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' QPFICERS RORTHCOAST Ti-CHIPS NEETING DATES '
| |
¢ PRESIDENT NARTIN SWOLEY 1-257-166) GLEMN BERMASEX 2396335  NORTHCOAST 1:30 P.M.  TI-CHIPS 10:00 A.M.
* VICE PRESIDENT  ERNIE NALNAR 209-7742 RUSS SHIMANDLE 1-867-5330 BUCLIDIAN ROON  WORTH ROYALTON LIDRARY *
' TREASURER JIN NEKEEL 286-3179 LIN SHAY 235-3912 BUCLID SQUARE WALL  STATE ROAD & RT 82 °
' RDNDERSHIP CRUCK POULIR 731-6473 JONN PARKEN 331-2830 THIRD SATURDAY THIRD SATURDAY  *
' 361 B. 280TH ST 4172 ¥.217TH ST. '
' BUCLID, OH 44132 Pairview Park, OH 44126 LY 16, 1988 '
¢ SECRETARY CHUCK POULIN 731-6473 NARY PHILLIPS 562-4009 AUSUST 20, 19688 '
¢ LIBRARY(DISK)  NARTIN SWOLEY 1-257-1661 NARK NcCAULEY 235-8388 SEPTENBER 17, 1988 '
* (TAPE & MODULES) TOM NELLIS 475-4067  (TAPE) JOHN PARKEN 331-2830 OCTOBER 15, 1968 =
* (HARD COPY) DICK ALDEN 1-352-9172 NOVENBER 19, 1988 -
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Remenber, this will be your last issue until September! the Ohio Valley Conference mext year. This does not mean
Have a aice seummer and get ready to take your TI to pew thet ve want to "take over® after Lime did jwst @& swepurd
depths this wiater. - job, but rather that 3t might 1nspire each of the Ohio
A couple of comments about vhat Deanis Faherty is doing groups to take turas 1am spoasoring Ssuch a coaference and
'uiti the nevw TI-BASE. As mentioned last month, he is making that ia 3-4 years it would come back arovnd the state. If
a copy available to Ue's for review aand raffie. As you vill you taik with aay of the Cleveland peopie who wenst down to
recall several years ago, NAVARONE was goiag to let UG's Lyma, 1 think yow will find them totally in favor of the
reviev and preview dev products and it vas a disaster. Even 10ea and as enthusiastic as Glenn about the possibilities.
tho the first program they sent out, Paimt o Print, was iz a Lima made )t very clear that 3t asother groap would want to
modele, people were desping 1t to disk and then bragging of do thas aext year, 3t vould be OK with them and 1f o one
doing s0. 1 guess you can see that stopped 1a 2 hurry. Nr. else stepped forvard, they would do it again. We wvould
Faherty has giver s 2 chance to prove we are wmot il follow their format and try as mach as possible wot charge
baadits and get some mach needed feedback for his project. aayoae for amything, wuser growps, or veadors so that i
s you will see with Marty's quick overview, this would truly be a corferemce or get-together than 1 money-
program is like so other we have ever had for the TI. It is k109 operation.
aot for the faist hearted either. I do mot consider myself ) = e e e e e :

t novice wser, yet TI-BASE really threvw e in the few days |
bd it. I knev jmmediately it was totaliy deyond wy scope
to put it thru it's pices. From the comments that are
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aiready starting to sift throwgh the newsletters, this is ‘EXECUTIVE NOTES - WORTHCOAST. .......... ... oll., 2
indeed a poverful aew program and beciause it is so totally REVIEY OF TI-BASE - MARTY SMOLBY - MC................ 3
differeat, the average person camnot use it with the 'BIECUTIVE BOTES - TI-CHIPS.................. ..., 4
docementation provided. We are going to have to bave help T1'5, PC'S XD WATTRESS TAGS - JIM WEKEEL - NC.......
fron people like Marty who has a backgrouad with dBASE and yJOHN JOHNSON'S BOOT ¥4 - CHARLES 6OODE - LIMR........ :
others vho have the patience and fortitude to break the +PLUS! - DEANNA SHERIDMM - MC......................... :
initial grownd for us. MNarty 19 plamniag on demoing this at USING TI-WRITER INCLUDE PILE AND TL COMMANDS......... :
the August mecting at which time, per our agreemest with Mr. REVIEW OF ZODIAC WHMEEL OF FORTUNE.................... :
Pakerty, it will be raftied to a member. The price for JYPICAL TI USER - CHARLOTTE ~ FEB 1988............... ;
ordering throwgh & growp is oxly $19.95 plus $1.50 S&H. A ' “LITTLE" FAIR - JACK SUGHRUE....................... 10
total steal compared to comprable software for amy other CLOCK/CLAENDAR POR PROTO BOARD. ...................... 12,
mchine! I hope we a8 a growp do aot disappoiat Mr. Faderty REAL TINE CLOCK FOR TI - JORN VILFORTH -¥. PENM..... 14,
and pass this program aroend without paying for it. If this PICTURE IT - REVIEW BY DEANMA SHERIDAN - NC.......... 16
happens, it will be 2 loag time Defore amyone else with wse 'T1-TEMPLATES - REVIEW BY DEANMA SHERIDAR - NC........ 16}
this same wethod. ¥e at NorthCoast consider it a2 great 'MAYE 1 60T A DEAL POR SOMEOME' - DEANNA SHERIDAN..... 16,
opportunity and will do oar best to see that everything PRESIDENTIAL COMMENTS - GLEM® BDERNASEX - CHIPS....... 17,
stays o the wp and wp. S C.T. TIBS. ..o e 17
You wmight vant to make & quick tura to the back of the ' LIBEARY MOTES - DEANNL SKERIDMN......... e 18

aewsletter to read Glean Bersasek's proposal that we bhost e s ammeAe————————————————————————————— e = =




EXECUTIVE NOTES - NorthCoast %%er’s 6/18/88

*1f you do soaething long enough you eay eventually get it
right.” At this sesting | soved the demo as close to the
beginning of the seeting as possible. 1 think 1t was the
best position for it. It's hard to tell because Paul
Newaeyer’s desonstration on the Forth Library Disks was s0
good it probably could have been held in a broom closet and
people would have packed in with the brooms to get a look at
this asazing but previously hidden part of our library. The
deao was clear and inforsative. It displayed sose of the
sound and graphics capabilities of Forth and also highlited
its speed. Paul also showed us how to load Forth wusing a
system disk, and how to use the Editor and several other
features of this language. I can’t say enough about how
great the deso was but, the deso was the ssaller part of
Paul’s contribution to the club. As we all learned at this
aeeting Paul has cospletely organized the Forth section of
the library. “And'" he has created Menu Driven Load Prograss
for diske that were previously inaccessable to sost of us.
This aeans that even a Forth illiterate like ayselt can run
such of the Forth prograsaing we have in the library, Next,
and equally as important are the catilog pages. Paul has
given us & complete library catalog section covering Forth.
There are nore than two dozen page in the section. Each page
covers what can be found on a Forth disk and goes into detail
on how to load and run that piece of software. Every page is
an education, If you think about this complete picture, the
great desonstration, coapietely revasping and organizing the

Forth library disks, and producing a coaplete section for the

ibrary catalog, Paul has given us a Forth library which is
unequaled by any other cludb, anywhera. We all got a real
education at this aeeting and I will try to get Paul back for
ancther Forth deso late in the fall of this year. We only
had about twenty to twenty-five people attend this meeting,
When the weather isn’t quite so beautiful and our attendance
juaps to forty-five or fifty seabers, we should have Paul’s
geR0  again. [ think that Paul should ra-run this
demonstration (with update) for the largest possible nusber
of people {it's that good).

