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HOUSTON USERS? GROUP
[FOR THE TI-994A & COMPATIBLES)

MEETING SCHEDULE

FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

HUG TIBBS - (713) 475-8909 (2nd Sunday if 1st Sunday
24—-hour BULLETIN BOARD is on a holiday weekend)
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AT THE NEXT MEETING

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1987 - 2 P.M.

St. John’'s School - 2401 Claremont

There's a SWAP MEET planned for the November meeting folks!
So put on your grubbies, pack up all of that software n°
equipment you have that hasn’'t seen the light of day since, er,
you can't remember when and haul it on down for sellin’'-n-
tradin’. Be sure not to miss it ‘cause they’'ll be lot’'s to see.

tttltt*ttttttttttt!tt!t!!ttt!tl!tt!ttttttttttt!ttttt!!tttt!!t*ttttttttttt

IN THIS ISSUE

Featured BK's Christmas Songs - Review by Kim Peterson
Articles: MSAVE Everything! ———- Tutorial by Henry Schlereth
Data Base Managers ~—— Review by Bill Goskill #
Other Best 0° Boards Best 0°' Newsletters «
Departments: HUG Classifieds Meeting & Member Info
Editors SoaPEBox Vendors Holiday Sales

tttttttt!t!ltt!ttft!tttt!tttttttttt!!tt!ttlttt!t*ttt!t!tt!ttttt!t!ttttttt

1987 HUG OFFICERS

President --- LARRY PIPKIN .. 499-9991 Exec. Asst. - TOM JAY ....... 850-0222
Membership/VP BOB McCARTHY .. 955-7939 Soft. Libr. - LARRY PIPKIN .. 499-9991
Program/VP -- BOB FLOYD ..... 455-1447 Nwsltr. Libr. KIM PETERSON .. 498-3047
S.1.6./VP ~-- EWELL BRIGHAM . 422-B6416 Cart. Libr. - TO BE POSTED .. 555-1234
Secretary --- TERRY LeFEVRE . 660-8774 Treasurer --- RUTH HERMAN ... 271-4171
BBS/Sys0Op --- BILL KNECHT ... 473-5713 Editor ------ KIM PETERSON .. 498-3047
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THIS NEWSLETTER IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY DY TME HOUSTON USERS® SROUF. ANY OPINIONG OR ENDORSEMENTS ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHOR,

AN e Y __NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OFFICIAL OPINION OF °'HUS'. PERANISSION TO REPAINT SRANTED TO OT
SUBSCRIPTION IS FREE WITH NENSERSHIP. § TO OTHER USER SROuUrs.
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(x>: HUG Meeting date

HUG MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Annual renewal fees for HUB are $10. A ONE TIME initiation
tee, far new sesbers ONLY, is $10. The initiation fep, used to
purchase user group equipsent, entities the new meaber to receive
six free prograss - of his own choosing - from the groups Public
Dosain software library. Mesbers receive a monthy issue of the
HUG newsletter, may order additional prograss from the software
library and are peraitted access to all “user® levels the groups
electronic bulletin board, {BBS) HUG-TIBBS. All renewal and/or
new aesbership fees must be sent to the groups Secretary at:
Houston User broup, c/o Ruth & Sandy Herman, 6219 Sanford Road,

Houston, Tx. 77096. Meabership applications are available either
troa Ruth, at the same address, or the club bulletin board (PBE}:

HUB-TIBBS at (713) 475-B8909. Please direct any questions

regarding current mesbership to the Nesbership VP, Bob McCarthy &
(713) 935-793%

HUG MEETING LOCATION MAP

UESTHEINER Rd.
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Individual HUG Nembers

Commercial Avertising Rates
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Full Page: $13.00 per mo.
Halt ° {0.00 * °

List your PERSONAL
software/harduare iteas

i/4 ° 7.0 * ° wanted or for sale for

i/g ° %00 * ° e L S
Business l FREE :

Cards 2,00 * ° pommmmecacncanccnd

in this section.
(Bulti-Mo. disc. available)

FOR SALE

TELECOMMUNICATING EQUIPMENT - Compuserve Starter Kit unopened
$25.00, Volksmodea 300 Baud MODEM, ac adapter, TI RS232 cable....
$40.00 Call RON HODGMAN @ (713) 33B-B4I8B evenings

P-CODE CARD -  Includes all docs plus all systea disks.
Linker, cospiler, editor, filer - Price is #$70.00 fira.
Contact GARY TANNER @ (512) 647-3540 (it recorder answers, leave
asq and Bary will return your call.)

PRINTER & NODEM - C.Ioth Model 8510 PRINTER $150.00. Hayes
12004 External Modea $100.00. All equipment works good and has
docs. Call MARWYNNE KUHN € (713) 332-5800 After 5 pa Before {0

pa.

BASIC EQUIPMENT - TI-99/4A console (still in box), XB, Speech
Synthesizer. $70.00 Leave Nsq on HUG-TIBBS to: DAVID RIRSCH

SYSTEM - 2 silver consoles, PEB w/2 DSDD GQume drives, J2K,
R5232, Corcomp DD Controller and TI Disk Controller, 2 Speech
Syn., cassette recorder, widget, joystick, IXB, HNini-Mea, E/A,
TiW, Multiplan, Approx 23 soduies, 200 disks of progs, magazines,
extra PS for drives, also 500 baud sodem. NOW everything for
only $400.00. Call JERRY ILLING @ (713) £64-7039 (home) or ({713)
b66-9880 (office)

ASSORTED EGUIPMENT - Stand Alone 32K & TI Disk Controller, 2
Drives, Tl Printer, TI Monitor, 11 Modem, Suma Sketch Board, TI-
Writer, XB cart, Multiplan. Call JOHN PIERCE & (713) 556-2193
(work) or (713) 370-4727 {hose).

P-CODE CARD - with docs and software in-cluding Compiler $150.
Leave asg for GARY HUX on HUG-TIBBE.

