faster. It

{8 written by Charles Earle from
Ottawa. I have taken the following
‘details from an advertisement im the
Ottawa U/G Mewslstter.

Features:! -~

IMENU DRIVEN with
‘HELP SCREENS.

context sensitive

FULL-FEATURED AUTODIALER.

sets baud rate, parity, terminal
etc, for each number dialed, and
redials multiple numbers in
sequence.

'F DIFFERENT
available}
éADM3A - ANSI - D4ig

TERMIMAL EMULATIONS

OPTIONAL STATUS LINE with elapsed
time clock.

'LOGGING OR SCREEN DUMP
device.

to any

-

8K REVIEW BUFFER - not destroyed by
File transfers,

USES GENEVE 86-COLUMN MODE, emulates
‘80 columns on TI with scrolling
Windows or window lock.

COMPATIBLE WITH HRD, MYARC
RAMDISK, and CORCOMP RAMDISK.

512

ASCII and XMODEM ‘TRANSFERS, PRINT
BPOOLER, and much more!.

Telco is being marketed as
USER-SUPPORTED software. Look +or
it on a BBS near ¥O4u, oOr order

APermanent that

directly, send CE2¢.9¢ to:
Charles Earle

24 McLeod Street
OTTAWA, ONTARIOQ
CAMADA

K2P 923

TEL.CO REVIEW.

This review of Telco written
Michael Dorman, is taken <+rom
March 1988 Mid South Tidbits.

by
the

"Whan as the last time you recejived

a programme that really grabbed youl
is iy
firsty
I downloaded TELCO fronl
there.|

and wmade you
neat?* For me,
ran TELCO.
GENie when it first appeared
"Just what I need
amulator.?* I then
unpacked the
Boone's wonderful Archiver
usual, I ran the programme
read the docs first) and
is the neat!®*,

say "WOW, this
it was when I

- anather terminal
uncompressed and
files

(I never
"boy,’

From the firct moment +he title
screeh appeared, I knew something
ditferent was about to happen. Drop
down sliding bar menus - just 1ike
some of my favourite PC programmes.
In fact, the menus looked just like
Borland’s Reflex which

chosen by arrowing down to a
highlighted aption OR by pressing|
the firgt letter of each option.|
Choices!! in a TI 99/4A programme.

TELCO will let me take
my GENEVE's 88 column
In tact, almost

imagined in a TI

is an option in

Even better,
advantage of
capability.
everything I
terminal emulator
this programme.
to this programme - options!
your colours, vyour screen
your terminal settings, your
settings from within TELCO. Then
save your settings to diskette andg
they beceome your permanent defaults.
is until you change

Chose
width,

moden|

them),

TELCO i3 a big programme. Too big,
in fact to fit into memory all at
once. That's why TELCD was

with Barry|
2.4 As]

uses|.
Lotus-stvle menu options that can bel

That's the real key|

developed using overlays. What this
means {s that TELCO must call some
functions from diskette. Up to 3
overlays {more with minimem and
supercarts! will resids in memarvy.
By wusing bverlays, TELCO is able to
pravide several modules that




| almost |

TI

r:;ually separate programmes in other
terminal emulators for th 44A.

"TELCO allows vou to choose between
‘three different semulations; ADM3A,
AMSI and D41g. YES, this means you
can now call a PC BBS and view ANSI
‘graphics. You no longer have to
.loak at all those seemingly random

‘ctharacters. (of course, you are
text mode of the video chip.)

Well, what
directory? Okay,

about the dialling
glad you asked! Up
to 99 entries are available with
separate baud rate, parity, and
‘terminal emulation settings, What’s
even better is that you don't have
to use a separate programme to add,
change or delete your phone numbers
aor settings. The dialer is actually
a redialer which redials which ever
numbers vou select - up to 15 in a
continuous cyele until you receive
an answer,

There is a catalog routine in TELCO
that will not only catalog a disk ¢
or ramdisk), but will alsoc 1let vyou
delete, protect and unprotect files.
This comes in very handy for making
room for dowhloads and protecting
archived files for uploading.

Another really nice feature in TELCO
is it’s macro editor. Macros allow
the passing of repeated strings to
the remote computer. This saves on
having to manually retype the same
information (+or example, user ID
and LOGQM infarmatian.) TELCO Iets
you write up to twenty six
34-character macros. Another nice
feature ¥ TELCO's macros is the
ability to link macrons together.

TELCO also has a review buffer and a
print spoaler. The review buffer
will allow you to save the screen to

disk or printer. The printer
spoeler will print your session to
the printer if vyou have a TI or
CORCOMP RS232 card and a parallel
‘printer. The MYARC RS232 is not
currently supported.
Other nice touches include a status
line, beep/chimes option.
selectable window width, and window

scrolling  (useful for viewing ANSI

han) .

graphics with a 42 column screen for
_ ASCIT uploading is available
§ for uploading DVSE files. TELCO
fdoes not permit manual line-bvy-line
guplnadihg but . does allow the

limited to two colors because of the

~

replacement of klank lines to a !ine
with a space by using an Expand
toggles to send a CR/LF <{SPACE>
CR/LF sequence for blank lines.
This is useful for uploading text tao
a system that agssumes a blank 1line
to be the end of the text.

xmodem uplcading/downloading counts
blocks in decimal and shows the
total size by using the TIFILES
header designed by Paul Charlton.
If vou download +Files that do not
have the TIFILES header (far
example, GIF or RLE pictures}, the
file is saved as a DIS/FIX 128 FILE.

TELCO proves that PC-style
programmes are indeed possible on
the 1A and is extremely
user~-friendly and intuitive. In

many ways, TELCC strongly resembles
such FC terminal programs as @modem
and Procaomm,

Telco is a fairware offering written
by Charles Earle of DOttawa. The

registration cost is USE2@.080 and is
well worth it.

4A-94648-FC COMNECTION.

This snippet is taken +from the
TICHAT section of the January issue
of MET99ER Mewsletter.

*Regarding the 4A-F648-PC
combination, Miller Communications
of Seattle has developed an IBM-AT

style case that will hold
card plus others, The case has a
228w power supply, disk controllepr
slot and seven other slots, It wilil
haid 2 +floppy drives and 2 hard
drives. the case has been developed
for QUEEN AMNE COMPUTER SHOPPE. In
the seven cards you rcan have two
rRS232 cards and Miller
Communications videoflex and frame
grabber card that were mentioned in
previous updates. The case is
equipped with key lock and LED
status lights. The box, configured
for Tl users wherein the cards are
mounted vertical. A disk controller
card for an IBM clone is available
with a switch so the user can Qo

the 2448

between the IEBM or the %848 or 44.
The IBM type card will also fit in
the PEB, but vou would need a new
keyboard with the TI, with the same
drives. The 2S5&K IBM type card has
& +Ffloppy disk controller on board,
and the user can add “layers® to
make an extensive IBM system, i+t
desired. The box was developedJ
because of the need for

a heatZ/
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power supply for the 9449 ‘and his
fear of packing the T1 PEB for fear
of overheating. The basic bax
retails for US%329.9%. The 254k IBM
type card is USS399.94, Additional
information is available from Bueen
Anne Shoppe, 4162 ROOSEVELT WAY s

N.E. SEATTLE WA 92114 USA.

284K RAMDISK,.
This following article
the MID SQUTH TIDBITS
Miller in his column

comes from
writer Beery
"GEMEVE NOTES*.