VOLUNTEERS

After heaping such praise on Paul Newaeyer for the great
deac he gave, this is going to sound like a bunch of eush,
But I must give sore praise to another sesber, the one person
in our group who does more and qives more than the rest,
Deanna Sheridan.
inta the newsletter, the disk library, and literally every
other part of our group. You may think, ‘“we all know
that",or *why is he saking that stateaent under volunteers®.
Well I'a going to tell you. Deanna works as hard as she does
partly because she wants us to have one of the greatest user
groups in the country. She is not alene in this thought.
Many of the people who volunteer on a regular basis ferl the
sase way. FKhat we need to accosplish this is cosplets
voluntesrisa by the aeshership. This does not asan that
everyons aust be involved in everything, but everyone (ang !
aean everyone) sust be involved in something. We have
iarge nusbar of volunteers presently working on the disk
library, howevar, everything alsd is wide open. You can jump
in anywhare. We need as many of our new aesbers, with

She puts an unbeliwvable amount of work

A

basic systems, .as possible to jump into the sain streas of
activity, 1'll give you several examples where being a
beginner or having just a basic system would not hinder your
ability to help greatly, Tom Nellis has trouble getting to

the meetings during the summer. One or two members could 4}

volunteer to help handle the tape and cartridge library with
Ton and bring it to the seetings. Next, we can slways use
articles for the newsletter. We can create & basic systes
correr  in the newsletter where beginners could supply
articles. You could write short prograss in basic or
extended basic or review programs or cartridges from our
ibrary. If you don’t have & printer with your systea, you
could type the article on a typewriter or print jt out by
hand, We will see to it that your article gets into the
Newsletter. This is very important. We need a beginners, or
basic systea SI6 (special interest group). We have had
apabers with basic systeas make the statesent that they would
fike to see a special interest group for basic systems., |
hate to say it, but that attitude is just not going to get
the job done. We need people to stand up at the seetings and
say "I'a starting a special interest group, and I°d ]like
anyone who i5 interested to contact me now!"® You can set up a
nase list right atter the seeting, or you can go out in the
hall and do it iasediately. #hat I’a driving at is the well
known fact that if you wait for someone else to do it, 1t may
never get done. The same thing goes for volunteering far
anything that might cross your eind, NWe all have phones, and
we all live in the saae part of the country. Call soae other
seaber and qet some ideas going. You will be suprised how
well things can work out. At the beginning of this section ]
started out by telling you how such Dearna does and possibly
why, 1'd like to finish that thought. I'd like to see every
aeaber of our club involved in some manner that at least
slightly sxceeds the passive mesbership status, i’d like to
see our nawsletter filled with articles written by our
aeabers, and 1°d like to see Deanna get a well deserved rest
for a change.

THE NEXT NORTHCOAST MEETING

At ths next aeeting Steve Weinkamer will demonstrate El
Keys. This is one of the software packages designed to
enhance your keyboard and reduce the nusber of key strokes
you sust sake in order to sxecute a command. We will again
run the deap as early as possible and do the question period
and club business toward the end of the seeting. Note: Don
Owen said that he wexpected to have the Forth section and
another page of freeware ready to hand out to catalog owners
at the next aseeting. As you may or aay not know, the Disk
Library is no longer brought to the neetings for copying.
This has worked out well because we no longer have the
nassive asount of copying we had in the past. If you want 4
copy of certain library saterial, we have copy order foras
you can use, or print your request on a piece of paper with
your nase and address. You can give this to se it & aeeting
or mail it to ey hoae. ] can give you the copies you request
at the next seeting or [ can sail thea to your hose, If you
go not have one of our sheets giving postage costs for
adiilers, check with ae by phone.

See you all at the next seeting. Marty



TI—EBASE - From INSCEBOT
REVIEW By Martin Smol ey
NorthCoast 99ers - June 235, 1988

I received the copy of TI-Base which was sent to the
NorthCoast 99'ers 4from Deanna at the June aeeting, The
reason I raceived it for evaluation and review was bacause |
sentioned that I had sose knowledqe of dBASE. I hope that |
as not doing TI-Base a dis-service by trying to adke 2
judgesent of its ability in the one week betwean the eeeting
and the newsletter deadline, The reason for the rush is
because we skip the July newsletter, 50 it was now or the
August print. The only reason I am boring you with this
retoric is because ] plan on starting a tutorial on TI-Base
with the August newsletter, NOTE: I intend to say 2 lot of
good and bad things about this program, I do think that the
prograa has unbelievable potential and | hope that the
criticise will help guide it in & beneficial direction.

TI—-Base Review: The first thing I dislike is
the manual. You need to have a previous knowledge of dBase
to be able to jusp right into TI-Base. [f you don’t, you
¥ill have to do a lot of experisentation while reading the
manual to pick up the gist of the language. Now for the
Kanual, the Tutor and the On-Line Help, which are all the
sane information. The Tutor and On-Line Help should have
been discarded, and the Manual should be three times its

present size, 14 the printing costs are too high, than throw

*ay the paper the sanual is printed on, and put the whole
ng on disk, but in D/V B0 files. No aatter how the manual

produced it needs three or four tiees as sany examples as
ot presently contains,  These exasples should weither be
printed, or in a form which can be easily printed by the
user. You need this on the table next to you. When you are
having & prograasing probles and you press AID, the process
seeas slow and atter severa] screens cose up for you to read
and the program coaes back you are sore confused than ever,
The aemory space and programming needed to perform this
function woulcd be better used in the area of printer
tunctions. That brings se to ay next dislike. “PRINT®,
When a data base is in use and a PRINT ALL type comsand is
issund everything works perfectly, This is not the case when
you are trying to print specific data fros certain fields
shile running from a coasand file., Either TI-Base qets
confused, or | just haven’t figured out the proper wording to
tell the progras what I want, but it spits out junk, then
locks up the console and wipes out all the data files I have
on disk, What the program needs is a SEV PRINT ON/DFF to
send everything that coaes up on the sonitor to the printer,
This could also be a TO PRINT type cossand to be used in
conaand files. Also, | fee]l it is a big help to have a hard
topy of the status and structure, so that is another print
function ] think should be added. While the word copy is in
use, at soae tise or another TI-Base needs a copy function
g’ﬁ?’t will export and isport to and #ros ASCII D/V B0 files.
«, ‘5 would allow you to copy the data froa a nase and address
" _.ca-Base to a file usable by TI-Mriter, and vice-versa. The
last gripe [ have with TI-Base (for this issue) is that it
loads too slow. | don't sem any reason why the program
couldn’t be saved in Prograa Isage, instead of Dis/Fix 80 to
speed up the initial load.

Now The Good Points: The first thing 1'd
like to say here is that I think the creation of this
progras, and the introduction of dBase type theories to the
Tl environmant, gives us a wonderful and powerful new too:,
| teel this is the beginning of a new lanquage for the TI.
Thase of you who have some knowledge of dBase know what |
aean, For everyone else | will try to explain later. For
now I’d like to start at the top. Remesber that I have some
knowiedge of dBase and this is & revies not a tutorial,
After firing up TI-Base 1 was able to create several
databases without any real probless. Merely typing CREATE
DSK2.NAMES will start the process for you. You will then
jump to a screen whare you can enter Fieldnames, Field Type,
Width, and Decimal Places. When you have entered the

~intorsation you want, you press FB and the database is set up

for you, You are then asked if you want to enter data into
this database now., If you answer N for No, vyou will be
returned to the dot prompt (which is a blank line fros which
commands are typed), At this point the database named NAMES
has been created, and can be used by typing USE NAMES on the
dot prompt line and pressing enter. When a database is in
use it’s name, size and the record nueber you are presently
1n will be displayed across the bottom of the screen, After
you have perforaed this task a few tises it will sees very
pasy. This alone is a good point, but here is the terrific
part. You can have up to five data bases ocpen at the same
ting, "I have tried three and 1t works fine." This seans you
can have a nase and address database that can be connected to
or used with as many other databases as you wish. ¥hen you
add to this the ability to do a multitude of math functions
(add, subtract, ssllitiply, divide, exponentiation, and aany
nore) you can find files which are related to your name and
address file, make changes and updates, and store all or part
of the results. Hhy aa ] s0 excited about these features.
First, you never get everything into a database vou want the
first time around. If you did, it would be such a mess you
couldn’t work with it, This allows vyou to creite new
databases to hold your afterthoughts, and relate thes to the
original database as 1f they were part of the original 'idea.
After vou have created what you need, the use of IF
statenents and sathematical equations will allow vyou to
extract data with sore power than has been available before.
TI-Base has in its arsonal of prograssing weapons {IF, ELSE,
ENDIF), (WHILE, ENDWHILE) and (DOCASE, BREAK), Couple this
with arithaetic, character function (concateration ang trie),
logical and belean-logic, and the use of DATE, and like ]
said, you have the beginning of & new language. [ am really
not ¢amiliar with TI-Artist, but 1 would quess that when it
first cane out it had bugs and people probably complained
that it didn’t do this and ft didn't do that. Today
TI-Artist is known by all and used by a very large nusber of
people. MWell I predict that TI-Base will be much bigger and
more well known, The ability for this prograa to export and
isport data to a delimited ASCII file will be developed, if
not by Inscebot, then by someone else. This type of file can
not only be used by TI-Nrjter or FunnelWeb, but can be
transported to MS-Dos machines where they can be used with
word processors like Nordstar and they are the same as files
which can be imported and exported by the real dBase. [f the
coapany vyou work for uses dBase, and you haven’t learned how
tc use it yet, you could pick up a copy of TI-Base and pinker
with 1t at home. Believe ae this would not make you an
axperienced dBase user, but it would give you sose idea what
is going on and you wouldn’t feel like such a dunce when
songone is attempting to show you what they are doing at
work. And' TI-Base is only $24.95
Check this colusn again in August. Marty.




EXBCUTIVE MOTES - TI-CHIPS

Thirty-oae people came to the North Royalton Library
o2 & gorgeous June day for the Chips meeting. This wms
better than average attendance.

