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First, a couple of #pologies. Last wonth on the froat [ think we are putting out one of most informative
page | called Genial Computerwere, Pilgrims Pride. Then {o pewsletters in the country at the moment. Many thanks to
compousd it, I quoted the incorrect price for MKAXFLIX. It all our regular and sometimes contributors. For several
is  $15, not $10. Hope I didn't cause amy of our members or moaths aow, we have had 90 to 100 perceat 10CI11¥ vritten
Genlal Colplterwirt day probimes. material with some teeth in 1t' Aiso, we musn't forget owr
Also, Dan Davenport had asked me to pet a FOR SALE 1n behind-the-scenes kelpers..Frank Jenkias for maintainging
~ for his PCODE card with documentation. He 13 asking $190. the mmg fist, and getm? the pmmg done, and Tom
If 1aterested contact him at 451-9061. Nellis &nd Bruce Young tor stapeling, sta ind s23liag.
fn the past couple of {em we bave had qlnte a The recent qrractic delivery of your news et er has nothing
turnover of members and sometimes forget that we still have to do with your newsietter staff. We are op a set schedule
people who are "starters®. ¥ith that in mind, in the next and get the letters in the mail the same time each month.
few 1ssues you are going to see more articles on TI-WRITER/ The probless are with Your local postman who has the option
FUMMELWEB and basic and Ibasic prnqralljn?, ¥e find that of letter your npewsletter sit for up to 10 days before he
there 13 & great need among our people for these items. delivers it. ¥e have looked into other wmethods and this,
Also, almaost every month, we have an article by C.T. TIBS with all 1ts imperfections, 18 still the cheapest and best
which trys to he‘l'p you with very dasic 1tess. C.T. 14 for for the amount of letters we send out.
real and wouid love to hear from you 1t you are having It you didn't get to go to the Chicago TI FAIRE, start
problems of any kind. [f Be doesn't know the answer, he plannlnu TODAY to qo to the next Muiti-User Conference ia
vill find someone within the club who does. Please use this Lima next May 20. Last vear we threw together a couple of
service. Mo, your cuestion 15 not so dumb you are ashamed systems 2t the last minute and make the trip. Tbis year, we
to ask it. Send it anonimcusly then, should do some preplanning and reaily make a splash. Lima
¥e are coming to the close of another year and at least 18 booking some biggies for this one...Chris Bobbitt of
here 1p Cleveland we have a strong base to carry vs through ASGARD, Barry Traver of GENIAL COMPUTERWARE and now writing
another year. Other clubs in the country are not so lucky. the Computer Shopper wmonthly colume, Jim Horn, sysop ob
it 13 also getting time to eiect officers both at NorthCoast COMPUSERVE are already on board for presentitlnns Again,
and Chips. Most of the positions odly take wp am hour or this will fall os our requiar meeting dates, so 1f we vant
two @ month of vour time outside of the actval meetings. So to qo, we wili have to do some preplanning.

3f you are asked to fill in a position., please comsider in
the affirmative. If you thipk there is a position you would - ----—--------------mmmmmmveremmeee oo e s s e e
Like, please don't be bashful. Talk to ome of the present

officers and your offer will be most welcome. If & person : CONTENTS :
holds a position for too lomg, they become burnt out and 1p t )
some clubs im order to get ouwt, they get out altogether. ¥e EXBCUTIVE BOTES - TI-CHIPS... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 2
don ‘t want that to happes here. Besides elected ofticers, ASK C.T. - RANDOM NUMBERS......................... ... 2
there are other committee positions for publicaty, B 41 TO 4 - JIN SWEDLOW - ROM. ... ............. ... .. 3.
nembership, program, library, etc. that could use help. It VEIECUTIVE WOTES - MC........... 0 i, 4.
13 ¢ good way to get better acquainted and to learn new uses +TI-BASE TIPS - M. SKOLEY - NC........................ 4.
7=  for your machine. let's continue to Xeep the Cleveland yTI-BASE TUTORIAL - M. SWOLEY - K.C................... d 3
grou s strong. let's try to get some more 5IGH qorug for ' TRANSFERING FILES FROM OTHER DATABASES TO TI-BASE :
SE, Multiplan, TI-WRITER, programming, etc. If you . WITH EITENDED BASIC - N. SMOLEY - NC................ g

find it 1inconvenient because of distance and time to meet 'HOW TO GET THE WONTH FROM PRINT WIZARD - DEANNA - KC 10 .
duriag the moath, glan to come early or stay late. 1 +T1-WRITER KOST COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS.............. it |
belleve that CHIPS has the library for most of the day, and  ABBREVIATED REPORT ON CHICAGO FAIRE - ART BYERS..... 12 .

NC has their room from nooe to 5 p.m.  Plenty of time to  ————=-mmmmmmmmmmmm e e
sharpen your skills on your favorite subject. ’/



EXECUTIVE NOTES - TI-CHIPS
Mary Phillips, Secretary

Close to 30 people attended the Kovember Chips meeting.
News and reviews were shared.

Firgt, the mews..several months ago, Xen Lewis donated
several cartridges which have becomes the bese collection
for our new module-lending library. His latest addition 13
a3 complete TI-LOGO kit. Thank you, Ken'

A recent article 1n The Plain Dealer reported that the
Cleveland Public Library 13 offering computer services
through the use of modews. The number to cail for this
service 18 623-0623.

[t you're looking for something different for a friesd
or family member, TI-Chips 1s offering 6ift Memberships for
$12. This membership pays for the newsletter. Contact Jobs
Parken. Of course, this 13 for new members only!

Yolunteers were solicited for the disk library to be in
charge of reviewing utilities and home/fimance progrems.
¥ork by several people is esseatial to keep our library

current and keep the workload off one person. If you
volunteered, Thaak You.
New the reviews...NMary Phillips presented a  disk

prograe she had reviewed for the library about a year ago.
One of four programs on tow disks, the program played
“Siegfried's Fumeral MNusic" with colorful graphics, one of
“Richie Wagqner's Greatest Hits.®

Les Hee demonstrated another routine in Extended Basic.
Lles 13 always willing to share his experiments 1o this
proqramsing lanquage.

Harry Hotfman showcased “Picasso, ¥2.0. He found that
this program 18 versatile in 1ts ability to use formats from
TI Artist and Graphl.

Ken Lewis was the lucky winner of the monthly raftle.
The fecember meeting will tedture Christmas goodies, so
please bring your favorite cookies and treats'

ASK C.T.
By C.T. Tabs
Cleveland, Ohio

What does the RANDOM NUMBER GENERATOR do, and just how
does 1t do i1t? I'm qlad you asked' Actually 99er’s, nobody
asked, but I'm going to tell you anyway. It's a very
interesting subject, and the following information )ust
aight be of some value to you some day.

The Random Generator consists of four programable parts
and two built-im sub-routines. One sub-routine iakes @
pre-selected “seed® and creates & pseuvdo-randos decimal
number while the other (the *Randomizer®) creates a pseudo-
randon "seed” which 1n turn creates a pseudo-random decimal
vajue.

You'll notice I use the term "psendo-* quite often when
['n talking about computer qenerated random numbers. This
13 because & "true” random number series 13 omne which 18
generated without pattern or repetition. (Al “true® random
numbers have an equal chance to be drawa.} However, the
computer mathematically generates its random numbers, aed
because the numbers are mathematically generated, the
randomness 1s therefore considered ‘“pseudo-" or not “true®
random numbers. This 13 because, soomer or later, the

computer will return to its Jmitially generated “seed” to

start the process over again. This repetition faiils the
"true’ randomness gqeneration test.