LOT'S OF 600DIES - 3 black/silver consoles w/speech syn., Exp
box w/P-Code, Morning Star 128K sea, Tl disk controller, 2 TI
R6232, TI 32K card, Myarc/Western Digital hard disk, 2 10 aeg
hard drives, bram Kracker (80 K), Mini Mea., Super Space II,
EXB, Ed/Assa, TI-Writer, T1 Multiplan, 3 Floppy DSDD drives,
Spare 32K and TI floppy, Tl Color eonitor, nmore techical docs

than you can carry, M6 Explorer, M6 Advanced Diagnostics,
47/Talk, Super Forth, Pascal and amore. All perfect ... not

beat up. Nill consider selling all or part.....Lets Deal! C(all
JIN WRRAY 8 (713) 479-3297 atter 9 pe or (713) 282-1759 M-F days
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EQUIPKENT LIST UPDATE

The question and answer sessions, held at the aonthly meetings, have provided an excellent arena for the exchange of valuable
software and hardware inforsation on our 99/4A's. However, most probleas don't usually crop up the day “before” the nonthly aseeting,
(more likely the day "after®, as past experience has shown). In the past, it has always been very heipful to know which tellow eeaber
has equipaent sisilar to our own, that might be able to provide help in time of need. Fortunately this has worked out very well as
we've got quite a few knowledgeable folks who are always glad to help out a fellow sesber. It has been some tise since we had a
updated sesber equipment list, so I've compiled a new questionaire fros those I've seen used in other groups throughout the country.

PLEASE take a brief moment of what I know is your valuable time to detach the questionaire fros the newsletter, fi1ll it out and
place it in the mail. A second option is to bring it to the next aeeting and give it to an Officer, (however, that doesn’'t mean to qive
it to Bill Rister - grin). A final list will be published shortly atter the holiday season.

TAKE NOTE: Results of the questionaire will be provided freely ONLY to those who have submitted a questionaire of their omn! So,
if you think you'd be interested in having a resource list like this one be SURE to fill one out. With the advent of the HNyarc 9640
(Beneve) and the increasing availability of used equipsent a list of this type should be of great value.

e 1 |

Houston Users Group
c/a Kim Peterson
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HOUSTON USERS GROUFP - QUESTIONNAIRE

Mamber's Name: Home Phone: ( ) Date:
Mailing Address: Work Phone: ( )

City, State, Zip:

Where did you hear about our user group? L]l Friend [1l Newspaper [l Bulletin Board
L] Dealer (] Other:

Do you use your TI-99/4A: (] Daily? Ll Weekly? -~ Average time per session:

Please check the particular arsas of interest below that you would be interested in either
seeing at the meetings and/or pursuing with the help of the club:;

HARDWARE SOF TWARE
(] Modifying your Existing Hardware - (1l Demo’s of new programss _______ -
L] 32k in console, [] Speech in console - (] Demo’s of older programs: _________ —_—
(]l Demo’s of new hardwares ______ (] How to use TI-Writer/Multiplan -
(] Demo’s of Original hardware ________ = L] How to modify existing software -
[l How to repair your system components - L] Learning new programing languages ________
TELECOMMUNICATIONS MEETINGS
[] How to access "HUG-TIBBS" BBS - L] What would you like to ses MOST at the monthly
(BBS: Bulletin Board System) mestings? Please be specific:

] How to set up your own system for BBS access -

L] Would you like to see demo’'s of Database services?
L] yes Lo e e T s

] Do you belong to any other Time Sharing Sytstem? L] Would you offer to help at meetings with a

(] GEnie? L] CompuServe? (] The Source topic you know well? I+ yes, list topics:
] Delphi? [] Other:

(] 99/4a console [] Peripheral Expansion Box [] Extended Basic {] Wordprocessor
L] Joysticks [] Speech Synthesizer ] TI L] TI-Writer
] B/W monitor () Disk Controller Card? (1l Other: __ L1 Funnel-Writer
(] Color monitor L1 TI T[] CorComp (1 Myarc L1 Mini-Memory L) Other: _____
(] Cassette L] Disk Drives: [l Editor Assembler [] Spreadsheet
(] GRAM Kraker Quantity: ____ £) Term. Emulator I1I L] Multiplan
{1 P-Code Card Type: (ie 8S/5D) —— e Ll Loge I or I1I (] Other: ____
[J Printer: [J Hard Disk: Size: ___ MB []1] Plato (] Data Base Mgmt
[1 TI L1 Epson L1 32k Memory Card £l Pascal (] Type __________
() Gemini (] Star L] 128k " {1l UCSD L] Business Soft.
L]l Axiom L1l Oki L1 206k " " L] Other: ___ L] TI-Count
L} Others ____ L1 S12k * " [] TI-Pilot L) Futura
(1] MBX Expansion System (] Horizon RAMdisk (] Forth [l Other: ____
[l 9900 Expansion " Ll 80 Column Card L] ¢c-99 (] Graphics
(] Modem: [] Adventure Games L1 GRAPHX
L3 300 baud £l Acoustic (] Smart Modem {] Educational Soft. L] TI-Artist
L1 300/1200 baud [] Direct Connect L] Homemads (] Utility Software L] Printers Apprentice
(] Hexbus Adaptor L] "Side port" equipment L]l Other: e
(] Myarc Geneve ] Triton Turbo PC ¢l Other Category: ____________ = ~—"——=====
1 Future T1 Team ey o
(] Future Tl Items you o o purchasmer I
(] Other Computers Owned:

il S A i S il S g L L F F W) _-_—-—-——__———_ —--————---—_-—-_--—_-—_-—---— R ey S ----—_-—__--- _-.—-—----

Please indicate a committee YOu would be willing to assist:

(] Program Committee (] Special Interest Groups [l Software Library L] HUG Newsletter

L] Newsletter Library L]l Membership Committee L] Cartridge Library L] Equipment Committee
(J Publicity Committee) (1 Other (That we haven't thought ofy ______

Additional comments or suggestions:

—-'_-—-_-----_---_— il W S ———-—--------—-— T N S S T R S S el A -—----—--—._ A e S S L s L -

—— —"--'-‘--_—'-“-_---_-_---_-—-_-—-_------*—--_-___-*- _---—---“-—— --—---——__-—— -—---—__—---.—.-—-—---—-_-- L Y L Y g— -

— _-—-—ﬁ‘-_-'_‘-_-- -—-—------ﬁ-—---—------ﬁ—--—n-*-“——-—_————-——--——-———----_-—_------_-_“-_-ﬂ“__-- e —

Houston Users Group, c/o0 Kim Peterson, 13107 Bafing, Houston, Texas 770992244



Editors SoaPEBox

ANNOUNCENENT - The November meeting will be held on the SECOND Sunday, the Bth of Noveaber. The facilities at St. John will not be
available for our regularly scheduled tise. However, be sure to attend as we will have our big annual "Swap Meet® and just in tise for
Christmas too. Gather up all the loose harware you have laying around gathering dust, those cartridges and accessories that were so
valuable way back when, but now sees out of place. Bring‘ea on down and sake a REAL deal. Reseaber, this ain‘'t the early 80°s, so
sake the itess priced to SELL. After all, you don't wanna hafta haul‘es back home and put ‘es back in the closet do you?