The menbders who had attesded the Lima Users Growp
coafereace were tull of praise for the whole eveat. It was
vell orgamized and drev between 200 and 300 people from a
vide geographical area. It Mas occarred to mwy that &
sinllar . confereace could be just as swccessful if held in
the Cleveland area. Aayoss vith ideas for possible meeting
sites should contact Glemn Bermasek.

Johd Parker waz very eathusiastic abowt the respoase
be M3 received to aembership advertising. He sacouraged
everyose to coatinwe distrideting flyers ia grocery stores
éad  other places vhere people coagregate. Joha also
received notices abost several systems which are for sale.
Contact Jobn if you are ijaterested in any of these
systeas.

The Club's tstoring project got off to a good start
last month. Joks and Prank Bardy were oz hand to belp 03
the library's two computers. About tea persons stopped in
between Moon and 1 p.m. There are some parts and repiirs
Reeded for the equipmeat, but they seem to be mimor. Mfter
0 loag abseace, it's good to see the equipment in daily
Bse dgain in the children's area of the library.

Matt Aadel demoastrated a light pem vhich comes with
¢ disk of programs to wse with it. The pea recognizes
contrast betwsen & white patch oa the acreen against a
black or dark beckgromnd. Plegged into the joystick port,
it eliminates the need for keyboard imput. -

Lss Nee oxplained two more Ex-Basic routines. He wsed
"inpat® and “call key* in a program which coaverts letters
to their corresponding ASCIT codes. Thank you again, Les.

Another raffle was held this moath. The prize wis &
choice of & BASIC tutor cassette or tea *loaded® disks.
The winner was Ken Lewis, and he chose the disks.
Coagratulations!

Glemn will coatiawe to sead oat postcard remisders
abost the moathly mectings. If you do mot feel you aeed
“reminding®, contact Glemn about taking your aame off his
1ist. Yheaks!

NARY PHILLIPS, SECRETARY
TI's, PC's and Mattress Tags
by Jin Nekeel
BorthCoast 99er’'s - Cleveland, Okio

Conditions that attracted many of ws to the 99/44
computer are aov similar with the IM PC clones. I'a
talking lov price, good software base, flexible operating
system, et cetera. However, there are & fev other things
that must be considered. I will mestion just two hers.

Consider the manufacturer of the competer. 1Is the firm
reputadie? Will they be arowad in the years to come Lo De
tble to support your iavestment? Obviously IMN, Compag,
dio Shack/Tandy (hov did a2 leather company get iato
computers) will e arownd. Bat these are mot the quys who
ofter the attractive prices. Its the overssas inporters who
are offering the cheap system prices. When was the last
tise you were able to wse an 000 awmber to call Taiwa,
Japaa, or Korea? Por that matter, whea was the last time you
called over-seas period? Texas Jastramests s still
supporting their product and you can still call thea at

s

1-800-T1 CARES.

Secondly, consider DI (electo magmetic iaterfereace).
Chances ars good that the cheaper componeats or systea you
are  buying will lack the PCC certification of reduced NI
Inporters are breaking the lav by selling wacertified
clones, and yon, as the parchaser, are equally liable to
pesalties it you buy an uncertifed prodect. Some would
argee  that purchasing wacertifisd equipment is a victimless
crine akin to teariag off the mattress tag that reads °po
not remove wader pemalty of the law.* |

Decades ago, wascrapelons mattress msnsfacturers cat
corners by filling their products with 2 variety of RRSEVOTY
subtances.  Public bealth legislation resmited in the tag
that assures you that you're mot sleepiag on wasterilized
horse hair or worse.

Today's FCC regulations are intended to reduce or at
least control the level of EMI dackgrownd radiation that
threatens to siak our electroaic civilizatior in » svanp of
electrical noise. ) poorly shielded and filtered PC clope
can obliterate lower-chammel WHF TV and MM reception on
aearby receivers, and worst-case effects of a fev thowsand
Ro1sy PC's on, say, aircraft imstroment-landing systen
performance are wapredictadble and wapleasant to coateaplate.

By ignoring PCC certification requiremests, scotflav
overscas mamnfacturers of PC clones aad components prove
that they are wareputable. By shipping the poorly desigaed
e Dbuilt closes, they can further reduce their dlready low
manefacturing costs. With fow sxceptions, law abiding
domestic maafacturers of PC clomes and accessery boards
cannot economically compete against these illegal imports.
and American worker lose electroaics abafacturing jobs.

Like ENI emitted from wscertified PC clomes. the
victims of these imports are out there. They're Just
wvisible, that's ajll.

Area't you glad that you bought from a reputable
company and thal the 99/41 has the FCC certitication?
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JOKN JOHRSON'S DOOT ¥4
AN OVERVIEW by Charles Good - Lima - Dpril, 1968

A version of Jobn Johnson's NEMU program called BOOT
has beea written especially for the Gemial Computervare
Horizon Ramdisk eprom. BOOT is in the public domaiz, is mov
12 version 4, and has been MUCR INPROVED siace i originally
reviewed the Genial Horizon eprom in the Rovesber issve of
BBEP.  The comments abowt DOOT ¥4 whick follow should be of
general laterest becawse you do mot need either the Geaial
epron or & Horizon Ramdisk to use DOOT. [f aecessary, BOOT -
vill do its steft wsing juat a Dbasic 555D ome-drive disk
systee. As 2 means of displaying a poversp meaw of
selectable goodies at the push of a buttos, BOOT iz in some
Wys easier to use and coafigere than either PUNNELVER or »
GRAN KRACKER. |

BOOT will display & mesv that allows yor to do the
folloving, wsmally with just ome keypress: 1- Show on
the screen or prist to a priater or disk file s directory of
aay disk ia any drive or any Norizon Ramdisk set at any CRY
address. Some prior versioas of NEBU or BOOT oaly worked
vith Horizons at CRV 1000.

- View or prist to your printer any D/¥80 text file.

3- Rea any program that lists as "PROGRAN" in a disk
directory from any disk or randisk at any CRU address ¥3ing
any drive pumber from 1-9. 1f it is an Extended Basic. or
T1-Basic program, you aeed to have the IB module plugged i,



If it is an ERES program, BOOT does MOT seced the Ed module
to ras these. To NUN any PROGRAN you can either type ia
D5Ka. FILENANE, or mark the PROGRAN oa the disk directory amd
ben automanticaily raa it, or sslect ome Lkeypress PROGRAM
loading and execetion from a memw of wp to 15 wser
configurable choices. Previous versioas of BOOT oaly
allowed 6 wser coafigurable memn choices and would oaly rus
PROGRANS from Horizoas set at CRU 1000.

4- B the instilled cartridge.

5- Rus the CorComp disk manager.

6- Cycle through 48 foregrownd/backgrowsd color
coabinations.

7- Switch from ORON to a ROM cartridge )f you have a
SUPERCART or GRAR KRACKER.

8- 6o to TI BASIC by pressing "B" without the need to
resst the compster and go through the titie screen and power
up MO,

9- Display the time if you have any of the currestly
knows real-time clocks {such as the CorComp clocks). This
display occurs antomatically as soon as BOOT 13 booted.

Configuring the user-selectable options of DOCT used to
be cumbersome, requiriag either a sector editor. or
reassenbly of the source code. Configuration of BOOT ¥4 is
VERY EASY. A1} you do is press BEGINK (FCTW 5), and yox get
a display of each meau iten, as it would be displayed on the
screea, and the PROGRAM file mame that is booted by this
coafigurable menn iten. Just type over what 13 &ll ready
there (wp to 15 characters for the menu display) asd press
eater. The cursor is sov on the disk file game that 1
booted by the first configursbie memu item, So just type
over that (DS{x.FILEXAME) and press eater. The cursor 1is

Pgow oz the screea display of the second configurable mem

iten which you can configure in the same way, etc. W
finished typimg in acreen displays and file mames, press
BACK and then any other key, and your comtiguration is
antometically saved back to BOOT 1n whichever drive or
randisk BOOT came from. What could be simpler! This
procedure is much easier thas coatiguring the wser lists of
FUNNELYES. You cam, of course, RUN either the LOAD or UTILN
portion of FUNNELYED from BOOT.

BOOT allows for boot disk trackiag. It kaows the drive
aéne and sunder from vhich it was loaded. If yow specify
wildcard (*} ia a configuration file name as DSKO.FILENAME,
BOOT will go back to the drive that coatainzs BOOT to load
the file. Comfigured filemames can be up to 38 characters,
sad DOOT will swpport hard disks with filesames such as
¥OS1.0IR1.DIR2. DIRI. PILENANE.

