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FOLLOW UP.... 128K MEMORY ......... by Steve Lawless

Well, inspite of great doub%, *he DISK EMULATOR 15 finally
available, 1 recaeved mv updated carg back from Foungation over
two weeks ago. Let me <ell vou about i+,

First the program i1s in FIFRMWARE. This means the program is on
chip 1n the card. Thies in “urn means you never need o0 locao a+.
I~"s alwavye there.

m

When used., the program creates a pseuco device DS%Y. Ypu use 1t
just as you would a gisk., "SAYVE DSKFX.PRGMX" This “nen uses <he
EXhra memcry oON youwr card as i1+ i% were a gisk., However. —he new
feature 1n not a <rue DISK EMULATOR but a DISH FILE EMULKATOR. The
ditfterence is that a true cisk emulator woulo allow any number of
“i1les. The disk 4ile emuiator will only allow 2 fiiles ot up =o 2K
each. Thiz can cramp your stvle 14 your ;ob needs several files
not a few big ones.

Based on reviewing the chip and Founoations literature. 1 think
they “r:eg for a «<rue disk emulator but were unable to fi+ <he
program in =—he 8% space limitation.

But, inspite of that one drawback. the program works. <hese <1les
can do arvthing a disk can do. Not oniy that, they do i+t alot
taster. VYou can <emporarily save a basic program to 1t while you
Work on another. or do something elise entirely different. You can
temporariiy save TI-WERITER files o i+, etc., These fiies are reac
< tames faster than disk and writterr & times faster. I have beesn
using 1T with assemblily languags. A program that assembigs in 3
mirnutes @ seconds on disk, assembles i1n | minute ang 5 seEcones on
DBkX. Mot oniy is 1t faster, 1t saves alot of wear and tegar on my
disk., This is where the disk file emulator shines. Il vou have
work that uses alot of disk access DSKX can be a reai help.

I must caution vyou omn one problem that :1s not the caros fautt.
That i1s the restractions placed by the T1 software 1tseif on DSKX
access. MULTIFLAM will not recocnize DSKX. Therefore. +ne device
1S useless in this appiication. VYery unfortunate. TI-WRITEFR w2ll
oniy look for the editor and <he formatter on DSK1., But. i< wiild
save and i1ocad files to DSKX. I"m not sure how to access i1t from
FASCAL. Also Foundation does not provide a2 transéer program. Y ou
must do the operation manually . This can necessitate a spec:adt
program to transter your datz files.

Finaily, %o sum things up, DSKX 18 not quite as powerful as 1 nac
hoped but, I am very giao 1 own 1+%.
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You may have noticed that all prograas
published 1n the Tigercub’s Tips are in
2B-column format, just the way they wmil
appear on the screen. And they are
printed directly from L1STed actual
programs, so that they cannot contain
typographical errors - don’t you wish
the cosputer maqazines d1d that'? The
probles is that when a program listing
1s merged into the TI-Writer bufter and
printad 1n the éoraatter mode. the 8,

&, ¥ and the exponent sign are treated
as control characters, and strange
things happen!

The following program will convert a
progras. which has been listed to disk
with LIST "DSKI,FILENAME®, intp a file
1n 28-column foraat which can be loaded
into Tl-Writer, and will optionally
substitute the left and right braces,
ASCIT 124 and the tilde tor the &, &,

! and the exponent sign, and trans-
literate thes so that thev w::]l print
correctly in the formatter mode.
However, for that very reason this
program will not print correctly' When
you come to line 288, type DATA shitt 2,
tetn F, shift 7, fctn 6, shiét &, tctn
W, shitt B, fctn A,

108 DISPLAY AT{2,4)ERASE ALL
+*28-COLUMN CONVERTER" :: DI
SPLAY ATI5,12):"bv Jia Feter
son®
118 DISFLAY AT(7,1):* To con
vert a progras, saved":'with
LIST "*DSKI.FILENAME®® *:*y
nto 28-coluen format which':
*can be merged into the text
120 DISPLAY AT(11,1):*butter
of Ti-Writer.*
130 DISPLAY AT(13,1):* Optio

" el
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6@ & 8 and " tor cor-":tr
ect printing from toraatter"
:"epde. "

148 DISPLAY AT(18,1):* Do yo
u want to print the":*file

ros the*:® (Eiditor?*:" (Fio

raatter?*

158 ACCEFT AT(Z3,1)VALIDATE(
*EF*)BEEP:0

168 DI® AS{1008):: CALL TLEA

R s INPUT *What 15 the FILE

NAME? DSK1,":FN$ :: FN
$="DSK1."kFNS :: PRINT :
178 INPUT "what is the new F
ILENAME?  DSK1.®:PN$ :: PN$

="DSK1."&PN$ :: DPEN $1:FNS,
DISPLAY ,VARIABLE 88, INPUT ;
: DPEN #2:PN$,DISPLAY ,VARIA
BLE 86,0UTPUT

180 IF Q$="E" THEN {98 :: PR
INT #2:°,TL [26:94;° :: PRIN

T 42:". 7L 123:64:° 2 PRINT
#2:°,70 125:38;" i1 PRINT 82
LTL 124:42;0

190 FOR (=1 TD 1008 :: LINPU
T #1:A8(L):: IF LEN(ASIL-1))
=88 OR LEN(AS(L~1))=168 THEN
AS(L-1)=A%{L-1)kAS(L) s LsL
-1

200 IF EOF(1)THEN L=L+t 1: B
070 220

200 NEXT L

220 FOK J=1 70 L-1 :: §=!
230 FOR T=1 70 18 :: B8(T)=5
E6S(A$(J),5,28):: IF Q8="E"
THEN 248 :: BOSUEB 289

24p 5=5+28 i1 NEXT 1

250 FOR N=1 TO 10 :: IF BS(N
)<>** THEN PRINT #2:8$(N)
268 NEXT N

270 NEXT J &+ CLOSE 92 52 CL
DSE #1 :: END

280 DATA W, @ % & ~,* 8.8

296 KESTOKE 288

388 FOR w=) 70 4 :; READ CHS
N1

310 x=POS(BS (T CHE, 1):: [F
1=p THEN 338

320 BS(TY=SEES(BS(T), 1, X-D¥
R$LSEGS (B$(T), X+, LENIBS(T))
Yis BOTO 218

330 NEXT W :: RETURN

Now, 1t that’s what | give awdy, i1sn’t
it worth a dollar to find out what I’
selling?

Happy hackin’
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NEW OFFICERS AND COMMITTES
By Diane Kelly

The vear will soon be over. With holidays coming up it seems
like the last couple of months go faster that the other months.

Please think about being an officer or getting on a committee
and helping wvour club stay around. It's vour club and it will
only be what vou make it. We have one of the best, if not
the best computer club &around. We need vour help.

1f vyou are a little hesitant wpout doing the job, the past
officers and committee chairperrsons will be glad to help vou out.

If vou are intereste« in being an executive officer, please
let the nominating committee Knovw, they will be glad to hear from
vou.

Also, we need new chairpersons for committees; namely, the
Education Committee, the Recruitment Committee and the Fguipment
Committee.

CLUB NEWSLETTER

Huve you evei dieamed of being an editoi? How vyou can be.
our present editor, Jack Thorpe has done a fantastic job for two
vears. Because of his work he do-s not have time to do the
newsletter.

Mavbe vou can get a friend to be an assistant editor. There
1s usually plenty of articles and information supplied from club
members for the newsletter, it is mostlv a matter of organizing
them and putting it on parer, getting it printed and mailed out.
If you are interested see Jack or call 368-1620.
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