MONTHLY MEETINGS - The last couple of aseetings, primarily Question & Answer (QLA) jaa sessions, have turned out resarkably well. A
whole bunch of software and hardware questions were brought up with an equal nusber of answers, (helpful suggestions for those
questions of the “twilight zone® variety). They were very productive sessions indeed, HUB-TIBBS, the qroups BES, received amany
positive comments on the QA format along with requests for additional time at future seetings. Hereafter, we'll try to run a tighter
agenda to allow more time for QkA's, sosething along these lines: '

Time Length Agenda
(PM)  (sin,) (¢# variable length)

2:00 13 HUG Business, 0ld & New

2115  #43 Formal Programae
3:00  #60 Question & Answer Session
4:00 - "Vasonos a Casa!" {ie. git'on hose)

(In case you're wondering why | used the word "prograsse”, sose of the groups Single-5ided/Quad Density sembers think of ‘“programsing®
when discussing the Forsal Progasme. While sometimes that may be the case, when the subject IS programing of one kind or other, it 1is
not always necesarily so. Therefore I resort to the import, (one can hardly get away trom thes now-a-days'). 1t anyone has any
coasents or suggestions on the subject, I1'd be glad to hear thes - which brings up another matter....

NEMBER INPUT - For those of you with cosments and suggestions, and those of you who don’t, 1 would like to encourage you to fi1l  out
the attached questionnaire. In addition to enabling the compilation of a sesber sorftware/hardware resource list, it will aid the HUB
officers in their plans for future aeetings. THEY CAN'T GIVE YOU WHAT YOU YOU WANT IF YOU DON'T TELL THEM. It will also indicate
which individuals would be willing to assist in the running of the group and those of particular expertise. Remesber, this 1s YOUR
user group - you're only going to get out what YOU are willing to put in. As they say, "speak up, or forever hold your peace®....

NOVEL IDEA - Here's a something that's making the rounds of the other users groups - Cartridge Software libraries. Individuals that
have either grown tired of their software in cartridge {ie, *TI type Module") or own multiple units of the sase, have been donating
thes to their users groups. The groups have been setting up libraries, such as the public domain software or newsletter libraries, and
allow meabers to checked out a cartridge for month. It sounds like a good way to check out whether that game you-just-can’t-live-
without is REALLY what you wanted or not. This would espececially benefit our newer members whos haven't quite built up to the level
as most of us. They would have a chance to try a progras out before they fork out their cash. (By the way, do you remeaber what you
paid for your FIRST cartridge? - YIKES!' - VYeah, me too.) Another good benfit, is that it would give the Program V.P. sosething to
build a programee around for those lean sonths when nary a topic abounds. 1've got a spare Pac-Man along with an extra Ti-Nriter that
[ wouldn't mind donating to HUG i¢ we can get someone (do I hear any takers) to keep it all organized and come to the seetings each
aonth. Check out those dusty file cabinets of yours and see what you may have. Maybe sose of the folks at the Swap seet will donate
some carts they are unable to unload. It's a great idea and has a LOT of aerit. Ponder on it a while.....

BACK TO THE FUTURE - Over the span of the past year, the newsletter has inadvertantly gotten away froa the original formsat that has
sade it of value to ALL sembers. HUG has a tad over 100 sesbers (104 at last count), however slightly under half that nusber of heads
are seen at the monthly meetings. It seeas like a large percentage of the seabership is not readily benefitting froa the aonthly
seetings, but OUBHT to. (Ne have quite a few out of town sembers that rarely have the chance to cose to our seetings.) Therefore, ['e
going to try to "plug up that hole®, so to speak. I's going to lean on sose of our officers, a bit, to help provide sose of Past,
Present and Future info each month so that everyone will benefit from the newsletter. ['s shootin’ for an interesting recap of the
aonthly seetings for those absent, a head count and ovation for new and renewing seabers, a short blurb fros accounting letting us know

the condition of the ship, some ideas from on where we ought to be heading and sose scheduling of upcossing HUE events in the near and
distant future. ] think this sort of info would be of interest to all.

FINAL NOTE - Don’t forget to bring your graphic/text advertiser to the Noveaber seeting for the final awarding of “BEST HUb
ADVERTISEMENT®. You ..DID.. design one didn't you? I msean sosesbodys gonna walk away with close to a HALF MILE of cosputer paper and
it sight as well be YOU, right? (For those of you who have been out in the rain and have no-earthly-idea of what 1's talking about,
check last months newsletter. Yeah, its the one labled October 1987!) To the rest of you 600D LUCK!

November 1987 - Houston User 's Group -
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CHRISTMAS SONGS

Fairware Music Programs by Bill Knecht
Review by Kim Peterson - Houston Users Eroup - Navesber 1987

D1’ Bill Knecht has gone and done it again folks! Yep, he's laid his aagic touch on a new disk chock full of Christsas
holiday susic with graphics that he's renomn for. Bill's Christmas coapendius was released aid Septesber at the Seattle TI-
test and went over real well with the nor'westers. This disk joins a whole slew of susical renditions previously released by
Bill such as: 1)Best Songs I, 2) Best Hyans, and J) Best Songs Il. Bill has a unique gift, of not only being able to program
ausic for our 99/4As in sultiple harsonies but also an artistic talent wmith graphics. Coabine the two and you've really got
soaething, as many throughout the 99/4a world know.

While 1 try not to push the holiday spirit at our house tao soon, I couldn‘t help but to try out the songs when ] got the
disk. Quite a few of the songs have lyrics so I joined in with the selodies, (like one does when one thinks one's alone -
and YES, I do sing in the shower!). My J-year old indian brave Case in, while I was giving sy concert, and his eyes began to

sparkled with excitesent. Although he couldn‘t read the the words, he resesbered some of the lyrics he learned in years
past, and joined in on some of the choruses. One particular "vocal® one was the chorus of “We Wish You A merry christmas”.