BOOT is aa assesbly progras file that can be loaded
from the B/ module optioa 5 or from extended Dbasic wusing
the accompanying IB loader program. 1f yow have 2 Horizos
Randisk with the Gemial Computerware sprom, yow can type
CALL BOOT from either basic, or coafigure the ramdisk to
astomatically load DOOT as sooa as you tura on the computer.

The major advantages of BOOT v4 over previous versions
are swper easy coafigeratiox and the ability to boot
softvare from literally any drive or amy Horizon Remdisk
irrespective of ramdisk CRU setting. oot is dlso said to
be compatadle with the Grand Rem randisk. The major
~ limitation of DOOT is that it will only run PROGRAR files.
/= You can't toad loag Extended Basic programs that list i» 3
~ directory as I/¥254 and you can't load D/F80 assemdbly code.

If .you want instast memw access to ¢ list of progrems,
combined with some disk masager functions, thea DOOT
deserves serioas coasideration. It i3 espscially wsefs!
with Borizoa RAMDISKS. If yow have oaly floppy drives you

night comsider patting 2 copy of BOOT on each of your
commonly used fioppies. User growps (mol 1adivaduslsl can
obtaie DOOT V4 and its extended basic loader from the Lim
User Growp. Semd @ disk asd postage paid retera mailer to
P.O. DBox 647, Venedocia, OH 45894,
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PLUS!
Comments by Deamna Sheridam - RorthCoast 99ers - Cleveland

1 have had a disk simply called *PLUS'® for a cowple of
poRths now. Jack Seghrue, the awthor, seat it back 1a Mpril
when | wvas stil! beried wnder 1040 tax forms. Them came
getting the iibrary back 1m shape, etc. Iz the medantine
severial other newsietters and MICROpendium have had reviews.
Somet1mes you are nmot sure they are all talking about the
same piece of softwvare. This is because there are so many
featares to PLUS! that each reviewer picks out his/her
favorites and conceatrates on those features. This is
because there are almost 60 files o the disk from which to
choose.

There are four files of documentation. These mot only
tell yoa about the programs ox the disk, bet are also
tatorizis oa how to use the tramsiiterate command and
graphics within TI-Writer/Penmelweb. Siace that could be
intimidating to @ lot of ssers, we are publisking a tatoril
by Mark Armstroang of the Bluegrass Computer Society on
tramsliterates. Thea we will followep with & review of that
part of PLUS!

This wonth I will coaceatrate oa the mon-wordpro-
cessiag programs on this disk. Taken alphabetrcally: 3/COL
is a progrem thkat will print a catalog of yoer disX in three
columas the size of a disk jacket. This can easily be taped
on the Jacket for imstast reference. There 133 & space to
include the current date, and you cam customize )l with your
ova mame. 1 had difficelty wilk the line 3pacing on my mew
H11000 and had to get out my prister manual to make 2 minor
adjustaent. The NI1000 acts more 1ike an EPSON thas &
Geninil0I (Jack's printer).

BANNER: Priats bamaers in four sizes and even thowgh it
uses the ASCI1 code of the letter as 1n 2 lot of Danners,
you can change the shape of your text. A secoad option 1s
incleded end a wtility for creatiag your owa style alphabet
vhich makes it very versatile.

GOTHIC: You cam print messages or letterhead in a very
attractive GOTHIC alphabei. There 135 a similar alphabet
somevhere in the library, but I don't believe it swpports
Auwmbers.

CAT: Displays a graphic disk catalog on screes.

DESKCAL: Create a nmoathly caleadar with space for
aotations for appoiniments, special eveats, etc. Mot tancy,
Just practicil.

1G1PAY: & “just tor fun® program that turas yowr text
into Pig Latin.

INSTADURP: 1 sisple screes dwap which can be added to
prograns.

INSTALABLE: Type the name and address and tell hov miny
copies you would like.

INSTAMAIL: A °quick and dirty® sailing list progras.

INSTAPRINT: You can praat D/¥00 files withoat loading
Tl-¥riter.

MAI-RLE: I think this was iaciuded becawse Jack likes
graphics. It iz the same as we all ready dave 12 the
Iibrary. He also included a nice RLE of Nickey Mouse.

WULTCOLUMR: This is Jack's version of the two-or more

5



columa progran [ wse ail the time for the sewsletter. There
is a .TL file vhich automtically sets margin, page leagth,
and everything that is mecessary to wuse the NULTCOLUWM
progran.

PLUSYIEY: Aa on-screea overview of the PLUS! disk. You
could take this file and customize 1t to almost aay type of
preseatation and a wice acconpaniment for & semimar, speech,
etc. This stilizes some of the CALL SUBPROGRANS from Jia
Peterson’s Nuts & Bolts disks.

SETVP! L program to imitialize condemsed, italics,
doublestrike, vhatever for your Gemini or Bpsol conpitible
priater from a mean.

SHALLIFY/1 & 2: Two prograss which will remove RENS and
other extranecous items from a program, combise thea nto
less limes, etc. to meke @ smalier and faster-remaing
progran.

YEIRLY/CAL: Prist a yearly caleadar, TEERYPRC and
TINYTEENY: Two programs to prist ia swperscript os marrow
paper. One will priat o aa adding machine roil. Rake
potes to yourself or do little pockel- size bookiets.

%e baven't even started to tonch on the word processing
belps on this disk. Read Mark Armstroag's tatorial on
traasliterates and we will preseat the second half, and |
think the best, of this disk mext montd. Jack is askiag $10
for this versatile program. It i3 in the Clevelind
libraries or caa be ordered directly from Jack Sughrue, Box
459, Zast Douglas Mk 01516.
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USING TI-WRITER INCLUDE PILE AND TRANSLITERATE COMMANDS
Part Ome of Two Parts
By lark Arastrong
BLUE GRASS 99 COMPUTER SOCIETY - JUNE, 1968

PLUS' i3 o fairvare disk by Jack Sughree of the
RUKCH growp. The parpose of this discession is to
reviev the Iaclede File (.IF} and Traasliteration (.TL)
comminds and the Special Character HNode of Ti-Writer.
TI-¥riter. hereinafter referred to as TIW, 15 used
geaerically and inclwdes the origimal TI-Writer amd its
progeay, Bl ¥riter, TX Writer. and F¥ Writer.

I. INCLUDE FILE COMMAND

After text is created im the Text BRditor, it cam De
pristed through the .PP fuaction of the Text Bditor or
through the Pormatter. Certain TI¥ commands are effective
orly when the documeat is printed throwgh the Formatter;
¢.9.. Mrgia conminds such as [N axd RN, These Formatter
cosmands inclede the Inclade File (.IF} commind. The TI¥
aasval preseats the .IF commind a3 being primarily for the
parpose of eaabiing the user to priat documents which exceed
the size of the prist butfer. The procedure for using the
JIF command is to create a calling file which will call text
tiles to be printed through the formatter. Program control
is passed from the calling tile to the text file. Coatroi
retaras to the celling file after the text file has Dees
printed.

For exanple, sach chapter of & book conld de & sepirate
text file the size of each in excess of the prist Dbeffer.
To prist all the chapters, it is oaly aecessary to credte 4
calliag tile:

¥ B5Ka. CRAPTER]
.1F DSKn. CHAPTER?

.JF D5Ka, CHAPTER]
1P DSKn. CHAPTERY

Evea though several files are to be pristed.
Formatter treais the calling file and the text files as one
file, Pormatter commamds cak be 1incleded in the calling
file or ia each text file.
piaced in the cailing file, these comminds will coatrol the
priating of the text files:

AN 10;R8 70 F1;AD: IR 410
1P DSKn.CHAPTERI,

. IF D5Kn. CHAPYER?

etc.

The margin, fill, adjust aad indest commands contaimed
19 the calling file coatrol the prantiag of the text files
wpless the called text file contains other formettier
copmends. When the called text file comtains formatter
comminds, priater coatrol passes froa the caling file to
the text fale, and the primter executes e accord with the
formatter commands contained in the called text file being
printed. After the text file 13 priated. printer control
astomatically returns to the calling file.

For purposez of this discession, it 38 important omly
to note () that, as in the TIV mamgal poiats out, the
Formetter treats the calling file and the text files as ome
document and (2) that priater comtrol returas to the caliing
file atter the text file hes been printed. Although eot
peationed above, it i3 also of equal importamce to note (3)
that the calling file can costaim text to be printed n
addition to the .IF commands. PLUS' mekes use of these
three (3) facts to pass pristing costrol to a text file
vhich contains omly priater comtrol codes aad no text.
These priater coatrol codes cam be created in advance and
are thea available as the aeed arises.

The 3aitial comcept of PLUS' is to create 4 callable
text file of primter control codes, which will be called by
a calling file, which vil] comtaia text. Thes, the pristing
of the text 1a the calling fale can be ecasily and exactly
controiled through the prister codes 1n the called text
I:Ie This arrangemeat turas the .IP commind o its bead,

, the calling file becomes the text file and the text
tlle becomes a priater coatrol file. As we shall later see.
the implementation of this, the arrangement works quite wvell
because the formatter treats both the calliag file and the
text tile as a single document and prister coatrol returas
to the calling tile after the called text file is read by
the Formatier.

