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Newsletter PLUS-——-$30/vr. (Continental U.S. EXCERTY
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CUNTACT
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(H14) 231-1497
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C. OO0 NN 1o MIPMMNUTES

Saturday, Novembsr 1&.1991.

Hefore the business meeting, Chuck Grimes demonstrated Midi Master 99 with
his Yamaha PSR~3I00 kevboard, and discussed the features of both. He also
demonstrated Barrvy Hoone™s new Sound F/X.

President Chuck Grimes conducted the business meeting. Treasurer Everett Wade
gave the treasurer’™s report.

Chuck treported on the Chicago Faire and the Milwaukee Faire. Only three of
our members went to Chicago and only Chuck went on to Milwaukee. Chuck
mentioned all the vendors and their products.

Procedures for access to the Clearing House BBS were discussed, and it was
decided to hold a teleconference of the officers to finalize these details.

Dick Begery introduced a motion to commemorate the 10th anniversary o+
C.O0.N.N.I1. with a special celebration meeting at the Martin Janis Senior
Center. The motion was approved.

Dick Beery was appointed to organize a nominating committee for the election
of officers.

Atter the business meeting, John Parkins demonstrated Danny Michael?’s
fairware program Neatlist,

Respectfully submitted by co-secretary Jim Peterson

Hednesday, November 27, 1991.

I am not sure what time the meeting opened. as vour secretary arrived late.
Dick Beery gave the Treasurer®c report for Everett Wade, who could not attend.
He also sold blank disks and Micropendiums. President Grimes reported many
details of the recent Chicago Faire. A lengthy guestion—and—answer period
followed. Another lengthy discussion centered on the exact management of the
Clearinghouse portion of our Spirit of *99 BBS.

To save time, President Grimes appointed a caommittee, which has since met at
Dick Beery®s home on December Sth, to make final decisions regarding the
Clearinghouse. (for the result, see the information elsewhere in this issue).
Irwin Hott will send letters to those who have already signed on. Other
publicity will be generated so that cothers may be made aware of the opportunity.
Discussion followed reqgarding a possible disk exchange for educators using the
?9/48 with their classes. Interested educators should write to the editor.
After the business meeting was adj;ourned, Chuck Grimes demonstrated Barry
Boone s F/X program and Dick Beery demonstrated the same programmer’™s Gif-Mania
program. The megting broke up at approximately 10:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Dick Beery, Wednesday Secretary

—————

""Lowea 1= b1l irmndz +r-iemndship Er-ries mot o
Mmoot i ol v
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SAaTURDAY MEETIMNG 21 DEC 19921

Chemical #Abstracts Building — Columbus
8: 30AM Setup, coffee, and doughnuts
9:008M Disk ot Month, 10: 30AM Business
Micropendium, Meeti1ng
Beginners help,
Libraries apen 11:=:15AM Demos:
Dick Beervy
Tl Casino
7:30AM Guestion and 12: 15PM Assembly S106
Answer Feriod
?:4568M TI-Writer class

Jean Hall
Recent changes

WEDNESDAY MEETING — 25 DEC 1971

McDONALD?’S —f— Cleveland and Main —— Westerville

CHRISTMAS.

MEETING CANCELED DUE 10O
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VAFORWARE, SLOWWARE AND NO WARE AT ALL

by Jim Peterson

When Texas Instruments was still selling the TI-9%/4A, and producing new
perlpherals and software, they tended to be extremely secretive abiout what they
were working on — thus effectively discouraging any third party developers who
would have faced financial disaster if TI came out with the same product.

Atter Black Friday., all such restraints disappeared. Third party hardware,
software and publications began to appear. Dthers wetre announced but never did
appear - and thus the term "vaporware" was coined, although perhaps it did not
originate in the TI world.

Une of the foremost early examples of wvaporware was the fabled Fhoenix

computer announced by CorComp, which never did arise from the ashes as did its
equally mythological namesake.

ANd a more recent example was PRESS, the long-awaited program that would make
the TI as good as the I-word computer.

sometimes the vaporous mists did Finally blow away to reveal a new and
valuable product, such as Myarc’™s 9440, the Geneve ~ but then its promised
support again became enveloped in the mist.

And so the Tl warld became very wary of any announcements of new products. I
have been contacted a few times by hardware hackers and programmers  who
envision some qreat new product and want to know what the market might be, or
just want to talk about it. The advice that 1 give 1s — don”t even tell vour
mother about 1t wuntil vou are ready to ship!

Almost all new hardware products are still being announced long before they
are ready to sell, although nowadavys most of them do eventually come on the
mar ket. There are many reasons, ! am sure. Some developers want to test the
market reaction before they commit time and money in the shrinking TI market.
Some perhaps want to discourage competition., as Texas Instruments did. But
most, I believe, just can™t wait to tell the world what they have accomplizshed,
or expect o accomplish. I can’t blame them — they are doing some ftantastic
things with this long—~ obsolete computer.

Once the vaporware has become reality, and is actually on the market, all too
often the vaporware hecomes slowware -~ the customer sends his order, his check
is cashed, and he waits - and waits - and waits!

Agaln, there are probably many reasons. The person is in most cases working
a full-time job or going to college, and marketing his product in his spare
time. Perhaps he is swamped with arders — although, after 8 vears of trying to
sell to the TI community, I +ind that unlikely!

More likely, he is being swampsd with questions and complaints regarding the
products he has already shipped. Some of the customers try Yo call colleck,
and those who write seldom give enough information. I+ it is software, some of

the complaints are on the level of "it says to push any key — my computer
doesn”t have any kev'. I it is hardware, it probably requires some technical
knowledge o install and any technoklutz — like me — is bound to need some
help. And, with so many independent hardware developers, compatibility

praoblems are enor mous,

Also, mavbe the fellow has become aware of a serious bug that needs Fixing,
or has almost completed a masor improvement, and is trying to find time to take
care of that before filling any more orders.

I can svympathize with all of these reasons, and others. Those whpo are still
developing hardware and software for the TI are doing it largely as a labor ot
love, and their remarkable knowledge and ingenuity could probably be more
profitabhly directed toward a computer which has an expanding rather than
decreasing user base. We owe them ouwr gratitude. HOWEVER! -

ANY VENDOR WHO CANNOT SHIF HIS PRODUCT WITHIN TWO WEEKS OWES HIS CUSTOMER A
POSTCARD EXPLAINING THE REASON FOR THE DELAY AND THE ESTIMATED DATE OF

HEeXY PAGS
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HHIFPMENT!
And another postcard, with offer of refund, 1+ that date 1= ngt m#et!

Fostcards cost 19 cents, and take a minute to write - no one is too husy to do
that.
The same applies to items sent for repair - i they cannot be repaired in two

week s, or within whatever periad is specified in advertising, the customer
decervea a postocard!?

Apbout this business of cashing checks before shipping merchandise — R & wErw
few occasions [ have waited for a check to clear the hand heforo shippRinmng an
unusually large order to an unknown customer. Otherwise, 1 ship By YThe neet

working day, except for mv annual i10-davy tishing trip to Minnesota. I B vears
ot business, I have had two bounced checks, and both of them were made oood.

I+ I was selling a product that cost a considerable amount and requirsd a
considerable investment in time and material to produce, 1 might «wai1t +for the
check to clear before shipping. The bank can tell vou within ten davs 1+ @&
check has cleared, so therese is no reason o wait more than two wseks,

Among  those who have currently been accused of slowness anddfar lack of
response to inguiries are Myarc, Bud Mils, Gary Bowser of OFA, Milke Maksimibk of
Lrystal Software, and Fike Creesl. Asgard Software was a notorious offendess but
Chris Bobbitt has now taken on a partner and claims +o  be giving promst
Service.,

In fact, this article was inspired by my experience with Crystal Software. I
ordered Midi Master on 25 August, and my check was promptly cashed. I =ent  an
rnguiry on 29 September. I gave a +Friend a letter addressed to Mike,
authorizing the friend to take delivery for me at the Chicago Faire oaon 2
Movember. Mike told him he had just shiped it to me. Ads of 15 November I have
sti1ll not received it!