A nice hardware item
recently hit the TI area that will
pravide quite a boom tg many Geneve
-and 4A people. Bug Mills, now owner
of the Mew Haorizans Ramdisk
developing. has available
instructions and parts for a S@@K
plus Boot Ram for the Ramdisk that
pravides approximately 38089 sectors
and autoloading of the SYSTEM/SYS
+ile for Geneve owners separate from
the Ramdislk. In addition, ha also
has kits for 2 | meg system for 4A
ovners. From reading the round
table canference an GENie, there are
a few people out there with multiple
Ramdisks and have over 18,000
sectors of online RAMDISK storage.
This iz the brealking point where cne
must decide between a ramdisk or a
hard drive,

has just

Tom Arnold, in his “Potpourai"
column in the March issue of Club
Line newsletter writes:

“Mike McCann sent me a notice of a
new product vhich is very
interesting. It is called
AVANTI-99, This is a card for your
PE BEBox. It is a Forth card which
allows you to program directly in
Forth with incradible speed. The
card uses a Novix NC4B14 RISC chip,
has 128K RAM Memory and 14K ROM.
The card is compatible to both the
TI?9/4A and the Genesva. Several
cards can be installed in the PEB at
once., The ROM contains emForth
language by Charles Moore the
inventor of Forth. Cost is
projected below SUSSEE. "

For details write tao:-

McCann Software,

PQ Box 34149,

Omaha, ME 48134

Usa

-~ RUMOURZ ~--- RUMOURS --- RUMOURS -
Ran Klienschater has not been doing

\i‘lnt of opal prospecting lately out

]

west. He has instead been writing
routines to load utilities into the
QED module. The updated wversions
have been arriving daily for the
last couple of weeks. Don't stop
Ron, I am using the module and your
programmes a lot. Look forward to
some information in the newsletter
about what he is doing and how.

172 MEG RAMDISK. NNUND
Meil 3uigg has the design completedNUND
for his ramdisk and a prototyps'NUND
board is ordered. Neil also hag!NUNDE
been doing mome werk on hiszs consoltNINDE
and has taken the PAD area out tg'NUNDE
S@¢ bytes. He tells me that theNUNDE

Q

maods to the console are very easy to’

do and if a defunct console can beNUNDE
obtained the caost of the mod 13NUNDE
minimal, :SUN
16 BIT RAM. INUNDE
In Canberra last week and visite#ﬁf‘l
some aof our friends from t'.hswlJ -
Canberra UrsG. Met a you man JasanNUN
Winter who has been working on hig b
console and made  some  very UNDE
interesting mods. Would be nice i{th:;_
he could write an article in the ol
Canberra Nsletter describing  the UNDEF
work he has been doing, and how tmsgN”f_
do it. NDE

NUNDEH

CHEQUE ACCOUNT and BANKCARD. NUNDEF
Last month I mentioned that Ri:hamﬁUNDE_
Terry was writing such a programme. UNDE

WELL, had a look at it a couple ofUNDER
days ago. I like it, so have thdVUNDER
people who a testing it for him NUNDER
Hopefully it will be re1easedﬁ‘dsg§
shortly. ' : NUNDE;
GENEALOGY. xgxgg
Had some more people look at'mNUNDER
programme. They have suggested som UNDER
mods, some I agree with others ikmmea
don*t. I am now making some of theNUNDER
alterations suggested. NUNDER
Until next month :’lﬁmgg:

Joe Wright VUNDER

NUNDER]

NUNDER]

JUNDERI

JUNDERL

NUNDERED

//\\/\ JUNDERL

¥ JUNDERE

e:'l'l:" 99“: JUNDERD

JUNDERD

"'_yUSERERm.I’ 'é JUNDERD

Nevorsta {UNDERD

JUNDERD
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'BRISBANE TI- FAIRE NEWS

Dear Sir,

For those who do not know me, my name is Garry Christensen. I am the
co-ordinator of the TI - Brisbane User Group and I have the responsibility of
organizing the 1988 Ti-Faire. .

A lot of wark has gone into the Faire and the time has come to let
everyone know what is happening. Let me start by saying that one significant
reason for hosting a Faire at this time was that Brisbane is the site for EXPO
88. This offered us a unique opportunity ta bring together .the TI users from
throughout Australia and to allow them the opportunity to see the EXPD while
they were here.

What is the Faire all about. The Faire provides a central venus for the
display of hardware and software that are available for our beloved computer
and it gives the users an apportunity to discuss all aspects of the TI-99/44
with f2llow enthusiasts.

With this in mind, we have invited alhast all the companies that suppart
the TI computer in the United States to attend and we have invited all the User
Groups in Australia.

Internalionally first: Lou Phillips from Myarc will be at the Faire. The
Geneve 9440 computers will be in Australia by then so there will be plenty of
them on display. Lou will not doubt be kringing something new for us to see.

The wther companies cannot afford to send a representative to Australia
but some have been most co-operative. Rave 99 will be sending some
damonstration units of their IBM keyboard interface and the memory enhancement
card. They may also be sending a sample of the interface card to allow the

_speech synthasizer to be placed in the PEB.

Bath Asgard and Texaments will be ﬁenaing a selection of their software
to be demanstrated. All of the demonstration products will be for sale to those
who attend the Faire.

The User Groups are invited to set up a booth at the Faire and
demonstrate any/all hardware and software advances that they have made. This
part, in my opinion, is the most important part of the Faira. There is some
exceptional talent in Australia. Everyone would like to see what has been
developed in other States.

The User Groups are also invited to sell any of their wares at the
Faire. While there iz no charge to be levied to set up a booth, we would ask
that the Groups selling equipment ar software place an advertisemant in the
special edition newsletter to help us cover some of the costs. Could those
members from your group involved in setting up such a booth, pleass contact
with regard to the advertisement. The cost has been kept to a minimum.

While on the subject of the newsletter, I would like to take this
gpportunity to invite all TI users to contribute an article for inclusion in
the newslietter. The subject can be of yaur own choosing. A review of each of
the products demonstrated by your User Group would give those in attendance a
permanent reminder of what is available. We want to make this a truely
Australian Faire.

We understand that many Groups will not be able to bring their computers
with them. I anticipate that TI-BUG will be able to provide a system for each

CON




booth. Any visitors who can bring their own would certainly make it easier far
LS.

For those who have not yet made arrangemants for accomodation, I suggest
that you da not delay. As you can imaging, EXPO 88 is putting a strain on the
hospitality services in Brishbane., There are members of the Brisbane User Group
who have offered to supply accomodation in their own homes. This number is
limitted so if you would like to share the weekend with one of our members,
please contact me directly. My phone number is @7-2841841.,

A list of motels and caravan parks in the area of the venue for the
Fairs was published in the December 87, TI-BUG newsletter.

The venue for the Faire is the Brisbane College of Advanced Education in
the suburb of Carseldine. It will begin at 19 am and end around 5 pm. A dinner
at one of the local resteraunts will be held on the Saturday evening.

We feel it best not to organize anything official for the Sunday as many
visitors may like to take in EXPO B8 however I am sure that something can be
arranged for those who will be at a loaze end. I+ you have any thoughts on the
matter or would like to attend the dinner, please contact me.

Well that about wraps it up. This Faire is aimed directly at the
Australian users. We hope that this can be a chance for the Tl enthusiasts to
gee what is beinq done with their computer in this country and
internationally.

Regards,

Barry J Christensen.
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RODULE

version 2. %
a loader program
by
RON KLEINSCHAFER

Guestion from the Secretary "Do  you
want. one of the Neil Guigg designed

32K Modules??". My response “Ysah.
Say, what am I going to use it
for??". Reply, "Dunno, But it will

be handy for sumpin®,

I+ you have one of these modules
then here is one use it can be put

ta. The following iz my own
personal preference and may not
reflect what other owners may wish,
but it can be set up to their own
requirements. I hope that the
information here and on the demo

disk may assist,.

Not being blessed with a RAM Disk I
tegan thinking that it waould be
handy for running the programs that
I use most, something like a  Mini
Ram Disk?? After pondering osver some
particular programs the list was
eventually drawn up as follows.

FUNNELWEB’s Cart Ram Program for
instant loading of the central menu
screen, This gives quick loading
from disk nf many options.

DMigFA, Instant access to a disk
manager would be great as one would
most likly be used nearly evervtime
the computer is switched on.
SUPERBUG’s debugger regiding in the
address space of Y4098 would make
life so much easier when chasing
problems in programs.

The third choice became VERY evident
atter deciding to do something with
the BRED Module. At this stage
would have to describe myself as an
absolute “PROGRAMOKLUTZ* when it
comes to Assembly lLanguage, having
written (mostly copled) short three

to ten line programs that could be

.

arcessed from XB with Call Links or
maybe patched up a Ffew simple
programs, s I had to learn fast and
the dog ears on the pages of my E/4 |
manual can attest to the fact!..

