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THE PREFIBENT’S CORNER

I

BY STEVE FUNKHOUSER

1

, . . ‘

THIS IS A HAPPENI NG MOKMTH I THE TI MORLD MWMITH
THe FEST MWEST GDIns oN In TucsoN. CLIFF SWANK:
Kevin KRPus huullrngs PLENNING TO MAKE THE TRI@
T FeEsST HEST. Tpnsnu IS A GRERT PLACE TR BE 1IN
FEBRURRY ‘
BESY PEIOPLE TEO BE MI TH>
COMEBINATION FOR CERTRIN.
Our oOwHM MnuTHLv FEST WILL BRING US TOGERTHER OH
FEBRURRY 135 BT THE RusTIC HIiLLs MAaLwn. Sam
DoNMRTO MILL BE PRESENTING HIS FROGRAMMI NG
 EFFDORTS IN THE %nnn OoF THE "HRITE A PrRocrAmM"
PROGRAM DEMD. CL:FF SHMANK WILL BE HAROUND TN
RANSMER FAND REUIEM BBS vorFPIcs: AND I LL HAVE THE
TIPS PROGRAM UP| AND RUNNINE:- THIS IS A CHATCH up
MEETING TO . NOT ONLY ECEOMPLETE THE ABOVE TOPICS
BUT TO ALSO PERMIT TIME FHOR HALL IN RTTENDEMCE
T™Aa ASK nussrtnus REOUT HANYTHINGE RAND ALL THINGS
TI. PLERSE BE THERE! I7 Li. LOOK FORMARD TN
SEEING YOuU-

I mmusT HPBLBEIZE FOR DUR RECENT EFFORTS T0O.
BRING REPRINTS o THE TIPS LyBRARY TO OUR
h=h5=R5wﬂ5ﬁﬂEMﬂ#ﬂ%ﬁh CEOPYESTHEREN ¥ UP Tﬁ==$={ﬁ$$ﬁ
‘ENUFF. My nn:s:unus JUST MEREN’ T DARK ENDUGH TN
DO THE JOB ueengn- auvnue MRY RETURN DIFFIDULT
TO RERAD PREES FOR IMPROVED PRINTSs JUST BRING
THEM FUOR REPLAUCEMENT-

THIS 1sS5UE REVEALS A anur PAGE FORMAT TO THES
NEMSLEYTER Tunril AM GOING THO STICK MITH. IT
MAS PRODUCRED ultu PR Pro 99 By Ep JOMNSHOAN HND
Curis Boesax v PAGE PrD 99 1= B "uusr BUuY" For
AMY TI'ER NI TH h NEED TDO PRODUCE GRRPHIES WITH
FOMNTS AND TEXT-IIT DPFERATES FARAST BOTH Ll snnEEH'
AND RT THE PRINTER. ITS INGENIDOUS USE OF THE
TI® = LIMI TED MEMORY SPHCEs 1% R TRIBUTE T8O
THE RUTHORS-. Tu% SIMPLICITY OF THE SYSTEM MEARNS
THRAT LITTLE TIME IS MASTED LERRNING ITS
FERTURES. ir ugs SECOME AN xnpnnrnnr RESDODURSE
FOR ME; AND IT WILL BE FOR YOuU TOo-

THARAT = RBOUVT HLL FOR MOM SEE YOU AT THE MEETI NG
RND THEN ON TD Tucsnul :

AMD jT NIl BE. A HINNING
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W-AGE/99 * NEW-AGE/
99 * NEW-AGE/99 * N
EW-AGE/99 * NEW~AGE
/99 * NEW-AGE/99 *
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* by JACK SUGHRUE, Box 459, East Douqlas MA 01516 *
H 1
e Why NEW- AGE/997 Well, it's been almost a year since my long-running
IMPACT/99 columns were rudely interrupted by a car accident which kept
me from my beloved ¥ little computing machine: ,

So why NEW-AGE/997 After my brush with death last spring - I initially
felt I had -been given another shét at Life (definitely with a capital
'L") and wanted to reflect this New Age even with my computer.
Secondly, 'impact" sounded too much like a crash. "Thirdly, I think my
view from the TI sidelines for so long gave me the distinct perspective
of seeing a New Age arrive for us. And, finally, the sharing and caring
that was shown to me during my repalr time by 99%ers worldwide made me
realize that my commitment wasn’'t to the little computer (that kept me
occupied in thousands of wee hours) but to the people.

Even now, so long after The Event (always capitalized in my family), I

. continue to get cards and letters and disks and TI-related thingies from

all over the world. This past week I got cards from &England, Belgium,

" and Australia. And a few more from this country and Canada. To all

. .
e

those well—w1shers everywhere who were. .s0. supoon&1vezddun;ngmuwwpNAOﬂa»mm~=

recovery, “ITedn only'say . "Thank you”“ You ‘were all very instrumental in

'my rapid comeback. Even the doctors were amazed.

Regarding my operations, the most oft-asked question was., "Will all
those metal plates in your head set off alarms in airports?" I have no
idea. I haven't flown since. I had the stainless steel one and one of
the titanium ones removed in a recent operation; but I still have seven
left. Permanently.

And I am back to work on a slightly 11m1ted basis. And I DC drive. A
new car. My other two-month-old new car was totally demolished when I
hit the tree. And - YES! - I was VERY scared the first time I got back
behind the wheel once I could see okay again. It had Been so¢ long. I'm
still cautious, but I‘'m no loenger frightened.

I had also been drifting toward large blimphood, but. I  lost 1lots of

weight after the accident and have been able to keep it off. Crash
diet. ©So there's another positive,
- I really have a thousand TI people to thank, but I must particularly
single out Charlie Good, John Willforth, Chris Bobbitt, Timothy Dermody,
Tony McGovern, Jim Peterson, Jim Cox, Sister Pat Taylor, and so many
patient newsletter editors for support above and beyond the call of
duty. - Having inadequately given such little thanks when so much more
was due, I'll now move right into N-A #1.

Each month I plan to explore in these two pages some TI fairware and
some commercialware and a bit of the goings-on.