In the "Drusser Boy' song he even brought out his toy drus and druased to both the ausic and the graphics on the screen.
These were choice mosents indeed! I hoping to have many more of these before the years out. Nell, enough flowers already,
onto Christaas Songs. |

Christeas Songs runs in Extended Basic and contains an auto-loader which brings one right up to the aain title screen.
The title screen plays a short rendition of the "Caroling, Caroling® chorus, while colorful bells ring back and forth along
the top and bottom of the screen. Shortly thereafter, one is led into a senu selection screen which lists 14 susic titles
from which to select, using alpha keys *A* through "N*. The available selections on this disk are as follows:

{. Angels We Have Heard ... b, Santa Claus Is Cosin’ {1. 0’ Holy Night

2. Let 1t Snow 7. Good King Wenceslaus 2. Little Druamer Boy
3. Caroling, Caroling 8. Hark The Herald Angels ... 3. 0° Christeas Tree
4. Deck The Halls 9. We Wish You A Merry Christaas 14, Sleigh Ride

5. 0° Cose All Ye Faithtful {0. Jingle Bell Rock

Atter selecting the selody of ones choice, the progras loads the selection and runs it. At the end of the aselody, the
title screen returns, followed the menu selection screen. A nice redo option was included in the progras. [f one desires to
hear the selody again, just press the space bar at the end of the song. Returning to the title screen following each selody,
orior to the selection senu, is a nice touch. The short little jingle is catchy and lingers long after the medley is over.

Now obviously I'm a tad partial to Bill's prograssing efforts. You would be too, if you knew his and his taiented work.
Notwithstanding this bit of favoritiss, Christmas Songs REALLY is a some nice prograssing that you most certainly will enjoy
- especially the kids. Being a fairware product, Christaas Songs, say be cbtained by sending $3 (a real bargain it I say say
so) to: Bill Knecht, B15 Yorkshire, Pasadena, Texas, 77503.

TELL US IF
vOoU 'RE

SANISEIEDS
TELL US IF

YOU ' RE [0V
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MSAVE EVERYTHING IN SIOGHT!
( With the MECHATRONIC XBII+ )

Henri J. Schlereth - Houston User 6roup - Novesber 1987

I 1ike EXTENDED BASIC, it is a very powerful BASIC, written by MICROSOFT to TEXAS INSTRUMENTS specifications.
But, powerful doesn’t always sean fast and since our BASIC is double-interpreted it also is one of the slowest BASICS
around, however we now have an extension to this language in the fors of the MECHATRONIC XBII+ that provides a way to
speed things up.

I use asseably language sub-routines written by others and syself to push and prod sore use out of XBASIC.
However, the asseably language LOADER for XBASIC is also very slow and quit limited,

The XBIl+ with its NSAVE/NLOAD cossands will allow you to save the LOW-MEMORY portion of your 32K EXPANSON
HEMORY, the sase segment that holds all ASM-subroutines that help XBASIC along. MSAVE creates 34 sector Mirror Image
files of the lower 8K that can be relocaded in 5 seconds flat. This includes alsost anything that you could think of
to store in 8K blocks, f

(ly second article will deal with use MSAVE/MLOAD and the HOVE cossand to do away with 991 of isbedded DISPLAY
AT comssands and the resulting progras space savings.)

BLOAD can reload these programs in 5 seconds froa a running XBII+ progras as your progras needs thes without
doing one CALL INIT. Simply because the CALL INIT is saved along with thefassenbly prograns. [ frequently stuff the
BK segment with as sany routines as will fit, MSAVE thea and use thes in packets.

The NLOAD feature also allows you to run E/A 5 PROGRAMS as if using the E/A- CARTRIDGE or UTILY $iles #$roa
TI-NRITER.

NANE AUTHOR(S) NORMAL LOADING TINME
XNDBBS (PAUL CHARLTON) 23
DUNPXB (DANNY MICHAEL) §e39
NEATLIST  (DANNY MICHAEL) .19
TEXT-TQ-SPEECH (T]} 1.37
TTS NITH DATABASE (TI) 1.31
38UG V1 (T1/NAVARONE) 1.4
TKNF 400 (TON KNIGHT) 1.00
SHPCLKSUP  (MONTY SCHMIDT) .30
CATALDG (TOD KAPLAN) .37
SWAP (H.J. SCHLERETH) .08

e 2. .t . - 1 1 J J £ 1 1 1 ' 7 ‘fr > X I & > 2 _ 3 > 3 ¥ £ T F > "F ¥ T L T T T T T T T T T F R TR

These times were arrived at using a stopwatch and are not 1001 accurate. However, the MLOAD speed of S5 seconds
per 8K segment is 1001! These are just a few of the long loaders that I had available for testing, I am sure there

_are sore, |
E/A 5 PROGRANS MLOADED AUTHOR
T1 TRACX COPIER (MICHAEL A. BALLMAN)
SBUG Il v2.0 (E.L.DOHMANN/ENELL BRIGHAN)
DISK MASTER (TOD XAPLAN)
DN100O (ME6R1) (BRUCE CARON)
C99C/D/E (CLINT PULLEY)
RAGASH/N (R.A. GREEN)
PRBASE (NILLIAN M. WARREN)

- T - A Al A Al - - T A - 2l s s i -SR-S S-S S-S S-S " - - AR A - o - N - - - A (- - - N

NOTE: THAT SINCE THESE FILES NERE NOT DESIGNED FOR AN EXTENDED BASIC ENVIRONMENT AND UNLESS YOU WISH TO DESIGN
PATCHES TO CORRECY THIS DEFICIENCY THE COMPUTER WILL LOCK UP ON EXIT OR RESET TO THE TITLE SCREEN. THAT IS WHAT
HAPPENS NHEN YOU DON’T USE RE-ENTRANT CODE.

There were a {few draw backs to owning one of these sodules but nothing that wasn’t overcose, and not one that
seriously hindered se in deciding to get one,

1. 1T GETS VERY HOT. I USE A WIDGET AND IT STILL GETS HOT. BUT MY OLD XB MODULE 60T LESS HOT AND LOCKED UP ON
NE. XBII+ HAS BUT NOT AS OFTEN.