Enough of the “C.T. Theory" of Random MNumber Generation.
Let's get on with the "meat-and-potatoes® of this subject.

Getting back to the four parts of the Random Number |:|:mamd:nq

1: The command RND which tells the 99/4%h to
generate a decimal valwe, Dbetween ZERQ and ONE,
from ap internal “seed” value,

2: The RANGE value which defines the range,
{ERC to the 1imit value minus one,
the *randon® oumbers wiil fall.

from
within which

3. The Range EITENDER which will satisty the "real’
Range of numbers desired by the user (say one
(1) thru ten (10) 1nstead of zero (0) thru nine
(9.3

4: The RANDORIZE command which tells the 99/4h to
pick a DIFFERENT "seed” to start the process
each time the routine 18 run.

The following 18 a progression of SMALL routines which
will demonstrate what 1've been attempting to get across.
Give them a try as you ¢o along, and you will soor find
that you understand how the RAMDOW NUMBER GENERATOR operates
in the TI1-99/4h. 1If you're ready - here we go!

Type in and rum the foliowing:

1. 100 FOR J=1 TO 10 (Let's do 1t ten times.)
110 LET I=RND (Let X equal the Random decimal
number. )
120 PRINT I (Prant the number on the screen )
130 NEXT J (Do it again unti) I pass ten.)
140 END (Thet's enough! Stop! )

Every time you RUN this routine, the SARE list of decimal
numbers will appear.
Now change line 110 to read:
110 LET I=INT(RND*10} (Let‘'s wultiply decimal
RND by TEN and use the
INTEGER oniy )

The new routine wall read:

2. 100 FOR J=1 TO 10

110 LET I=-INT(RND*10}

120 PRINT I

130 MEIT J

140 END
Every tipe you RUNR routine number 2., the AME l)st of
WHOLE sumbers will appear om the screen.  Not only that,
but the numbers drawn will gqo from ZERO thru NINE. Ve
vanted numbers from OME thru TEN. Theretore we rhandge line
110 to read:

-

o,
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110 LET I=INT(RMD*10)+1 (Row the Range 10, from
OKE thru TEA, has been
satisfied by adding 2
Range EITENDER one (1)
to the Integer.)

The nev routine will read:

3. 100 FOR J=1 T0 10
-~ 110 LET I=INT{RND*10}+1
120 PRINT X
130 NEIT J
140 END

But we still bave the same problem of 2 repeating series
every time the rowtine is RUN. To correct this problem, we
add a new ]ine AHEAD of the rowtipe as follows:

90 RANDOMIZE (0K TI, pick a NEY “seed’ every
time this routine 3s RUN!)

The final rowtine will look like this:

4. 90 RANDOMIZE
100 FOR J=1 TO 10
110 LET I=-INT(RKD*10)+1
120 PRINT X
130 NEXT J
140 EXD

If you vant to see what happens to the RND decimel number,
take routine 41 and add line 90 to 1t. You will see that
RANDONIZE affects the RMD decimal, which in twrn affects
the pseado-random aumber geaerated.

I hope 1've been swccessful in clearing up 3some of the
aystery of the RANDON NUMBER GEMERATOR.

If you have comments or questions relating to TI-BASIC,
PLEASE let me know by writing to:

C.T. TIBS
13246 HARPER ROAD
STRONGSVILLE, OHIO 44136
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[This article is a summary of four IB columns that
originally appeared in the User Growp of Orange County,
California ROM]

IF THER
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The incompatibility Dbetween FOR NEXT and IF THEN
gtatments can cause your program to be awkard. The NAI and
NIN statements will often work. For example, 1nstesd of
this:

IF A(b THEK A=6
Try:

A=HAL(], 6}

700 NMNY 60 T0's

I was looking at a text omly adventure game and found
the following code: |

370 FOR B=1 T0 58 ..
IF A(B)=L THEN C=C+] ::
60TO 372
371 KBIT B ::
60T0 314
372 IF C=1 then PRINT "You See:®
373 PRIRT A$(B) ::
60T0 371
374 ! Prograa Continues

Note that in lipe 370 the program leaves the loop to

print the message and then returns. Ther it skips over the
priat instructions to continue.

This is simpler:

370 FOR B=1 TG 58 ::
IF A{B}=L THEN C=C+} ..
IF C=1 THEN PRINT "You See:":A${B}
ELSE PRINT A$(B)

371 MEIT B ! Program Continues

This saves 25 bytes of memory
R I N

Suppose that C$ cae be only *Y" or "R° amd that you
vant to write & routine to change C§ without knowing its
corrent value.

Yot might do this:

100 IF C$="Y" THEN C$="N" ELSE C$="Y"
You don't need to use IF THEN:

100 C$=CHR$(167-A5C(C$))

Enjoy.



EXECUTIVE NOTES - NorthCoast 9%9er’s 11/19/88

The meeting was wonderful, We had a large crowd 1n
copparison ta the last aseeting, There were a lot of people,
there was a lot of activity, we took care of a2 lot of club
business and everyone seesed to have a qood time. The
demcnstration by Tom Nellis, on FunnelWeb Version 4.11/12 was
bath  informative and extensive. Unfortunately, [ only
retained about ten percent of the 1information, The
configuration program is a wmagnificent tool, but it will
=ti]l take me a couple hours of trial and error (with the
tutorial in hand) to fiqure out how to make it work. The
financial report by Jim Mekeel was encouraging., MNe have
plenty of aoney in the treasury to saintain the newsletter
and other club services through next suamer, provided we
repain frugal in our speading habits. 1 am quite releaved
about thic because we are starting to receive aesberships on
2 natipnal  basis, and the newsletter 15 our main
comsunication link to eembers who live outside the Cleveland

area,

NORTHCOAST DISK LIBRARY

he are reshuffling the sub-librarians again, Sose of the
ceople we had for sub-librarians couldn’t handie the job for
cne reason or another, so weé are shifting those positions to
new volunteers. This is not a problea because there is very
little Iltibrary activity at this tise. "We have one of the
biggest and best libraries in the country, but people only
seep to be interested in the latest issue of freeware. Look
through the catalog some tise. There’s some very interesting
stuff in there."®

ONE ITEM OF INTEREST

The general consensus of our aeshers 15 that we need more
hasic inforaation in the newsletter and at the aseetings.
They have requested tutorial or educational type asaterial on
items such as JTI-Writer/FunnelWeb, Extended Basic Prograssing
and other widely used utilities. OQur new plan is this. We
will place tutorial type saterial in the newsletter on a
porthly basis. This esaterial should be helptul to our
rzaders on its own, but it will also be discussed at the
aceting one month after the newsletter date. In other words,
any articles in the Decesber issue will be descussed at the
January meeting. This is because some seabers receive their
nawsletters after the meeting. Note: Because this will be 1in
the form of 2 discussion and not a demo, [ believe this will
be 1n addition to our normal deso.

THE NEXT NORTHCOAST MEETING

At the next ameeting the demonstration will be by Deanna
Gheridan., Deanna said this wili be a potpourri of music and
graphics programs available to us from the library and
cosmercially. Part of the democ will cover Mack Flicks and
Jifty Flyer. The braphics capability of the TI 15 excellent
and this should be an interesting demonstration. Once again
xe have more people involved, with a considerable asount of
activity in sany areas, so try to sake it to the aeetings and
participate, You’ll have a great tiae.