The first going-on is Bill Gaskell's. I am sorry to learn of his
FOUR-A/TALK swan song. For the year he wrote it, it was the most
interesting column around. The variety and the history and the
enthusiasm and the good writing made FOUR-A/TALK the boost we all

-needed. It was a very sustaining coclumn that each month also introduced

us - to aill the new goodies available to us (and there are many). The TI
World Community will sorely miss your writings, Bill. Hurry up with the -

e 9
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skzang and golfzng and get back to your computer,

In Bill's last ert1cle he talked about Jehr Johnson's most recent BBBT :

progrem as.of October 1982, good for Hard Drives, etc.

can still benefit fqom the BOOT. It may not be the ONLY way to go. -but
-1t sure is one of the very best.- Someone sent it to me during the time

| - I wasn't’ able to compute ‘but whén I got back to the keyboard recently I
popped _1t i andl had my . flabber gasted. First it says. "MUG BOOT
"LOADING." That's the Miami Users Group (6755 Tamiami Canal Réad, Miami '

. For those m.
- ' , the "normal"” system of & drive or two but not the techie wizardry, y

FL 33126)

#
Then comes the: 1menu 1 .SHOW DIRECTORY; 2 DISPLAY A FILE + 3 RUN A

PROGRAM; 4-9 Options 1-6; C TI XB.

ey

#1 shows a d1rect6ry of -any disk (including RAMs) and perm1ts_‘mark1ng
of files for viewilng, running, deleting. Marking auto-sets files when

you return to Main Menu. ‘A text file appears when

#2 (DISPLAY)! is

pressed. An XB or E/A file runs automatically if #3 (RUN) is pressed.
When you .press the spacebar another menu (with Optiocns 7- 15 and.TI XB)

is displayed. Press again and a third menu (with 16-24 and TI XB) is

shown. ~ This means you' can type in anything on the options to VIEW or

RUN including LOAD itself, which is handy if you have. a

bunch of LOAD

programs (such as FUNNELWEB) that you want to operate off ANY drive. "If

you have a DSDD and two drives, for example, you could

load ~onto this

MUG BOOT ‘disk all] your favorite programs AND another whole disk of
favorites on Drive z .(And a zillion more.) Then you can put your top
24 on' this menu and your other top 20 onto your FUNNELWEB menus and on

and on.

With this . program you could bu11d the perfect
.yourself but thath ‘only scratchzng the surface of this February

I e - T e e S e A Tt e e e

thzs w1ll do for

 Here are Just a few of the single . keypress thxngs

environment ffor

your minimum XB disk| system: -turn screen off;. load disk directory: print
directory; view text| file; print text file: run XB or EA program: EASILY
‘configure up to 24] (actually. unending number) files for autoload; run
gram/grom modules; delete files; cycle through and mark groms; toggle XB -
color interrupt routlnes off and on; do a CALL routine: change print
device; get and d1sphay ROM header at >6000 (whatever that means);
configure BOOT tracking; display version # and author: toggle instantly

~ between all optlons.[save all conflguratlons, use
keypresses in sudb menus: and so on.

addltzonal active

Could vyou have dreamed that someth:ng S0 wonderful and so simple to

operate, ‘could ever ex1strfor our TI? Get the latest

version from your

I

user—group 11brary tor - wr;te to Miami. Don't forget a decent fairware

donation.

In his fznal column Bill Gaskell was surprised by the .1ngen10us

FUNNELWEB built-in| to. change wupper to lower
CONTROL/period and runnzng the cursor over_ the

case by holding
characters (words

sentences,  etc.) to be speedily converted. 'I don't thznk he realized

that Tony McGovern.also did a reverse - lower to upper - by holding

© . CONTROL/semi-cclon. | Tony told me he added this because he was not a
" good touch’ typlst and found retyping from one case, to the other too time

consuming. The day;after I got this version (4. 0 and up), I was typing

'along without: look1ng at the screen. When I locked up I had 20 lines or

changer I was ‘back to typing in seconds. . Try it the next time you

- of ,upper case: |Zip. With the cursor and Tony's ingenious keypre
FWB (speaking of Wthh have you tried ‘the new 4.27 It s got some gr;;

! LARGE changes.) NEW- AGE/QQ will detail it all soon.
- {If you uss lw—asust plecas put [ ] e- your sxchaags List.} .

7 X 4

Zin
H . - ' ‘ e o
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T I —BASE - From INSCEBOT = 001 CLEAR

TUTORIAL 10.1.1 By Martin Smoley 002 CLOSE ALL

NorthCoast 99 ers - Junel?, 1989 ... 003 CLEAR LOCAL

Copyright 198? By Martin A. Ssoiey 004 LOCALL AGE N 3

005 LOCAL BORN D 8

I an re=ernnq the cupvncht on this saterial, ‘but 1 lnH 004 LOCAL CURDT D B
allow the cogying of this, saterial by anyone under the 007 LOCAL MO.N 3
following conditions, (1) It sust be copied in its enhrety 008 LOCAL DY N.3
with no changes. (2) If it is retyped, credit wust be given to 009 LOCAL YR N 3
ayszlf and the HorthCnast 9%ers, as above, (3) The last wmajor- 010 LOCAL TEST N &
condition is that there say not be any profit directly involved 011 DISPLAY BORN,CURDT, AGE \
in the copying or transfer .of this saterial, In other words, ——————— e ——— - —
€luss cgn use it in their newsletters and you can give a copy REC BORN CURDT AGE
to your friend as long as its free. . ) 0000 :

st

ot

This tutorial (I hope} will give you sose ideas on how to 012 REPLACE BORN WITH "02/12/43"

use the DATE or, D-type fields. Mot too long ago [ was under 013 REPLACE CURDT WITH "0&6/18/89"
- the ispression that you couldn’t -do such with a Date type . O14 DISPLAY BORN, CURDT, AGE

fie'd. Of course ] knew you could sort a date field, and find
records threugh the date field, but. | gidn't think past that REC BORN CURDT AGE

po:ri. Than I got into a situation where ] needed to calrulate 0000 02/12/43 06/18/89

the age of a ewe, That’s right, ! szid 3 ewe, the sother of a - — —- -

taas. 1 couldn’t do a thing with D fields using MN, 0% or YY, 015 REPLACE MO WITH MONTH (BORN)

so ] called Dennis for sose felp, and did I ever fesl like a 016 REPLACE DY WITH DAY (BORN)

gumsy. Dennis said you can extract a acnth by using MONTH, a 017 REPLACE YR WITH YEAR (BORN)