2. YOU CANT SELECT ANOTHER MODULE FROM THE WIDGET AS YOU NORMALLY CAN. NITH PROGRAMS LIKE FUNNEL WRITE THAT’S

NOT A PROBLEM ANYMORE. SO ALL THINGS CONSIDERED, I AN ALL FOR THE MECHATRONIC XBII+, EVEN THOUSH 1 CANT FIND VERY
NANY USES FOR THE GREAT GRAPHICS COMMANDS. MAYBE ONE DAY I WILL LEARN.
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BEST OF THE BOARDS

Those of you who don‘t access the two BREAT 99/4A boards we have here in Houston, HUG-TIBBS (713-537-0741) and The Phoenix (713~

475-8909) on a regular basis are REALLY sissing out.

There's a veritable TON of valuable information that passes through these

boards reqularly. Take advantage of both SysDps hospitality, BUT resesber it’s always better to give than to receive.

HUG-TIBBS - TE-II Download Files

HUG-TIBBS Text Files

The Phoenix - X-Modea Download Files

| DAD/NT - MASS TRANSFER Ver 4.2 Books about the TI-99/44 CANTINA - great msusical interpretatios
MASS - 223TTTZTTTTERIRRTIIS Comsands for OMEGA - C.Becker CANTINAL - of Star Wars "cantina® music
MAST - includes X-Nodes feature, Extended tokens list
PHONEMAKE -  auto-dialer, and aore! Freeware list § - b7 prograss RLE FILES:
NASSDOCST - " * 2~-54 ° —————————
#ASSDOCS2 - (Fairware) History of HUB-TIBBS RLEA - Pirate
NT/42/00C - $10.00 to Stu Olson Info on Pgrs & Meaory Oper. RLEB - - Ronnie
Kian's Korner - good stories RLEC ° - Dragon
LOAD - FAST-TERN V1.16 Letters to the FCC RLED - Sailboats
FAST-LOAD - ZTTIXXTIRLTER Myarc 9640 Geneve Report RLEE - Computer
CHARAY - breat! Other 7] BBS List : RLEF - Mouseland
DEFAULT - Terainal Esulator for Program Listing - bhy Ne RLEE - Donald Duck
UTILY -  X-NHodeas and TE2 up/downloads Reviews - Hardware/Software RLEH - Foxy Lady
UTIL2 - SysOp‘s Report on Illness RLEI - Tasay Faye Bakker
FT116D0C - (Fairware) Ti-Nriter Help RLEf - Pluto
KEYS/DOC - $15.00 to Paul Charlton. Want Ads - User/comaercial RLE2 - Christa NcAuliffe
Bargain of the Month - husor RLES - Mickey Mouse
HUB-TIBBS - X-Nodea Download Files HUG Meabership Application RLE4 - Corvette
"""""""""""""""""" ——- RLES - MWalt Disney
CATLIB/1 - Cataloging Library programs RLE6G -  Unicorn2 poster
CATLIB/2 - V 1.5.0 (Fairware) RLE7 - Large tiger head
CLK/ARC - 12/24 hour clock. THE PHOENIX - Text Files RLEB - bBGarfield drawing
CRIBBAGE - Cribbage card gamee D i RLEY - Opus2 drawing
DISASHMXB - Disassesbler progras Area Radio - Houston area stations
EFONT - Enhanced text display prog. Bits 'N Dytes -  Videotex ruling PRI/ARC - PRBASE by Mike Dodd, runs
EFONTDOC - ’ ’ *  docs. Cooler Boxes - (ool off your PEB PR2/ARC - on both 99/4a k Geneve

Foster's Column - Ride the Tex-Mex RR BOGART
Barb On CIS - Latest TI Rasblings
Health k& Nutritn - bood Country Cookin’ display RLE files online!

Info on systea - The Phoenix BBS MAX-RLEXB - View RLE files in XBasic
Top Ten Tunes -  Dest selling Rock BAXDOC - Docs for MAX-RLE

Top Ten Videos - Top video rentals BRUCELEE - Drawn by Cynthia Becker.
X-Nodea Tutoral - bood aini tutorial ARCII-V22 - Latest Vers of Archiver ll.
User Friendly - Myarc 9440 Tips FONTASTIC - Redesign the CHARL file!
Very Interestin -  Police Cosputer Sting EARTH - Suspended earth,

For Your Info - “The Honey Pit® TE2/12 - Operate TE-II & 1200 baud.
Ilate Progras -~ Translate DVBO files TE2/12D0C - Docs. for above prog.

Your User Groups - Info on various U.6. UPUVS/ARC - Universal Printer Utiltity

ELE/BANK - Electronmics Data Bank.
QUEST2 -  New game by the Kirsse bros.
SHALLCALL- Calculator prograe.

STEP-BUG - A/L debugger progras.
STEPDOC - ° y docs.

XBTDOLS - XD Programsing Utilities.
TOOLS#DOC (Fairware - Jis Swedlow)
JULIAN/DT - Julian date progras.
PRINTERS - Printer set-up - Gesini 10x.
ANINATOR] - Aninated graphics utility
ANIMATOR2 - (Fairware - Mike NcCann),
SPRITEBI - Sprite builder prograa

- Drawing by Cynthia Becker!
DMEBA/ARC ~ New terasinal esulator can

SPRITEB2 - (One of the best). Kwiklist - Progas listings FIGHTER - Fighter plane gase
XBHENUSG4 - Catalog and loader. beneve News / 1 Joke Section TRUCK - A truck bldg word game.
SHOOSH -  Shooshboosers ski gase. Local BBS's / Other T1 BBS's AMERICA - Name all 50 states
WHEEL2 -  “Wheel of Fortune® USA User broups / Foreign User bBrps CIVIL/NAR - 600D text/graphics gase
PULILES -  type gase by the Phoenix Viewpoint / Birthflowers

PUZILES2 - Xirase brothers Sose Texian Lore / Tongue Twisters For the Geneve 9640 ONLY
OIL - 01l finding gaee. GEnie(ta) Info / PC-Pursuit #'s e e
ARCLOAD -  Archiver prog Ver. 2.2 TIBBS SysOp Tip / Trivia Mania FTH - FAST TERM

ARCII - (Fairware - Barry Boone’s) Coming TI Fair /  Want Ads F16 - zsz2z=z=3

ARCHIVER - Archiver Ver 2.11 - Traver
UNPACKER - SSSD Version of Archiver.
ILATE - converts DV/80 files to prog

FT9640D0C - Terminal Esulator Progras

96DEN/ARC - Docs & demo prograns
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The following article was taken from
interested in Data Base Software,.