See you all at the next aeeting. Marty

T I —BASE - INSCEBOT Inc.
P. 0. Box 291610
FPt. Orange, FL 32029

IMPORTANT TIPS
=)

NorthCoast 997 ers - Nov. 18, 1988
lLate 1nfarmation By Martin A, Saoley

In Tutorial 3, | presented an Extended Basic program to
convert TIB CFs {which are [/F40) to D/VB) files. | had to
thange some things because "% doesn’t go through the TIW
Foraatter as it is. In doing so, | knocked aff the N in the
second IN%, in line 230, The line should read.

250 IF LENCINS$)>12 THEN GUTS=5EGS$ (INS,1,12)&°8DV"

Originally I said I didn"t like the fact that the help screens
on the disk were the same as the manual. After I realized how
auch I disliked reading the print in the sanual, ! used this
prograa and FunnelMeb to print out all the stutf on the disk in
taphasized, Doublestrike sode. It took some etfort, but ['s
happy with the full sized, dark print copy I have now.

This is very important. The comeands LOAD and SAVE are in
the manual. These coamands are there {for Assesbly Language
Program additions to T]-Base. This is for TI-Base developaent
only. You should never type LOAD or SAVE at the dot proapt.
Typing either of these coamands alone or with the nase of a
Command File or Database, will probably cause the systew to
lock up and any open files to be lost or damaged. You should
be working with CREATE, USE and CLOSE far Databases, and Moditfy
Comsand, DD and FCTN 8 for CFs. Read your manual. -~

"This makes se happy." | received a great letter and s
software from Jerry Keisler, 2221 {College Dr. Paris, TX

75460, He has written a prograe to convert DY/BD files to
TI-Base. The system he uses to do the job 1is relatively
coaplex and people with limited skills in JBasic or File
transfer will have to put some extra effort into the project,
but I think the program 1s incredible. Jerry’c program was
published in the Nov. 1issue of the Paris 997er News. If your
group exchanges newsletters with them, keep your eye open for
Jerry’s articies on Tl-Base.

One last thing. | am presently using TI[-Base Ver. ZD0.
There are still some problems with the Horizon Rasdisk, as of
11/18/88, but aside froa that I can’t believe this prograa 1s
real, Database {iles can be stored on the Ramdisk. Most, if
not all, of the old bugs are gone. It loads faster +{rom &
reqular disk drive. 1t has new printer control code capability
and you can set your print designation to "DSkn.fiiename” to
append to a D/VBO file. It has new features like READSTRING,
which puts in the "quotes” for you, and SUN which w«ill total up
a complete field for vyou. TIB now has #ilters which Dennis
calls {scope). This means 1f you had a massive book 1nventory
Db, you could use (PRINT ALL TITLE,PRICE FCR AUTHDR =
"HEMINGWAY®). Under the proper conditions this wo:ld gqive you
the Title and Price of only the books you have that wmere
Authored by Hemingway. There’s more than this, anc Dennls says
there will be a new manual. "AND*, I haven’t even sentior™ >
CONVERT, a new function of TIB that converts external fi1les te
T1h Database Files. You're not gaing to believe this stutt.

Good Luck, Marty,.



TI—BASE - From INSCEBOT
TUTORIAL 4 By Martin Smoley

NorthlCoast P%9’ers - Nov. 8, 1988
Copyright 1988 By Martin A. Saoley

c an reserving the copyright pon this aaterial, but I will
allow the copying of this material by anyone under the
foliowing conditions. (1) It sust be copied 1n 1ts entirety
with no changes. (2) If it 15 retyped, credit aust be given to
myself and the NorthLoast 9%rs, as above. (3) The last major
condition 1c that there may not be any profit directly 1nvalved
in the copying or transfer at this saterial. In other words,
Clugs can use 1t in their newsletters and you Can glve a copy
to your friend as long as its tree.

¥ Command File MOVEDI1
X Save as MOVED1/C

¥ Move Data from TNAMES to NEWNAMES
X

CLEAR

CLOSE ALL

X SET TALK OFF

SET RECNUM OFF

GET HEADING OFF

SELECT 2

USE NEWNAMES

TOF

SELECT 1§

USE TNAMES

TOF

ACAL NUMT N 4 O

1.wPLACE NUMT WITH 1
DO DSK2.MOVED2

SET RECNUM ON

SET HEADING ON

SET TALK ON

RETURN

10727788

¥ Command File MOVED?2

¥ Save as MOVED2Z2/C

X

WHILE .NOT.
SELECT 2
APPEND Bl ANK

10/27/88

(EOF)

REFLACE
REFLACE
REPLACE
REPLALCE
REPLACE
REFLACE
REFPLACE
REPLACE
REFLACE
REPLACE
REPLACE
REFLACE

’-NREPLACE NUMT WITH NUMT + 1

SELECT 1
MOVE
ENDWHILE
CLOSE ALL
HE TURN

2. NM
2.LN
Z2.FN
2.MI
2.5A
2.CT
2.57
2. LP
2.PH
2-XP
2.06P
2.1ID

WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WITH
WilTH

NUMT
1.LN
1.FN
1.M1
1.5A
1.CT
1.57
1. ZIP
1.PH
1. XF
1.6F
1.1ID

Here we are again TI-Base users. In this wsonths tutorial |
intend to back track, back paddlie, and change my aind on a 1ot of
things. Last month I said [ almost had the manual wrapped up and
I could stop writing large tutorials. I wil] attempt to cut the
tutorial size, but | am discovering things that people either
don’t understand or don’t even realize that TIB can do. I will
attemspt to remesber that every 1iea we cover 15 probably brand
new to you, the reader. [ started to fall into that trap where
the writer (me), thinks that what he 15 saying should be
completely clear to everyone. 5@, [’l1 slow down and try to
explain things more clearly.

The Command Files (CFs) on this page answers a guestion |
received and cover sose new points in the aanual. The question
was, "] coapletely set up a data base and typed in 10C pames and
addresses, [ then realized | needed one more field and one ti1eld
that was Clharacter should have been Nlumeric,” I will atteapt to
cover this problem and a sultitude ot ather things at the sawe
tine, because they all work together. 5o please try to bear with
e for a while. Let’s work with TNAMES because we already have
it typed in. Next, ['m going to switch the wrong +ield probles
to, "a Nluseric ¢field that should have been Clharacter® ({(FEL).
So, let’s say you just typed in TNAMES and vou have entered 100
names. MWe only have D names in TNAMES but the Cfs (MOVED! and
KOVEDZ) won't care 1f there are 5, 100 or 999 names in the
database., “"Now'", when you CREATEC TNAMES you typed tn the
inforeation listed below. As you can see the first 10 1teas are
Ciharacter type {fields and the last itea is a Nlumeric type
field. “Look 1t over.®

arrows to move, enter to advance
FIELD DESCRIPTOR TYPE WIDITH DEC

LN
FN
MI
SA
CT
ST
P
PH
XP
6P
ID

N R bt b
NN AN SR

- O OO AR e
e

ZOoOooooooaonon

ey

L TNAMES STRUCTURE 1

Now, after entering all those names [ decided that [ should
have put in another field. The field I want should be before the
first field in this DB {(before LN}, [ mwant 1t to be a number or
Numeric field, and held a nuesher up to 999 with no decimal
places., Since this 1s a number for each name and address record,
I’d like the first record to start w«ith | instead of TIBs setup
which is zero (0}, and ['d like the computer to put the nusbherc
in for me, Next | decided I wanted the last tield tc be a
Chharacter field instead of a Niumeric field, as it i1s now. I
you use MODIFY STRUCTURE as described in the sanuai, adding a
field will destrov the data and the namses will be lost. 5o we'l]
do 1t another way. Remember, thic 15 a tutor:al and this
deaonstrates programssing techniques. The idea of adding a +tieid
or changing another doesn’t have to ke logical.