The Module was eventually set up as S
folliows: - ,é$
At
PAGES@ PAGEL S PAGE28 PAGE38 | pupn
"""""""""""""""""""""""" " i'h
{ Module ! F/WEB ! DMi9g@ ! SBUGS e
| Header | CTBRAM | Part 2 | 'l ato
LT ! File ! ! N R
{Program | ! H 'l pag
iSelect | ! ! V| mak
m—omm——— ! H : ' rec
iFrogram | t i V| dip
IMoves & | ! ! i{wit
{Page ! ! ! '] Not
{Select | ! ! 1 fra
e H ! H H the
IGPLLNK | H !
IRoutine | ! i 'l By
o ne t i H | optd
i DMigag | t ! i cod
! Part § | i t | modu
i H ! H | bBack
T T T T e T T T s e e e Funn
then
In the article that I originally pety
wrote for this issue on the GEl| from
Module I said that after I wrote ™| insu
first Basic Program I looked at i read
later and thought, GOOD GRIEF!Y Funn
Well, after looking at my Ffirsi opti
effort Oon using the QED Moduld jt

tVersion 1.8) I thought something 1igt
different - and that was "WHAT I invo
THAT CRUD??" Very user unfriendly tg
say the lesast, =0 back to thd of
keyboard and out came Verscion 2.9) prog

What happened ta THAT ONE, vou ask! prog

It went into the crud basket as

wall, The
way i

So getting something closer to beind inata
something useful (although still i Funne
little rough in places) emerge: dipec
Version 2.1. Why different versions besgr
you again ask? Well, with a littlewmil)
tongue in cheek lets say it seems ¢ ingta
be the flavour of the year!! Enougt IN §
0f the watfling down to details. the d
RESET
The first and major changes heede! staqge
were to be able to branch straightfixin
from one program to another without Black
having to go back to the titli there
screen. In this version the changetin th
now include in DMigga’' s +ils
utilities two options, these bein: Becay
direct reantry to Funnslweb ocrexten
return to the titile screen. BUIT >AQ089
(FCTN =) also automatically returnstotall
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file
being
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pturns

to Page #. In Superbug the Program
has been mpndified so that when *@"
is gselected you are returned to

S/Bugs Header (with two more options

added and these reenter Funnelweb
 direct or  return to the title
screen),

After discussions with Tony about

Funnelweb it seemed that to add code
in that program would cause to

many
ripples. Besides there not being
enough room it would not remain

global & would require deleting some
of the screen text to make room +or
page switching code and that would
make it impossible +for anyone to
reconfigure ar load the Module
direct from their Funneliweb disk
with their own preferred options.
Not being able tp get in through the
front doaor I decided tao enter
through the back door, so to speak.

By putting Funnelweb aa the first
sption on the Header list then using
code to load it to memory from the
module then switching the mpdule
back to Page @ before entering
Funnelweb directly in memory, it
then leaves Funnelweb unmolested. A
return from the central menu screen
from optian 7 RESET the 7 QUIT
insures that you return to Page @
ready for the next selectioan.
Funnelweb had to be put as the first
option in the header code (although
it appears last on the selection
list on screen) because i+ you
invoke option 9 from the user list
(CART ROM) it has a very sneaky way
of locating and executing the first
program listed in the header, so the
program remains true.

The only casualty
Wway is that 8D
instantly

in doing it this
{directory) is not
available when you select
Funnelweb. I+ you want the @D
directory then select 7 RESET first
before you try Function 7 and @D
#ill be loaded from disk and is then
instantly available WHILE YOU REMAIN

JIN FUNNELWEB, I+ vou want to use
the directory in DISK PATCH then
RESET then &D must be used. At this

stage I don’t think it worthwhile
fixing that bug, my spys from the
Black Hole country tell me that
there may be anather version of FW

in the pipeline, EHH!!!

Because CPU scratch pad ram is used
extensivly and DMIGBS is loaded at
JAZPY the mailbox will not remain
totally unmolested but this is not a

‘module is

~

big drawback with the added speed of
accessing files.

the

Loading module with vour own
Funnelweb preferred options and
saving that Page back to the QED

disk requires a little more care. I
suggest you print out and fellow the
instructions carefully in the +ile
READ/ME on the RED/32K/2 Disk. If
you are interested ask the librarian
for a copy. Although the Module is
loaded with what I refer to as an
E/A programmers module I would like

to hear from other owners af the
Module what they would like to be
able to use in it, so how about_some
feedback?? ;

A few tips in utilising the module.
When yau want to 8UIT and remaove the
module select Option 3. EXIT MODULE
from the main menu, This actually

“parks® the module at page I which
contains FUNNELWEB. It occasionally
happens that the first byte in the
header of the current page is
corrupted on power down then the
module viould normally require

relocading. It was convenient to do
it this way because FUNMELWEB does
not require that +first byte when
used In the module the way the
program is entered and exited.
After switching off the conszole wait
a2 few sgeconds before removing the
module & also when installing it
wait again a +few seconds for the
power in the console to drop -~ it
doesn’t 1like always being plugged
into a powered up console. The
worst culprit for corrupting the
using the common Reset
button that pulls the reset line low
- caution with that one.

R.K.
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FUNNELWEB
REPORT

fraom
TONY McOOVERN
funnelweb farm

" The big news this manth is of
the +first Myarc Geneve computer to
find its way to Newcastle, even if
only on a +fleeting visit. Surch a
story deserves tn be started at the
start. One morning - recently when I
was trying to get my eyes apen
enough - to drive to work, the phone
rang., It was a long distance call
from Brisbane, wmy home town up in
the deep narth, from Gary
Christensen who had a real problem
on his hands. He had two Geneves,
one a regular issue NTSC model, and
the other a FPaL. {European f
Australian TV standard} experimental
job for test and evaluation. This
latter one had a primitive ROM which
would boot only from a Myarc disk
controller, a beastie not found in
Gueensland as vyet, Sa there was
this apologetic request for the loan
of our Myarc. Now this is about an
a par with asking someone to help
vith source material for a kidney
transplant, but the cause was good
enough so I ripped it out af the
machine, bundied it up that day and
sent it travelling north.

The idea occurred that i+ a
disk card could go north, a Geneve
card could come south for a week or
80 to cover the next HVS® club
meeting, and courtesy of Gary the
NTSC Geneve duly turned up last
Friday in good time for the meeting
last night . (Tuesday). The NTSC
model was the aone wanted as we had a
RGE monitor, William’s Amiga 1084

box which would handle 68 Hz +field
rates, and it was the hi-res color
performance that was ot real

interest, So stopped by Tandy at
Jesmond for connectors on the way
hame, and spent Friday evening
nutting oput the necessary pin
connections to make a little adaptor
cable to go between the 8-pin DIN on
the Geneve and the 23 pin connector
en the Amiga end of the 1384
cable. May never

use it again but it was money spent
in a good cause. I just hate buying
anything at Tandy but the

Jout carrcctly

alternative was to drive across tow
on Saturday morning. Direct hooky;
to the maonitor would have required i
European SCART connector.

With patience and care and much
strain oOn aging eyes, it all worked
the +first time. i
didn't bother with the sound as the
Geneve is nominally the same as thi
99/4a, Inspection of the Genew
showed a neatly laid out card wit}
only one jumper wire on the back,
In fact there is really | &3
impressive amount o4 computer orf whi
that card, and a fine jub has beer| o+
done on the whole. A less thar| obwv
satisfactory detail is that thi] ext
on-card voltage requlators have nj| sol
heat sinking other than thal| to
provided by the circuit board {(thi| the
PE box crudse supply railas run  hig| see
in Australia and the cards hoi|] tra
because the box is wired for 220V &| if
and the supply here is usually 248 Disi
ar higher). The keyboard was an Al oupr
style made by Fujitsu, and I woulil TV
Say much superior to the Taiwan jol) to &
I'm ucing on an AT clone at work] {e
The only preference would be Ffor || of
larger Enter key. I still like thi
key feel on the old 99/4a better |
it beats just about any othe
keyboard I've ever come acroass '
long term use - if only
enough kevys. There was alsn
ring-bound manual mostly devoted t
Advanced Basic, a language which wa
not supplied but is supposed to b
coming. The US quarto 3 rin
binders are just not satisfactor
and the pages soon tear around th
binding rings with the cheap grad
of paper is used. Addendum pag
were dated Dec 29 / 87 and cover
My-Word, GPL, and some updatf
information. The rest was main
devoted to MDOS, which came in ¢
1.91 and on the information suppli
seemed akin to MS-DOS 2.%x on TBM a
clones. It seemed familiar enoud
on this basis, with some t
differences, such as being
sensitive for ftilenames.
machine also has a strange habit o
altering the caps lock when ygtl
least expect it. Technicat
information was very sparse indeefb

a ceuple of vague memory map
graphics maode generalities, a
external connector details. ;