"day by using DAY and a year by using YEAR. *Ask the right 018 DISFPLAY MO,DY,YR,AGE

question and you'll get the right answer {1 thought).® Mot froa

Dennis, from Tl-Base. Now I'il try to explain it to- you. ~ REC MO DYy YR AGE
‘TE in the CFs included in this article the lines with 0000 2 12 A3

—

bers-are-actuzl- LF: "r-"'ergn_Jm“ amLth'% Slinoz. starting.. . ../ ——— T ST ey

th REC or 0000 are the product of the BISPLAY cossands that 019 REPLACE AGE HITH YEQR(CURDT) H
issediately preceded thea. 1f you are entering these CFs, 020 _ - YEAR (BORN)
enter only °the lines that have line numbers, but do not enter 021 DISPLAY BORN,CURDT,AGE, TEST
the line nusbers, The {nnn} seans refer to & specific line ‘
nuecer, o L REC BORN - CURDT ABE TEST

Co o _ 0000 02/12/43 06/18/89 46

A date field is used to store a date in the form *MM/DD/YY", -
*['g sure that this is old news for sost of you."' This fore can 022 REFPLACE BORN WITH "4%5"
be used in a Db field, or in a local variable. An sxample 023 DISPLA}? ‘BORN, CURDT, AGE, TEST
would be LGCAL BORN D 8 {005}, TIB. then creates a local — - ‘ ————
variabie zpace 8 units in length under the nase BORK ‘and the REC - BORN. CURDT ABE TEST
designaticn D Type. D type gnables TIB to perfore Date o000 A4S 046/18/89 46
operations on whatever data it finds stored in that tield or —_ -
variable, BORM 1is presently espty. REPLACE BORN WITH 024 REPLACE CURDT WITH "00/00" | AGE
*42/12/43% (012) would store the date February 12, 1943 in BORR 025 DISPLAY BURN CURDT, AGE TEST
in it's proper fors’ (MM/DD/YY), From this point there are many
things that TIB can do with the data stored in BORN. If you - REC BORN CURDT AGE TEST
enter LOCAL AD X 3 (007} and then REPLACE X0 WITH NONTH{BORN} 0000 A5 00/00 46 A4b
(D15}, 718 would extract 02 fros BORN and place a copy of it in - -
0. The coamand DAY(BORN) would extract 12 and YEAR(BORN} 026 REPLACE BORN WITH "06/31/44"
would extract 43, If you created ABE N 3 and the current date 027 REPLACE TEST WITH DAY (BORN)j

*04; 147977 was in a date §ield named CURDT, REPLACE AGE WITH " ¥ MONTH (BORN)
EARICURDT) - = YEAR{BORW) (020} would place 46 in ASE. 028 DISPLAY BORN,CURDT,AGE, TEST
Usiortunately it doesa’t work in the other direction. REPLACE ~ -~ -
.R’BORNI WITH *45° does not work (as far as [ can telll. If REC BORN CURDT AGE TEST

' anter REPLACE BORN WITH "453° (02‘) the 43 will be place in 0000 06/31/44 00/00 46 44 184
the far lett port:on of BORN, which'is the aonth area. DISPLAY == — —_
BORM wouid then produce (45 =}, without the parenthesis, 029 RETURN Copyright Martin A. Smole:
Concatenation (]} can be used to get the results you want is 030 32 ' 1989
far as placing data into a date ¢ield (025}, You should notice 031 «x i TDT3/C
that the second */° was eliminated {024) to allow for the right. B -

sost space in AGE (004} which has a length of 3. o T
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.~ TIMELINE 88 : o

by Bill Gaskill

"The International
.98/4% User Group

The International 99/4 Users Group or IUG, was Eormed;-actua;lg
incorporated, in September 1880 as the 89/4 Home Computer Usérs
Group. . The idea foq the IUG was the product of Joe Nichols of .
Maryland and Charlag LaFara -of QOklahoma. As most of us know, it
was LaFara who actugllg marketed the IUG and came across as the -
"president” of the group. Nichols was to be the programmer who : -
would provide the sﬁart for the IUG’s Softwara Exchange Library.
Nichols died in Novgmbaf 1381 however, and apparently provided

less than a dozen priograms to the Exchangse Librarg{ It's probably
coincidence, but the managing editor of Enthusiast 99, the IUG's -
official publication From May 1983 to May 1384, was a young lady
named-Dana‘Nichnls,lmhb may have been related. But that is total
speculation on.mg*pﬁrt. . : A

Although the term'uéers~8roup is found in their name, the IUG was

not an actual users |group under the intended definition. It was

more of a commercial ventura than it was a non-profit, regular

meetings holding, for the benefit of the member, Users Group. _

Despite that Fact, as originally incorporated, the IUG charged no

dues. That changed in 1982 however, when basic membarship dues ‘

were offered at $12 Iper. year, and you had to be a member to _ﬁg.“

baqaﬁ$$§5puf¢haséanftmafeﬁzgcﬁﬁﬁgaﬁﬁfﬁ@fﬁﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁvéﬁﬁfﬁ5u§ﬁ=the programs’ =
: . were supposedly in the public domain. o o

Commercial or not, during the early years the IUG did sarve as an
excellant sourcse of’pruducts;and information for the fFledgling
93/4 community. At Ehé time of the IUG’s incorparation, there
were lass than 2,000 TI-99/4 ownars, many no doubt, First time
computer users. So QElp in any form was probably better than none
at all. Through the |IUG’s newslsttar, which was published svery
other manth, Charles LaFara delivered fairly timely 'product neus,
reviews, an-editoriﬂl or two and other information tbat generally

" proved to he intarsqting to the 38/4 haobbyist. Each newslstter
averaged about B pages and now, in looking back, seems to havs.