I1. TRANSLITERATE COMNAND

The second TIV commend used Dby PLUS! i3 the
Trassiiteration {(.TL} command. Ome method of addressing
prigters is throsgh decima! mwmeric codes. For example, i
Basic, the program line, PRINT #0:CHR${27)&CHR${15), wnll
cause an Epsom prister to priat text ia o Compressed HRode,
ie., 17.16 characters per iach. These prister codes are
often referred to as BEscape codes becanse the code )13
wanaily preceded by Chr$(27), called ae Escape code, which
is sothing more than & signal to the praater that a prister
commind i3 being sext. Some Escepe codes do aot require
CHR${27) to be seat. Por exampiec, op as Epsoa printer,
seading  CHR$(15) alome, je., PRINT 4R:CHR$(15), Wll

the W

It the formatter commands are .



»

activate the Compressed prist mode. I» this case, Dowever,
sending an Escape code, even when 2ot required is not oaly
acceptable, bat many inforwed programmers tes] 18
preferable, coding. The matter s left to the user's
discretion: however, incleding an [Bscape code is quire
belpfal in decoding .TL commands.

Aa Bscape code cannot be seat in & normil text liae Ia
TIV. Rather, prister commands are seat to the priater ¥sing
the .TL function of the TIV, Bvery priat character das been
assigned an ASCII code. Por example, the ASCI]1 code for
wppercase L is decimal 65. The effect of this assignaent 1s
to cewse the printer to prist au uppercase A wken it
receives ASCIT code 65. The assigament of ASCII codes to
characters is parely arbitrary: There is so ishereal readon
why ASCIT code 65 was assigmed to wppercase A. The fuaction
of the .TL cosmind is to re-assign the ASCII code. For
exanple, ASCII code 65 could be reassigeed from wppercase |
to CHRS(27)ECHR${15). After this reassiqemeat occurs, vhes
the Formatter comes across am wppercase h in the text file,
the Formatter seads the Escape code to the priater rather
than an wppercase A. Note that the reassigamest occurs in
the Pormatter and aot in the Text EBditor. Thus, i the Text
Editor, am wppercase A cas still be eatered. When the text
file is being priated throzgh the Formiter. the
reassiganeat is made and ASCII code 63 1s reassigaed from as
uppercase A to CHR$(27}4CHRS (an).

The reassigament of the ASCII code )3 dome through the
CHR$(27)ECHRS(15), the following text line i3 created:

TL 69:27.15

0f course. ASCII code 65 would mot be transliterated
into a print cowmand becawse this wonld cause the Formatter
to seat a priat comsand rather than sn appercase A. This
vould, for example, make a» article oa lmericia Ardvaaris
ditficalt to read. FPor this reason, little used characters
are wsually transliterated, eq.. the tilde, ASCIT code 126.

If the tirst coacept of PLUS' is to wae the .IF command
to traasfer priat control to a text file, the second concept
is to transtiterate ASCII codes in a callable text file.
Thas. wher the callisg file is priated throngh the
Pormatter, & printer code will be seat to the priater
according to the transliteration which is made 1® the called
text file. PLUS' requires the first liae of the calling
tile to costsin the .IF command. The Formatter thes first
reads the celled text file costaizing the transliteratioms.
Atter the calied text file is read by the Formatter, prister
coatrol is retursed to the calling file. Thea when the

. tormatier reads the ASCII code im the calling file which ws

transliterated in the called text file, the correspondiag
srist coatrol code 1is seat to the priater. The Formatter
does pot priat the traasliterations 1z the calied text file
becanse the .TL commands are formatter commands which are
sot printed. The use of mltiple priat commapds is wot
prohidited by the traasliteration commend. Thas, by
including all the aecessary ASCII codes in the TL command,
underline can be combined with compressed print.

I11. SPECIAL CHARACTER NODE

is poted above, oaly little-used characters are wswally
transliterated. Using the Special Character Mode of the TIV
gives 32 1SCI1 codes which cam be transiiterated vithout
sacrificiag any chracters.

The Special Character MNode permits access to ASCI1

codes 0 through 31. The characters assigned to these ASCI]
codes are noa-pristable characters and which would not
otherwise be available for tramsliteration. For example,
ASCI1 code 28 is a File Separator. Ualike the wppercase A,
there is no File Separator character which can be eatersd in
the Text RBditor that whem read dy the Pormatter could be
transiiterated isto & priater code. Access to these nor-
printable characters can be made because characters typed 12
the Special Character Mode have deciml 64 sublricted froa
the aSCII code tor codes im the range of 32 throwgh 127.
Thus, 64 is subtracted from wppercase A, ASCII code 63, to
yield ASCII code 1 in the Special Character Mode. The
Special Character Mode i3 accessed by pressiag Coatrol U.
Eatry into the Special Character Node 13 confirmed by the
transformation of the cursor from a bliaking block to 3
blinking underiine. Atter the Special Charscter HMode 18
accessed, any character with ap ASCll code in the ramge of
32 throegh 127 can be pressed. Characters im this range are
the fall set characters found on 2 QWERTY keyboard: eq.,
upper and lowercase letters, numbers and symbols. The
Special Character MNode is deselected by pressing Control U
2gain.

There have been severa) articles discussiag the use of
the Special Character MNode to sead priat coatrol codes.
Recall that the printer command for condemsed printing 18
CHR$(15). This command can be seat to the priater using the
Special Character Node by pressiag Control V. followed Dby
chift 0 and Conmtrol U again to deselect the Operial
Character Node. 64 is subtracted from tbe ASCII code valwe
of the character estered. Thus, wvhea uppercase 0, Shift @
(ASCIT code 79), was emtered the ASCI1 code seat to the
prister wvas 15 (79 less 64). Seading RSCII code 15 is the
sane as printing CHR$(15} ia a BASIC program.  Indeed,
seading CHR$(15) is the vay ASCII code 15 is ment by BASIC.

The Special Character Wode can also seat an Escape
Code. In the case of compressed priat, the sequence of
keysirokes would be Costrol U, Punction R (left bracket),
Shift 0. Coatrol U. The ASCII value of the left bracket 1s
01 which is less 64 equals 27. s stated above, the A5(i1
code 79 of wppercase 0 fess 64 is 15. Thus, ASCH codes 27
asd 15 are sest to the priater. Even when the Escape code
contains an ASCIT value greater thaa 31, it can be seat 1mn
the Special Character MNode. For example, the Escape code
tor Expanded priat is CHE$(27)&CHRS(71} or ASCI! codes 27 &
71, ASC11 code 71 is the ASCIL code for wppercase 6. To
send a dowble sirike code using the Special Character HRode,
press Coatrol U, Function R. Coatrol U. Shift 6. The first
Control U accesses the Special Character Hode. Femction R
returas the left bracket character, ASCI1 code 91, the
second Conirol U deselects the Special Character Mode, and
the ASCI1 code for wppercase € is 71. Wiea the Formatier
reads this iine, it receives and sends ASC11 code 27 to the
priater. This code sigaals the printer that the pext ASCII
code received ig ASCII 71, uppercase 6, and thus, the print
commapd for dosbie strike is received by the primter. The
use of multiple print commands is mot prohibited by using
the Special Character Node. By appropriate keystrokes,
dosble strike cas be combined with coadensed.

PLUS' advances the wse of the Special Character Node by
conbining it with the Isciude File and Traasisteration
compands. The fourth aand fima) coacept behind PLUS' i3 to
traasliterate ASCI1 codes ¢ tirough 31 iato print coatrol
codes. The transiiteratioms are placed im a text file which
is called thromgh the Inciwde File command. Print coatrol



13 returned to the caliing file. ¥hes the Formatter reads a
trasslitersted character, 1t seads the priater coatrol code
83 defined in the previously called text file.  The
transliterated priat codes are accessed in the calling file
through the Speciel Character Node. The primary advantage
of PLUS! is to sead muitiple priat comminds to the priater
with ¢ nininem of Reystrokes. Ia addition, because the
traasliterations and print comminds are on a text file, they
s¢ed only be created once. They may &lso be created in
advance with a5 much complexity a3 desired. Accordiagly,
complex and customized documert formats can be created.
These docement formats cen Dbe accessed withk a minimum of
keystrokes.
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DETAILED DISK REVIEY OF THE MONTH-
ZODIAC WHEEL OF PORTUME
by John Bulakowski

The ZODIAC ¥heel of Fortume, together with several
other related programs, are thke topics for revievw im this
poath's asevsietter. &1l of the programs, writtes 1n
gxtended Dasic, are 3 the club's library under o diskette
with the beading ZODIAC.