Fired §
swan. Still don’t know whether TS
is a swan or a duck ar even a gooséC
Should have known right then th#t

it up, and there was t

-




‘really

ether i
jn a goose
then tha

something was wrong because it was
clearly the wrong colar. Every time
I see the swans on Grahamstown
reservoir on the way up to Hawks
Nest they are black, and the one on
the screen was  white. Strangely
enough the ane on the cover aof the
manttal was the right eolor, The
first problem was no fault of the
Geneve’s, a very substantial
horizontal weave due to 58 Hz
magnetic leakage field from the PE
box transfarmer interacting with the
&8 Hz display on the Amiga monitor
which was initially sitting on top
ot the PE box, Thisa monitor is
obviously extremely susceptible to
external fields and the immediate
sglution was to move it as far off
to the side and reorient as far as
the cable allowed. I shall have to
see about strapping the PE box
transfarmer or some other solution
if we have this problem again,
Disks on top of the PEB anycne? On
our normal TI-99 display the large
TV set sits above, behind, and hal#
to the left of the PE box and there
is usually a slowly drifting patch
of fairt discoloration in the lower
right corner, It drifts because the
nominal 58 Hz frame rate of the
display is not synchronised with the
3¢ Hz mains power, An RGB monitor
in a metal rather than plastic case
would presumably help too.

The Amiga 1984 monitor doesn’'t
have good enough resolution
for the OGeneve, just as {t isn’'t
good enough +for the Amiga either,
In that size of screen the @.41 mm
dot pitch is inadequate 4+or 868
column work, and 2.31 wm or better
is needed. The EGA monitor on the
AT clane at work which has 2.3f mm
pitch is only just adequate for the
purpose. CQuricously the large TV I'm
logking at now, at ©.63 mm dot
pitch, has the same total number of
reaplution elements across the
screen as the smaller 1884 monitor.
The sharpness of 40 col display from
the Geneve has just about convinced
me to build up a RGB interface for
thi= TV. The focus is pretty good
too fpr a TV tube, so it is video
bandwidth through the
modulator/RF/IF that is the limiting
factor.
The 448 column digplay is
excellent on the monitor, and the
NTEC wversion +ills more o+ the
screen vertically than does the same
number of lines on a 425 line PAL

~

system. I ¢think I would recommend
the NTSC version to anyone in S8 Hz
countries who intends to use it only
with an RGE monitor, most of which
can- accommudate the 54/48 Hz frame
rate change. If you wish to use the
interlace hi-res mode vyou would
definitely be better off this way
because = of screen flicker. The
problem is like that on the Amiga 1
am sorry to report. I'm not
immediately clear on why this should
be so in the 9938. Perhaps it is
just the sheer amount ot traffic on
the VRAM bus daoesn’t allow enough
input and output. The 9938 specs
don’t really show a S512x414 mode as
such,; and it has to be obtained by
getting the interlaced fields from 2
pages in VYRAM. 1If you look closely
at the 84 column non-interlaced mode
vou will see that only every second
line 1is written to the screen. The
4@ column mode fills both fields but
has onhly to get hal¥ as much
information per line. When ¢
column interlace mode is salected
{easy in My-Word) the scan +ills out’
but thara is flickar. The
oscilloscope I have at home here
isn’t good encugh to see what is
really going on (the delaying sweep
job I have at work is currently out
of action), but I surmise that the
interlaced fields are oanly being
written up one per +frame, instead o+

two per frame, Turning the
brightness way down removes the
flicker as would be expected. This
is another reason why I recommend

the NTSC model as the flicker would
be worse at the same brightness with
the lower PAL rate. The threshold
brightness for flicker perception is
lower for lower repetition rates and
the change between &8 and 5¢ Hz or
as here bDetween 39 and 25 Hz is
quite noticeable (TVs in the USA can
be run brighter than Australian
TVs). The difference between &8 and
3¢ Hz is of course enormous and is
why TV systems are interlaced in the
first place. High res displays
which don*t have to be compatible
with TV receivers are not interlaced

and run at 48 or 78 Hz oar higher
frame rates., The Amiga ASOA hers is
a PAL model and the corresponding

hi-res flicker is worse.

With a certain amount of
searching through the manual we
managed to get a Horizon formatted

and loaded and the GPL and E/A load
path going. This particular Horizon
has a nasty habit of losing its ROS

! -
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on power down which rendered it a Went and CSAVEd Multiplan as..
prime nuisance when the Geneve had| per ingstruction, collected the
to be rebooted. A modified version}] various files on a disik named TIMP
of Funrelweb {(no CRU bit sensing $or ] and loaded it under GPL. Lo and
keys. in &D and @D - it was however | behold it came up in 8¢ columns, but
only ever that specifically allowsd{ an attempt +to bring up the Help on
by the E/A manual) had been done al screen immediately locked up the
while back for a Canadian friend and | machine (see Stop Press). When XBII
this 1naded and ran fine as had| was loaded I couldn’t get it to load
sarlier been reported. Fine that is{ any of the XB programs we had here.
until I attempted to save a +ile and | As the unkindest cut of all it
the whole thing locked up (zee Stop| wouldn’t even load the demo program
PFress), The TI-Writer disk rputines| that came with XBII +for the Myarc the
are usually pretty robust so we] 128K 0S5 on the 99/4a. And every Ane
started lpoking around. My-Word{ load failure resulted in a Jlockup!! of
also crashed when a file was saved.j This guickly became very tiresome. tha
In each case it got far enough to ] Strangely it did 1load one Basic whe
put a nonsense file header on disk, | program, but wouldn’t RUN it as was
and the only way to recover was to] even though this particular program :::
file copy off the other filea to a] runs in XB., The penny didn’t drop the
fresh disk. As far as I can see the| until later., During a lull in the But
probliem lies in the Geneve, and not] action at the HVY? meeting after the witl
in the disk system. We tried it | demo I had time for a quick glance con
again with a new (quad) ROM in the] through a recent Micropendium issue evel
Myarc and wWwith a TI contrnller and| and in there was a comment that XBII wa
the result was always disaster. Was] an the Genave couldn’t handle 4
it the disk drive then ? Well, the | programs over 18k long. Who would
Myarc DM that came with the Geneve) have quessed anything s0 decd
didn’t ~ find any problems in writing]| ridiculously incompetent! Very HV9s
to the disk, but this (I presume) | careful re~-reading of the Myarc
talks directly to the Myarc card's| documentation failed te locate any 3';:‘
disk eontroller chip and bypassas| mention of this. At the time XBII who
the. Geneve. We also tried an|wouldn’t save anvthing to disk The
earlier version of MDOS that had} without locking up so there was My =i
come with the Canadian | little incentive to write programs Hig
correspondence and this didn’t +fly | either. I also tried to run LOGO II had
either, In both cases the Copy| and it did work, at least enough to com
function of MDOS bombed out, Sao | move the turtle., Unfortunately it sal
there ian’'t any cheap excuse +for | wouldn't get anvything <$rom disk. any
Myarc to escape responsibility . Once started the disk just ran until We
the whole thing had . to" be turned manu
This episode did bring out a| off. A full bore LOGO $or the in
major omission from the Geneve| Geneve would be wvery interesting Clin
hardware --- there is NO RESET | (even just a speeded up LOGO II with whic
BUTTON - if the thing locks up vou{ proper I/0Q) : . lagt
have to turn the whole PE box of+f able
and back on again. This is MDOS appears to work after the but
inexcusable and user hostile in the | fashion of of MS-DOS, that bloated worti
extreme, and belongs back in the] and sometimes less capable offspring how
dark ages of the TI-99 console. The | of ugly old CP/M. Mavybe it has some been
TI-99 cartridges I use the most all | hidden strength and beauty what
have a reset button added for the |underneath, but it sure wasn't .,
immanse convenience it provides. | apparent here, A notable omission upsta
Furthermore main power cycling is | is that there is no DEBUG. That assan
the time of greatest stress on the | should be built into th2 system ROM. work
computar. Any EEs who can read JGiven that the MS-D0S path has been the ¢
componegnt spec sheets either kngw | followed, the decision to support
that already or can +igure it out | sub-directories only on hard disks rath
unless they have their heads way up] is not unreasonable. My experience a 'P:
there in the digital clouds. At the|with MS-DOS 3.36 on an AT clone, and j,.
very leaat there should have been | the TI-?? is that, with a 900d 4atai
provicion made to allow wires to one | archiver far those SPECiallearn
to be plugged on to the board |occasions, subdirectories are hardlydebac
without soldering. neesded on. 369K disks,; but definitelysymp‘
so on-1.2Mb disks. That leaves 729Kinvui
\_ M