And ftinally, to the subject of no ware at all — when checks are cashed but no
merchandise is received and inguiries are not answered. There have been guite
a few incidents of such over the past several vears, mostly involving software
companies which went out of business without Ffilling some of the orders for
which they had received payment - and publishers going out of business without
filling or refunding subscriptions.

The most recent examples involve JF Software, and there are many who are
wondering whether the item they returned to Mvarc for repair will twn out Eo
be very veryv slowware or no ware at all.

Now, J. Feter Hoddie 1s a fine voung man and a programming genius whom |
greatly admire. He contributed a great deal to the TI community. _ater, hes
and Faul Charlton set up JP Software to market a few of his products, and some

fine praoaducts produced by others. Not long after, he secured emplovment  with
Apple, and it is reported that he was required to sign a contract which made it

impossible tor him to continue selling to the TI world,

Somewhere along there, something went badly astray. There seems to be no
doubt that checks were cashed, but software was never shipped. 1 am sure that
Feter would never cheat anyone, but it is esgually certain that come users did
naot get what they had paid for. Fortunatelvy, Jerry Coffev has been ablie tno
contact Feter and arrange to take over distribution of at least somse of his
titles, including shipment of those which were purchacsed but never received.
Beery Miller has made arrangements to distribute the Mike Dodd programs  which
were being offered through JF Software. but is not responsible for previous
unfllled orders. More recently, I have read a complaint that Haker Sofhware,
which +ormerly advertised game programs in Micropendium, has cashed checks
without shipping merchandise or responding to inoguiries. However, I wrote to
them and they assured me they were =till in business.

I+ a vendor wants to go out of business, It would take only a few minutes to
scribble a postcard to John Koloen, who would certainly publish 1t in

Micropendium. IFf they are operating From a postoffice box., they need onlvy
close the box to have all further orders returned to the sender. I+ they are
NEXT PAGE
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LUsing a home address, as many are, they can mark the lotter= "“no longer at this
address? and drop them in a mailbox. |

I+ a programmer has written and marketed a useful applications or uwutilitvy
program unlike any otbther, thereby discowaging anvone else from writing a
Ssimilar program, and no longer wishes to sell it, I do think that he haE_ A
moral, although not legal., obligation to license it to another vendor or o
release 1t as fairware (why bother!? or public domain., 1 have been the TI
world = most outspoken opponent of piracy, but I would Find it hard to
criticize anvone who copies, or allpws to be copisd, such a program which has
been left in 1imbo.

In +act, it I Find mvseltd in need of a program marketed by soneone who is
notoriously slow and unreliable, I may just gbhtain a copy from someone and then
mail the author his asking price. thereby saving him the cost of a disk and
postage and saving myself a great deal of frustration.

AR KOK KK 30K 30K K KK 5 kK KKK K R KM K KR KO KR K ROK R R KK KKK R KK KRR KKK KR KR KRR R KR KKK KKK

This pext article comes from Tarrant, Alabawma. Our friend, Allan lLox
who experienced a ribbon problew with his Gewmini I10X. Allan had a article
pablished in our Nay/91 issue dealing with a printing problen with the Gemipz
IOX and how he saolved it¢t. Thanks ARllan for your articles. —ED.

MORE ON GEMINI 10X FRINTER

By Allan Cox

I have been reading several articles regarding problems with the

Gemini 10X printer ribbons or printhead, and thought you might be
interested in how a computer friend of mine solved his praoblem.

Last year he noticed the ribbon was hanging at the printhead. He
carefully took the printhead from the carrier, and upon examination

found that the ruby pin guide was loose in the head. Evidently, 1in
operation the ruby created a wedging effect against the ribbon because

of being loose. He used a contact cleaner to remove the ink residue.
Then, using a toothpick, he applied a small amount of Super Glue
around the outer edge of the ruby after he had aligned it in the head.

After the glue had set, he continued to remove the cother ink
residue from the head, and then remounted the printhead on the
printer. When he tested it, it worked fine.

You might recall that I wrote an article about cleaning the
printhead on my Gemini 10X, and it helped. The quality of the printing
dropped quite a bit, so I replaced it with a new one last summer. 1t
was like having a mnew printer. I got it from a local distributor for

$75.00, and was glad to get it.

I print and sell family genealogical hooks, that average 45 to S0
pages each, in addition top many articles, so over the last five years
my printer has primted millions of characters. What a reliable,

vearsatile maching.
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Il WURELLD NEWS December 1791 compiled by Jig Feterson

Asgard’ s Keftlections has resumed publication with Yolume 2 No. 4, but new
subscriptions are not being accepted and only two or thres more (ssues are
planned. Chris Bobbitt promises that all subscriptions will bhe satisfied oane
way or another.

Asgard Publishing has now began publication of Asgard Briet, a shorter
publication devoted to news of upgrades and new products from HSsgard Hottware,
User groups can get a free copy by sending a postcard to Asgard Fublishing, PO
Box 10306, Rockville MD 20849, and copies can be purchased for 25 cents, but it
15 not available by subscription. The same information 1s availzashle by download
trom Delphi and Genie. Asgard Publishing alsa publishes FPage Fro Times  for
users of Fage Fro. Issue & was released in (Jctober.

Asgard Software is retrenching somewhat, 1in order to give better service, and
will deal primarily 1in software rather than hardware. Flans + or the
reintroduction of the Mechatronics 80-column card have been cancelled. Chrisg
reports that since he took on Harrvy Brashear azs a partner, orders are bhbeing
filled in 3 or 4 davs rather than & or 4 weeks, and products retuwrned far vrepany
are being completed 1n 2 to 4 weeks.

Asgard has released 4 new games (T1-Fei, Classic Checkers. Colors and Starbase
Faiders), and has made arrangements to offer three Comprodine games (War Zone,
Living Tomb and Boxsteine), one from Notung (T1I Casing) anc &
never—-hefore-released intocom Adventure titles. The new Asgard Saoftware
1991-1992 Entertainment Catalog i=s available free from Azgard Sotiware, PO Bos
10304, Rockville MDD 2084%.

Disk Only Software (PO Box 244, lorton VA 22079 will soon be offering Tony
Lewis’ s "Interface S5tandard and Design buide™, a compendium of some of the most
important reterences on 11 hardware design.

The +Following repart on the Berlin 71 Falre i1is condensed from a report by Jdim
Fetzner in Reflections and a letter from Alexander Hulpke published in the Lima
newsletter. One of the features was a new F-System for the TI-29/48 and Leneve,
not requiring the P-Code card. It was rewritien Ffrom scratch, sunports
S80—column cards and more disk drives, and runs 3 or 4 times faster. It 15 still
in the process of final debugging and testing.

tThe Herlin User Group was selling, for about 3460, a device to install a Speech
Synthesizer 1in the F-Box. Unlike the Have card, this device contains the RilMs
from the TEII cartridge, thereby allowing unlimited text +to speech 1n  any
programming language and without the memory limitations of the disk-—bhased
Text—to—Speech.

Tl Club bLeipzigq was demonstrating a true video digitizer for the P-box which
acteptis a wvaideo input through standard parts and digitizes 1t 1n real time (on
the f1ly!) 1nto a My—-Art/YAPP format picture suitable for display on an BO—column
card. It uses wvery expensive new chips and theretore costs about 500, The
same group demonstrated modified routines for disk access which allowed direct
controller programming, avoiding the TI file system overhead, thereby achiewving
speed comparable to a hard drive. They alaso discussed an AT-Bus hard disk, but
had not written a DSR for it.

Another group was demonstrating, and expects to have avallable soon +ar about
$100, a T1I Hex—-Bus interface which allows the TI-29/4A to be used with the manvy
peripherals which Texas Instruments released for the CLC-40 hand-—-held computer.

Also displaved., and costing about %14, was a simple chip and motherboard for
the Mechatronics 80—column card which expands the number of available colors
from 2546 to 2568 out of 2556,000. Alexander Hulpke suggests that it could be

adapted +or the DIJIT card or the bGeneve i+ an uwnused B8-hvyte area could be +ound
to decode.

