


The asvove aress of interest are oniw ldeas that could pe exranded on or
revised, To rut tiis into orervastion and to mske ib & suvcecesss memobers of the
arour are asked to volunteer to be resronsible for & sinsle column. Not to
write the column on their owne bul to imsure thnst each month there is an inrut
for that column. Eacn of us come to these meetings to learn and also to ve
stimulated. Stand we and GET INVOLVED. This grour is here to serve eachiof us
and to make it work extra rarticirstion is required. Since each column is
tardetted to be sbout a half of 2 sheetr 8 short iwmrput like that should be easu
to rroduce onlw once 2 month. We will be asking for Volunteers at the next
meeting so be rrerared to sreek ur. IFf the above suddested columng are not
sdeauate or if enoudgh interest is not demerated th n the format will be

chanded.
HINUTES

In this relatively new assidnment of being voluntary secretary for our cluby I hore that those of
vou that steadily come to our meetings can particirate more activelwy in heleing us 3ll by sending
dour ideas & comments to our new editor Mr. Sandor A. Karrathy (rh. 463-7043).

Our Julwy 10th meeting started out with the introduction of some new menbers & their interest in the
home computer applications. Our president briefly exrlained some of the goals & interest of our club
to the newcomers. ADVISE! rer Jane McAshan some of the new urcomingd 3Ird rarty cartriddes maw not
orerate prorerly in the o0ld consoles so» if wou own one of these & decide to take it to an exchan-

de centery TI will up-drade your unit by rlacind 3 new GROM chir. Also rer J.McA Atari is writinsg
some of their famous dames to be compatible with our consoles.

You can have 3 new rowerful rrogrammer’s refererice if You buy the Guide to the TI-99/4A by C.
Regena. ($14.95). NEWS! From the Consumer Electronics Shows 3 new TI-99/8A 2.2 version will be
available rrobably by the end of 83 or mashe next wear???.

If your are interested in what software is now available for our rowerful machiness see the
TI-99/4A Software Directory,

Hardware News! A miniature disk drive unit will be available. This unit uses 3 % 4 inch
diskettes that are self-rrotected ¢ rerhars easier to handle than the flopry disk suystem. Also
it was mentioned in this meeting that using a multirort cartridde switch may create rroblems ¢
irritation to the user unless you’re sure how the switch orerates. Tom Dasembrock will clarify
this issue in our next meeting (I hore).

Hiscellaneous News! %X MOTION %X to have 3 rerresentative of TI-HUG at Comrputer Ade durinsg
Saturday August to exrlain the rurrose of this club to' the rublic.

By the end ‘of July Jack Dillard of HMimosa Computer Sustems will come to the Shamrock Hilton Hotel

to show his fully loaded 99’suystem (software % hardware)., He will need helr for his exhibition.

For futher information rplease contact Ms. Jane McAshan on 270-1257,

END OF MEETING.

4Ub WEWS i UPCOMING EVENTS

~Tne 'COMPUTER AGE® stores located in the Sharestown shorins center is rlanning te have a USERS GROUF DAY on Saturdays Ausust 13.
Their intent is to introduce the new comruter purchaser to USERS BROUFS, Very few newcomers are aware of such srourss let alone
know where to det in touch with thes, The store rlans to have a rerresentative from each of the users srours whose compulers theu
sell, They resuest that volunieers man a table on that daw and talk about what HUG does and where one maw .Join. Jare MeAshan will
nave additional information ai the nexi meeting, Remembers this will be 3 grest w3y to det new members so Volunteer!

BEGINER'S { - ~=R

-Toes_this sound familiar? How many times have wou nit the GUIT ey by mistake and erased a zillion lines of a carefully
crerared rroaram? 1 found that by carefully taring 2 small flar of black vinul over the keys that 1 caten suself in time and do

not make the mistake anumore.