Snma  owners/authors  of  the
applications I have covered in this
article will no doubt be angered by the
apparent brutality of it. I choose to
view it as honesty rather than
brutality. Too sany reviewers
white—wash the weakness of Tl software
they critically review. I will not. I
 think sosetises that we are afraid that
the saftware sarket will dry up and blow
asay unless we give favorable reports on
the software products that do appear for
our cosputer. 1 prefer to think of it
in another way: if we prosote junk
software in a favorable light those that
do publish product reviews will lase
credibility, and those that buy software
based upon those reviews will sisply be
that such sore reluctant to get burned a
second time.

In the process of searching for the
perfect data base manager [ have
purchased several prograss and spent
over $300. All of the programs that 1
own have positive points and all have
negative points. What I have discovered
to date is that the "perfect® data base
sanager does not exist, yet [not even in
the business worldl. What I am gqoing to
share with you are ay ispressions of the
prograss I own, and in doing sa, will
perhaps save you a little tise and soney
if you too are looking for that
“pertect® application.

The prograss I om are:

ACORN 99 -troa Oak Tree Systeas
DBMS froa Navarone Industries
DATA BASE | from SPC Software
DATA. BASE?? from Quality 99 Software
DATA BASE 300 froa the Int‘l Users Grouwp
DATA BASE X froa Hestern Ware

PRBASE V1.2 and V2.0 Froa Williaa Warren
TURBO DATAMAN from Easy Ware

I have used these prograss enough to
feel coafartable with each and could
prabably write several pages about each
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disk (depending on file sizel.

Data Bﬁse Managers
For the TI-99/4A
By Bill Goskill

one. Unfortunately, publication space
is limited and such a bwoluainous
article would never see print because of
it. '

Thus I have tried to be brief, but to
the point, in ay comsents on each
progras. Also, please keep in mind that
ay coasents are subjective, based upon
how 'each product meets MY needs and
expectations. Yours aay be ditferent.

For ease of reference | have included
sose of the information in a cosparison
table that allow analysis at a glance.

- In the paragraphs that follow I will try

to provide a little detail to ®ach issue
and cover special features, lack of what
I view as standard features and product
performance of each progras. 1
apologize in advance for the cryptic
style you will read, however, I needed
to be brief. The DATABASE 300 prograas
will not be looked at since it is not
available.

ACORN 99:
Among the top three DBM’s available
to the TI cossunity. The only

relational data base available. Alsa,
the only one with a prograssing language
interface for custon applicatians.

EXTREMELY powerfu and well designed.
Can suppart three active files at one

tise, allows existing data fil,e forsats .

to be edited, copied to ancther file,
rm_ed and can reforaat a fiel
structure into another file farsat.
Does not have tha ability to show nusber
of recards in a file. Can hold eare
than 1500 recores per file on a SS/SD

Sorts
alpha characters and strings better than

nusbers. Indexes record location for
subfile creation and main file is then
concatenated to create the subfile as

~ another database. Possesses ability to

search, using “equal to, unequal,
greater than, less than, ignore® logical
operators. ‘Supports relational

Houston User ‘s Group

the Colorado Front Ranger. 1f
then this article is a MUST to read.

~ operation.

~ Allows

you are

operators in search routines through the
use of a true/false convention that
allows selection of records where all
paraseters are set, or any paraseters
are aet.. CAN print a single record froa
a display screen. EXTREMELY slow in
Uses 40 coluan text sode.
Allows duplicate key field data entries.
printer contral codes to be
encripted in set up file. Provides
input checking for “nuseric, integer,
soney, string, flag and date® entries.
Overall, a fabulous prograa, with aleost
lisitless potential. The best
docusentation of the group, giving sanu
examples along with explainations.
SUPERB application.

DBMS (Navaronel

Allows 32,000 records per file, but
only 350 per SS/sd diskette. Liaits you
to half that asount if you wish to sort
the file since it creates a second
sorted file that desatns equal space an
your data disk. Most interesting report
generator [ havbve ever seen, a cut and
paste type affair that is really neat,
but poorly docusentsd. Excellent custoa
screen design module whtich includes
help screens that you design. FAST,
FAST, FAST.Requires unique key ¢tield
entries only, which | find inconvenient.

Documentation is better than originally
witten, but still confusing at tiees,

and incleplete. Dotes on aundate things
and skips over, or entirely oaits,
isportant things. Does totaling 1n
reports., but no cther comsputational
work. Does nat support single record
printing, but can use the report sodule
ta scroll data on screen, write it to
disk or send it to your printer. Can
append new data fields to the end of an
existing record, but cannot refarsat the
record in anyother way. Can create
subfiles, but you have to figure out how
to do it for yourself because the
docusentation does not tell you how. It
doesn’t even sention subfiles. Allows
printer contral codes to be encrypred in
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Qenort Senerator file., Does not perfora
input checking of any type. All data is
considered to be a string entry. Best
suited for a hard disk environsent. Not
difficult to use once you have “played®
with it, but can be intiaidating at
first.

DATA BASE 1:

Best suited for mailing lists or
ather LIST type data files. Cusbersose
design setup requiring records ta be
accessed by their relative position in
the file (record nusber]. You aust
first list the records by a specified
field if you don‘t know the record
nusber. Tise consuming. Provides three
pre-set mailing lavbel report formats
and one custoa format for your own
design. Will NOT do regorts that have
heading information. Includes several
nice utilities, such as a foraletter
generator, disk file data base which
creates a DBt data base fale out of the
information on your library of disks.
Does not provide for input checking, nor
length of field entries. Only looks at
the length of overall recard. Does
searches by “equal to® operator only,
only one data field at a tise. Requires
that you first create an index file and
then search. To search by another field
you sust create another index file.
Searches by a saxiaua of 5 characters in
any tield. Sorts are limited to 1000
records, no satter how many exist in the
file, but both alpha and nuseric sorts
are offered. Subfiles can be created to
a printer in the sain prograa or to disk
by wusing the Utilities aoptions.
Selection is by “equal to" or “between
two values®, which can be either alpha
or nuseric type.