Also released was XB3, a complete rewrite of Tl Extended Basic which 1= 1646k
larger, offers dozens of new commands, i1s 1004 compatible with existing XHasic
programs and runs them an average of 2 toc 4 times taster! However., 1t requicres a

NEXT PAGE
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%ﬁﬁm Gevice. It will soon be released on disk Dy  Asgard Software, and will
igtmr e available as a module. I am not sure if this is the same as Winfried
winkler s new XHasic described by Alexander Hulpke, because Alexander savs  that
the module consists of 3 ROM banks at 60090 and will therefore run mnl? on tﬁe
Maechatronics GRAM card, not on the beneve or Gram—kKracker or oDther simulatore
With just two bhanks, .

Mew sottware includsd a CAD program by Hemrik Wedekind, described as very user
triendly, +or the TI with 80-column device: CRASH by Fetaer Muvs for the bLensve,
a stock market program claimed to be egual to very expensive FL program=ss and an
Abaz=ic compller for the TI, written in Basic fand not able o compile 1tself

into assembly) which compiles evervything but SUBs, DEFs and arrayvs, bulr takes
hours to do so.

The Lima User Group has booked space at the Ohio University Lima Campus +or

the next totally Ffree all TI/Geneve show from 4 FM Friday May 15 through # FM
Saturday May 186 19322,

A couple of user group newsletters have mentioned that Baker Softwarse, whilch
tormerly advertised game programs in Micropendium, has cashed checks without
sending merchandises, and i=s not responding to inguiries. However, when I wrote
to them they replied promptly and said they were still actively in business.

Teraments (5% Center S5t., Fatchogue NY 11772 has issued a new catalog which
15 tree on request, Their products 1nclude TI-Artist FLUS!? and supporting
programs including 132 EBompanions, Z valumes of Startleet Technical Drawings,
Fonts Frames and Fun., Designer Labels, buidelines, and Artoons; GIF Mania to
view GIF pictures on a TIy T1 EBase Version Z.0:; 9 games for the bGeneve:; T1 Sorts
C.ouEG.D. bBraphicss; Tthe Missing Link: Sound F7X3 Hapid Copvys:s XH  Detective, snd
Evec, They also ofter the GBeneve ($31%.95) as well as the Myarc Hard Disk
Controller, Floppy Disk Controller and RSZ23IZ Card.

BEruce Harrison of Harrison Software has released two new  programs. Scud
Buster 1is a unigque assembly game based on Fatriot missiles shooting down Scuds
in the LHulfd War. The jovstick is used to set an aiming point on the screen, and
the +Fire button launches a missile toward that point to cross the trajectory of
the Scud and meet 1it., There are several degrees of ditfticulty.

Code Breaker is a cryptogram program in assemblyv, therafore lightning fast.
It rcontains 380 puzzles and has a feature where vou can make your own. The
standard level i1z difficult, the advanced level is for esxperts only.

Bepry Miller (PO Box 752445, Memphis TN 38175-24465) has receilved permlission
from Mvarc to distribute the P~System for the bGeneve, and will provide the disks
for F10. It reguires a DLE/DD system.

DEILFHI has announced the sstablishment of Custom Forums. Any subscriber can
apen a Forum for a set—up fee of $39.925 and a monthly fee of #3135, and then has
complete control over who can post and read messages on his  forum. DEILFHI
aoffers up to 20 hours per month of evening/weekend access via Tvmnet for $20 per
month.

For several vears, Texas Instruments conducted a mail survey of TI user groups
=ach year, and provided an address listing on reaguest. I recently inguiread
whether they had made such a survey in  1991. They did not reply to the
guestion, but sent me a conpy of the listing they had distributed 1n 19290, which
was out-—-of—date even then.

I have repeatedly urged user groups to register with FOG, so that they would
he listed in Computer Shopper and Computer Monthl v, Fewer and fewer have kept
up thelr registration. Mow 1 hear that FDL i=s charging %25 fovr New
registrations and $135 for renewals.
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THE TILGERCUE REFORMATTER+
Fetormatter — CR &dder

ik Stripper — Blank Sthtreip

Hyphenater — Dehyvphenater
Justifier — injustifiser
Marginater -~ linmarginater

Version 1.7

by Jim Feterson

The Til-Writer or Fanlwebh Formabter ocan be seasad L0 pedormat
B/svVas  text fFiles to a greater or lesser (i1ne lengbth, bhot 1©0 aan
garble the text while doing so. and I have seesn many @xamles of

such 1n newsletters,

To uwuse the Funlweb Formatter for this purpose. the fext must
have carriage returns.

1+ the ampersand, +the Yat" s=sign, the caret, the asterisk
followed by two numeric digits, or the period at the bheglioningg
af a line, are present in the text, printing througth the Funiwen
Faormatter will delete them and in some cases delste or garble ths
teut.

When +text is printed back to disk with the Formatier, 11 will
contain large blocks of lines with nothing but a line feed, whiaoh
must be manually delsted.

It will alsoc place a line +eed aftter every linege, and oonseri
carriage returns to line feeds. These can be stripped out by
printing back o disk with the C option but, contrasry o he
manual they are not really stripped out — they are conver ted to

ASLEII 322 blanks, which can cause problems 1n some applications.
Alsao, the carriage returns will have been stripped.

Because of all these complications., I have never beosn satistisd
with the Formatter. Therefore I wrote this program.

My program will reformat text which doss not have carriage re-
turns — such as the many files which are now being ported over
trom IBM -~ and will add the carriage retwns, providing that
headers are either indented or followed by blank lines and para-—
graphs are indented. It will strip the trailing blanks lett hy
printing with +the C option from the Funlweb Editor, and will
strip line feeds caused by printinag to disk from the Funlwebh For -
matter. It also strips the tab line.

It will of couwrse also reformat text which does have carriane
returns, to any greater or lesser length.

It will auvtomatically edit and correct hyphenation that is no
longer at the end of a line due to reformatting.

It will offer vou the opition iwhich Funlweb does not!? ot
hyphenating words. If vou select this option, it will display the
text and the farthest position at which a word could be hyvphen—
ated, whenever a word would be broken after two or oore
characlters, I+ wvou elect to hyphenate, the maximum coumber of
characters +tollowed by a hyvphen will be presented as a default.

This sectinn features two innovations — my CALLKEY with blink-
ing cursor (just press Y aor v or N or n, no need to press Enter)
and Bruce Harrisons STRACC routine. You can press Enter to

accept the default, or tvpe your own shorter string ang the de-
fault string will be eorased so vou de not need to delesie the
extra characters.

An input here which is not followed hy 3 hyvphen will he
rejected as a presumed error, but sometimes vou will want the
input to be without a hyphen, i+ the break is at a predeterminsd
hvphen. In this case, jjust enter vour input again and 1t will be

NEXT PAGE
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accepted the second time.

I+ wvou select the option to justify, extra blanks will bhe

inserted between words  to align the right margin, just as
TI-Writer does. -

The program will optionally strip blanks inserted by previous
;uﬁtifiﬁatign, and will automatically strip them before JUst iy
174y, -

Text with a presst left margin cannot be properly retormatted,
but the program will strip such margins. It will alsno pptionally
add a leftt margin to reformatted teut |

The program checks the first 20 lines to find the left margin

and the present line iength. It is presumed that at least one of
the first 20 lines will be a full line.

You can also hyphenate and/or justify and/or add carriage
returns, and/or strip blanks and line teeds, and/Aor add or strip
margins, without otherwise reformatting, by selecting a new line
length the same as the old.

The program is  intended primarily +for reformatting back to
disk, for use with multiple-column printing programs, but 1t will
offer the mption of output to the printer. and will then 1st =18
enter printer control codes.

You can even reformat to line lengths greater than 80. In this
CAase, the printer or output file will be opened in the necessary
record lenqgth.

Frogram listings, in any language, should never he reformatted.
They will be garbled and impossible to key in correctly.

This program also cannot properly reformat columnized text,
text containing graphics or ornamentation, etc. I don™t think any
progiram could.

This program is released to the public domain with no restrict-—
ions  except that no one except myself (Tigercub Saoftware) and
non—pro+it user groups may charge a copving fee for it.