What does every man, vondh, aad child ia the world have
that can be ntilized in a Ti-99/4) progran? Using the ZOBIAC
Wheel of Fortuse program, the aaswer 13 siwple: their
birthday can prodece colorful graphics end yleld some
interesting data. This progrem, premiered ot the April 1967
Tl Parre in Dostom, is & fime example of what can be
acconplished when a aser's group works towsrds a common
goal.

The progran auto-loads whea ome selects the exteaded
bagic option from the main menn. Once josded, the wser 1s
greeted wath a colorful moving wheel of twelve sprites, each
represeating one of the siges of the Zodiac. Holding down
the eater ey prompts the wser to eater his/her birth moath,
day, and year (optiomal). The program then 4nalyzes the
data it's Deen provided, first giviag you the zodiac sign
that you were bora under and ther selecting what the symbol
is from the sprites moving along in & colume on the right
band side of the screen. Assaming that the birth year was
provided, the TI then determines what sign the traasit of
Jupiter was ia vhen you vere bora. [lIstrologically, this i3
iportant, for when tdat sige sext occurs i coajunction
vith your Zodiac sign, yow wiil experience a lucky cycie ia
yoxr life. The program wil! display whez the mext period
vill be; doa't be discowraged, some of these periods are
quite a2 fev years 13 the future. (By the way, if the siga
you were bors uader and the transit of Jupiter are idestical
(a rare occurance), you are a lucky persos all of the time;
of all the people that tried the program ot the Faire, only
one had the exact matchdi.

The program 18 not over yet. It aov searches a huge
(208 sectors) tile (called DATES) for a sigaificant eveat of
fortuae that occered {or wil occar} on the day and date (mot
year) of your eatered birthdate. While searching., asother
set of sprites are displayed depicting a disk, the P.E. Box
and the word DATA flowing from the disk to the P.E. Box. |}
five Jiee dats statement imforms you of the evests which
occared on your birthdate. The final prompt of the progrea
asks if you wast @& priatout of the data you have beea
prauegted with. There are a0 Jabeded printer codes withis

~ particular sonth.

the program, 8o there is ap reeson why it showldn't primt
vith any T1 compatable primter. After either choosing or
aot choosang a priatout, the program awtomsticaliy retaras
to the tatle acreen awartiag another “go-around".

The key to making the ZODIAC program work is the data
base. Credit for the creation of tkis base must be giver to
the members of the RUTHEG TI 99%r's User's 6Group. Each
voiunteered to research or creste data statements for a
Once the data was gathered it had to be
ipputed 1ste a data Dbase which could be accessed by te
ZODIAC program. It was decided to wse TI-Writer as the most
convenient mechanism for creating the data base. In order
to do so, and preveat words from being fragmented when
displayed oa 2 28 colema screen, 1t was determined that the
right tab setting i TI-Writer be set at 27 {zero being the
first column) before the eaterirg of data. 13 a practical
mitter, 3t was also decided thal 2o more than five lines of
data per date could be legibly displayed on the screen.
Theretore, each day vitdin 2 given month occapied five )imes
on Tl-¥rater (eg. the fifth of Joanwary data started on lime
21 and ended at the ead of line 25). Por comsistancy, all
modths were assigaed 3! days of lime dtems. even if they
dido't need them. The twelve dats files (all were naned
vith a three letter mame, 1e. JANK, FEB, MAR etc.) were
copied osto ¢ single disk. DAaron West, a user's group
meaber, created a program called CONVRONTHS that takes each
of the 12 /¥ 80 files constructed by TI Writer and merged
then iato & siangle B/V 28 file called DATES. This format
jets the ZODIAC program call wp five lines of data at a
twse, eack coataiming datz relative to the person's
birthdate. This program is incinded on the ZODIAC disk for
the w3e by others that may wart to create a data base of
their own. The ZODIAC programs mow worked as advertised and
accessed and displayed op the screen the correct data - but
only the capital letters were displayed' It turmed ovt that
because of the large awmber of sprites atilized the lower
case letters were redefined as sprites and not displayable.
Again Raron came to the rescoe with kis program CONVERT
which took the DATES file and coaverted it to wpper case
letters throughout. This program )3 also iacluded on the
ZODIAC disk.

[f you notice the ZODIAC program wvher it is prompting
you for yoer birtk moath, date asd year, you vill see that
the cursor changes it's confiquraiion: once to the letters
CT and 2 second time to a map of the state of Comnecticut.
Creating the cursors aad 1n9tractions for how to imbed them
in any IB program is stored on the ZODIAC disk as CURS.

Fisally, we have received iaquiries as to how data
13nes wathin the data base DATES may be changed to smit
differeat 1adividuals. 1 caa see vhere, with the proper set
up, some Iateresting data mey be of great surprise to a
spsuspecting user. A short program called CHANGEIT has been
deveioped to do 5o and is on the disk. Please remember to
NOT Ddave the wrate protect tab on the disk when you use it.
As cap be seen from the above, guite a bit of work weat into
the creation of all the programs oa the Z0DIAC dask. Ib
addition to some frustrating times, it was also fme to
deveiop. This program 1s distributed as Fairvare nn o
effort to raise funds for the gronp. If you are iaterested,
please sead $6.00 to the MUTREE T1-99er's. C/0 Janet Ryas,
10 Joily Road, Bilington CT 06029. I kmow that youw will De
satisfied with it.

o
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THE TYPICAL TI USER
Ali Ulgen, a member of the NorthCoast 99ers in Ohio, did a survey last year of Tl owners,
which 753 forms were returned, from 73 groups. The results are out, and they simply
give a picture of what TI owners are like. We thought it would be interesting to show what

the "typical® TI user is like, according to the survey results. Mind you, this is not a
scientific illustration.
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He is & be, over 45 years old, with a high school and a college degrec, He is a sclf-cmployed, or profcssional man, who
wscs 1 compuier to some cxient st his work. He owms two TTs, onc of whick probably IS at work. But only ooc of his
systems s fully cxpanded. And that ooe has the sisndard TI equipment, 32K, TI controlicr, and siill has onc SSSD drive in
it, with 2 sccond drive cxtcraal He owm o hard disk, RAM disk, 9640, Turbo XT, Rave 99 kcyboard, mouse or any body

else’s peripheral card, and probably docsn't pian to buy any of them. His printer is & Star, most likely 8 Gemini He did
graduate to §¢ momitor some time A§0, aDd picked up onc of (he less expensive BMCTs—-but oaly for ooc of his computers.
The other still has 3 TV hooked up to it. On his sbelves are quite a few disks, and morc than twenty-five modules. Some

of those modules are games, for he still likes to shoot spaccships and capturc treasurcs. Outside of thst, be uses his TI for
word proccesing, doing letters and other small tasks with it. More and more, be is trying to find ways to organize his life
with that "perfect” databesc, which he hasa't really found yet He programs some, mostly in Extended BASIC, but has

= pever had the merve to put it om the fairware market His kids are waiting to use the computer for some of the
sducational and ‘game cartridges be bought beck when he justified the computer by saying it would help the children in
school. ‘Once in & while he pots on the telephoue, spends an hour or 90 with & friecnd and tramsfers s program over his
slow modem. More and more of his fricads are omlinc with s mationsl electronic service, so be s thinking sbout it himsclf.

Tonight, ke will go to his weer group mocting, which be wouldn't think of jcaving—it's his lifclinc to continuing enjoyment
of his TH
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A "LITTLE® FAIR

I had an interesting Tl experience a couple weeks
ago. In a way it was unexpected, though I certainly
don’t know why,

The event was the free ¥1 Fatr in Lima, Ohio. It
was sponsored, organized, and run by i dozen or SO aen
who coaprise the Liea User’s broup.

The EVENT was the btest TI faire 1 have ever
attended, and it succeeded bdeyond everyone’s wildest
dreass. (There were between 3530 and 400 who attended,
about the sase nusber who attended the N.E.Fayuh this
year.) But it was not the numsbers, alone, that made Lima
such a success. WNor the fact that the participants case
from all around the U.S. (Chatting with se at wmy tahle
were peopie from Louisiana, Kentucky, West Virginia,
Rassachusetts, Pennsylvania, Canada, Indiana, 1lllinms,
New York, Wichigan, and sany others I can't recall.) And
Liaa was an event that did not get the usual hoopla and
hype that often attends the big fairs in Chicago, Boston,
Dallas, L.A., Las Vegas, etc.)

What really aade this a great success was the
fellowship. Everybody was there for a qood time. There
were no luminaries (in the sense that superstars were
created for the occasion), though there certainly were a
lot of talented and interesting people desonstrating and
sharing. | guess "sharing”® was the secret word. Though
I listened to a lot of people that day, ! did not hear a2
single coaplaint. No one talked negatively about anvone
else. There was no devisiveness: there were no ripoffs.
Instead, there were positive vibes rippling throughout
the halls of ivy the entire day. Lima gave to all who
attended a real TI charge.