 bloated
ftspring
has some

beauty |

disks =somewhere in the middle, and
since Myarc are selling 728K (88
track) controllers and upgrades,
they (is "they® the word to use of
Myarc ?) may have painted themselves
into another corner, but not as
tight as the one they did with 16
sactorce/track in DD, =omething they
are still persisting with. Amiga
disks are about this capacity and
make gond use af sub~-directories.

So what is left to discuss on
the Geneve. Mostly My-Word I guess.
Onee  vou get past the sheer delight
of having 89 columns it doesn't sesm
that all that much has been achieved
when you consider . the faster
processor, new video chip, and large
memary available. Now I don't know

the detailed difficulties involved,
but given what Funnelweb has done
with TI-Writer in the cramped

confines of the 99/4a, fighting +or
every byte, My-Word has a long long
way left to go.

We wanted very much to get a

decent demanstration going for tha
HY99 meeting ot the Geneve'’s
graphics powers. There wasn’t a

gingle graphics demonstration in the
wWhole package bevyond the boot-goose.
The write-ups elsewhere mention a
My-Art and mouse package, but the
Mighty Myarc Mouse Marketing Machine
had not bothered to ensure that a
computer sent to this country for
sales / demo purposes was capable of
any graphics demonstrations at all.
We had just got hold of a 9938
manual here as we have some interest
in that chip for the 99/4a, and
Clint Pulley’s 8uick Dirty Lpader
which came in some infarmation late
last year from Canada. Will was
able to to get the 9938 to respond,
but in the time available nothing
worth showing to anyone, no matter
how interested. This would have
been impossible on the strength of
what came with the Geneve and was . a
real

- pain with having to run
upstairs to the TI to edit and
assemble because the Geneve didn’t

work properly for disk operations at
the time, '

The worst failing (systematic
rather than just bad experience with

a particular sample) is the total
lack of information on technical
details. Myarc seem not to have
learned a single thing from the TI
debacle. I think most 99 users are
aympathetic to the difficulties

Lénvnlved,kand a few DSDD disks worth

~

of documentation, source code for
the system ROM and MDOS, and utility
programs in the packages would have
gone a long way to easing the pain
of incampleteness for very little
extra cost. TI maintained a policy
of allowing ohAly a few cantracted
developers any information on the
T1-99 and that only took aff with
good programs atter TI bowed out .and
details filtered aut or were
ferreted out by “individual
programmers, aided by the few but
high ~class tools that TI had
provided in the E/A and TI-Writer
packages. If Myarc don’t wake up to
themgelves, and make it a truly open
system the goose may never flap its
wings at all.

S0 what do we think pf it after
all that. The bottom line is =
would I buy one? The answer is a
qualified yes, but not in any hurry.

Myarc clearly haven't got their act
together wyet, and their policies
seem self defeating. Who needs to

scale a wall of secrecy worse than
T1's $or a machine that will never
sell mare than a few thousand units
- at least it won’t the way it is
going, The beat solution may be to
ignaore the 9449 and keep plugging on
with the 9%/4a until something
clearly superior comes along at an
atfordable oprice, with prospects of
there being a sizable population of
machines +to write for. If you want
ME-DOS and a machine that can
address only &4K at any one time
without flipping segments, you might
as well buy an AT clone. If it is
graphics you want to do, then Myarc
are 4going to have to convince you
that the 94646 is better value than
an Amiga ASZ8. If like me wou just
like the sheer engineering elegance
of the TMS-9999 assembly language
and the thoroughly done device
independent I/0 nf the 99/4a then
the Geneve is a mixed bag. The
instruction set ig still there, but
the intormation on how to use it is
not, and the I/0 system seems to
have lost some of its virtue.

So what else is new? A revisad
version arrived of the RAG Macro
Assembler which now works well
enough to assemble the FWB main
files, which the earlier version
couldn’t handle without generating a
whole pile of erraors. It seems to
run just about the same speed as the
TI assembler. I dan’'t use

it
because it doesn’t have the creatureJ
: o




r:;m4arts af FWB (I hate typing
filenames), doesn't interface
readily with FWB, and doesn’'t
support the DORG directive, which
would be sorely missed. RAGASH is
nevertheless a very +fine effort,
I've been thinking about rewriting
the Tl Assembler myselé but whanever
that wurge satrikes I go program
something easy until the urge goes
avay.

The Vn 4.4 of c99 also appeared
oan the doorstep. The existing
central menu path via CO0 no longer
works, but we'll see what we can dao
for Un 4.1 of FWB. It was however
spectacularly incompatible with the
Miami Menu/ROS 7.! for the Horizon,
even to the extent of locking up
with FWB i+ that had been loaded
from Menu. |Loading 99 direct $rom
Menu caused total disaster, needing
camplete removal, power-down, and

rebuild of the Horizons. Worst
lock-up I’ve encountered vyet, and
none of the standard tricks
sufficed. Bob Carmany sent over an

update (7.3) a+ ROS/Manu which is
supposed to be free of the problem,
but I havern’'t been game to retry c99
with it vet. Installation aof 7.3
with CFG did seem to be a little
quirky at +irst this time but all
worked out eventually. The VUn 2.4
of Barry Boone'’s Archiver shows many
improvements and now sports an
interface to FWB that works.

Bill Harms sent from California
a copy of his CLASS package for the
Triton Super XB cartridge, Looks
very well documented, but wa haven't
been able to +try it put as no-one
out here has that cartridge. Also
available as ‘“share-ware" is a new
all-singing all-dancing program fram
Canada, TELCO, for modem users,
which again rules us put.

On the hardware +front, Neil
Quigg’s 32K+E/A. cartridge has made
its appearance. The first batch had
a little problem with the tongue of
the circuit board being cut too
narrow wWhich caused major lotkup i¥
not inserted dead center. 1 gather
that when it is built out a bit it
works fine. Allowance for resetting
of this cartridge will be built into

modifications issued locally
1earlier. When I've got mine sorted
out and a reset button added, it may
warrant some serious work. 8till
pondering on the best way to use it.

the: next FWB version, and the-

I don’t see that 32k 'is enough to be
any serious gsubstitute for a RAMdisk
- the Horizon is the way to 9o there
~ but it does allow a lot of room
for enhancing existing code or
bBuilding in new utilitiea. It will
bear some more thinking about. I am
waiting with great intereat on
Meil's Horizon replacement with 32K
RAMs and PALs for decoding.

Yes Virginia, there will most
likely be a Un 4.1 of Funnelwsb some
time before next Xmas. There are
already some maoara little touches
that make it even easier to use, and
I've bitten the bullet and started

on a new CONFIG. I'm trying a-

different style (for me that is) of
programming to relieve the tedium of
writing this particular cade.
Tedium probably isn't the right word
- it is mare the paln of keeping
track with multiple indirection and

the odd search, of where items have

to 9o with no spectacular result at
the end of it all -~ just an
installation program. Curiously
though CONFI&Z has gone down well in
North America, the Brits don't seen
too foand of it. I know it was a bit
of & last minute lash-up, but it
does a complex job pretty well. 1
am aware of only one atctual bug - i+
LOAD or UTILL are saved back to disk
without you having gone through thae
editing praocedure, then the Central
Menu filenames may not be correct.
Since the problem is avoidable and
an entirely new version is underway,
I'm not guing ta try to Ffix it,
There isn’t really all that much
more that can be done to Funnelwet
without making special versions for
particular hardware enhancements,

n]
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8o far great pains have been take
to have any or all of its feature
available on a minimal system.