~contained some of the best documentation of our computer'’s
history $hat-thara'is;to be found anywhere. ‘

" The 1UG's Software Exchange Library, which started cut as I g
mentioned, with less| than a dozen programs, ultimately grew to.be ™
one of thas most axtaﬁsiva*in existence at the time, containing
some 2000 Basic, Extended Basic and Logo programs. The librarian’
Far the IUG Exchanga}prnram was - the late Dr. Guy Steffen-Romanha
of Amnion-Helpline notoriety. o '

Under. the originail Spftwara-Exchanga,Pragram,'a two~-fFor-one -,
@xchange rate was offerad or users could purchase a program for .
$2.50 'esach. -In- February 1881 the exchange rats became four-to-one
with program costs remaining at $2.50. In May 1882, when annual
membership dues werel fFirst levied, the cost per prusram;russ to__-
$3.00 each. Submissions were required to be on cassatte or disk,

]
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" but pufchases aof pfugrams could be obtained in cassette, disk or
hardcopy format.

Beginning on May 1, 1882, . membership in the UG was offered at
$12 per year for ngular status or $50 per uear for the
President’s Club status. The $12 Fee lasted until August 13983
when it went to $16 per year. Regular membership guaranteed
discounted prices on all TI products, the IUG newsletter,
catalogs, -call-in information and referral services, Software
Exchange lerarg useage and new product bulletins,

.Prasident’s Club msmhershlp gave the ussr all of the privileges
afforded to Regular members, plus it added substantial discounts
on 99/4 products. As an example, the Extended Basic module sald
For $99.85 at retail dealers back then. Regular IUG members could
purchase it for $80.00. President’'s Club members got it for
$71.65 though. LaFara had it figured out that if a member
intended to purchase $150 or more in hardware or software
products during the year, the President’s Club was the way tc

go.

As membership grew the IUG Neswsletter was discontinued in favor
of a Full Fledged magazine titled Enthusiast 83 (despite the fact
that Gary Kaplan had been publishing 99er Magazine for some two
years already). During its l1life, the IUG Newslatter uwas
published tm1cs in 18B0 (V1/Ni and V1/N2), eight times in 1881
(U1/N3-U1/NB), six times in ISBE (Va/N1- UE/NB) and two times in
1983 CU3/N1 and UB/NE) o '
&Pﬁ-—k\—”‘-‘-t—:‘i\ ix .-v-r-v-—v«g P }—-.t;.?*-r--“w}i--’\n T oax . T el P "3’?,"‘*"‘ L '9"’“" ot o ¢ S ""—‘4""-&_":'_{' e
In its shorter though perhaps more glamnruus life, Enthusiast 939°
was able to attract authors the likes of John Phlllips{ Charyl
REGENA Whitelaw and Bill Gronos (of Hidden Powers of Disk Fixer
Fame) at one time or another. But the majority of the articles
wers written by LaFara or members of the IUG "staff”. Enthusiast
99 doss have the distinction of being the only “publication (that
I have ever found) to print a phote of the never-relsased
Choplifter gama module written for the 98/4A. It’s aon page 47 of
the Sep 1983 issue. If uou are a trivia buff like me, or a
collector, uyou will want to know that Enthusiast 89 issues exist
for May 1983 (U1N1), Jul 1983 (VU1N2), Sep 1983 (U1N33 Nov 13883
(U1N4), Jan 138984 (UENI}, Mar 13984 (UENEJ and May/Jun 188&
(UEN33, : ‘

The 1UG lasted from September 1980 until May 1985 when it fFolded
under bankruptcy. At the height of its glory, tha IUG claimed :
over 50,000 members around the world, in some 51 countries.
‘According to Ron Albright, writing in ”"The Orphan Chronicles”,
the IUG was the victim of a loss of credibility in the TI .
Community for trying to defend an imaginary copyright over its
library of public domain programs. Albright also alludes to the
IUG’s propensity to promote an image of self-importance and
»insider” status with Texas Instruments (that apparently did not
axist), which by inference might extend to Charles LaFara too.
Parhaps the best evidence of this can be seen in the February
1983 IUG Newsletter, page 5, where the reader is treated to a
phutm of Charles LaFara llghtlng Bill Cosby’'s cigar. The photo
hds nothing to do with anything in the newsletter, it simply -
smacks of "power in association” or self-agrandisement,

i, I
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reinfcrcinglnlbright's claims. - ‘ . DN, i

On the other side of the coin, one can never accuse Charles
LaFara of being TI's lackey. After reading through the entire set:
of IUG Newslestters and the seven issues of Enthusiast 95, I fFound
him to be quite opiﬁionatad about things that T! was doing in ths
898/4 and 4A marketplace. As early as Dscember 1980 LaFara uwas
criticizing Tl prodiced software that performed poorly such as
their Mail List Manager. He was also probably the first of many
to cry foul when TIiForcad the absurd "Munchian Plan” on 99%ers
(Jan-May 1982), req@iring that they purchase any four of the
existing Tl produced command maodules, or any one of tha softuwars
albums (the Uzlue Pécks) in order to get HunchMan. You couldn’t
buy it anywherse. If |you wanted the new game, you had to play TI's
game and go through an intricate proof of purchase routine and
then mail off your erder to TI. In February 1983 LaFara again
blasted Tl for the Plato series, screaming that the entire system
was sub-standard, overpriced and would prabably not be delivered
on time anyway. He even went so far as to label TI's

dependahility on deﬂivering products by the announced deadline a
"JOkB". ‘ ! 7

My first and only c&ntact with the IUG occurred in September 1984
whean I sent them =a check for $14.85 to purchase a copy of Data-
Base 300 from their Master 99 Series. To my complete surprise, I
actually received it, the last wesk of Febraury, 1985. Not a bhad
turn around time, th? Even though Data Base 300 turned out to -be

a bust, I thought that the Master 99 loader designed by LaFara,

%%.,%—:i;ﬁwi-‘?’gwﬁgm%mué@s‘;&%k%mé&incm—:-an.d.-wf-lash-inesﬂ-;c.i??p%i:m?f‘*wasﬁwi‘fﬁrhﬁt’“%‘.“*
wait. o B ‘ o e