DATA BASE 99:

More eaphasis put on copu protection
than on progras perforsance. Allows
custoa screen desigh and clains 28
fields of up to 28 characters each.
Would be a neat trick to do since four
of the 245 rows on screen are used by
progras prompts. (ast assesbly lanquage
interface for report generation. Can
not generate reports with headings and
does nat perait pronter control codes to
be inserted in roport data. Does not
save a foraat after design, so you will
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‘have to re—create it each tise you want

a report. Data is printer in continuous
format without regard to page breads or
anything else. Design of layout is
cusbersose, .requiring yau to
conceptualize how. aany colons and/or
seai—colons ae needed to push the data
across the  page. Nusber of
colons/semi-calons is limited to 127
characters allowed in a LINPUT comsand.
A terrible systea. Disk cataloq
accessed fora sain senu will crash
program. if you enter an alpha character
instead of a nuaber when it prospts for
the disk drive nusber to be cataloged.
Colar is lost after a crash since it was
CAlled from the LOAD prograa. Does nat
perait single recard screen print

(unless you buy the DB 99 utilities),

aust use EDIT option to search for a
record or search seqlmtxally. Can not

go directluy ta a record by its relative
in the file. Will create

subfiles to disk, allowing the search by
"less than, equat to or greater than®
operators. Search is limited to one
field for all practical purposes. Sorts
can be perforsed in ascending order, by
any one field. Sort 1s an actual
re-wite of the file. All data is
considered strung inforsation. No
nusber crunching (agani, unless you buy
the DB 99 Utilities), no input checking.
Docusantation consists of two 8 1/2 X
{1° sheets of paper printed on both
sides. Progras is slow, inflexible,
inconvenient in sany ways and cusbersose
to use. It aight have been an advanced
application two years ago. Today it is

a dinosaur, even with the DB 99
Utilities. MUCH TOO EXPENSIVE.

DATA BASE X:

Very wmodular, aseaning that each

function (adding, editing, printing,
deleting etc.) is a separate prograa
that aust be loaded each time you want
to use that function. Does statistical
analysis of data. Record counter is
inacourate, code of prograa is jusbled
and entirely unstructured. Does not
sart data, even though docusentation
uses the tera “sort”. What it eans is
*select®. When DATA BASE X “sorts® by a
particular paraseter it is really
selecting records for duspung to a
printer that mee that paraserter. Does
allow selection between ranges. Can not
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create subfiles, does not index existing
Access of a record is done

records.
sequentially, unless you know the record

nusber. No way to tel the record
nusher, you must quess. Supports | or 2
disk drives. Excruciatingly slow.
Requires that you nase the data disk.
DBXDATA, for no good reason that I can
see, otherwise progras errors out. Does
not sase repart definition, but does
allow it to be printed in noraal or
cospressed sode. Definition process is
fairly sisple, but tise consuming.
Docusantation is the “shabbiest® I have
ever seen. It is. photocopied and put
into booklet fora with the pages not
even cut straight, so that some
inforaation is aissing off of sose
pages. Overall, this prograa is JUNK!
As with the [UG’'s DATA BASE 3007500, it
never really belonged on the market in
the stat that it is in. Unfortunately,
I didn’t know that and paid out over $30
to find aut.

PRBASE

Totally assesbly lanquage coded. THE
BEST all-round appolication in ay
opinion. FAST, flexible, does virtually
anything a user would want in the way of
data handling, except nusber crunching.
It will not do anything in that area.
Treats all data sas part of a big sring
just as DBMS and DATA BASE 99 do. As
long as you own the PRB Utilities
witten by John Johnson You can create
subfiles, otherwise you can't. Has
on-line help for comsands, creates an
index by any input field you choose and
then accesses any record in about |
second. Also has a FIND feature to liik
at data sequentially in any single field
and a GLOBAL option toat searches for a
single data entry anywhere in the
record. Saves up to five report
faoresats, V2.0 allows you to format data
disk. Custoa secreen layout with
terrific  graphics options tor
borders/windows etc. is available. @
TREMENDOUS PROGRAM, well thought out,
well designed, artistically executed.
FAIRWARE! 11! PRB Utilities are free for
the asking as long as you provide the
disk and sailer. Repart design 1is
cusbersose and confusing. Prints single
record froa scren display in either &40
or 80 colusn asode. Prograa 1s very
sensitiver about 1/0 device nases. My
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sonies (V1.2 and V2.0) both require PIO.
to work rather than just PI0 or P10/1,
etc. MWith nusber crunching abilities
this prograe would be perfect
*flat-file data sanager® for most Tl
users. As it is, the value and
perforsance for a FAIRWARE application,
or a comsercial application too for that
satter. is unsurpassed. If you don’t

have PR BASE then you are amissing out on

one of the premier productivity tools
available to the TI Cosmmity. |

TURBO DATAMAN:
This is the second sost powerful and

useful data manager, taking a backseat

only to PR BASE. It runs slightly ahead
of ACORN because it perforas nusber
crunching and is faster in operation.
Like ACORN, TURBO DATAMAN allows you to

create a dictionary of data itees
(fields} and then lets you choose fora

that libraty of fields to put a record
together. Up to 30 fields are allowed
per record. Twenty pre-defined records
(file formats) can exist on one disk.
Allows custom screen layout desigq,

complete with graphics tor

Spature tahles

FEATURE

Does

vorders/windows etc. input
checking, allows secondary screen
access, like ACORN's Detail Records.
Allows foraulas to be created and saved
that perfora the four basic asath
functions. Report definitions can be
saved. Allows wildcard type operators
in searches, will priat single record
froa screen display. Provides °“less
than, greater than, equal to, nat equal
to, greater than or equal to, less than
or equat to" operators in screen display
and report generation modules. Peraits
sub-totals in reports that can be
forsatter like TI Extended BASIC does
with IMAGE statesent. Subfiles can be
created through the report generator by
sending the output selected to a disk
file rather than a printer. The results
sust be converted back ta INTERNAL,
FIXED froa DISPLAY FIXED before you cand
use it in the progras however. TURBO

* DATAMAN does not provide you with that

utility. The docusentation instructs
you to “write a prograa® to do it.
Names used for different sodules in the

program are confusing. Ex: ETCH,
SKETCH, SKETCHR, FETCH. Should change

DATA

B3ASE NANE

names to wsore accreately reflect
function of aeodule. Docusentation
accegtable, but lacks adequate coverage
in sose areas. Utilities are provided
to perfora sose sundane operations, such
as counting the asount of records in a
database. Reforsating or restructuring
of an existing file is not persitted,
unless the input field is appended to
the end of a record forsat. This
prograa needs sose *fine tuning® in soase
areas, but is still and exciting
productivity tool  with issense
possivilities. [Its speed of operation
is not fast, but acceptable. It is
faster than ACORN. One can set up the
SKETCH prograa to auto-load fi desired,
but the whale application should be
centered around a senu in - ay opinion.
As it is now, you aust RUN each sodule
froa the READY) prospt when you need to
use it, because every sodule exists with
an END statesent. If you don’t omm this
program, Yyou should. Whenever you want
to manage a wsailing list or do
accounting, TURBO DATAMAN is for you.