Tha saddest news af the mont
didn't even rate a mention in an

Augtralian newspaper, only on stear

radio in the ABC Science Show. This
Wwas the death of Richard Feynman.

The world suddenly became a much
less interesting place. His way of Netb
looking at things has always been ar alph
inspiration . ever since my days as ; deta
grad student. No computer hobbyisiTher
should miss the account of earlyor

computing obsessions at Los Alamo: Says
in the recent book *Surely you'mOr S

joking, Mr Feynman* -

regi



J Barb, vou know that list of

*¥% STOP PRESS ¥% STOP PRESS #*

The problem with Geneve and the
disk system has been resolved. I am
leaving _the previous discussion
largely intact because it represents
what was seen at the HUPS meeting.
The machine isn't any more faulty
then any other Geneve, ' just an
undocumented peculiarity which abaout
rates as a system bug. The Jan/88
Micropendium had arrivad in
Newcastle the day before, and I had
only had a very brief glance at it
at the meeting. A  more leisurely
read some days later turned up a
little note from Walt Howe to the
effect that if the clock is nat set,
then it interferes with the disk
system, why only or mostly on writes
Only Myare Knows (perhaps). I am o4f
the opinion that clock chips, unless
in an alarm (interrupt timer) mode,
should be like well brought up
children of a bygone era and speak
only when spoken to. Multiplan now
runs fine. A great pity we hadn’'t
seen this bug report befare the club
demo. Myarc must have known about
it 1long aga, and didn't bother to
mention it in their documentation.

40 TO THE
RESCUE

how my wife learned

to appreciate my " +oy™
by
Albert Andarsan

Its Thursday night and the Ilocal
netball club secretary has just been
landed a little job on top of her
hundreds of gther little jobs to be
done yestarday.

players
from the
well the
them in
of the
farms,

details you got
registration last week???
Netbail Association needs
alphabetical order with all
details on these spscial
There's no hurry Barb, Sunday night
or Monday morning will be fine!! (K
says Barb there’s only 28¢ hundred
ar sS4, can’t be much to that!!!

| Friday evening Rarb realises that
| this little job is going to reguire
| some assistance and my dear wife has

~

Eeen Barbas assistant in Limes of
need for guite a while now, so Barb
rings Karen, Karen says vouurrreee
kidding... how can vyou do that
befare Monday??? Hang an a minute
Barb, Karen sees Albert... dear,
vyau know your computer? Yes dear I
lknow my somputer rather well...
Will it go through a list of names
and put the names in alphabetical
order along with the rest of the
information with the name??? It
might WHYYY ?? Well vou see we've
{notice WE) got this *little' job to
do for the netball clube.....
Ok then I get the picture.
Barb 9ot up to and what is neaded?
Well she’s been going for 2 /2
hours and =0 far she has done the
A's, B's and just started the C’s...
good I  s=ay, she should be done by
about a week Wednesday at that
rate... it isn't funny says Karen,
can that stupid {note stupid)
computer do samething or not???
Settle down dear, I think it can,

What has

Well, you see I've been waiting for
this moment for so longg... 1 have
this beaut 1little program that T
bought from SPC Software in the USA,
a couple af years ago called
Data-Base 1, I think that it will do
the job BUT.... but what??? Well
you ses dear my ‘stupid? (just
digging it in) computer is one of
the old fashioned anes that needs to
be fed with ddta in order for it to
operate  on it. Well, so what does
that mean?? That means someone is
going to have to do the feeding and
that someone is YOU!!! What, I have
to type all that stuff in anyway??
That's right.. Well what use is
that, I might as well type it
straight on the sheets?? Fine by me
but I thought you said it had to be
in alphabetical order??? 0Ohh xxxxx
HEXHX, that’s right, wall what
now??? Captive audiance,
perfect...ha, ha!!!

Mow. dear, make us a nice little cup
of coffee then I'11 begin to justify
my spending all that time and money
on this ‘stupid’ computer.

Mow I will load it up and show

you

what iz going on, then I will type
in the required data at the prompts
{(see all the big computer terms I’'m
chucking in there, 9ot her head
spinning already) for the 4+irst
couple of files and then its up to
YOUu to get the other 195 or so in,

monkey see, monkey do type +ashi99/

-
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and this
the rest.

*stupid*® computer will do
OK, OK I get it...

1:13%am Saturday morning and I can’t
stand the tap, tap, tap, dsshdt,
dsshdt, dsshdt any more. You see my
computer shares our bedroom with us
and this sudden role reversal has me
tossead, The boot is now on the
other fo0t and I think she has
become aoblivious to time... dear,
how is it going?? do vyou know the
time?? vyes dear, its going 0K, just
another 42 to go now'!!! How about
finishing it aoff in the morning...
you don’t have to do it all in oOne
g0. . well you didn’t tell me that,
did you??? She’s right I didn*t tell
her that and I said monkey see,
monkey do!!'t OK then, when you
finish the next file type END, wait
for it to be saved to disk then schut
the thing down... pleeaasse!!!

Saturday morning she’s
straight into again... tap, tap,
tap, dsshdt,dsshdt,dsshdt. 1 get
up, 40 the normal motherly things
one does
then.... that's the last one
what now??? This better be worth
it!t! Well dear, you know how long
it took Barb to sort out the A,B and
a bBit of the C's, well hang on and
watch this., Readvy... see where it
says SORT, well you hit that key and
111 hit the stop watch,.OK...90...

imin3Ssec data from disk into memory
- all 192 +files. 2ZminSPsec, data
sorted, d4dminldsec data resaved tD
disk ALL SORTED. In typical
non-computer style Karen says...
well what did all that mean???
didn’t seem to do much'!! That’s it
dear, all done, finished, sorted....
that’s what you wanted!!! Well now I
need it on these forms don’t 1777
0K, 9K I think vyou can- -have a rest,
111 get the thing on paper +for you.

dear,

A little bit of fiddling and
learning about printer codes and the
lend of Pete Smith and his EBrother
1169 printer {(thanks again Pete) to
handle the pre-printed forms and
bingo.... the +inished product,
just as to spearcification.

We took the completed forms back to
Barbt on Sunday afternoon and I don't

think she guite believed that it was
done. 1 asked Barb, havnh’t the
Metball Associaticon got a computer

to do all this??? Yes I think they
have but I don’t think anyone knows
how to use it... vyeah.. that would

be right 1 said to myselds. A little:
bit of chit-chat and Barb now thinks:
that Texas Instruments computers ars.
the best in the world, Karen nag
longer considers that ’*my  baby® is
STUPID and I think we have converted.
a couple of computer "not" users, L

{ate Monday morning Karen receives a
nice bunch of flowers in,
appreciation of her efforts from the:

up and

pn a Saturday morning and

netball club....npw wasn't thatg
nicel!tt!

From the Aprril 1985 Issue of the |
surlford ¢¢fer Newsletter comes this

short progranmn.