The place - Ohio State University, Lisa Caspus - had
to be physically the aost ideal place for such goings-on.
The huge, clean, artistically beautiful hall provided
aore than ample rooa for all the user groups and vendors,
It was light and airy and devoid of the squeezing crunch
s0 coason to these fairs. The classroom/auditorim had a
podiua, coafortable seats, a large, easy-to-see sonitor,
and excellent lighting. The food service, the clean
tables to eat at (far {from the sadding throngs), the
additional service sachines, all added to the enjoysent.

And the day' It was a perfect, blue-sky, wara Ohio
spring day. Attendees drifted in and out the the aain
building to stroll around the beautiful campus or sit on
the nuserous benches in sun or shade and delight in just
being there.

It was grand' [t was recuperative therapy just
participating in all that had been provided,

lpat had been provided?

Everything®

The sagll Lisa qgroup had provided all the tables any
group (or individual) needed with aample outlets. They
provided signs already up and in place at every single
table., And coaplete systeas in sany cases, for at-table
demos {(which went on all day, too). These hosts seemed
to be everywhere, on call, to provide the ayriad tasks
required of well-organized events.

There were excellent desos every half hour: things
like Irwin Hott’s remarkabie setup of Tling for the
blind, Jim Peterspn’s norsally wonderful deap (this time
his latest NUTS 'n BOLTS), Bud Mills’s Worizon Ras, and
so on. These events were announced through a systes
everyone could hear clearly, so there couldn’t be a
chance of missing anything. Plus, there were ample signs

~and posters everywhere of all the upcosing events.

For sany who were so busy they couldn’t fit all the
desos in, the Liesa Group again provided: FREE videos of
the entire five hours of desonstrations and talks!

Nat surprising, Everything else wis also free,
There was no adsission charge, so people could comse and
go freely. There were no charges for tables +{or user
groups, individuals, or cossercial outfits. And these
people could have as sany tables as they wished. No
charge, either, {or the sany signs., There wasn’t a
charge, either, for the raffles of soft and hardware
drawn every half¥ hour. The Lisa entourage didn’t even
charge people for getting ANYTHING they wanted fros the
vast Lima library (probably one of the biggest in the
countryl,

Tud "Norld Presiers® were sade at the fair: the very
latest 4.1 of FURNELNED sent directly by Tony Kcbovern
and the newest DISK UTILITIES of John Birdwell. Charles
bood, who acted as host of the atfair, deaonstrated botbh.
Both disks will be released to the public soon. |

Ohio seess to have sore active Tlers per capita than
any other state in the Union, For se to have an
opportunity to qo there and aeet all these people with
whoa | had corresponded {some for years} was 2 thrill |
gdid not want to wiss: Charlie bood, editor of the
marveiously unigue (and decidedly eccentric) BITS, BYTES
k PIXELS: Jean Hall, editor of the classy SPIRIT OF 99;
Deanna Sheridan, editor of the +{resh and inforsative
CLEVELAND AREA TI99-4A USER GROUPS NEWSLETTER; Irwin Hott
of CONNI {and his seeing-eye {riend, Tonkal; and, of
course, bentleman Jin Peterson, "Nr. T.I1." There were
siny, aany others [ got to see again (people like the
legendary Mickey Schaitt, who will probably becoae to TI
Adventurers what Larry Bird has becose to basketball),

*How did all this Tl excitesent take place in the
aiddle of nowhere?® as one of ay friends who has never
been to Ohio asked when 1 described the event.

Soae background was definitely needed to explain
this happening in this particular place.

Lima is a city of 48,000, When you drive straight



¢ros the center in any direction for 13 minutes you are
in flat fars country, a scattered house every few miles,
[t is a hundred ailes to the nearest airport {Dayton) and
sany hundreds of miles ¢roa a lot of Ohio's biggest
cities. (Ohio has Akron, Toledo, Cincimnatti, Cleveland,
Colusbus and lots of other cities larger than Lima.)

The Lima Group formed in 1984 and, after almost four
years, has 15 1local aeesbers and ¢five corresponding
peabers., There are only fasily aeaberships with ¢ull
privileges (hose or away) at $15. This entitles each
seaber to a newsletter that contains ONLY new smaterial,
Disks of the latest PD and Fairware software ire often
sailed with the sonthly issues. Several nes disks of

aaterial are usually added to the library at each sonthly
seeting. They still have an active tape library over

over 450 very full tapes f{or those mesbers without
dgrives. The Lisa disk/tape catalog is descriptive,
rather than just nuaber and/or title, so you can get what
you want without guessing,

Dr. Charles &Good (paleobotanist and Associate
Professor at the Lisa Caspus) is the spearhead ot this
very tlose, hard-working organization. He keeps 1in
direct touch with active Tlers around the world. He,
along with President Dave Azippl, organized the Lima
Confab (which they call *The Multi-User broup LConference”
but everyone else calls the *Lima TI Fair."®

This sodel user group is unusual in sore ways than
just bringing the mountain tc Mohamed, sao to speik.
First and foremost, even after speding a weekend with
thea, I saw no signs of in-fighting, no struggle for
power, no pretension. Everyone takes turn Dbeing
president or another office. The libraries of disks and
tapes and newsletters are kept at aesbers’ houses. Dnly
a call is needed to pick up the whole shebang. So
everyone qets to read all the newsletters (BBP has 2
growing exchange.) or dub the tapes or copy the disks.
Calls let aesbers know what's new and available.
Dropping off and picking up stuff at each other’s hoaes
just adds to the overall coaradeship of this tight-knit
group.

When § asked Charlie why Lisa, as bost of this
svent, didn’t use it to make lots of soney for the group,
here is what he said:

‘People and groups keep sending stuff to us, |
really believe that this free exchange of software and
other information is the way to keep our user groups
alive and healthy.

*This sase philosophy of sininsal

cost is why we

FOR SALE

NUMBER MAGIC CARTRIDGE $3.00

RINIWRITER 11 VORDPROCESSOR CARTRIOGE 15.00

CONSOLE WRITER WOROPROCESSOR CARTRIDGE 15.00

FEACH YOURSELF BASIC TAPES (2) 3.00

PARALLAX PRINTER INTERFACE WITH PRINTER CABLE 50.00
(WORKS WITH OR WETHOUT EXPANSION SYSTEM)

didn’t charqge for our conference. At aany Tl Faires
across the country it seeas to ase that the organizers
$eel they are doing the attendees and exhibitors a favor
by setting up the show. We feel that those whe attend
our show are daing US a favor by sharing with us their
expertise and bringing to us in Lisa their software and
hardware to sell. So we will try to sake 1t as
convenient as possible for those who attend.®

What an attitude!

T1 PRIDE!

14 what | saw of the people in Ohio is any test, the
T1 world is in good hands for a long tise to cose.

The really gqood news is that a second annual event
is scheduled for next year. For those who can aake 1t,
1’d recosaend going. If you can't make it, do the next
best thing: join this great group by mail, It's one of
the best TI investsents you and the exchange librarian of
your user group could sake. ($15 a year for the aonthly
issups and disks and lots sore: Charles ¥, bood, Pox
647, Venedocia, OH, 45894. And tell hia [MPACT sent
you. )

ISSESREEERTERERUSRRERRRRNLIRILS
HELPFUL HINT OF THE WNONTH

This is ¢ros the new ASGARD NERS magazine (Asgard
Safétware, P.0.Box 10306, Rockville, WD 20850 - quarterly
- §b per year):

*Print Help For Cesini Users

‘Do you have a Star printer?. To be sore to the
point - do you get ugly white horizontal lines on Yyour
screen duaps of ORAPHX or Tl-Artist?®

Type in the following prograse, save it, and run it
with your printer on before using your artist prograss,
0 INPUT *TURN ON PRINTER AN

D PRESS ENTER..":A$

20 OPEN #1:°PI10*,0UTPUT

30 PRINT &1:CHR${27);"A";CHR

${6)

40 CLOSE 81,

Probles solved, 1 load it before using MAX-RLE and
duaping stuff for our newsletter. Just great’

SESEESRTTRERRBELORLRRELELLLLY

M —

T1-CALC SPREADSHEET BOOK AND PROGRAM TAPE 10.00
{1 PROGRAM RECORDER AND INSTRUCTION BOOK 18.00
HOME COMPUTER PROBRAM TAPES (2) 3.00

TYPRITER WORD PROCESS 1M6 TAPE 7.00
CAR WARS CARTRIDGE 3.00

CALL JIN MEKEEL AT (216) 286-3179



CLOCK/CALENDAR
ANALOG-TO-DIGITAL
CIRCUIT FOR THE
"wPROTO BOARD"

(PUBLIC DOMAIN)

To interface the circuit on the
right to the System Bus, cut the DBINB
trace from pin 1 of U3 to pin 16
of Ul (below), and attach the two AllB
lines shown immediately to the
right ( Pin 1 and Pin 19) to the
sppropriate pins on U3 (74L8345).