I have had me 71 99744 for almost <ix months and have quite a eroblem treins to keer ue with the exira

-Did sou know tnis??? 1 _ heer u . "
. .o ' i - [ -t : rr 3 o c g y
kheupoars indexes{DELs INS ete.), Tonisht I discovered that the small <lot behind and zbove the frzme for the inoenes is arraren

Just for that rurrose, 1 feel real foolish,

Tharks | UCTA(GREERYs bplicve me wou are not the only one wno mekes mistakes like these, The fix for the QUIT kev works fine,




HEYW FORMST FOR THE "HUG" WNEWSLETTER

In recent i1ssues of the HUG NEWSLETTER it has been emrhasized that more
rarbiciration i1s reauired Trom the members. Everyone arrreciates the fact that
we 8ll nave mang things to do and never enoudh time to accomelish a1l that we
would like to do. However we would 3ll like to see 3 rewsletter that is
informative as well as‘Professional. Since any one rerson cannot writeredit and
coordinate the newsletter bw themselvess whs not selit it uwue inte smaller
sectionsy each of wnich can be easily handled by one individual. Each section
or column would have an anticirated lendgth of a3 half of a rage. Each column
would refer to a specific toric or toric area. At the end of the mornth on a3
srecified date 31l the columns or sections would be assembled into a3 final
form. In this waw no one rerson would be resronsible for 31l of the newsletter
and a8 number of reorle could get involved in a3 smaller and less time consuming
wag, The total format of the rewsletter would take on 3 more rrofession
arrearance and 3t the same time cater to the interests of the individual droug
member.

Some of the aresas of interest or columns could be!

-THE PRESIDENfS COMMENTS-This would cover the views of the sresident in the
rname of the total grour.

-AEETING MINUTES—-for the last meetind, This would be 3 good way to record
the history of the "doinds on" of the drour.

-HUG NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS-This column would alert the drour of urcoming
events or areas of rarticiration for iterested members,

-~BEGINER’S CDORNER-Since we constantls have new members who are new to the
TI®?/4Ay this column would be a3 sood rlace to learn how to rrodgram in
TI-BASICy receive erodraming rointers and get ideas as to whu thew baudght
the comruter for in the first rlace.,

-~ADVANCEDl CORNER-This column would cover rrodraming techrniaues for the more
avid rrodramer. Areas in EXTENDED EBASIC, LDGD, FORTHs MACHINE LANGUAGE OR
any area where 2 more serious arrroach is taken to srograming.

-Proearaming=This is a column where listings of srosrame Or HSames mavw be
rublished. Members could eassily cory these for® themselves. Frodrams maw be
rerroduced from the HUG librare or those submitted bwe members or even some
that were réceived from different users drours,

~QUESTION & ANSWER- Here auestions that are submitted by memberss op
cuestions thal were ashked at, the rreceeding meeting would pe zneswered in
more detail, Questions could be received by a8 note left 2t the meeting or
in the Form of 2 letteyr that wes sent Lo agn sddrecs,

-S0FTWARE KREVIEW- This column would cover reviews of rublished software
that a2 member haught amd used.

~HARDUWARE REVIEW- This columm would discuss 1lhe mer its of eguirment that
Ang memner mavw want Lo buy,




RELTARILEIY OF THE 99/4p

probleps trom time to time,  fny tiee a computer 1s

d. ranging from aild concern to gnashing of teeth and
ging g g

business, this down tise can he very serious.

kil computers. no matter how erpensive, have
“down”, 3 certarn amount of frustration is create
premature graying. When the computer is used in

Host people probably think of the TI-99/44 as a non-business type of computer, but aore and more
individuals and small companies are finding it to be the perfect combination of low-cost and coaputer power
that they want and need to help thes conduct their everyday business operations. Naturally, these
bucinesses, as well as individuals who own 2 computer for non-business use, expect their computers to
be as reliable as possible, The guestion then naturally arises: Just how reliable is ay computer?

I don"t have access to industry statistics on reliability expectations and actual statistics, but
it appears that the TI-9944 is a very reliable piece of equipaent. Naturally, things are going to
happen to individual machines but [ have been able to detect very few wide-spread probless with the 99/44.
Rs most of us know, when Texas Instrusemts discovered a potential defect concerning the transformer in
the power supply of the computer, they went to great lengths to publicize it and spent a lot of goney
to insure that the potential for a problee was eliminated, even though there was only the enst remote
chance that the potential probles might actually occur.