Have you ever wondered what kind of
noises that your computer will make?
We all know that it will play music,:
but what about that sounds that are
built in? Well, this little program
will let you run through them, :

192
1148
12¢
130
1s8
139
168
178
18

FOR Z=-1 TO -8 STEP -1
CALL CLEAR

CALL SOUND(190@,2Z,d)
CALL SCREEM(-Z+2)

PRINT “NOISE NUMBER ";Z
CALL SOUND(4,Z,38) -
NEXT 2 f
GUTO 199

END
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myself
simple
programme. I
printers

DISK LABEL

PRINTER

a program
by

Brian Rutherford

Here is a little programme

find handy,. I wrote

when I could not
disk label

had fancy

would printout

find

that

you
it for

printout
label
all

sorts of fancy letters and borders,

but I had to-type them in. Others
that would print out the whole disk
directory, but nothing that wouilad
just print the disk name. Could

have done it with FUNNELWEB but that

meant I would have
S0 with this progoramme you
 just put the disk in the

Wwriting.

had to do

drive

the

and

it will then read the name and print

it

middle
to all the l1azy people like me.

in

119 DISPLAY ERASE ALL :: CAL
. L SCREEN(1&):: GOTO 13@ :: C
ALL COLOR :: CALL CHAR :: CA
LL HCHAR :: CALL VCHAR :: CA
LL ERR :: CALL KEY
120 FN,K,S,%,Y,DEVS,A% :: '@
p- .
130 FOR K=@ TO 13 :: CALL CO
LOR(K,18,1):: NEXT K :: FOR
K=138 TO 135 :: READ AS$ :: C
ALL CHAR(K,A®) :: NEXT K
149 CALL HCHAR(2,2,138):: CA

double
af

sized print 1in

an address label,

188 DATA "J90P9@1lFiF181818*,
"OSGAPIFFFF ", " AAAGPBFBF31818
isa*,"18lg8181818181818",*1818
i181FiF¥,¥191812FAF3*

LL HCHAR(2,3,131,28):: CALL
HCHAR(2,31,132);: CALL VCHAR
(3,2,133,28) 11 CALL VCHAR(3,

31,133,240

158 CALL HCHAR(23,2,134):: C
ALL HCHAR(Z3,3,131,28):; CAL
L HCHAR(23,31,135):: CALL HC
HAR(5,8,131,18):: CALL SCREE
N(S)

168 DISPLAY AT{(4,6):"Disk na

me printout® DISPLAY AT(1
#,2) ! *Printer name PIO®" :: D

ISPLAY AT(12,2):i“Drive numbe

roi®

the
a2 boon

17¢ ON ERROR 298

18& IF FM>1 THEN 2ga¢a

198 FN=1 ACCEPT AT(19,15)

BEEP SIZE(-13):DEVS :: OPEN

#1:DEVS

288 FN=2 ACCEPT ATI(12,15)

BEEP VALIDATE(*123")SIZE(~1)

:DEVS

214 OPEM H2: "DSKLDEVEL", ¥, I

NPUT ,RELATIVE, INTERNAL

228 DISPLAY AT{14,4)BEEP:*P}

ace disk in drive "jDEVS:"
And press enter®

239 CALL KEY(3,K,S)::

13 THEN Z3@

243 INPUT HZ2'A® :: DISPLAY A

T(12,2):*Disk name “"{A% :: P

RINT ®1:CHR®(14)3TAB(INT( (20

-LEN(A%)) /2)) ; A%

259 CLOSE H2

269 DISPLAY AT(22,2)BEEP:"An

ather disk Y/N*

279 CALL KEY(3,K,S):: IF K=

9 THEN DISPLAY AT(22,2):*¢ :

! DISPLAY AT(Ll4,2):"":"n1¥ns

um GOTO 21& :: ELSE IF K<

78 THEN 278

2849 DISPLAY AT(12,8)ERASE AL

L BEEP:“Thank you* !: CLOSE

IF K<>

#L 1 FOR K=1 TO 1@ :: GOSUBR
359 1: MEXT K :: DISFLAY ER
ASE ALL I: END

298 CALL ERR(X,Y):: CALL SCR

EEN(14):: DISPLAY AT{L4,2):"
Hs B WM

308 FOR K=i TO 18 :: DISPLAY
AT (14,3)BEEP! “{<<<{-1/0 ERRO

R-3>>>" :: GOSUB 355 :: DISP

LAY AT(14,3):"" :: GOSUB 350
1 NEXT K :: RETURN 318

312 OGN ERROR 33%

32¢ CLOSE #FN

330 CALL ERR(X,Y)

348 CALL SCREEN(S)::
179

359

i: GOTO 3248
RETURN

FOR Y=1 TO i@ ::
RETURM

NEXT Y

to note with the
the RETURN 318 at the
393, The, programme

or without that
there is a RETURN 78
at line 349. Yet the XB manual says
quote "if a line number is specified
by an ON ERROR the line humber must
be the beginning of a subroutine
similar to that called by a GOSUR,
It should end with a RETURN
statement.® & that is the reason I
put the two RETURN statements in the
programme. One error routine picks
up a bad input, such as printer name
etc, and the other to trap the file
closing routine i+ the computer
canhot close a file that it did n?ij

A point
programme is
aend o+f line
works with
statement, as

-




open properly, but nor can it open a
file of the same number if the file
it could not close was not closed.
Dnea nnt malke sense does it? but
that is the system I have been led
to believe +rom everything I have
read on it. Alsa the CALL ERR
statement does some funny things
with TRACE. Add a TRACE to start of
line 178 and then put in a bad
printer name when prompted. You
will find the trace print out on the
screen never shows it getting to
line 29¢ which has the first CALL
ERR in it though as the screen
changes colour it must do. As well
it doesn't show it getting ¢to line
33 but when I add a CALL SOUND to
that line that works, so it must get
there also. . Hopefully somebody put
there will read this and enlighten
us all as to what 1s happening.

CALL FILES

1st of 3
by
Bebh Carmany

the articles

This is another of those
*projects*” that Paul Mulvaney
suggests from time to time (and 1
may have decided take a “whack® at a
bit prematurely)., At any rate, we
are 9going to take a look at +files

and the TI.

one

Before we go into this rather knotty
subject, I would like to digress a
bit about .about what direction we
are 9goping to go with this series of
columns. The  first and second
€olumns will bhe concerned with the
basics of file management. We will
be discussing OPEMN statements {n
some depth and then a discussion of
the other statements that can be
used with file management. Most o4
that will come in the second
installment in the series. The last
column
management and, more specifically,
how. I accessed the +files in my
FILE/READ program that appeared some
time ago in this newsletter, ‘

Basically, a file
a link between the
bunch of data.

e

computer and a
The TI is a very

will deal directly with file

is used to create.

unusuali ‘beast" - it cansiders
just about everything to be a file!}
To establish a link, vou must first]
OPEN the file and give it a specific|
file number. The format of the OPEN
statement looks like this:

OPEN #filenumber tdevice—-filenams
[+ile-organizationl[,file-typel
[,modell,rec-typel -

The items within the bracketz are?’
optional and, if not specified, a
default will be supplied.

Let’s examine
segment by segment.
can be any number
The only restriction is that & is|
used by the computer to designate|
the acreen and keyboard so it really}
can’t be used as a wvalid file|
number., It remains in an OPEN state
all the time. ‘ '

the OPEN statement|
The file number |
between @-233. |

Following the colon (:)} is the |
device-name. It must be a valid]
string and either enclosed in gquotes
or be a string variable ending with
a dollar sign ($). Examples are!

OPEN #1:"PIO*®
OPEN #i:A%® (where A$=YDSK1.LOAD*)

If CS1 or CS2 are designated as a
device-+ilename, no filename needs
to be specified. Others, like
*PIO", do  not need to have a
f+ilename gspecified either, Disk
references de, however {see the
axample above).

The rest of the OPEN statement

containg information that may or may
not be included. If the individual-
items are not specified, the
defaults will be supplied by the
computer. In our discussion, the
default values will be marked with
an asterislk (¥).

1. The file-organization can be one|
of two types: ' ‘

*¥SEQUENTIAL files are thpse that are
processed in the same order that]
they are saved {ie. | record #1i, |
#2,43,etc.). SEAUENTIAL files maybe |

either FIXED or VARIABLE in 1length
but the default is VARIABLE (see
below) . .

RELATIVE +files may be processed in
any arder (is. randomly). RELATIVE
+iles maybe processed sequentially
as well. All RELATIVE files pusfj
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(:ave a FIMED length (see below).

II.. The file-type may also be oane
of two different types:

*¥DISPLAY +iles are in a form that
can be read by us ‘poor humans’® {(ie.
ASCII). If the Files are to be
printed or displayed on the screen,
this is probably the best choice for
gaving or retrieving files.

INTERMAL files are in a form that is
decipherable only by the computer.

They are written {n binary and
generally take up less space to
store the same amount of

information.

I11. There are several different
modes in which to OPEN a file;

INPUT specifies that the file can
only be read from. No other actiagn
can be taken, :

OUTPUT specifies that a +ile can
anly be written to.

APPEND s=pecifies that the file can
only be added to (ie. naW records
added to the end of the presently
existing file}.