] -

¥

Whether one has posiFiva, negative or no opinions about the IUG,
it certainly carved iput a place For itself in TI-88 history.
Besides claiming aver S0,000 members in its hey-day, tha IUG also
supposedly employed.24 people at one time and took in as much as -

$2,000 2 day in orders. That’s not too bad for a cottage
industry. -

Januwary 1, 1890 ' -
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.-.'Str*etr_:hing Your
Braphic Horizons
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'TI—ﬂrt1§t Plus? ($24.95 by Chris Faherty) continues to
de!:vgr the capabilities Ethat capture my attention and
stimulate my imagination. I discover new ways of
presenting. graphics with each session I spend with it.
Todany_aw‘sharing a combination of software
capabilities and a unique graphic knhown as BRDS2FSHS
(Birds to Fishes from the drawing by Echer ). The
following example was created by printing the graphic
three times across the page using:*the "Serunch" option,

The second example has used the Vector option "A" to
pinch the oposite ends of panel %1 and panel #2.

These examples demonstrate a key principle about
graphics: think small. Full sized printing of these
graphics- reveal a coarser resoclution reducing the
appeal of the picture. The ability of TI-Hrtist Plus?
to print three pictures across produces high density
graphics by compression of space. Thats all for now.
Pemember a picture of a thousand words 1s worth the
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USE THIS TO WRITE LETTERS

If you write a laﬁ of letters, or even just a Few and you have -
TI-Writer or one of the clones, tha following file may help you. Simply
type in the file as you see it listed here and then.save it to disk. Any
time you want to write a lstter just load in the file and 'you'll be able

. to write nice neat aqd-prnperlg spaced letters savery time, Lo '_

You will need to customize this Fila with your addrass and make any
ather changes to conform to your style, but this is the suggested Format.
On the style shown hqra, we have also included footer and header cammands
which you might want (to include if you are writing long letters or -

instructions that require more than one page. If you don’t want -tham for
your. average letter, |simply delete lines 0001. and 00038 that include the
.HE and .FQO. ' s ’ :

) COnce you haVS‘cuSQDmized your file and saved it; simply load it into
the editor. whenever you want to write a latter. On lines 0011 you need
to over-write the cuqrECt date and on lines 0013, 0014, 0015, and 00186 _
gou will put in the name and address of who you are writing to. Your -
greeting on line 0018 and your salutation on line 0026 can be in standard
Form or you can .change it \as you 'like. You can then write. your letter
adding lines or elimqnating‘lines depending on the length. IFf your
antire.lestter raquires more than 58 lines it will automatically use
anather page. i. - . : . o
. Don’t Forget to save yoUr letter after writing it. A handy fFile name
would be the last name of tha person your writting. Lo

The format of the headings stc., are taken from the accepted standards

_ used today, - with.a_ﬂitgla<gxparianca ?LETTERFLLE”_mil}hfindjméngdgges. .
E:.?_-z_v:_..z,i_;‘-%z;;:;_;&e #%&%ﬂﬁam-‘ . "*f*%aﬂ“:%:‘-tv DO w-_a}—ho 3 r&»am:«g;w—&*wngﬂ?:%chwr¢w-ﬁ =3
: o : . ‘ o S : _ : e . !
0001 - ,HE""""r"rrrnrnnnn R R S "Your Name % o
0002 .Li 43;RM 72;FI;PL 58 ) o
Q003 .SP.2 - - S ' '

# -

0004 Your Name HMers
0005 Your Address - -
0006 Your City and State
0007 Your ZIP code’ )

cooB  .SP. 2 : - . -
coos Your telephone numbar (optional) .
0010 .5P 2 B ' o -

0011 Date xxxxx, 1990
oo12 .SP 2;LMm 8 : _ : : S o
0013 To Name =~ = - SRR I B
0014 To Address o , o . BTN "‘“KV
0015 To City and State| - - ‘ ' :

0016 To 2ip code SR : N R 0
0017 .SP.2 - 7 . o Lo R
0018 Greetings, . - | . o T o
0018 .SP 2;IN +5- 7" “I : -
0020 -Start your laétter!r
oo2r . . - . o p
ooe22 : S

0023 o S L _
6024 End your letter herge--—--—-—
0025 .SP 2;LMm 43 - | -~ :

0026 Your salutation

o027 .SP §° -

0028 Your Name 7 . . ' S o DA
“‘OOE-S .chnnnajnaﬁnfntn‘nn:\nn;a:o\nnnanan‘s‘_nn‘qnyour Namez . . o "‘:a,.,.

0030 . . - oy T T 5 the: FRONT RANGER
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a. AWARDS

apinion by

. Bill BGaskill

" In the six géars that I have been a S98er [’ve come across alot of

" reading material, bought a Few piecas’ of ;hardware and RUN hundreds, if
not thousands, of programs through the old TMSSS00 CPU. In the many
TI-99 books, Journals; magazines and newsletters that I have read alaong
the way, I have seen some mundane articles, some really good articles,
some great articles and then a few that are of stellar quality. The
-same can be said of the hardware and software that I own. Of courses
each of us develops an opinion about these things, and what follows are
Just my UplnlDﬂS

-

It seems to me tHat ‘those Folks who take the time to provide the
articles and othar information for newsletters stcetera and who take
the time to support the TI Community with products to make our
computers more useful, deserve some recognition. As such, I have
-decided to create a series of AWARDS for those firms, groups and
persons who deserve recognition for their efforts. Df course my
opinions are just that, opinions, and they only apply to the hardware,
information and software that 1 own or have come into contact with. To
the rest of you who write great material for newsletters that I don't
- receive, and to those whp have created hardware and/or softwara
. products that I haven’t gotten around to purchasing yet, my hat is off
to you and I apologxze far not being able.to include your material and =
-u.~prad._»ct5x inTthis . Etlltl:il‘lal’ To those whom I Rave' Tauded, please bask
in the warmth of the praise. You deserve it. To those mhom I seem to
have criticized, just consider the source and shake it off. What do I
know, anyway?