However , 1+ vou do +ind this program useful, I would be
grateful 1+ vou would spend a few pennies for a postcard to tell
me S0, I am getting very tired of contributing pragrams to the
Tl world and never hearing a waord about them again. I don’t want
money, just a word of thanks to encourage me to keep on writing.

And, ot course, 1+ vou find any bugs please let me know.

Jim Peterson (Tigercub Software} 154 Collingwood Ave.. Columbus
B 43213

The above 1is a direct printout of the documentation file — 1
used the program itselfd to reformat it from 28-column to
40—column width. I think it says about all that needs to be said.

When you hboot the program., vou are asked if vou want to read
the documentation on screen. Then vou are asked for the name ot
the +ile vou want to reformat. Next vyou are given the option of
cutputting to disk or to printer and, depending on vour choice,
vour will be asked +Ffor an output filename or the name of vour

ﬁrinter. _ .
Mext vou are asked 1+ vou want to set a left margin and, i+ so,
o f how many spaces. You are then asked what line length vou want

to reformat to. '

Now the program can open the output file or the printer. I+
your left margilin setting plus line length totals more than 80,
they are opened for the necessary record length. You could dump
to the printer in lines of elite condensed print 1640 characters

NEXT PALE
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long, or save to disk in lines 254 byites Iong — but veon wowd d

have to write your own program to retrieve the data.

At this point, 1+ vou elected to ocutput to printer, wouw will
be asked how many printer codes yvou want to snter. 1§ none, gt
press  BEnter. Otherwise vou will be asked for them core 2t a timse

and wvou will have to know the numeric of their ascCciT - $or
example, 15 27 71 4or condensed double-strurk.
Then vyou are asked i+ vou want to hyvphenate, and 1§ vou want

to right justify. I+ vou want the latter, any sxisting sustifi-

cation will be stripped automatically: otherwise, vou will

asked i+ you want to strip it.

Fies

The program now reads in 20 records and measwres thes o £ind
what length it is reformatting from — it neads to know whether
1t is going to a greater or lesser lengith. It also scens these
records to +ind the le2ngth of any existing left margin, which

must be stripped,

The file is then restored and records are read in &0 atb o i1me,

Fretormatted and saved o printed. Duwring reformatiing,

tha

program looks for words which were hyvphenated at the end of a
line but are now in the middle of 3 line: it deletes the hyphien

and Ccloses up the word.

I+ vyou elected to hyphenate, whenever a word will niet it at
the end of a line but could fit two or more characters, you will

be shown the entire line being worked, the marimum parit

+iat

Ctould be Fitted, and the maximum point at which a2 hyphso ooul o

be inserted. I+ vou choose to hyphenate, vou will be offersd that

maximum as a default,

I especially like Bruce Harrison®s STRACC link to assembly

which I used here. You can just press Enter o accept
detault, or type anvthing shorter - vou don®t have to delete

thiw
T hyes

gxtira characters. That 1z the wav Terxas Instruments should have

pragrammned ACCEPT AT in the first place,

This program was wwitten to reformat normal text Files,
prrimarily for use in multiple—column printing. It cannct handle
tiles which have nelther carriage returns oo indented
paraqraphs, and 1t cannot reliably reformat columnized fi1les or
other gspecially Formatted files, I+ the file contains CTRL L}
codes oF @ transliterated printer controls, they will be counted

ags characters 1n measuring line length.

I think 1 have stomped out all the bugs that could be stomped,

but i1t takes forever to test a program like this and, since

I m

qiving it away, I don*t have the time! The archived file which 1
have uploaded and distributed contains a completely commented
copy for the benefit of anvone who wants to further debuo, modify
or 1mprove the program - or mavbe add some assembly links to

speed 1t up.

MUTE: This version contains an AHasic default accept rather
than Bruce Harrison™s assembly link which manvy would find
diftficult to kevy 1in  and assembhle. The +full VENrSIONn 15
available by download from the Spirit of 9% BRS.

When wsing this version and Lyvping over +the default o

hyphenate, tvpe the first Character and be sure it AQDEAr = N
sCreen betore yvou continue tvping. |

NEXT PAGE
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100 DIM 18(61},08(250), T$ (20
:

10 BOT0 1490

{20 LL,R,H$,09,J,M,CFLAG, XS,
P&,L,2,C8,F,X,A%,8%,CF, 1F%,0
F$,CR$,8ET,K, 5,08, L4, LM, 5LS
,;HS,SLni,ﬂﬂ,TS(J;?.PB.CE,RD
28

{50 CALL CLEAR 31 CALL SCREE
N i1 CALL COLOR 11 CALL HCHA
Rty CALL DEFAULT

140 '@p-

130 CALL CLEAR i CALL SCREE
N(3Ye: FOR SET=0 TG 12 =@ CA

LL COLOR(BET,2,18)11 NEXT SE
T 23 CR$=CHRE(13}:: ON WARNI
NG NEXT
160 GOSUD 800
170 DISPLAY AT(8,1)¢"Input ¢
1lename?":*DBK" 11 ACCEPT AT
(3,4} BEEPLF$ 11 ON ERROR 18
0 +: OPEN #1:"DSK"%IF$, INPUT
tr 070 190
180 RETURN {70
190 DISPLAY AT(17,1)1*Dutput
to 1" (1) Disk"1"(2) Print
er' i1 ACCEPT AT(17,11)817E¢
~L)VALIDATE("12")BEEP:1 WD
200 IF WO=2 THEN DISPLAY AT{
17,001 "Printer? PIO" s #Mye
t ACCEPT AT(17,101812E(~1B):
OF$ :: BOTO 220
210 DISPLAY AT(17,1) 1 "Dutput
filenama?";"D8K"1"" 11 ACCE
PT AT(1B,4)BEEPIOFY 11 DF¢="
DSK"&OF$
220 DISPLAY AT(20,1):%Do you
want to set ]lett margin
7 Y/N* ¢r ACCEPT AT(21,13)81
IE{LIVALIDATE(®YN®) 1LY 11 |
F ELa="N" THEN 240
230 DISPLAY AT(23,1):"Left m
argin how many spaces?” i A
CCEPT AT(24,1)STZE(2Z)VALIDAT
ECDEGITISLMS 31 BLM4=RPT$("
", LMS)
240 CALL CLEAR :: GOSUB 8GO
2ald DISPLAY AT(10,1):"Refarm
at to length?" :: ACCEPT AT
10,2181 ZE(S)VALIDATE(DIBIT)
BEEP:R 11 Y=MAX(BO,R+LME)
260 ON ERROR 270 :: OPEN #2:
OF %, VARTABLE Y, QUTPUT 11 ON
ERROR STOP &1 IF WO=1 THEN 3
00 ELSE 280
270 RETURN 210

280 DISPLAY AT(i0,1)1"How ma
ny printer codes? 0" :: ACCE

PT AT{10,25) VALIDATE(DIBIT}S
1ZE{-2)BEEFIPC 12 DISPLAY AT

FAGE 14

(10,104 ¢4 RC={

290 FOR J=! 70 PC 3¢ ACCEPT

AT (10, RC)VALIDATE (DIGIT) BEEP
tCC 11 PRINT 82:CHRY(CC) 3

RE=RCHLEN{BTRS(CCI)+1 11 NEX
T4

300 DISPLAY AT(12,1):"Hyphen
ate? Y/N" 11+ ACCEPT AT(12,16
JBIIE( YVALIDATE (*YN" ) BEERIH
5

310 DISPLAY AT{14,1)1"Right

suskity? Y/NY ¢ ACCERT AT

4, 20)5TIE(1VALIDATE("YN") BE
EP:d% 3 IF J$="¥" THEN Ug="