Continued Next Page.



TI—EBASE Tutorial 4 Page 2
NorthCoast 992°ers (L) Nartin A. Ssoley

Rere’s one quick resinder. “I keep several copies of wy
databases on different disks. 1f one of these new CFs ['a
testing wipes out the database, I want to have a backup.” "5So'’
with all this in weind, [ decided to CREATE a nem database,
leave 1t emapty and transfer what [ wanted ¢rom the old DB
(TNAMES}, into the new one. [ typed CREATE NEWNAMES. When TIB
gave ae the structure entry screen, [ typed in everything you
see helow,
to advance

arrows to move, enter

FIELD DESCRIPTOR TYPE WIDTH DEC
1 NM N 4 O
2 LN C 15
3 FN c 135
4 MI C 2
=" 5A C 25
6 CT C 20
7 ST C 2
8 ZP C 2
9 PH C 12

10 XP C o
i1 LGP C S
12 ID C 7

[ NEWNAMES STRUCTURE ]

Cospare NEWNAMES structure to TNAMES structure. You will
seg that there are now 12 tields instead of 11. Notice that
the first field is now NM, a Nluseric field, the size is 4 and
0 decimal places. The rest of the fields satch TNAMES except
Il which I have changed to a Clharacter field with a length of
7. ¥hen I entered all the information above and [ was on the
last 7 in 1D, 1 pressed FCTN B to save and end the creation
screen. When TIB asked 14 1 wanted to enter data now, |
answered Nioc. At that point I had created NEWNAMES and it was
conpletely espty. NEWNAMES is the DB | really need, so all 1
have to do i1s move all the data from TNAMES over to 1t and I’1l

be happy.
[ whipped up MOVED which I later turned intc MOVED] and
MOVED2 (FEL}. I still prefer FunnelWeb to produce my CFs, but

the TIB way is to type MODIFY COMMAND MOVED1 <E>. TIB will
then start the procedure of producing the CF nased NOVED! and
place you in the EDITOR screen. Type in all the lines you see
down to and including the first RETURN. At that point press
FCTN 8 to SAVE/END and TIB wiil finish making NOVED! for vyou.
You may have to press FCTN 9 to break out of the editor at this
noint. When you get back to the DP start over, and with MODIFY
COMMAND ROVED2 <(E>, type the second CF as you see it. I’ll
start with NOVED] and qoc through it. Kemseaber that ¥ 1n the
first colusn aeans cosaent line and TID will not execute that
line when it reads the 3. 5o you are probably looking at & SET
TALK OFF and scratching your head. Normally | set talk off to
keep the scrpen clear, In this case it sade se nervous because
[ new that TID was deing some real thrashing on two databases
and it concerned ae. Seeing a1l the lines ga by on the screen
doesn’t give you much eore control, but at least you don’t feel

6

so left out, and you Can see certain problems if you watct
which lines execute. You can remove the ¥ and turn off the
screen junk any tise you wish, SELECT 2 1s where the good
stuff starts. 1's going through this again. I hope [ don’t
bore the people who already understand the aspect of SELECT -
TIB has § areas. A different DB can be opened in each are
These DBs will resain open and you can work on all of them, but
not all at once. Lets say that each area is a cardboard box.
You have 5 boxes. You must do any major work on only one box
at a tise, however, you can do sinor work on the other 4 by
reaching over into those boxes and picking iteas out. It you
use the comsmand SELECT, you can change the box that you wish to
do major work on. I4 you are unsure of yourselt, you should
nat only SELECT the important work area, you should also tell
TIB exactly where things can be found by using the (x.)
directive, where x is one of the area nusbers ({-3) (FEL).
Therefore, SELECT 2 means take box nusber 2 in your hands, USE
NEWNAMES means place all the stuff calied NEWNAMES into
whatever box vou are holding. In this case it i1s box 2, TOP
seans aake sure that when we look into this box later the first
thing we see 1s the first record in NEWNAMES.  Mith NEWNAMES
this 15 not isportant because 1t is eapty, but with TNANES 1t
tould be i1mportant. NOIE: TIB does not associate the naame
NENNAMES with box 2. You must remember what you have placed in
which box. OSELECT ! means put box Z dawn amd pick up box
nuaber {, USE TNAMES and TOP 1s the same as abave but using
TNAMES this time. LOCAL NUMT 4 Q, is the variable [ wi1ll use
to feed nuebers into the field named NM. REPLACE NUMT WITH 1,
puts the number 1| into NUNT. I previously said [ would like to
start numbering with {. The next line 1s DO DSKZ,MOVED2, This
line runs the CF named MOVED2 which is similar to a sub-progry
and 15 located on drive 2. 1 mention drive 2 because you coui.
change the 2 to any drive you wish, If you bhave this LF on
drive 3, make it DSKJ. etc. When this line 15 executed TIB
runs MOVED2 and begins to do all the real work. When TIB hits
the statesent WHILE NOT. ({(EOF) we are working with box number
I. That 1s because 1t was selected last and therefore 1s still
the current selection. It is also the box where we are keeping
TNAMES. If we seiected 2, whera NEWNANES 1s, the file 1is
eapty, so we would get an EOF signal and the WHILE would not
execute. In our case it does execute, so we go through all the
statesents between WHILE and ENDWHILE. [ immediately SELECT Z.
This ts necessary because | want to APPEND BLANK, To TIB this
means, append one complete record (which 1n this case 1s all 12
fields) onto the end of the DB which 15 in box 2 (which 1n this
case 15 NENNAMES), Since there 15 now sose real space in
NEWNAMES that we can fill with data, we will do so. REPLACE
2,N% WITH NUHT, takes the | which we previously placed in the
variable RUNT and copies it into the field named KM in box 2.
The 2. is to tell TIB box 2. [t 1s not really necessary
because we are 1n box 2 froa the previous SELECTion.  However,
it helps ae understand what 1s going on when 1 read over old
{5 a tow weeks after ['m done with thes and I can’t resesber
what they were for in the first place. REPLACE Z.LN WITH 1.LN
tells TIB to copy the last name from box | inte the last name
tield in box 2. TIB works anly with the box nusbers, but for
our understanding, we are saying take the last name we have
TNAMES and copy 1t into the blank last name field we have
created in the new DB REWNANES, Notice I use the tera COPY and
not MOVE,

Continued Naxt Page,
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The next 10 REPLACE commands are the same as the one I just
rr.rihed. There is however, a difference in what is happening