QRTICLE OF THE YEQR (1989 AWARD goss tu Mike Maksimik of tha Chicago
Tl Users Group for his TechTalk article in the January 1983 Chicago
TImes. Mike covers his FDOS software project at the tail end of this
article, but the first half contains some of the basst information
capturad in one place, anywhere, on the P-BOX cards that were planned
and/or prototyped for the 939/4A but never materialized as products
available to users. Fantastic documentation an an important part of
TI-93 history. .

BEST ALL-AROUND NEWSLETTER AWARD goses to the Mid-South 989ers. If thers
were only one neawsletter that I could receive, this is the aone that I
would choose. Pound-for-pound, year after year, since 1982, the
Mid-South Tldbits newslettsr contains more ”quality” information in a
consistently and professionally presentad format, than any other
newsletter 1 have seen. Bary Cox and the others who contribute to this
publication deserve a round of applause and a heartfelt thanks for all
that he and they have done. It is the one that I look forward to
receiving most each month. .

BEST ARTICLE EVER AWARD goss to Anne Dhain for her series of
Ti-Graphics articles that covered using Transliterates to produce

\ graphics through TI-Writer and with TI-Artist and that also covered the
history of 88/4 and 4A .raphlcs/artlst type programs. While these

-1
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articles appeared in,mang newsletters via exchange pragrams, @nne’'s
"Home” Growp is the CthagO Tl Users Group. The articles appear in the .
August-December 1987 lssues of the Chicago Times. Thanks enneI

BEST COMPLETED PRDJECT nuan goes to Nle lacovelli for maklng the :
Hardmare Projects Bock offered bg the' Chicago T1 Users Group a reality.

BEST CODORDINATED EFFDRT AWARD goes to Barrg Traver for

Genial Traveler Dlska21nes They may naot hbe timelg,
worth the walt . ' ’

prcduc1ng the
but everg Dne is

BEST DDCUNENTQIIDN FOR |A PIECE OF SUFTwﬂRE awan goes' to Chuck Dav1s
Kay Davis and Pamela Seurbler Eor thse manual sold mlth QCDRN asg,

BEST EDITDRIALS AWARD
Terrie throws in an eceessicnal barh or two in her monthly col

BEST EFFDRT awnRD in produczng a newsletter under adverse 01rcumstances
is shared by Joe NUVDllnl Kevin Kapus and Cliff Swank of the Front
Range SSers ‘in Colcrade Sprlngs How they "kept them coming” over the

last three- years was sometimes a wondar, but to their‘credit, they did.
Never say die is thelrlmette I guess. ) . '

. | . ' '
BEST FAIRWARE PRDDUCT nwﬂRD is Spllt between Bill Warren far PR Base
and Charles Earl for. TELCD Tme trulg superior piseces of spftware that*_

reallgrsheuld?haVE“been commercial releaseeklnﬁmgfoplnlen TS :k “**”?Ti

~ BEST NEW HQRDwnRE PRDD&CT nwan gees to Hgarc Eor the Hard and Fleppg'
"Disk Controller Card. .

L

HBEST ONE-MAN SHOW ﬂwﬂRE gces to Ollie Hebert fer aIl that he hae done
for the SMAUG SSars 1n ﬁlabama : - ‘

| ,
BEST USER NDTES/TIPS ARTICLE Awan ‘goes te the Southern Callfernle ]
Computer Group for thelr Hlnte Tips and enswers_celumn that asppears as
a semi- regular Eeaturel '
| .
BIGGEST CDHHERCIQL SDFTNARE SUCCESS AWARD (Eer a third- partg product)
goes to Chris Faherty- ef Inscebot Inc., For creatxng Tl-Artist. There’
are probably more ceples of that ‘one pregram in the TI Community than _ !

“

any other. \ ‘:ENQ
BIGGEST BISAPPDINTHENT AWARD goes to Brederbund Software for their -
dec1510n not te produce Chepllfter and David'’'s Midnight Magic: for the
9S/4A .- | ' : '

|
LUNGEST RUNNING TUTDRIQLS QUARD ‘goss to Earl Reguee for his TI Forth
articles in the LA TepIcs I thirik there are over 18 of them now and-
still coming. Running a claose second is Lutz Winkler fFor his series .in
The Cemputer Voice nemslletter of tha SCCG in San Diego. ' . . .

LONGEST RUNNING USER GRDUP goes to the TIHUG guys and gals in Housten
who were among .the Elrst User Groups to ‘Form, that are still in
existence. todag The Chlcago TI Users Group comes in a cloee seeend
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. MOST CONFUSING ARTICLE AWARD goes to Nick lacovelli of the Chicago TI

Usars Group for almost any article that he wrote. I'm sorry, Nick. I
know that sgunds like a shot, but boy did I struggle through your
material. You and Idon't cpsrate on tha same thought plane

MOST CONFUSING DOCUMENTATION FDR A PIECE OF SOFTWARE: nwan goes to me,
for the manual sald with Personal Auditor. -

MOST CREQTIUE ARTICLE NAMES AWARD goas to Steve.mehr, who belongs to
more groups than I have space toc list, but who writes for the LA Toplcs
newsletter, for his SNOW? BBBRRRRRRR! and AARARRRGGGHHH!!! titles in
past LA group newsletters, :

MOST CREATIVE CONTRIBUTOR AWARD to a newsletter goes to Chick DeMarti
of the LA SSers. Chick is a long-time supporter of the TI Community,
dating back to the early BO's when he an George Steffen seemed to write
half the LA-South Bay 8Sers newslstter.

MOST FHITH IN THE TI COMMUNITY ﬂwnRD goes to Laura Burns of
MICROpendium For quitting a secure ”government“ Joh to publish

MICROpendium Eull time,

MOST FANATICAL SS/4A TRIUIQ BUFF AWARD goes to me for having a
one-track mind whan it comes to digging up generally useless facts
about the 83/4A and the Tl Community.