Y' 11 BOTD 330

320 DISPLAY AT(14,1):"Strip
extra bianks? Y/N' i1 ACCEPT
AT{16,23)S1ZE(1) VALIDATE(*Y

N'")BEER: U$

330 DISPLAY AT{18,3)ERASE AL

Lt"READING RECORD" 13 DISBPLA
Y AT420,2) :"REFORMATTING REC

ORD® 31 DISPLAY AT{22,4):"EA
VING RECORD®

340 FOR J=1 TD 20 11 LINPUT
BLiT$(J) e LLsMAXCLL,LEN(TSI(

J)iity IF EDF(1)=1 THEN 360
390 NEXT

560 RESTORE #1 :: FOR J=1 T0
LL :: FOR K=1 T0 20 ¢ IF §

EGS(THIK), J, 10" * THEN LM=

J=1 34 J=LL 13 K=20

ST0 NEXT K 1y NEXT 4

380 LINPUT #1s18(1)as IF LI
0 THEN I8(1)=BEGS(I4{1),LM+{
y 200

390 FOR Ja2 T0 61 31 IF EOF{
{)THEN 440 3¢ LINPUT #1:18(J
Y11 DIBPLAY ATUI8, 20083 11 I
F ASC(Is{J))=128 THEN 440 EL
SE IF LMX0 THEN I$(J)e8ER${]
$(J),LM+1,239)

A0 IF POS(I$CJ~-1),CRS, 1V
THEN 410 313 IF ASC(I$(J}) =l
J DR ABC(18(J})=3Z THEN I%(J
~1)=1%{J=-1)&CR$

§10 NEXT J 11 M=]-2

420 IF (ASC(I%(51))=13 OR AS
C{I1$€h1))=32)AND POS(I$(6D),
CRS,1)=0 THEN 14(60)=14(60)%
CR¢

430 IF RXLL THEN 420 ELSE 45
0

440 CLOSE ¥} 11 M=J-1 3¢ CFL
AB=1 +: IF POS{I$(M),CR$,1)=
0 THEN I$(M)al$(M}&CRS$ :: GO
70 430 ELSE &OTO 430

430 FOR J=1 TO M :: DISPLAY
ATI20,22)40 1y GOBUB 810 11
IF U%="Y" THEN CALL UNFILL(I

DEC.

${J))

460 NS=PSLI${J):1 Pgst®

470 CALL HSTRIP (M%)

480 L=LEN(M$)+(POS(N$,CRS,1)
<2074 [F L(=R AND POS(M$,CR
$.1)C00 THEN I=I+1 32 0%(2)=
M$ ¢1 BOTO 590 ELSE IF LSR T
HEN PE=N$&" ¥ 11 &07T0 590
4%0 IF LaR THEN Zai+} 1: O8{
Z)=M% ¢ GOTD 590

W00 CooSERS (Me,{,R)rr CALL L
ASTPOS (Cs,"* *,P)

10 IF P{>0 THEN 520 ELSE Is
I¥l 31 0%(2)=C% ¢: M¥$=GEG% (M
$,R+1,255) 11 GOTO 4BD

920 IF R-P<3 THEN C$=SEBS$(M$
pdF-1) 11 CALL JUSTIFY(R,CH,
J$)1: ME=SELS (M$,P+1,255) 1
I=1+1 33 0%(1)=C% 11 BOTD 48
§

wal XePDS(M$, " " Pel)ys IF X
=0 THEN XsLEN(M$)ELSE IF X=R

+1 THEN 22241 33 D%{7}=sC% 4
ME=3E0% (M8, R+2,255) 41 6070

480

40 IF H$="N" THEN 380

590 GOSUB 760

260 DISPLAY AT(1Z,1):"Hyphen

ate?" 11 CALL CALLKEY (15,12,
"YNyn*,0%):1 IF G$="N* OR 0%
="n" THEN CALL HCHAR(2,1,32,

332 1y BOTO 580

570 GDEUB 770 11 GBOTO 480
980 GOSUB 790 31 BOTD 480
590 NEXT 4

600 FOR J=f TO % 131 DISPLAY

AT(22,20)10 11 PRINT H2:5LMS$

LOS(d)es NEXT J 31 IS0

510 IF CFLAB=0 THEN I#{i)=]%
(41)1s BOTG 390 ELSE CLOSE #
213 ETOP

420 FOR d=] TO ¥ 1 DISPLAY
AT (20,22)1d 11 BGOSUB 810 1
IF Uss*Y* THEN CALL UNFILL(I
$(J))

530 Me=Pski$(l):: Pg="

640 CALL HSTRIP(M$)

630 1F POS(M$,CR%,1)<>0 AND
LEN(N$)<{=R+1 THEN ZI=1+1 ::
$(2)=4$ 1 GOTO 750

660 IF LEN(MS$I<R THEN PH=M$}
"oy BATO 750

670 C4=SELS(MS, 1, R)ey CALL L
ASTPOS(C," ", P)ss IF P=0 TH
EN Z=2+f :¢ 08(1)=C% 1: M8=5
EGS(M$,R+#1,255)1: GOTO 4350

680 IF P=R THEN Ce=fEGH{M, |
P-113% CALL JUSTIFY(R,CS,J%

y31 Isi+f py D¥{Z)=C% 11 Minm
SEL% (MY, R+1,253) 1 GOTO &30

1991

690 IF R-P{3 THEN C$=SEGS${Ms
y1P-1)11 CALL JUSTIFY(R,(S,
d¥) s I=I+1 11 O8(7)=C% 1.
$=3E0S (M$,P+1,255)¢: GOTD &5
0
700 X=POS(MS," * P+i)s: IF ¥
=0 THEN X=LEN(M$)ELSE 1F ¥=R
t1 THEN 7=141 11 D$(2)=C% 1y
MOwSEGS (M8, R+Z,25%) 11 BOTO
550
710 IF HE="N" THEN 740 11 &O
SUB 740
720 DISPLAY AT(12,1}:"Hyphen
ate?" 1+ CALL CALLKEY(12,12,
"YNyn®, 08 52 1F Q3="N" DR 09
='n" THEN CALL HCHAR(2,1,32,
3921t ROTO 740
730 GOSUB 770 :: GOTD 450
740 BOSUB 790 11 BOTD A0
730 NEXT J 1¢ BOTO 800
760 DISPLAY ART(Z,1)tM% 31 DI
SPLAY ATi4,1):5E6% (M8, 1,R)
ASZEERS (M$, P+L, R=P=1)L"~" 4
i DIBPLAY AT{1G,1) 1ASLBEE4(N
$, R X=R+i) st RETURN
770 CALL DEFAULT(14,1,AR%,8%)
14 CF=CF+] 1¢ IF POS{RS,"-",
17=0 AND CF=1 THEN 770 ELSE
As=R%
780 CF=0 13 C$=5EGS(CY,1,P1k
A% 13 M$=BEGS (NS, P+I+LEN(AS)
-1,295)44 CALL JUSTIFY(R,C$,
Jdhit I=I+1 11 D4(7)=C% 3 C
ALL HCHAR{2,1,32,414}s1 RETU
RN
790 C4=3e6%(Cs,1,P-1}4s CALL
JUSTIFY(R,CS,d8) 11 I=1+] 11
0% (1)=C% &1 M3=8ELS (M$,P+1,
293) 11 RETURN
800 DISPLAY AT(2,2}¢"TIGERCL
B REFORMATTER® ¥1,2"17%1" Ka
formatter I Hyphenater Ri
ght Justifier ¥ CR Adder Un
tiller 8 Marginater® i RETU
RN
810 IF SEGS(I$(J) ,LEN(IS{dN
y11=" " DR SER$(1$(J) LEN(IS
{d}),1)=CHR$(10) THEN 1%(J)=5
EG$(I$(3),1,LENLIS(J))~1)
820 IF T¢1d)="" QR I$(J)=* ?
THEN 1$(J)=CR$ s: RETURN EL
SE RETURN
B30 T@p4
840 SUB HSTRIP(M$):: %=1
B30 P=POS(M$, "~ ", X)51 IF P=
0 THEN SUBEXIT ELSE IF P=1 T

HEN 870
860 IF SEGS{M§,P-1,3)0" - F

THEN N#aSEGH(M$, 1, P-1)4EEGH
(M§,P+2,255)

NEXT PAGE
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B70 X=P+2 ¢; BOTD 850