™ he field in REPLACE 2.1D WITH t.1D. Take a look at D on
the structure screens on the previous pages., You should notice
that 1D in TNAMES is a Nlumeric field and it 1s a Clharacter
field in NEWNAMES. This is one way we can change a field type.
This change is not important at this tise, but 1 received a
question on the matter so I thought cthers might be having this
probles, You can also convert Clharacter fields to Niuseric
fields in the sase smanner. [f that is the case, you sust
renave all characters from every field first. In other words
the field say contain nusbers only, at the tise of conversion,
You ran also leave a particular field blank and use EDIT to
type in data at a later tise. “DK, the iast REPLACE." REPLALE
NUNT WITH NUMT + 1 is an accumulator {resesber from last
sonth?), e are telling TIB to take whatever nuaber is in the
variable NUNMT, add 1 to it, and place the new total back into
NUMT, So the next time we REPLACE 2.NM WITH NUMT the result
will be 2, 3, 4 and so on. The next line (SELECT 1} 1s
important.  We sust reSELECT nuaber 1 (TNANES) betore the MOVE
directive which is in the following line. In NEWNAMES we are
at the EOF and have no place to move to. ARlso, when we hit the
ENDWHILE and loop back to the WHILE .NOT. (EOF) statement we
sust already be in the full database for the saae reasen. MNe
will continue to jump back and forth, add new space to NEWNANES
and move data from TNAMES to NEWNAMES until we hit the End 0f
File {EOF) in box number 1 (which 15 TNAMES). “Sounds easy
A7 Well it is for the CF.® At the EOF TIB jumps out of the
-Fop CLOSEs ALL the open DBs and RETURNs to the CF named
MOVEDL.  In MOVED1 it siamply turns ON all the stuft we turned
OFF previausly and RETURNs you to the DP. FYI: First, 1 am
covering the business of SELECTing a slot over agaim because 1+
sou wish to really use TI-BASE you must fully wunderstand the
basits, If TIB can handle {7 fields in a database and it can
open 5 databases at the same tise {slots 1-0), then you have
the potential of actively working with BS fields at the same
time, We have just worked with 23 fields at the sase tiae.
Think of how complicated a situation it could be with B3. This
is why you must take the time to fully understand the basics of
this language. Next, I still prefer to use FunnelWeb to write
and edit ay CFs. I realized that this will not be convement
for you under certain conditions, for example, if you have TIE
running and you would like to change the nase of the DB you
will use in slot number I, I# the CF is to big to load with
MODIFY COMMAND, you must leave TIB, load FunnelWeb, sake the
correction and then relcad TIB. So, from now on [ will try to
heep the CF segments swall enough to be wmodified without
leaving TIB, I still recomsend that you use some seans to
sroduce D/V 80 type CFs. Last for now, 1 have changed ay mind
about creating large senu-type systeas at this time. You say
recall may mentioning this idea last sonth. I will stay with
smaller and T hope more easily understood utility type CFs for
Auhile. Several pecple have told me that they are already

st., So I'11 slow down a littie and try to accommodate
gveryone, 1+ possible.

“0K, back to work." While working on this tutorial and
writing NOVED! and WOVEDZ 1 definitely did not get things right
the first time. This created a related probles that covers

somse new iteas in that old sanual. #hen I ran MOVED! 1t ¢1lled
NEWNAMES with junk, I literally mean junk. Since APPEND means
stick saore stuféf on the end, the second time there was twice as
auch junk in NEWNAMES. W®hat I needed was another CF that would
tlean out NENNAMES. So I whipped up the CF named CLEARD.

X 10/28/88
¥ Command File CLEARD

¥ Save as CLEARD/C

X Clear Data from NEWNAMES
CLEAR

CLOSE ALL

X SET TALK OFF | ;
SET RECNUM OFF : l
SET HEADING OFF . I am presently testing
USE NEWNAMES +  TI-Base Version 2.0. :

fommmmmm e mmm e mmm e}

, A SPECIAL NOTE FROM MARTY

SORT OFF .
TOP The i1aprovesenis ook |
WHILE .NOT. (EOF) VEry VEry 1Bpressive, i
DELETE RECORD $mmmmmmmmm s ee s oo +
MOVE
ENDWHILE
PACK
¥ Second time through.
TOF
WHILE .NOT. (EOF)
DELETE RECORD
MOVE
ENDWHILE
PACK
¥ That should do 1it.
CLOSE ALL
SET RECNUM ON
SET HEADING ON
SET TALK ON
RETURN

This CF opens or USEs NEWNAMES, unSORTs the DB and starts at
the TOP or first record. The WHILE loop loops until 1t hits
the EOF, and while it is looping, TIB is DELETEing records. In
this application DELETE RECORD actually means eark the recorg
TIB is presently looking at for later removal. T7his is for |
record only. Therefore, we BOVE to each record, one at a tiee,
and mark them all. When we hit the £OF, the WHILE kicks aut
and we execute PACK. PACK is a progras segment of 7IB and 1t
resides on the TID prograe disk., It persanently removes the
records shich have been marked for deletion. For scme reason,
unknown to ae, [ kept winding up with a record still lett 1n
NEWNAMES., Not always the same record but a record. The
pasiest way to handle this was to rerun the loop. This brings
NEWNAMES up empty every time. You can check this by typing USE
NEWNAMES at the DP and then DISPLAY ALL. You will get a
database eapty message. Well, [’a qoing to break off here. |
still have enough material for thundreds of tutorials,
unfortunately it’s all in my head. Resesber that [ have a
tutorial disk available and you can )oin the Northfoast Users
broup, see tutolial I for details. And send those questions to
se, | need to knom what you need to know. Good luck., Marty.

Continued Naxt Month.



2230 REM  X3SAVE DATA FILEX% X% T1 99/4A Extended Basic %%

2240 GOSUB 2440

2250 OPEN #1:L$, INTERNAL,DUTPUT,FIXED 150

2260 PRINT #13:N

2270 FOR I=1 TO N -
2280 PRINT #1:LN$(I),NAS(I),CH$(I),AD$(I),CP$(I),PCS$(I),TP$(I),XP$ ()

2290 NEXT 1

2300 CLOSE #1

2310 RETURN

Nuaber of Records = 4

SwoleytitMartin A, $24Martin J. Andrew Diedret334149 Bryson DrivetddMentor 85844060868216-257-164187302~89
hitaantl¥Raymond (S1im) 8288382574 East 254th,t48East]ake OH.858440948489%1-234547509-68
Aardvark$itGrant E.828Willard  John3389995 State Rt, BATAsEenevalSsd4401424681-445-987587102-88
Rardvark$18Willard82¢83iNo Newsletter 48358848 1-455-748947809-08

Vivannovitch®{SElexxies28838111 E, 98th. St.t48C1evelands5491023841541-541547805-88

JONESEISQUINCY W.828J1M SALLYS$383728% BUREANDY LAINCR4$Mentor-on-the-Lake DHES84404608468257-102987309-88

100 ! 338384 PRNGCOTEST
109 ! (C) 1988 Martin A, Smoley

110 ! TI—EBasmse — TUTORIAL
300 OPEN #1:"D3K6.NOCOTEST®, INTERNAL,FIXED 150, INPUT Extended Basic Background 1.1
700 OPEN #9:*PI10*,VARIABLE 136 :1 PRINT #9:CHR$(15) NortCoast 99” ar s
700 INPUT #1:NM :: PRINT #9:*Nusber of Records = *3NM Copyright 198 By Mrtin A Saoley

1000 IF EOF (1)THEN CLOSE #1 :: CLOSE 49 :: STOP

1100 INPUT #1:LNS,FNS,CHS, SRS, CTS, IPS, PH$, 1PS

1200 PRINT #9:LN$; " 818" FNS; " 828" CHS; *138* 6A8; " 04875 CTS; "05K°; IPS; " 868" 1PHS 1 "8
74%; XP$

1300 GOTO 1000

5000 CLOSE #1 :: CLOSE 49 -
5010 ' $38388 PRNOCOTEST When I found cut about TI-Base several aonths ago, the first thing that came to mind wae