RECORDS/FILE  LIMITED 32,000 LIMITED 350-1400 LIMITED 350/710 LIMITED

BY DISK BY DISK gY DISK BY DISK
FIELDS/REL. o4 23 10 28 10 32 30
MAX. RECORD .
LENGTH 255 N 245 245 246 246 233
MAX. FIELD

40 40

28 28 28

246 28

MEMORY RED’D

SX 3K 3 3X 16K

32X Ry

XB/ASSH  ASSH

XB/ASSH

XB/ASSM XB/ASSM  ASSM  XB/ASSHM

CUSTOM DESIEN

SCREEN LAYQUT N0 YES NO YES NO YES YES
SCRN G6RPHCS

CAPABILITY NO NO NO NO YES YES
ALTERED CHAR

SET USED NG YES __YES NO YES NO
CUSTOM REPORT

DEFINITION YES YES YES YES YES YES

SAVES REPORT

DEFINITION NO YES YES NO NO YES YES
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M & S Computer

Systems

15918 Cavendish Drive

Houston,

Texas 770359

(713) 486-0224

NHYARC GENEVE 9640 CONPUTER, 640K U/ STANDARD IBMN STYLE KEYBOARD........'449 95

I 03IMCO Z

Ne=peenNgoimn

NMYARC GENEVE 9640 COMPUTER, * W/ ENHANCED * cecessess+479.95
DISKETTES, DSDD, (0 PX S.590 .. VOLKSNODENM 12 U/ TI CABLE 129.95
BONUS DISKS, SSDD, 1@ PK 7.25 ALL BOOKS IN STOCK 860X OFF
DSDD, 16 PK 8.95
FLIPPY FLOPPY DISKS, DSDD 8.685 4A FLYER FLIGHT SINULATOR 14.95
VERBATIN DATALIFE, SSDD, 1@ PXK 9.85 W/ FREE “ELEMENTARY TI1~-99/4A" '
VERBATIN HEAD CLEANING KIT $.95 BOOK BY DATANOST($14.85 VALUE)
$1.080 OFF DISKS U/ $10.00 PURCHASE NEW PRQDUCTS
$2.00 OFF DISKS W/ $25.00 PURCHASE CERTIFICATE 99(32K,XB) 19.95
$3.00 OFF DISKS U/ 950.80 PURCHASE - T1/71Bll CONNECTIONCCORCOMP 49 .95
$5.90 OFF DISKS U/ $100.20 PURCHASE " DISK CONTROLLER REQD.)
WORDURITERC(NODULE) 34.85
SAFEKEEPER 20 DISK STORAGE 8.85 * W/PARALLEL PORT & CABLE $4.95
- JUNKNMAN JR.(NMODULE),J.S. REQD. 18.9S
X-10 POWER HOUSE U/998 HONE 68.85 STARNANCNMODULE) 186.85
SENTRY(BUY NHODULES BELOW> SUPER EXTENDED BASIC(13 NEUW 59.95
APPLIANCE, LANP OR WALL SUITCH 12.95 COMMANDS)
URITER EASE, CORCONMP WORD 39.985
TRIPPLITE SPIKE & NOISE 29.8S5 : PROCESSOR W/SPELLING CHECKER
SUPPRESSOR, 6 OUTLET STRIP THE LABEL MAKER(DSK., PRINTER) -1868.9S
LINEGARD UALL SURGE SUPPRESSOR 11.85 PRINTERS APPRENTICE(McCANN SUW) 34.9S
U/ FONT DISK I
STAR NX-10 NEAR LETTER QUALITY 199.8S NEAR NONITOR QUALITY TELEVISION 34.9S
DOT NMATRIX PRINTER, 120 CPS VIDEQ INTERFACE
DRAFT, 35 CPS NLQ, SK BUFFER CONSULE CRLCCHODULE)SPREQDSHEET 24 .85
STAR NP-1@ NEAR LETTER QUALITY 169.95 POLE POSITION 8.85
DOT HATRIX PRINTER, 100 CPS HPI DSDD DISK DRIVE,FULL HEIGHT 79.95
DRAFT, 25 CPS NLQ, 2K BUFFER SPAD XII1 FLIGHT SINULATOR 22.95
STAR POUERTYPE, 18 CPS LETTER 229.95 100% ASSNH. W/ AERIAL CONMBAT
QUALITY DAISY UHEEL PRINTER (32K,DISK,XB)
OPTIONAL TRACTOR ©6.95 TI-99/4A BLACK/SILVER CONMPUTER 74.85S
PRINTER PABER, RAINBOW PACK 8.95 NMPI DSDD DISK DRIVE,FULL HEIGHT 69.95
7S ENV., GOLD, RED & BLUE
GEMINI 10X, SG-10 R1BBON 3.00 ARCADE SPECIAL: PACHAN, 11.95
NX-10 RIBBON 7.48 DONKEY KONG, CENTIPEDE
WE SELL SOFTUARE FOR THE AMIGA, ATARI, APPLE, COMMODORE & IBNM @ 20% OFF LIST!
WE SHIP UPS OR US HNAIL. ORDERS CAN BE PREPAID OR SHIPPED COLLECT. WRITE OR
CALL FOR A FREE COPY OF OUR CATALOG.
WE SELL IBH CONPATIABLE GOMPUTER SYSTENS TQ YOUR REQUIRENENTS!
CaLkL EQR BEST PRICES!
HUE Newsletter e e
c/o Kis Peterson t BULK RATE |
13107 Bafing t U.S5. Postage !
Houstan, Tx. 77099-2244 P A1 D !
» Bellaire, Texas |
i Perait No. 644 |
e -t

Meabership Renewal Status

(four digit code left of your naae)

[f code contains one of the following:
"#* : seabership expires with this issue
“##" 1 dues one sonth delinquent
"#84° 3 dues two sonths delinquent
"LAST ISSUE" : Membership deleted!!!!
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