*UPDATE specifies that the file can
be both read and written to.

Iv. The record-type maybe one of
twa types but there are Iome
restrictions:

#VARIABLE +iles may have any length
up to the maximum number specified.

FIXED +iles have a specific length
and are padded to the specified
length with zeros.

The default length for each record
is specified +for some peripheral
devices. The default is &4 +or
cassettes, 88 for disks, 88 for
RS5232 devices (including PIO), and
32 for the TI Thermal printer.

That takes wus through the QPEN
statement.” Let's see what that
simple OPEM statement looks like to
the computer with the defaults in
brackets supplied by the computer.

OPEN #1:“PIO"[,SEQUENTIAL)
{,DISPLAY]L,UPDATE]IL,VARIABLE 8¢1

\ I

DOUBLE
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~—— T.XI. Happenings

by Jaj;:k Suéfhr-ue )
E _Douglas MA B1516 :

BLUE RIBBON II

Last tise in our IMPACT coluan we presented Asgard Software with the (988 Blue Ridbon Award +or outstanding
cossercial support of our 99 and for the upgraded Seneve 9440 from Myarc, We wrote sbout some of the gases (LEBENDS,
HIGH GRAVITY, DALLOON WARS, etc.) that would satisfy aost gase enthusiasts {like syself) and prosised to cosplete an
overview of the company’s excellent products produced by soae of the sost gruninent prograssers and artists in the TI
consunity.

However, aost grownups prefer the utility software to gases these days. In a way, thaths too bad: we don’t want to
take the FUN out of computing because people might mistake us for [BN owners.

There is a way out of this dilesai. Asgard. Sose of the utilities are so auch fun you feel you are playing games
or solving puzzles Instead of working at tasks.

Let’s peek at a few.

TOTAL FILER, for exasple, is ay favorite data base. It’s free fora and written entirely in extresely fast 99
(though it cam load and run through 1B, TI¥, or £/A). I also like and use CREATIVE FILING SYSTEN and PR BASE, twa
extraordinary Fairware data bases. But | use TOTAL FILER more often for sore reasons, It is quick. Nothing difficult
tc load and be forced to figure out peculiar keyboard patterns for a pile of menus. TF is designed for the user. It
is sisple, easy, gquick, clean. Though it has been prosoted as a way of putting all your TI WNriter files intg
easily-accessed electronic index cards {the kind of progras writers dreaa of and is done better by TF than by ANY data
base for ANY coaputer, believe ael, I still prufer it for those norsal kinds of files one uyses about the home or work.
1 use it for all the filing | need to do with my Sth-grade class. I use it for my collection of P.G. Wodehouse books
and all ay audio and video tapes. I have used it for collections of these IMPACT articles, as well as for poeas and
easays | wrote when [ needed to pull thea togather for books, This makes ay FUNNELWER (or whatever TIW vou use) a lot
sore potent; too. There is no lisit to the nusber of files serviced by TF. You don®t have to worry about sorts., In
seconds, TF*ll find dnything you’ve key-worded when creating your file. Let’s say [ created a Nodehouse file and
listed JEEVES AND THE TIE THAT BINDS. I keyworded the following: Jeeves, Bertie, Madeline, Dahlia, Runkle, politics,
I also had a sasall write-up on the book with publication dates, etc. I tan call it all up with the title. Or I can
(i I forgot the titlel remeaber that Nadeline was in it or it was about pelitics or that Bertie was staying at his
Aunt Daklia’s. 1f 1 type any of those words above, the DISK would be IMMEDIATELY read for all instances of, say,
Dahlia. 1 could then key through all the Dahlia books until the right one popped up. Runkle, however, is only in this
book. If I keyed that ia, the stuff would be stinding before ax an the screen. There are so sany things you can do
with TF {including printing out the individual entries or 4 saster listing) that I doa’t wish to take up this somewhat
generic overview raview with all the ways one could use it.

Thare are little specialty prograss put out by Asgard, toot STAMP NANAGER (for stasp collectors); RECIPE WRITER
{now updated for serious cooks) with volumes of recipes in the ELECTRONIC GOURNET package; PRE-GCAN IT! (to speed up
and reduce XB prograss even if you aren't a programser); MUSIC SYNTHESIZER tfor the novice to create music om the T1);
TUSNEL OF DOOM EDITOR {which iets youw create your own TUD gases, including weapons, sonsters, graphics, text}; SCREEN
SCROLL PACKAGE [for adding all kinds of assesbly itess to 1B even without knowing assesbly); and so on.

Tuo outstandingly versatile and yseful prograss are the old (but updated with all kinds of new features and speed)
SCHEDULE MANAGER and the new EI-KEYS.

The #urler, an integrated appointment book, is filled with so many easy, instant features that you'll wonder how
you ever existed withoot it before. This is a lot like using & typewriter and discovering wordprocessing. You can
have up to a full screen of appointaents or comaents on each day of a é-sonth calendar (which updates}. The fasous
Asgard pull-down wenus let you access any part of Rhe program. SN also features a J0-page notehook for nases,
addresses, phanes, and so such sore.

Probably the utility blockbuster for XB prograsmers and novices this vyear will be EI-KEYS. It’s simply an
astounding piece of softwarz, MNhen 1 first heard the nane 1 thought it was ancther prograa to aake comsand macrokeys,
And that was it. Llots of hype, little value. ¥as I wrong! Although this progras makes macrokeys of EVERYTHING, it is
just one of the unusual things it does. It does, however, bring macro-ing to the State of the Art by being able to
detine 55 keys to contain the comsands you use that kiad of grogram for, but you, the user, can put up to 471
ctharacters of utilities, keystroke cosbos, progras code, WHATEVER, on every single one of these keys and - get this

~
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- thain thes together for further cosbinations! E1 gives you full cursor cantrol. The secret word is FULL! You can
alea change screen colors while prograsming and sore and scre and aore, EI will sit behind most programs (I’ve found
none that it doesa’t, including hybrids with assesbly.) so you can pull into that program any of the EI featores for
direct use or persanent customjzing. ladgine what this can do for your sost- often used prograss! Excellent
docusentation, the hallaark of Asgard, is hardly necessary because of the ease of use and clarity of intent,
Readrkadie!

Asgard has becose the unquestioned leader in graphics and electronic pudlishing in the TI world. I you cosbine
the Public Domain MAXI-RLE and the latest Fairware FUNNELWER with the stuff from Asgard, you can practically create a
toaplete standard of all the TI industry’s qraphic design out there. Desktop publishing has come of age for us all,
The big progras fros Asgard in this arez is FONTMRITER II, With it you can do fiyers and signs and reports and
letterheads and anything your isagination will let you do. You can combine text with pictures (even on the sase line)
right out of a TI Writer file. There dre aleost 200 typefaces availabie in TI-Artist and CSED format {some with Lhis
dick) and FONTMRITER can use thes all! The image~creation flexibility is enorsous. Asgard alo puts out voluses o
ARTIST FANTS {for TI-Artist or FONTNRITER}; ARTIST INSTANCES (by subject matter - Moeray’) featuring anisals, hoilidays,
home, people, cosputer, ete.; ARTIST ENLARGER which lets you enlarge or reduce or stretch or squesze in any direction
any tont or instance to use with FOMTRWRITER or TI-Artist. Asgard also has four packages of GRAPHI COMPANIONS.
Hundreds of fonts, cliparts, borders, pictures, animation sequences, and so on for people with GRAPHX (or o a sore
linited degree NAI-RLE, but preferadly baoth for easy conversions) to become part of this electronic publishing. GRAPHX
SLIDESHOW by Paul Eharltpn will display & fuil disk of RLE or GRAPMI pictures in sanual or automatic settings,

Whew!

¥hat has happenad is that Asqard produces and distributes software faster that it can be reviewed in a coluan like
this. This is not 2 complaint., The prograss continue to get A ratings froa XICR0pendiaa and many newsletters. It's a
tospany worth jnvestigating. Mr. Bobbitt prowises sose really exciting new software *that’ll knock your socks off®
coming up soon. [, for one, can’t wait. - :

For free cataleg and price list, write to Asqard Software, PO Box [030b, Rockville, MD 20850,

Tell *es [apact sent you.
Enjoy!
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