5050 END an Extended Basic mailing list progras I was using at the time. Ny thoughts were of all -
the tise [ had spent typing in the names and addresses, and how terrible it was going to be
typing thes all in again. 1 thought this because mast new Databasa prograss are out for

100  $38888 PRNOCOTST? tonths before utilities come along to import data froe your old mailing lists, This was
105 ' (C) 1988 Nartin A, Saoley also true of TI-Base. TI-Base has been out for several months and I
10 ! have spent so much time writing these tutorials that I never got around
500 OPEN #1:*DSK6. NOCQTEST*, INTERNAL, FIXED 150, INPUT to retyping all those names into TIB. Well, I'an working with Ver, 2,0
700 OPEN #9:"P10*,VARIABLE 136 :: PRINT #9:CHR$(!5) of TIB now and it has a function called CONVERT which will allow you to
700 INPUT #1:NM :: PRINT #9:“Nunber of Records = ";NM \aport  files which were not created by TIB.
923 A=13 11 B=13 112 =25 12 D=2 3y Ea2f 311 F=b 11 6=13 It’s a little complicated and the results
950 PRINT #9:TAB(0);A; TAB(A) ;B3 TAB(A+B) 3L TAB (A+B+C) 5 Ds TAB (A+B+C¢D) ;E; TAB (A+B+C+ Can be a little strange if you are baffled
D+E}3F 3 TAB(A+B+(+D4E+F) ;65 TAB(A+B4C+D+E+F+6) § 5" by the file storage habits of the 99744,
1000 IF EOF (1) THEN CLOSE #1 21 CLOSE 49 :: STOP Ia not very good at this stuff so I fiqured
1100 INPUT #1:LNS,FNS,CHS,SAs,CT8, IS, PHS, XPS others out there would appreciate some ideas
1200 PRINT #9:TAB(O) ;LN${ TABCA) ;FN$; TAB(A+B) ; CHS; TAB A+B+C) ; SAS; TAB(A+B+C+D}; LTS on the subject. I am breaking this tutorial
s TAB(A+D+C+D4E) ; IPS; TAB (A+B+C+D+E+F) ; PHS; portion into segaents to be wused as
1250 PRINT #9:TAB(A+B+L+DeE+F+6); XPS newsletter fill, My reasoning is this,
1300 GOTOD 1000 This section is big, it lends itsels well to
5000 CLOSE #1 :: CLOSE 49 sectioning, such of the XBasic stuff may be interesting to non-TI-ase users, and
S010  $3838% PRNOCOTST? tast, as | write this section TI-Base Ver. 2.0 has not been released. So I can $ill
€050 END in our newsletter when we don’t have any local articles and you can get some

interesting infornation before the progras coses out. See Next Page.

Number o¢ Records = &

15 15 23 21 2 b 13 J
Snaley Martin A, Martin J. Andrew Diedre 6149 Bryson Drive  Mentor $4060 216-257-14b1 02-89 <>
Whitman Raymond (Slin) 2374 East 254th, Eastlake OH. 44094 951-2145 09-88
Rardvark ¢ Grant E, #illard John 7993 State Rt. 84  Geneva 44014 1-445-9876 02-88
Aardvark Willard No Newsletter 1-463-768%  09-88
Vivannovitch Elexxie 111 E. 9Bth. St. Clevaland 91023 541-5415 05-88
JONES QUINCY W, JIN SALLY 37285 BURGANDY LAINE Mentor-on-the-Lake OH44060 257-1029  0B-B8
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TI " EBase — TuUTORIAL
Extended Basic Background 1.2
Nor tCoast 997 ers

Copyrvyr 1 gt 1988 By Martin A, Sapley

"rzl'am reserving the copyright on this saterial, but [ will
allow the copying of this wsaterial by anyone under the
foliowing conditions. (1) It must be copied 1n 1ts entirety
with no changes. (2) If it 15 retyped, credit sust be given to
pyself and the NorthCoast 9%ers, as above. (3) The last major
condition is that there aeay not be any protit directly involved
in the copying or transfer of this material. In other words,
Ciubs can use 1t in their newsletters and you can give a copy
to your friend as long as its free,

This 15 going to be a wordy explanation. [f you already
understand this stuff, don’t waste your time. Also, [ mll
make reference to Ti-Base's [ONVERT function. This may be
cenfusing now, but 1t will be explained in depth i1n the future,

At the top of the preceding page | have copied a very small
part of an old sailing list program named MAIL/TI. Back around
1989 this was & popular program for keeping club smeabership
rosters, [t kept a sember’s Last Name, First Name, Children,
Street Address, City, Iip Code, Phone and Expiration Date. [t
had many gquirks, but I don’t want to get into any of that, or
even the program itself. That doesa’t matter. The part that
matters is the part I have listed for you. It is a subprogras
within MAIL/TI and its job is to save all the data the progras
,ﬁ]iEE in semnory, MAIL/T] held everything in memory in a single
-pmensianal  array while you worked on the $ile and then, on
comand, would save it all at once. Line #2240 gqoes to another
subprogram which allows you to enter "L$". L$ 1s your disk
nusber and filemame such as, DSKI.NOCOTEST. Line #2250 then
OFENs  your existing data file, to edat 1t. It doesn’t write
anything yet, 1t just OPENs the f1le. The file 1s {FENed 1n
{INTERNAL,FIXED 150) format for QUTPUT. 5o, the I/F 150 means
we can’t ook at it with FumnekWeb, and OUTPUT wmeans we are
only going to write to the +$ile at this time. Line #2240
PEINTs, or writes, the first piece of information to our file,
It PFRINTs N, which 1is the total number of records it is
hoiding., It saves this total to disk and reads 1t again the
rext tise you load the names into this program. Notice that
{#1) is the only reference the Tl needs to process data intp
NOCOTEST on DS5KI, Line #2270 15 a FOR NEXT loop which runs
until tt reaches the total nusher of records (N}. In our case
it is six, Line #2280 PRINTs one coapiete group, or record, to
$1, "our file*. It PRINTs the record i1n one sclid line, but 1t
puts 1in 1ts o«n markers so it can break 1t up again the next
time you want it to load the data to work on it. Line #2290
Loops back to line #2270 so the process can repeat until the
maxisus number of N 15 reached. When N is reached, line #2300
(L0SEs #1 and the prograa RETURNs to where ever it case tros in
the rest of MAIL/T]. 1 am going through this because 1f you
can find this part in whatever progras you may be using, with a