I personally feel that Texas Instruments has taken the best approach in repairing those probleas that
do arise in the 99/4R and its peripheral equipment. Their exchange centers allow fast replacement of
equipsent needing repair with factory-reconditioned replacesent units that have the same waranty as a
new piece of equipsent. This also means that the actual repair is done by trained TI factory personnel
and reduces the chance of unreliable repair by personnel who might not have the expertise of the TI
repair personnel,

Although the TI-99/4A seess to be very reliable, one itee has heen mentioned by several that right
sight be worthwhile for T! to look into. This involves the computer locking up, causing the screen to
freeze with whatever is on the screen remaining there, or possibly rasdoa colors covering the screen
and freezing there. Some people seem to feel that the contacts or seal in the cartridge slot have soaething to
do with this problea but others have other theories. (I know, this sounds similar to the problem with
use of the original Extended Basic Comeand Module---but that has been fixed and this is still with us.)
I have been told that TI is aware of this problem but as unaware of any action or intent to eliminate it.
I hope that they will look, or already have looked, into this and reeedy the thing that is causing
these lock-up’s.

The TI-99/4A is a very powerful and reliable computer that is underrated by sany people. Hopefully,
Texas Instrusents will continue to take whatever action is necessary to see that probleas detected by
cencerned users are addressed and corrected. . .

.+ TWARE REVIEW

impli ] ter and run. Howevers mu review today
-B f & SOFTWARE imelies reads to run rrosrases that one k3 1030'1nto the comru ) : .
is Einzriiiiezg?ozogf short proaram sections that mas be incoreorated into one’s owne prograss. The “SHART PRQGR?HING GUIDE FOR
SPRITES® by Craig Hiller is small and thiro but it euickly orened my eves to thE.PDHET of th TI—Extendeq 8351: inszase.ofréis
Hiller demonstrates how eass it is to move SPRITES and make thew do alwost anuthing ulthHlxnimun irg;aizégstzfpgzp.U;ozgdects ”
i - FRITE to chase anothers -How to de 1
examrles show -How te create SPRITE eatternsy -How to get one 5 _ _ How e
i i ticularly interested in his method to generate bar-graens.
now SPRITES aay be made to est dots and law doun 8 traile I was rar ‘ ni
3 i i i .only seventeen (17) lines, I 3w
h te a comrlete bar-draphs including the title and the uatg for thehgrapn ifi-on _ .
:Zg?iyhg:BZZd?e?e;zn’t think that I have seen such excellent use of erogramind technigues answhere else. The bhook is fantastic and

1 would hisnle recomend it to snwone who is interested in the manirulation of SFRITES and the Extended Rasic landuage. The book

cells for 2 mere $5,95 and is really well worth the cost. ‘ Sandor 4. Kareaths



Hardware Review

Recently I bought a Modem for my system. For those of you who are not
familiar, a Modem is a small electronics box that allows the TI-99/4A to
communicate with the rest of the world over the telephone 1lines. The
Signalman Mark III unit is a direct connect unit that is plugged in between
the telephone handset and the base unit. The whole installation procedure
was accomplished in 30 seconds, nothing to it.

Once hooked up, the unit worked fine. It has the capability to transmit at
110 and 300 Baud rates over the standard telephone lines. As an added
benefit, along with the unit I also received a free subscription to "Source"
(a savings of $100.00), which I quickly took advantage of. I will try to
report on the use of the "Source" in a later issue. What does one do with a
Modem? Well, since a friend and I each bought one, the first order of
business was to let my computer talk with his. The RS232 Manual has a brief
program that allows two users to talk to each other 1live. We did have some
problems at first, which was due to the type of phone that my friend has.
It seems that the new phones which have the electronic pushbuttons will not
work, so be careful when you buy a phone. Since I've had the Modem for
about three (3) months, I have exchanged numerous programs with other HUG
members and the unit has worked without problems.

As a final comment, the Signalman works so well that basically there is
nothing to do - dial the phone and flip a switch. It's that simple. If
anyone is interested in buying a Modem, I would not hesitate to recommend
the Signalman, the unit works fine. Considering that the price is well
below the TI Modem, the Signalman is an exceptional buy.

—GAMEING
Below you will find a program that was taken from the SYDNEY NEWSDIGEST
just type it in and see what happens!
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