880 SUBEND

890 SUB LASTPOS{A$,BY, V)it X

y Y=

300 Y=FOB(A%,B%, X+t IF 1O

0 THEN YeX 11 &OTO 900

910 SUBEND

920 SUB JUSTIFY(R,C$,J$}

930 IF J$="N" OR LEN{[$)=R {

R C$="" THEN SUBEXIT

940 P=i

950 X=POS(C$," “,P)ss IF X=F
THEN P=F+1 3¢ GOTO 950 ELSE
Y.P=X 1y IF POS{CS," ",P)=0
THEN SUBEXIT

CLEARING_HOUSE

— N Skl i T TIPS S iy, AT S el m———

What:

960 [6=SELS(C$,1,X)%" "LSEES
(C§,X+1,235)8s IF LENICE)=R

THEN SUBEXIT ELSE P=X+2

970 X=POS(C$," *,Pysy IF =0
THEN F=Y 11 G070 970 ELBE ©

070 949

980 SUBEND

990 SUB CALLKEY(R,C,V$,K$)
1000 CALL HCHAR{R,C+2,30)::

FOR T=f T0 3 &2 CALL KEY{(0,K
yBYey IF B{50 THER 1030

{010 NEXT T ¢+ CALL HCHAR(R,
C+2,32) 1y FOR T=1 70 3 v CA
LL KEY(0,K,51s: IF S50 THEN
1030

a means of sharing text files between clubs,

1020 NEXT T ¢ 6OTD 1000
1030 IF POS(VS, CHR$ (KD, 1) =0
THEN 1000 ELSE K$=CHR$(K)
{040 CALL HCHAR(R,C+2,32) 1!
SUBENE

1030 SUB UNFILL(MS}yy Psi
1060 X=POS(MS," ",P)iy IF X=
P THEN P=P+¢1 t: 60TO 1060
1070 X=FOS(Ms$," ",Fii1 IF X
=0 THEN SUBEXIT

1080 M3=BED$ (M$, 1, X) KBELS (H$
, 442,295} 8¢ BOTD 1070

1090 SUBEND
1100 SUB DEFAULT(R,C,M$,R$):

t R§=*Y v YeQBL(MY)

1110 DISPLAY AT(R,L)iM$

1120 CALL HCHAR(R,C+2,A5C{SE

pE(MS, 1,101 e CALL HOHAR(R,

C+2,30)

1130 CALL KEVI0,K, 81z IF 5=
b THEN 1120 ELSE IF K=1J THE
N R$=M$ :: SUBEXIT ELSE DIGF

LAY AT{R,C):CHRE{K):: ACCERT
AT(R,C+1)eRs ¢1 Re=CRRE(K)G
R$

{140 SUBEND

sa that more can enjoy the

hest articles, and to cut down on newsletter costs.

Who: fAny T.1. wusers group {(or individual) may participate. Those using the
service thereby hecome associate members of the Central 0Ohio Ninety—Niners.
Clubs that participate may name two members as C.ON.N.I. a.m.’ s.

ANYONE may upload +tiles; only members mayvy download them.

Make check pavable to

$30 the Ffirst vears; %15 each succeeding yvear.

and mail to:

T PR S Sk sy

C.UO.N.N.I.

Harley J. Ryan
4178 Chandler Drive
Whitehall 0OH 43215,

Free trial: For those participating or those who want to see what the service

ofters, call:
Spirit of *99 BES
(6H14)263-3412 24 hrs.
N1 300-1200-2400 baud.
{direct access or through Starlink or PC-Fursuit).

vou can read messages and file

Until wvou begin vyour associate membership,
download files.

descriptions. You may not pest messages (except to SysUp) nor
I¥f yvou need further information leave a message to the SysOp.

SLIFRFPORET
Y OUR ARER
TId4-"4Y~H
USER"S
LEOUPS

1921

DECL. FAbE 15

SFIRIT OF 99



FUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER No. i1

The hard part of learning to

by Jim Feterson

program i1s not in learning what the various Com—

mands do ~ it ig learning how to put them together to do what vou want them to

do! Key in thic little routine,

planation of how it does it.

lQﬂ DISFLAY AT (12, 1) 2 "Input
filename?": "DSKY «: ACCEPT A&

T{13,4):IF%
110 DISFLAY AT{1D, 1) : "Output
filename?": "DSK" :: ACCEPT
AT{16,4:0F%
120 DISPLAY AT(18,1):="Fut bl
ank lines hetween paragr
aphs™ Y/N" 12 ACCEPT AT(19,1
ZIGTIZE(13VALIDATE ("YNY ) : G
150 OFPENM #1:"DSE"&IF$, INFUT
23 OFPEN #2:“"DSE"%OF$, OUTPUT
r: CE=CHR$:{13)
140 IF EOF(1)THEM 170 = LIN
FUT #i:ME z: IF G%="¥®* THEN
160 |
1540 IF ME="" THEN FRINT #2:0C
$:ME;=: GOTO 140 ELSE IF ASC
(ME)I<IEZS THEN FPRINT #Z:CH:ME;
r: GOTO 140 ELSE PRINT #2209
tMEz 2z HBODOTO 140
160 IF M&="" OR ME=" " THEHN
FRINT #Z:C% =: G0OTO 140 ELSE
IF ASC(M$}< 33 THEN FRINT #2
sCH: s MEr:: GOTO 140 ELSE F
RIMWT #2+"":M%z2:2 GOTO 140
170 FRINT #2:0% 23 CLOSE #1
s LLOSE #2

created,. In line 150,

place a CR at the end of the previous record,
The colon startes a new record and the null string is printed to 1 t,

the semi—colon to hold the record open.
the space character 32),

less than 33 (1.8.,

first line ot an indented paragraph,
peculiarity of YBasic that this camnnot be written as IF ME="" OR AGC{M$I<3E3 |
the program will attempt to find the ASCII of a Nnull string

in spite of the 0OK,
and will crash.

I+ the line 15 not a null string and does not begin with a blank,

second or subsequent line of a paragraph.
then the record is printed and held open in case it turns

previous oppen record,

if the input record is a null string,

run 1t to sse what it does, then read the sx-

~This program will add carriage returns to a
file, such as those which are nowadavs being

ported over from IBM. However, the file must
have indented header lines and indented para-
graphs, to give a clue as to where the CRs
should be. You are also given the option of
putting blank lines between paragraphs.

The first two lines get the name of the file
to be worked on, and the filename to be used for
the revised file. Note that the ACCEPT AT cur—
sor 1s placed right after DSK, to make it plain
that the input should be a drive number, period
and +i1]ename.

In line 130 the files are opened and ASCII 13,
the carriage return, is defined as C% za it can
be mare conveniently referred to hereafter.

In line 140, the EOF end—of—file check is
placed before the input, hecause execution keeps
returning here until all the file is read.
Records are read in by LINFUT rather than INPLUT
because 1+ the record contains a string INPUT
will stop reading it at that point. I+ the op-
tion to put blank lines between paragraphs was
selected, execution ;umps to line 1560, All the
work 1s done in 150 or 1460,

A+ blank line may be a null string, containing
nothing at all, or it may contain a single ASCII
2. the space character, depending on how 1t was
a CR is printed to
which has alwavs been let+it open.
tollowed by
I+ the Ffirst character of the record is

it is either a blank line or the

antd the =ame action i= taken. 1t is a

it 15 the
A null string is printed to close the

out to be the last line of a paraqgraph and needs to have a CR added next time.

Line 14540 1= similar.

1: printed o close the previous record.

I1I¥ the record is a null string or a single blank, a CR

1+ the First character is a blank, the

CR is +ollowed by another CR, to place a blank line between paragraphs.

In all cases,

checks to see i+ the end of the File has been reached.

gxecution goes bhack to line 140 for another input but first

In that case 1t jumps to

170 where a CR 1s printed to close the final pending record before the files

are clnsed,.
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P.0.Box 291610, Pt.Orange, F1. 32129

Version 3.01 Tutorial 23.1.1 By Martin A. Smoley
NorthCoast 99 ers User Group - July 14, 1991

My wife, who corrects my atrocious spelling and
punctuation, said that the last Tutorial was by far the most
confusing I had written to date. It's a good thing that the
paln point of that tutorial was to get you to read the
original TI-Base Manual (I think). Because of my wife's
comment I an going to attempt to change my approach to this
tutorial. I hope it will help.