MOST GUTS IN A PROGRAM COORDINATOR AWARD goes to Stave Mehr aof the LA
99ers for having the cnurage' loyalty and conviction to bring Cralg
Miller to.a Users Group maet?ng in LA and, to advertise. the fact--in-
HICRGpandlum where Harrg Brashear was sure to see it.

MOST GUTS IN A UENDOR awan gnes to Jerrg Price of Tex-Comp for
investing a million or more dollars in TI-89/4A. products after the
bailout hg TI. '

MoSsT HUHERDUS ARTICLE ANQRD goues to Gene Bohot Eor his "Tips To
Remember” article in the Pomona Valley Computer Group newsletter.

‘HUST IMPROVED NEWSLETTER AWARD goes to Bob Jemeter, editor cf-the

Chicaga TlImas. Bob has done a lot to bring the Chicago newsletter back
on track after some problems realized during a tremendous growth peciod
that tha group mant through. Thanks,' Bab!!

MOST INNOVATIVE PRODUCT AWARD goes to Dave Rose for his Character Sets

‘ and Graphics Dssign series.

MOST NEEDNED PRODUCT AWARD goes to Dennis Faﬁertg of Inscebot Inc., for
TI-Bass. What more can you say about the premier data managament tool
in ex1stanca in our community? Suparb"i

MOST NEEDED TUTDRIQL-RUQRD goes to Ken Gilliland For his TPA tutorials
in the Mar-Apr ’89 issues of the LA Toplcs. The Printers Apprentice is
probably a great program, but I never have figured it out,

. MOST PRODUCTIVE BOOK AWARD goes to Chrlstcpher Flynn for his "Extsndad

Ba51c Home Applications” book|

fMOST PRDFESSIDNQL"QPPEQRQNCE AWARD in a newsletter goss to BJ Mathis of
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the SouthWest 99ers. While their newsletter is usually pretty short, LY

about 7-8 pages mach m
from the print shop. I
and she also takes a g
praduces. T i

MOST PROLIFIC WRITER A

ar more Tips From Tige'

with several other art
several in the Rurnner-

N S : o
l Dae D . N ) . ‘ C A &
|
|

LY

=
b”th\ it is consistently prodiced liks it came %ﬁ,
t is obvious to me that BJ goes to alot of effort - .
reat deal of pride 'in the end product that she - :

WARD goes to Jim Peterson, the TigerCub, For .60

FCub articles he has written over the years alon
icles on XB Subprogramming stc. Thera are g
Up class in this category, namely Dave Wakely of

-the Chicago TI Users Group For his many Disassembly and Spad Advanturs

articles, Gary Cox of
member since his early
Steffen. of the LA 93er

Cleveland area and Joe|

Springs,

MOST USEFUL’BOOK AWARD
Reference Guide”,

MOST VERBOSE (the Char

Chicagao T1 Users Groupf

thoughts and informati
honestly hope to meet
articulate and intelli

the Mid-South 99ars, who has heen a contributing
teen .ysars, Chick Detarti and thes late George
S, Martin Smoley of the NorthCoast S9S9ers. in the.
Nuvolini of the Front Range S89ers in Coldrado

goes to Cheryl Whitelaw for Har "Programmer’s_\

les Dickens) AWARD goes to Don Jones of the

; ‘How he' can take so many words .to convey the
on that he does, is truly a wonder. Don,- 1

ch in person one day. You are truly an

gent individual with a mastery of the English- -

‘language beyond the nn?m. Bo .you get paid by the word?

" ONLY FULL-TIME VENDOR

3 ‘:(J T AR e = v
* marvel. -

POOREST - SUPPCORT AFTER.
takes them to process

égﬁ$bﬁgHgmﬁagﬁgéggg§§§£égig§ipgb%mluggg@5uppurt1ngg&ﬁgﬁiigggqpygipqgiﬁ,a

o . ~ L
?NHRD goes to Chris Bobbitt of Asgard Software.

. T
I‘ . 4 ‘
THE SALE AWARD goes to Myarc for the wesks it -
a repair. Sure glad [ bought a backup' HFDC,  or

I'd still have no hard!disk;
: N DR

‘ S A ' - ' R
STRONGEST CDNHERCIQL”SQFTNQRE SUPPORT ‘AWARD goes to Craig Miller for
the many superior products that he producad in support of this

community.

1

STRONGEST FAIRWARE, ADVOCATE AWARD goes to John Taylor ‘who gave us '
Checkbook and- Budget Manager, Alphanum Delight, Sprite Editor and a
host of other. axcellent fairwars offerings. o )

- THICKEST NEWSLETTER éwau-goss to the Chicago TI Users Group for the ¢
most consistently vcluminous-nemslstter. o , L '

wall folks, guess I’'ve done enough damage for one article. Easg—onrﬁhe
~ letter bombs pleass. -Mj wife works for the Postal Service and 'l .
wouldn’t want her to.gat blown up hy a lstter that was' intended, for me.

See ya at Fest~-West. I!

;\.

will be wearing a bdllst—prpcf vest. .

LPLTA

e
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THIS DYNAMIC PACKAGE .
OF UTILITIES AND HORLD—
FPROCESSING RIDS CREATES
OME COF 'THE MOST EXCITING
zng:ﬁcnnsn%%zgén THE
KORLDS oF TI. HEND THE
GEMEYE. -

" FEN THINGS IN THIS

- ..

'“b ';w - | '_

ARE GOING TO MAKE YOU RS [Orper PLUSTY TODARY &
HAFEY A THI= NEK L(AND BRING A LITTLE FUN &
FIMALY]) vERSION OF THE LOTS OF INGENIOUS FRO-
rorvLar PLUSY series, GRAMSs TUTORIALS & TEM-
ONE OF THE MOST USED| PLATES INTO YOUR LIFE..
SOFTHARE PHCKAGES IN OUR _
TI Horrpo CoOMMUNITY. ' JACK SUGHRUE
' ——.‘ - T }ii‘-?.’\“., I 4 R | A R S Bog 433 - . -
4| R TR ! &%jg s | E DovcrLas N
N E O E ¥ - ' ,. & . . B 1 5 1 5

ALmosT 1408 SECTORS OF FURE - [LNHL
DYNAMITE HILL KEEP YOU AHAKE FOR

FRINT OQUT TO A Sl—PRGE MaANUVAL/TUuTORIALT]

HriTer (or FUNNELHED) aNp/or XB CONFIGURATIONS.