Aunch of extra effort you may be able to extract the files and

JONVERT thea to TI-Base files. It was necessary {for se to go
through all this junk to convert ay files. FY[: For the
surpose of these tutorials [ type our TIB file TNAMES into
MAIL/TI and saved it as NOCOTEST.
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I set some things up se I could use thes to demonstrate points
later. After saving the file [ printed it out, as you see just
below 2310 RETURN. I did this with the progras named
PRNOCOTEST which is listed just below that. In line ¥300 |
opened FRNOCOTEST which I have on DSKé. in INTERNAL,FIXED 150
forsat, but IKPUT this time. Try to use this analogy, The
program 15 IN esesory, and the file is QUT on the disk, [f you
want to bring data or recards in from the disk, you [NPUT. If
you want to PRINT data out to the disk, you DUTPUT. Line #700
OPENs sy paralle! port to the printer and also prints CHR$(15),
which tells the printer Condensed, or 136 Characters per line.
Line #3000 gets the nuaber of records from the file and prints
1t as you see above our fist. We asust read or INPUT this
nuaber to get it out of the way. If we start with a line like
#1160, and try to start reading names and addresses, the systen
#1ll run (unexpectedly) into the nuaber and get confused. [ am
going to build ay own loop and at the beginning of each laoop
pass | want to check for the End Of File marker. MWhen it
reaches the EOF aarker in file #1, [ want to close everything
and stop the program, That’s what line #1000 does. Line #1100
INPUTS one complete line of data exactly as we OUTPUT 1t 1n
line #2280 of the old program. You sust bring the data IN
pxactly as 1t was origanally sent QUT or you’ll have probleas.
Line #1200 sends all the data to the printer. I have
"however", piaced a $18,1028,858,etc. between each 1tea, S0 you
can see where Last Name ends, and First Name begins, etc. Line
$1300 15 the bottom end of my home made loop. [t sends the
prograa back to line 1000 over and over, until we finally hit
the EOF marker. This program printed out all the names in the
list, but it wasn’'t what [ wanted. I wanted something sore
like you see at the hottom ot that page. I needed spacing
power and flexability. So, I added a bunch of lines, changed
the the name to PRNDCOTSTZ and I had 1t. Line #9320 sets up the
variabies A, B, C, D, E and F, and gives then numeric values.
Line #930 orints A and TABs A, prints B and TABs A+B, etc. etc.
Line #1200 prints LN$¢ and TABs A, prints FN$§ and TABs A+B,
etc. etg. All of it would not go an one line, so line #1250
finishes the job. This seans 1f you want to vary the spacing,
just change the value of the colusn you want to move 1n lipe
$925 and all the corresponding data will be adiusted
accordingly, "Neat Huh!" 1’1l bet that some of you didn’t know
you could use variables and do math in a TAB command. I haope
this XBasic stuff 1s interesting to some of you. Il explain
what’s going on, TI-Base Ver, 2.0 CONVERT function is
powerful, but quite blind., It sucks 1n everything froe the
file nase you gqive 1it., This 1includes all the hidden f1ile
length markers, and anything else the program that saved the
file aight have put 1n for its future use. CONVERT doesn’t
recognize these marks, so i1t puts them 1nto the data fields.
Anything that changes the length of the data fields will shift
everything back and forth, causing parts of the first nase to
show up in the last name field, and the street address to show
up in the first nase field etc, MWhat 1 did was convert ey old
file to a D/Y 80 file so ! could do some editing using
FunnelWeb along the way, [ then converted it back to an
INTERNAL,FIXED 1530 file, but with the spacing you see at the
bottom of the page burlt into the disk file. This route gave
ae the least amount of junk in the final TI-Base Database. My
Extended Basic Background Tutorials will show you how I did it
and [ hope will give you some very interesting ideas for file

handling in YBasic. Next Month.



HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF PRINT WIZARD
By Deanna Sheridaa - Northcoast 99ers - Cieveland, Ohio

Priet Wizard was istroduced by Trio+ Software last year
at the Chicago Faire. It has gqotten some nice reviews
lately in the various newsletters on our exchange list.

If you have ever seen or used Print MNaster for the
KSDOS machines, you will recognized that Print Wizard 1S
patterned very closely after this package {within the limits
of the TI's memory space). A3 with most long XBASIC
programs, it takes a long time to load and get ready to rua.
In scanning the code, I capnot determine 1f it has utiiized
any Pre-5cas operations and 1t seems to take forever to
gtart running.

As with Print Master, Print ¥izard offers you a choice,
of greeting cards, signs, or letterhead. The mamual 15 one
of the best [ have come across in a long time and guides you
through each step. You are allowed a border, text aad
graphic at the same time. The card does print in all the
right places to fold for a standard greeting card.

You have a choice of 3 sizes for your graphic and
depending on that choice, & variety of ways to place that
graphic on your screem. There 13 a smill box on the screen
vhich shows you how many of your graphics can go on 2 side
and where you can choose to place them. If you also want
text, it sometimes becowes tricky not to intermingle thenm.

You get ail of the above with Priot Master also, except
that with the additiona| semory available, you can actually
see what the finished product will look like before 1t 18
printed. There are novw many hibraries of qraphics avairlable
for Print Master, but I have yet to see any new fonts or
borders. This 15 where our slow-poke Print Wizard has the
advantage.  You can convert your TI-Artist fonts and
qraphics (in fact ail the graphics and fonts ou Print Wizard
come from & companion disk for TI-Artist produced by Trio+
Software} and convert them to Praimt Wizard format. Although
[ have not tried it, there are imstructions 3o thet you can
create your own borders.

This makes Print Wizard a very versiatile prograa.

But, 1f it wasn't so slow, you say. It takes up to 43
minutes to create and print just ooe card. There 13 no way
to save your cards, or 1s there? There 13 an advertisement
currently running for a discount department store where the
woman chants with a one-purpose thought, ‘“paper towels,
paper towels®.  Computer users should always be thinking,
*print to disk, print to disk®*. This will make Print ¥izard
a completely new program for you.

At the menu screen, where yow are asked to configure

your printer, use DOK1.FILENARE (whatever you want to call
1t} and when it comes time to print the card, it will print
1t to disk. The time will be the same as when primting to
the prister, but if you want multiple copies, they are
printed 1n a fraction of the original printing time.

The 1dea for this ceme from Tom Wynne of the Tacoma~
99ers last tall. He said most of the qraphic programs coule
be printed to disk and then run through an IBASIC program
for wmultiple copies and speed (since the printer commands
are diready converted). In the case of Print Wizard, it

saves 1n a D/V128 format. I use 3 lattle program similar
to:

100 OPEN 41:DOK1. FILENAME, INPUT, VARIABLE 128
110 OPEN 42:°P10. CR", OUTPUT

120 1F EOF(1) THEN 140

130 LINPUT #1:A% :: PRINT 42:A$ :: 60TO 120
140 END

With this in mind, I have geared up to use Print Wizard
1p the following mammer. 1 have printed out all of the
borders and given them the same names as in the wmapual. I
an plasning to take my favorite graphics for special
occasions such as Christmas, Easter, Valentilme, Birthday,
etc. and make up 2 disk. Then as [ run onto some favorite
sayings or poems, 1 will create 3 disk with the various
tonts provided or convert some others. THEN, when I need 2
card for that special occaston, I cam prist it out in about
5 minutes or less. If you return your paper to the starting
pogition after pranting. the border. or graphic. or text, i
will be perfectly placed on the paper jyust as though it had
been printed all at once. Also. using this method, 1 cany >
p)x and match border, qraphics, etc. and can also print 1n
a variety of colors and can even use more than one qraphic
on a page. It has wade using Print Wizard a pleasure
instead of frustrating. The little proqram above could
be enclosed in &n array so that multiple copies could be
nade without resetting. A person with a set of templates
and the above little program would not even need Prinmt
¥izard to create cards.