If you need or want a Database {Db), you should start
with some information you already have (Name + Address list,
stc.) and a pencil and paper. Think about your new Db.
Consider the information to be placed in it and what you
will do with it afterwards. You don't have to be complete
or specific, but just toss some ideas around and jot down
notes. I do this for several days before I CREATE a Db, I
will CREATE a membership list for the combined but separate
clubs of the NorthCoast 99'ers and TI-Chips {sound
familiar). The main use of this Db will be for the monthly
pailing of the combined club newsletter. The second
(important!) use will be to keep track of when each member's
dues are due, I'd like to print all mg data across one page
50 I keep in mind that I can print 132 columns in condensed
print, Now I take the old list and visually scan it for the
longest last name, first name, street address and city. I
then add 2 or 3 spaces to the len?th of the longest item 1in
sach catagory. That will hopefully become the length of my
PIELDs. In a DB each complete unit of Data would be a
Record. In TI-Base (TIB) each Record can contain 17 FIELDs,
So a FIELD night contain a persons last name, the next FIELD
night contain that same persons first name, the next could
be the street address, the city, etc. All these items (or
FIELDs) together would make up one Record. In TIB each
Record (REC? is given a number (REC 0001, 0027, etc.} do not
confu?e Record numbers with FIELD numbers (which you see
below),

CLUB91 STRUCTURE
CREATED 07/08/91 CHANGED 07/10/91

FIELD DESCRIPTOR TYPE WIDTH DEC
1 NM C 006
2 LN C 015
3 FN C 015
4 MI C 002
5 NL N 003 00
b SA C 025
7 CT C 020
8 ST C 002
9 ZP C 005
10 PH C 012
11 XP D 008
12  GP C 002
13 -~ LTS N 002 00

Now that I've wet your appitite for the first Db, we're
not going tc do that yet. In the last Tutorial I hit the
ground running with a bunch of stuff on Command Files,
Printouts and a lot of confusing junk. You should be able to
think about our first Db (CLUBY or whatever) and jot down
notes about it while I re-explain TIBs startup. When you put
your COPY (not the original) of TIB in drive 1 and select
Extended Basic {from the TI power up screen) TI-Base will
automatically load and run. After you watch the little load
bar crawl across the screen TIB will print MM/DD/YY on the
screen and ask you for the date. Enter the date as
Month/Day/Year, and don't leave out any zeros or slashes. For
example July 10, 1991 would be entered as 07/10/91. The
systen wil{ use this date and we will want to use it also, so
enter it carefully each time you start up TIB. After you
enter the date and TIB finishes loading you will be left with
a period {the Dot prompt) with the cursor flashing next to it.
"That's all!" You must enter all your direct Commands at the
Dot prompt (Dp), so get used to it. If you type something at
the Dp and press Enter {«E}), TIB will either accept or reject
your Command, drop down one line and give you another Dp. The
only Commands TIB will accept and act upon are those in the
manual, under the conditions given in the manual. Enter a
Command TIB doesn't recognize or break a rule and all you get
is an error message. 'Sounds like about as much Iun as
dropping a brick on your little toe." Any Command that can be
typed and executed at the Dp can also be place together with
other Commands in a Command File. A Command File (CF) can
then be executed with the Command DO and all the Commands in
that CF will be executed. "If you're trying to figure out
what the heck I just said, glance through that manual again.’
The reason I dragged you through all this is hecause, 1f you
made 1t to the Dp, TIB has already executed a CF. The CF I'm
refering to is SETUP and it's quite important. It contains
the information TIB needs to SET itself UP for your systen.
This means that SETUP can help or hinder you greatly with the
use of TIB, so you must put the right information or Commands

in the SETUP file.
Original TIB SETUP CF

Welcome to TI-BASE
QUIT will terminate TI1-BASE

* ¥ *

*

* PRINTER EPSON

SET CURSOR 2

DO DSKI1.RESET

DISPLAY STATUS

* FUNCTION (7) for help.

RETURN

The printout you see above is of the original JETUP file I
received with TIB except for the line that reads DO
DSK1.RESET. I added that line, as you will, later, but first
we need to CREATE the CF named RESET. Note: If you managed to
fight your way through the last Tutorial, with all of the
Printout CF stuff, this should be familiar. let's ftry to
CREATE the RESET CF. But first, another confusing but
necessary side track. We need to make some needed room on the
TIB disk in drive 1 {or make another copy).

Next Page %
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Version 3.01 Tutorial 23.1.2 By Martin A. Smoley
NorthCoast 99%ers User Group - July 14, 1991

what I did vas copy LOAD, LORDTI, MAIN, MSGS, OVERLAY/P,
PRINTEE/P, PRINTER/S, SCRN, SETUP/C, TIBASE and TIBASFR to a
newly initalized disk. This is all you need to autoload TIB
and 1t should give you about 100 free sectors on the disk.
You could erase all files other than the ones I just listed,
but I feel it's always better to make another copy. Hote:
Wnenever you initalize a disk for use with TIB always verify
the sectors, A problem disk can give you big headaches
later, While you're at it initalize a couple extra disks
for drive 2. Name them something distinct like DATOL,
DAT02, etc. and label the jackets so you can identify then.
Then 'put TIB Indrive 1 and load it again. If everything
went well it's time to make a Command Fi?e (CF}. At tﬁe Dp
type MODIFY COMMAND DSK1.RESET and fress enter, If later
you do a directory of the disk, you will see /C after the
RESET. You do not enter these characters. TIB will do that
for you. Aafter enfering the commend TIB will give you @
blank screen (with no Dp) and wait for you to type in the
command file (CF). "Once again TIB gives you no heY S Just
type in the file I have listed helow as RESET. On tﬁe first
line start with an asterisk, which signifies a comment line,
'Do not type in ny heading. The first line you type is the
one with the asterisk (*).
them, pressing enter (B}, after each line, as in Funnelweb.
You will not see a CR at the end of each line because TIB
doesn't use CRs in the same way Funnelweb does. If {our
printer 1§ serial, not parallel, enter RSZ32.CR.LF in place
of the PIO.CR.LF, in my example. This is not the only
chance you have to get this right, we can change RESET to do
something else, later. After it 1s all typed In, press
Fotn 8 to have TIB save the CF to digk.

Type in all the Iines as you see

DO DSK1.RESET <E>

After completing all those tasks RESET should be ready to
go, so let's see if 1t will run. At the Dp type DO DSKI.RESET
(E>. The CF should scroll up the screen and finish with a
blank screen except for RETURN and the Dp at the bottom left,
and hopefully no error messages. RESET should not do anything
noticable. It's main function is to SET or RESET TIB to your
systen, If It acts weird or you ot an error message, you
propably typed something incorrectly, Just qo back to MODIFY
COMMAND DSKI.RESET to correct your problems, This time
through you will not be given a blank screen, but the original
RESET will appear for re-editing. The keyboard overlay you
received with TIB will be indispensable for CF creation and
editing. After you get RESET to run with no apparent problems
type DISPLAY STATUS at the Dp. This should cause the TIR
current STATUS to scroll up the screen. It should bhe
identical to the printout of RESET, with your changes of
course. You can get a printout of the screen by typing SNAP
(£ at the bottom of the STATS screen. 1If all these things
work, you are making good progress. Now type MODIFY COMMAND
DSK1,SETUP and when the SETUP file is presented insert a line
and add DO DSK1.RESET as you see in my previous printout. I
also made three other changes to my SETUP CF, I added "Vr
3.01" after TI-BASE, I changed QUIT will terminate TI-Base to
"Type QUIT to terminate" and I changed FUNCTION (7) for help
to "(Fetn 7) help not available". "Why?" Because U like to
know which version of TIB I am using, you type QUIT to quit,
ou never never use {Fetn =) or [(Fetn QUIT) from the TI
Eeyboard and last, I removed all my help files from disk I,
"That's why!" Now when you, or TIB, run the SETUP file RESET
will run automatically. You can also run RESET at the end of
other CFs to RESET the system. "OK!" Now that you are fotally
experienced at CFs let's CREATE that Datahase.