LOTE OF FUN-FILLED NIcHTS! (THeE DOCCsE FOR EXAMELE,

K - P
pI—US! E.' e STILL HAS THE TINY FROGRAMS. AND

TEMFLATES THAT GIVE YOU THE FEELING YOU HAYE 8 RAMoIsk
FOR MANY APELICATIONS EVEN IF YOU HAVE THE MINIMUM 11

Nom » e
- BALL oF THE GRIGINAL Tue GOOD NENS -i:> :

TKIND AVAILABLE BNYKRHERE

PLUSY rILeEs (PROGRAMS> , SFTILE
TEMFLATESs TUTORIALS PLUSY 1s aLmosTt THICE
MANUARLJ) ARE NOH UEDATEDS THE SIZE AT THE SAME LOH
IMPROVEDs  OR ENTIRELY |- Farruare PRICE ofF $10.
REPLAOCED. IN ADDITIONS [OROUPKRARE PRICE
NUMEROUS NEX FILES ARE || PER USER GROUPF CHN END
ALDED TO MAKE THIS THE UF COSTING INDIVIDUALS
\ MOST COMPFLETE: MOST PON— CONLY 4 DOLLAR OR THO

ERFUL ENYVIRONMENT OF ITS RITH FULL REGCISTRATION-.J

o

e S G Ly

AT ANY PRICE! . -SrecIFy DSSD or SSSD-
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FRI9CC PROGRAM LIBRARY
DISK OF THE MONTH.

g ¥ - .._.

fMF,P:TINE : i TABAZE" Freewars. THi
YORE Taps Da ngram w“itteﬁ_by Bob
@ gﬁuu program and with Fﬂltﬂ From g

GAME CXSR TETRIGK
£ L ARGREOIDSY i
CBAME A4S BUZZARDS®E 127 (RUM FROG
UTIL  X/B YORX C1En UGELFLOAD:

R
ARCHIVED 111 Ver. Z.02 DATED 8/1&/80

1 ) ) B

ERUCE™S "Wﬁﬁw.DISF oF GLD LIEFQFY PFDG AMS THIS MOMTH
BOUD "uTIL" FRFGhﬁHb. .

‘ N
} o Nt
g ‘-::f;e - L=5L
= g last® unth o ge%“ﬁﬁﬂwgamtz FEESETE &
LI ol offer them o I muhthg, Theq ik’

Sk 11brary they go.?

Do to major changes in tax forms from the tax FoGrAmS 10
HEEWES ® B =
library. I'had to cancel last months mad “tax" disk.

s . . ) ¢

MNUTE #Zr Last months disk of the month Disk #27 (FR??CCF%iF
v Cmals agﬂlﬂ we did not have time to see the demg.
this disk haz his program =on it. {(see Jan 50 NfL

AT ‘Sam’§ arti cle "WRITE A FFDGFQM” quge 5 % 5.1

TONOTE #4':ua5t manﬁh I ertn that we will DFFEF TtI.F.S. 2 odisk -per
- mvaer the next several manths until we get it 2ll out. Side 1 of
-

SvEr

Farat diak has the docs and side 2 has the main program to run T.

and & few utility (files. The second disk is some graphics to go AR
the prodram,  ALL {THE REST OF THE DISE TO COME ARE FULL OF GRAFPHICE «

e
Well if you were at the meesting you know I changed things. IF vou-wsrs
s

not I am getting MIFS out az fast as I can. I have a sign up shs
S 5ideds/E Density |and one for D sided/S Den=1L«. Dn_thégé'ﬂhee+”'aver?
thI will let you know what disks are vailable. You can order 2=
=, you fan afford at a time. I will hﬂve the shegts at all the

. (1€ you lare one DF our mail orders let me krow what type of
Vil have aﬁd I will =end a Copy of the sheet with what iz
= with'ymuv arder} S —_ . '

! : :
REMEMBER TD PAY AUTHORS FGF "FAIFWARE" PROGRAMS
| IT°S THE "FAIR“ THING TGO DO
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FRIACC PROGRAM LIBRARY
BISK OF THE MONTH
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.. Program Review by, BRUCE M. ALMEIDA
MY ”“T 16 SYSTEM. {1} NP GOOD

[t Lo
N b

drtea under
oF my rating
only unfalr

I would uss

1 .
month T oest
Cdown

Cto

I iar

maﬁj, L iiow Huu
L als PO &am
G oagr &
z1l +1m€m4q

it weawrd,

Y

and
Y o lay or
and I may
“thiz is
I'can.

A COPY COST OF $2.00
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or take away from this
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-1 a game with no decrease
Speed- (EXCELLENT) &Gr aphlc

is Jjust like the arcade game. 7
play=sd the tune of "Farsley Sage Qoﬁuma.y L Thyme"
in the action om speed.
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e

by Alexandesr
I was very

Hulplks
impras
AS YO
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=- (EXCELDENT) Difficulty-—
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FAIRWARE.

X/B (SELFLOAD) DOLCS.

"AFEFDIDC"VThi
YU

TING (F+))
111 allens before they get
taph1:5-(EXCELLENT)

}) "BUZZARD BAITY
away fFrom buz
I rneeded him fo.

DlFflculty—’:XLELLENT;

oalr

DiffFiculty—{very good)

FRONT FANMGE QQ;FS,QQHPUTER‘CLUB =

ifi

is a game whereiyou Fly a
prtion- (EXCELLENTN\Speed- (very
AL (LDED B RLUN)
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FAIRWARE This is a ”“Qﬁ%ﬁfm”
ds. I had a little trouble wucting
Action— (very, good? «peedwtgnid}
Azl (RUN FROGRAM FILE)
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