[ have spent most of my time on Print Wizard doing
cards as it seems to have more potentid] than others we have
for doing that. The sige program 18 also nice, but there
are much better programs available for Letterheads, and I
don‘t plan to use that feature at ail. Por $19.9 ana the
above suggestions, you could do some very creative Christmas
cards this year!
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TI-MRITER
COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
By Tom Kennedy

Ti-¥RITER 13 an extremeiy powerful Word Processor,
and wuch of this power 13 attributed to the seny commands
and teatures avaiiable only & keystroke away. The probien
maty find though, whken learning to use this software, 18
“Whick Keystroke?*

Everyone has had one particular problea that
stumped them for hours, only to find a simple answer, and
wonder: "Why dadn't I see that?®. In this section, we will
attempt to cover some of these questions, perhaps the very
ones you have on your mind, Also included are some l1ittle
known tips to 4i1d in using the TI-WRITER word processor.

tRizEENRERSRARRARRARROOOARRERERRLLS

J: How do [ backspace beyond the left margin?

A: The Xeystroke CTRL-Y will temporarily disabie the
left marqir. NOTE: there )s ro right margin release.

0: How do I stop the printer from printing a blank page
when pranting through the tormatter?

A: The "quirk® of the unwanted blank page printed when
using the Forpatter has been elimnated 3n the new revised
version of the FORMAL and FORMAZ files, recently reieased to
the public domaie by Ti.  Another way 15 to select the
single page option in the formatter menmu, and reset the
paper before printing.

{: ¥hen using the .HE command to praint 2
paqe number,
later page?

A: The value of the page number )n a Header or Footer
1$ 1ncremented on each page, and can be reset to start over
at any number. To have NG value pripted, (such as for the
introduction of & book) use the .PR format command, with a
value of zero. The page numbering will begin on the
following page., and a * PA" &t the end of each page wall
delay the numbering further.

(: Can TI-WRITER save a file
b/vVa0?

h:  Yes, if yov use the PF command to print 2 file, you
can insert an "F* n front of the filename, a8 in: F
DSKL.MYFILE.  The ¥ wiil czuse the file to print in
Display/Fixed 80 format. The use of a "C" 1n front of the
fiiename strips any control characters from the fiie as 1t
)5 sent.

0: How do you reformat & table created 1n Fixed mode,
vithout drawing the whole table into one paragraph?

A: Unfortunately, this i3 not a coavemient task. The
only way 18 to insert & Carriage Return symbol after each
line, and reformet each.

}: How do you wuse the Text Formatter, and what are
Format Covmands.?

A: To start off with, the Formatter 13 a utility
proqram that reads s ¢ file. and 1aterprets designated
characters, or qrouwps of characters, and performs certain
functions on the text of the file. To use the formatter,
you nstatl these gqroups of characters, called Format
Commands, 1ato your text where needed. Bost of these

“Header” and
how do vyou suppress the page number until 3

1n any formet besides

compands follow the rule of starting with a period (.1 and
gtarting at the beqinning of a line. Kumerical values are
usually reguired, and must also follow in order. There are
some formet commands that consist of only one character.
such as the ampersand (&). which underlines the following
text. 1 complete [ist of the format commands, and the:r
peanings, 15 o the Forum Data Library-0, under the name
FRTCND.HLP

: How do the Transiiterate commands work?

A: The Tramsiiterate command 15 special type of Format
command that redefines any ASCII key value to equate to a
string of character values. This i3 used to send specific
code values to @ printer 1n order to activate special
functions. The format i3 " TL xxx:as,bb,cc...” where xxx 1s
the xey to be redefined, and a2, bb, etc are the subsequent
code values being sent. You will have to check your printer
masual to see which codes do what.
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NORTHCOAST %9'ers, Cleveland, Oho

Oftice of Treasurer
James Mekeel

11596 Forest View Drive
Chardon, Ohio 44024

oeptember 14, 1968

Wr. W¥iliiam Yarren 2373 Ironton Street
Aurora, CO. 80010

Dear Ball:

The membership of the Northcoast 99'ers appreciate
your efforts and the service that you have provided the Tl
community. Your PRBase data base has beer used by several
of us and we think that it 13 one of the best available for
our machine.

Our appreciatton can be expressed n more that
yust words. Please find enclosed. & check tor the amount of
$35.00 whach we are glad to send to youn.

[ understand that vyou are not supporting the TI
ary longer &nd we will miss you. Thanks again for the great
prograa.

aincerely,

James Mekeel
Treasurer
NORTHCOAST 99'ers

//



REPORT ON THE CHICAGO TI FAIRE
NOV 12 1988 By Art Byers

NOTE: DUE TO SPACE LINITATIONS, THIS IS AN ABBREVIATED
REPORT OM THE FAIRE

PACTS AND FIGURES: Chicago bad 32 Veadors filling some 33
tables and 2 paid attendance of 525 persons. This was down
trom the approximately 700 reported for 1987, but to be
expected with the attrition to the TI community. 1 consider
it to be a2 very good number. ¥ell over 100 people atteaded
the preshow "Social Mixer® and at lteast 120 the after show
dioner Dbanquet. Eight different TI orieated semimars were
offered and well attended. The longest distance travellers
were three people from Eerope: one cosple from Holland and
one man from Germany. Attendees came from California,
Florida, New York, as well as the neighboring states.

(1) Obviously, Myarc has SUCCESS on their hands with the
Bard Floppy Disk Controlier Card. Every veador who bad some
at the faire was sold out alwost immediately. It 18
appareat to all of us that the HPDCC will outsell the
Geneve/9640 by & large margin. TRis i3 good news for Geneve
owners as it means Myarc vill have 4 viable healthy budiness
tor some time to come and be in position to offer support to
those who do purchase the 9640. Incidently, as Dbest wy
staff of inteiligence operatives could gather, NYARC )3 now
into the the second rum of 1000 Gemeves. My personal
estimate is that they bhave manufactured something around
1250 plus. I doubt if it has reached 1500.Kyarc 13 very

not reveal where I got the info, so please don't ask me!!

(2} The mech awaited PRESS (Word Perfect look alike) word
processor out of Asgard by the fabulous Charles Earl 1s
stil] that, WUCH AWAITED. 1 understand & LOT OF ORDERS were
taken for it. I placed an order wmyself with Disk o
Software and will do a review as soon a3 I receive it. I
will come in & very professiomal vipyl Dbinder with
protective jacket, full documentation and tutorial. The

price at $60 i3 so far under the cost of Word Perfect as to
be a sensational bargais.

Alas, the skyrocketing price of both Static RAM and DRAM
chips bas meant substantial increases the the prices of RAN
disks and other RAM dependent accessories. Bud Mills and
others were offering their Xits sans RAN chips..But doa't
let the 1low price fool you, even IF you manage to find the
correct chips, you probably won't save any woney over buying
the coaplete Xit or finished board from the mamufacturer.

It was a great faire, lots of fun. There were pleaty of TI
Yeadors as well as “Generic® vendors seiling disks, stands,
pover supplies, surqe protectors, switching boxes, etc. 1
vas amazed at the large sepply of original TI modules,
cassettes and disks being offered by the like of Hunter
Blectronics and Competition Software - most of 1t Brand
New. !

The seminars were excelleatly paced. Some were only half an

hour, others ram over a full hour. Those of you who have

never attended Chicago - weil you sure should plan on goinpeg
next year!!

tight-1ipped about production figures and if I waat to be
able to contioue to give you fairly good information, I must
{LEVELAND AREA 992744 USERS OROUFS
{70 DEANNA SHERIDAN
7311 LAKE ROAD
FIICKY RIVER, OH 84116

FMHECK YOUR EXPIRATION DATE.
THIS MAY BE YDUR LASBT ISSUE!
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