. k .
L HH W 20 + iy A
3 H o e B EAs B mar i
x i '-:,h;.:- 2 =-| ] X b by 5
- . - ' [

In order to CREATE the CLUBYL Db I described earlier, you
type CREATE DSK2.CLUBYL <E». TIB will then give you the top
two lines of the CLUBY1 STRUCTURE printout, with nothing below

MODIFY COMMAND DSK1.RESET <E> that. It's your job to fill in the rest. The second line
confains FIELD, DESCRIPTOR, TYPE, WiDTH and DEC, These are
RESET/Command File column headings. As you enter the FIELDS you want, TIB will
nunber each of them in the FIELD column, DESCRIPTOR Is where
* 07/11/91 RESET you will enter the name or title of a particular FIELD, for
CLOSE ALL instance LASTNAME (LN} or FIRSTWAME (FN). The TYPE column s
SET DATDISK=DSK2. where you place one character to tell TIB what TYPE of data It
SET PRGDISK=DSKI. will find in that FIELD. The only choices you have are C, N,
SET PRINTER=PIO.CR.LF D or % for this entry. € denotes {C)haracter and tells 718
SET PAGE=56 that it might find almost anythinf in that FIELD. If you
SET HEADING=ON place an N in this spot TIB will expect (N)umerical data In
SET TALK=ON this FIELD, meaning things it can perform math on
SET SPACE=01 (+-,0123456789).  1f you select D for (D)ate, TIB will expect
SET RECNUM=ON you to supply a date in the forn of MM/DD/YY as I described on
SET LSPACE=256 startup. TKe WIDTH would be set at 8, and slashes are
CLEAR LOCALS automatic (07/14/91). X TYPE FIELDs ave for printer control
SET CURSOR=02 codes and will be converted by TIB to Hexidecimal before
SET CRLF=ON transmission. If you don't know exactly what you're doing, DO
E:EEEIE‘.NVERSE:GFF NOT USE ANY Xs AS FIELD TYPEs.
| CREATE DSK2.CLUB91 <E>
RETURN (Fotn 8.) | | | Next Page ”“*
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The WIDTH column is where you will tell TIR the maximum
nurber of characters you will be putting in that particular
FIELD. You will probably be doing math operations on your
(NJumeric FIELDs so add one extra space to each of those
TYPEs where TIB can keep track of the signs {+-). The DEC
column 1s for decimal places. Here you enter the number of
decimal Elaces from the right (of the total) you want TIB to
place the decimal piont. This applies to (Njumeric FIELDs
only. 8o type in all the stuff I Eave listed in the CLUBY1
STRUCTURE printout. You will see that pressing enter moves
the cursor from item to item. The arrow keys also work for
moving back and forth. When the cursor has dropped to line
(or FIELD) 14, pressing (Fctn 8) will cause 718 to complete
and save the Db. You will then be agked if you would like
to enter data now. You can enter (Y) for yes and start
entering the information I supplied at the bottom of this
Eage. Note: The CLURYL printout may look a little off

ecause [ still had fto chop a few spaces from the 0b
printout after I brought it into Funnelweb. It wouldn't fit
across the page as 1t was. The names [DESCRIPTORs) I use
are normally two characters long. This lets me quess what
item I have stored in that FIELD and still remain short
enough to type several FIELDnames on one line in a CF.  The
NM FIELD 1s a unique number. [ created it from the Month
that person joined, the persons first initial, the year they
joined, their last initial and a number relating to the

If {@u're working on your own Db, use any FIELDs you think you
will need. You just have to remember to £ill in the right
names when you whip up the CFs. If you're new at this you
should CREATE several Dbs with no purpose in mind, just for
the practice. After that, try out the commands, PRINT ALL and
DISPLAY ALL, to see how they work. Refer hack to the manual
frequently for quidance. The entries for DISPLAY are listed
pelow.

USE DSK2.CLUB9l <E>
DISPLAY ALL <E>
CLOSE ALL <E>

If you have struggled along this far, try typing in the
GETLEN CF, listed below. [ts purpose is to check the mnumber
of non-blank characters in LN and FN. Then it looks to see if
MI Is blank. If it is blank, TIB adds one to the total for
the blank space needed between names. If MI is not blank TIA
will add MIs' length plus two spaces to the total length which
is stored in Name Length {NL). GETLEN will USE CLUBY! and
perform this task on each RECORD as it MOVEs through the Db.
When it reaches the End Of File (EOF), it will DO RESET, which
we created eariier to CLOSE ALL Dbs and reset all parameters,
[ GETLEN runs without any problems, type USE DSKZ.CLUBSL (%)
and EDIT <E) to check the results, or DISPLAY ALL LN NL ().
If it didn't work, keep at 1t, don't give up until you figura
out what went wrong. Read the manual!

MODIFY COMMAND DSKZ,GETLEN <E>

* 07/14/91 GETLEN

CLOSE ALL

order in which people joined during that month, All of USE DSK2.CLUBS1
which 1s irregevant, any number will do. Then I have Last WHILE .NOT. (EOF)
Name, First Name, etc. NL is a {N}umeric FIELD which will REPLACE NL WITH (LEN(LN)+LEN(FN))
hold the persons Name Length {NL), and LTS holds a record of IF MI = " "
the number of letters sent at renewal time to each person, REPLACE NL WITH NL + 1
ELSE
Data Entry or AFPEND Screen REPLACE NL WITH (NL + LEN(MI) + 2)

NM

LN ENDIF

EN MOVE

MY ENDWHILE

NT. — 000 DO DSK1.RESET

e RETURN Copyright Martin Smoley 1991

SA >

(Fctn 8)

CT

ST

7D e DO DSK2Z2.GETLEN <E>

PH | . - ’

xp VAR, ['Il try and continue next month. Good luck. Marty.

GP :r . -

LTS — 000 I'm rEc 0002 DK Write Letters. ﬁD
REC NM LN | CT ST 7P PH AP GP LTS
0000 428331 Smithsonian  Rrthur 0 1142 Lemon Drive Apt. 246 los Angeles Ch 91234 303-221-8943 Q4/00/91 ¢t 4
0001 2G85AL Aardvark Grant E. 0 9995 State Rt, 84 Genevya 0K 44014 1-465-9876 02/00/92 KC 0
0002 248334 Smoley Martin A. 0 6149 Bryson Drive Mentor OH 44060 216-257-1661 02/00/92 NC O
0003 4086J2 Jones Quincy W. 0 37285 Burgandy Lane Mentor-on-the-Lake  OH 44060 257-1029 04/00/91 ¥C 0
0004 9R88W]1 Whitman Slim A, 0 2574 East 254tnh St. Eastlake OF 44094 951-2345 09/00/91 ¢ 0
0005 8R84V] Vivannovitch Elexxie I, 0111 E. 98th St. Cleveland OH 49023 H541-5415 08/00/91 NC 0
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MEET ING DATES C.0.N.N.I. BOARD MEMBERS
FOR
L9911 — 12

SHED SATURDAY Fres, - Chuck bGrimes b14/268-8821
21 DEC 1991 - Treas — Everett Wade b14/262-6346
18 JAN 1992 Sec/Sat - Jim Feterson 614 /2353345
15 FEB 1992 Sec/Wed — Dick Beery ' 6£14/459-3597
21 MAR 1992 Membership - Harley Ryan 1472311497
18 APR 1992 t.ibrarian — Chuck Grimes 614/7268-8821
16 MAY 1992 Disk — Richard Beery &H14/7459-3597
20 JUN 1992 Cassette — Everett Wade 6&614/262-634646
18 JUL 1992 Cartridge — Jim Seitz &14/875-531%
15 AUG 1992 NL Exchange — Jean Hall 414/885-4223
19 SEFP 1992 TIARBS BBS &14/8592-43597

Vice Pres. — Bill Sheppard 614/881-5742

Spirit of 99 BRS &14/236—-3412

4TH WEDNESDAY Irwin Hott &14/2683-531%

———220 DEC 1991—-- NO MEETING Dick Beery H14/459-3597
22 JAN 1992 Co-Editors/Spirit of 99 Newsletter

26 FEB 1992 Jean Hall &14/885~4225

29 MAR 1992 | - ‘Bab DeVilbiss &£14/891-054b

22 AFPR 1992
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