Alo8

2000080%
Y.
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CLOCK/CALENDAR /ANALOG-TO-DIGITAL CIRCUIT

FOR THE PROTOTYPE BOARD

The circuit shown is that of
the PUBLIC DOMAIN circuit which
was designed by Gary Emmich of
the Northern New Jersey Users
Group. The circuit was provided
as a kit by a MBP and has becane
known as the "MBP CARD". The
circuit shown here was redrawn
directly from the original in-
cluded with this package. 1 do
not assure you that it will
function as you intend. You may
use either the drawing and the
instructions I1’'ve included or
those which Gary Emmich con-
structed. There is a lot of
software to support the circuit
as wvell as some hardware to
interface to the A/D port,

READ about the PROTOBOARD FIRST!
Install the (3) 74L5244 and (1)
7418245 chip in the area at the
bottom of the PROTO BOARD for
complete interfacing to the FEB
System Bus. Use sockets for ALL
chip. Reference page 1 in the
PROTO BOARD manual, specifically
the right center of FIG. 1-1. The
chip shown was a 74LS125, however
before you install a 16-pin socket
cut the small trace between pins 7
and 8. Ul0 (741.8368) will go here,
and requires a 16-pin bed. Install
the socket now, To adhere to Garys
schematic, you will have to make
one more change to your PROTO
BOARD, and that is to cut a trace
which goes to pin-1 of the 74LS245
chip on the component side (from
pin-15 of a 7418244 to it's left).
ALL terms that end in a “"B" are
Buffered and do not go to the edge
connector of the PROTO BOARD. The
term will either be in the ADDRESS
DATA BUS line (shown Iin FIG. 4-2 of
PROTO BOARD manual) or one of the
two clusters of terms as seen in
FI1G. 3-1 or 4-1 in the same manual.
No connections to the card edge
connector will be necessaryl! Let's

/3

keep it neat.

Install U5,6,7,8,9,11,and 12
sockets in locations most desirable
for your application in the proto-
¢typing area (columms M thru V ).
Wire the +5 and ground to all chips
first, and then put the address and
data lines on next, finished off by
the control and clock lines.

Build the +5 supply in the area
shown in PROTO BOARD manual FIG. 5-1
and the 5 v. CLK "CKV" will have to
be constructed in the proto-typing
area being sure to use +8 v. unreg.
from pin 1 or 2 of the EDGE conn.
(use the lead thru hole provided).

After the board is assembled, you
should remove all boards from the
PEB and do a "SMOKE TEST". If all 1is
in order, then test the board with
the mininum configuration needed, (a
disk cont. and memory).

PARTS LIST *

2 US, U6 - 7415138 Decoder/Demux
1 U7 ---- 74L893 4-Bit Bin. Crtr.
1 U0 --- 7418368 Hex Tri-St.Buf.
1 U1l --- 74LS0O8 Quad 2-Inpt AND
1 Ul2 --- 7555 CMOS 555 Timer
1 U8 ---- ADCO809 B8-Ch. A/D

1 U9 -..- MM58167 Clock chip

1 XTAL -- Crystal 32K Hz

2 Q1,Q2 - Regulator +5 Volt

1 BAT. -- Lithium +3 Volt

1l LED -- LED, Red

3 D1,2,3 Diodes 1N914
12 Cx-Cy Capacitor .1 Mfd  **

1 C5 ---- Capacitor 10 Mfd 35 V.

1 CT ---- Capacitor 22 Mfd

1 C3 ---- Capacitor 4.7 Mfd 35 V.
* This list is for the CLOCK/CAL.&
A/D circuit only. You will have to
fnsert (3) 74LS5244s and & 7415245
{nto the PROTO BOARD first. See p.l
Fig. 1-1 in PROTO BOARD manual.
%% This number will vary and will
include C1,C2,C4, and one on each
of the IC Vcec pins to ground.

Please familiarize yourself very
thoroughly with the circuit, the
PROTO BOARD docs and the board. You

may be suprised what you can do!

Good luck!
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A REAL TIME CLOCK FOR THE TI-99 4/A
by John F. Willforth

The following is not my original circuit design ( I have changed some things
however ). The credit must go to Gary Emmich and Tony Albanese of the Northern &
New Jersey Users Group. The circuit below is essentially 1/2 of the REAL TIME
CLOCK and DIGITAL CONVERTER circuit they designed and distributed as PUBLIC
DOMAIN. The circuit was later etched to a double-sided board, and a kit was
. distributed which became known as the MBP CARD. Last month I got a reprinted
article from the TISHUG, written by John Paine which described the circuit he
put inside his speech synthesizer to give the system a REAL TIME CLOCK. The
circuit is the clock section of the one originally designed by Gary Emmich,
and as such, because the schematic was reduced and not too easily read, and
since it is public domain, I thought I would rewrite the article and redraw
the schematic. -

First the pin numbers to the left of ">--" are the pin numbers on the
connector inside the speech synthesizer, those two marked "23" & "24" go to
these two pins on the clock chip, and those to the right of the "--X" are
the data bus also attached to the same connector inside the speech unit.

The circuit consists of two 1l-0f-8 decoder/demultiplexer (74LS138s),
which decode the address lines to select the clock chip at -31168 to
-31154 which select the clock functions, the MM538167 clock chip, the osc.
circuit, Ql to invert DBIN, and the battery back-up circuit. The entire

circuit may be put on a small RADIO SHACK perf. board and installed inside
the Speech Synthesizer. | |

John Johnson's MENU program accesses the clock automatically, I’'ve included
original CLOCKSET and TIME programs with this article. If you would like more
information contact me at the following : call (412) 527-6656, R.D. #1 Box 73A
Jeannette, PA 15644, Here are the addresses to peek and load (poke) and an
xbasic command to reset the sound (the sound chip is at this address).

-31168 = Thousands of seconds -31160 = Hours
-31166 = Tens & Hundreds -31158 = Day of week
-31164 = Seconds -31156 = Date

-31162 = Minutes -31154 = Month

* To reset sound.."CALL SOUND(1l,20000,30)"
* The data required by the above addresses is in "BCD" and will need converted.

‘t.l'PS' I ) ¢S

18 >-A
14 AL

1 Fd ™
A}
2348 1, 17

20
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31

N MEN 1
iﬁ; iﬂlr1‘uz ] 7 5-£
29 >— i S >

.“--
:LJ; LOGIC liﬂ“ tnl
GRound
4
27 - (11’l£l R
'1::>..__._.._.c,-&!511
| PARTS LIST
1 458167 clock chip (appx. $10.)--v--- vl
1 32.768 KHz crystal--cceccsvcaccren. XTAL
2 7415138 1-0F-8 decoder/desux.ers--U2 U}
1 2R2222 Transistoy-c-cecccncccnccccons Q1
1 30 pfd trimmer (varisble capacitor)--Cl
1 22 pfé capacitor-cecccorccrcrccccnccs o
1 2200 resistor-ccccscennsacaccncnsnnce Rl é
1 1K resistor--vecsccceracccsnsnrncncen R2
2 2K resistoyg-cccrccecncccencencnes k3 Ré
| 9 IN914/1N6148 Diodes-----ccvovevcce p1 D2
‘ 1 3 Volt Lithium battery--ccccccecess BATT

1 Perf. Board to mount components
Misc solder, wire, tools.
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20 REM w& "k
30 REM %% CLOCKSET  #*
40 REM *+ "h

S0 REM #isirdiridkhhdtiiiiikd

100 REM THIS PROGRAM IS USED TO SET THE CLOCK.

110 REM THIS PROGRAM NEED ONLY BE RUN IF THE TIME DRIFTS OR WHEN BATTERIES ARE
REPLACED.

120 CALL INIT -

130 DEF SET=X+6%INT(X/10) 1 CONVERTS DECIMAL TO BCD FOR OUTPUT TO CLOCK.

140 INPUT *"MONTH 1-12 ":X

150 MO=SET

160 INPUT "DAY OF MONTH 1-31 ":X

170 D=SET |

180 INPUT "DAY OF WEEK 1-7 SUN-1 *:DW INPUT DAY AND TIME
190 INPUT "HOUR 0-23 ":X AND CONVERTS TO BCD
200 H-SET

210 INPUT "MIN 0-59 *:X

220 M=-SET

230 INPUT "SEC 0-59 ":X

240 S=~SET

250 CALL LOAD(-31164,5,0,,0,8,0,DW,0,D,0,M0) ! SET CLOCK
260 CALL SOUND(1,20000,30) ! RESET SOUND GENERATOR
270 CALL CLEAR

280 STOP

o rrreeeeee——— T
20 REM w* ok

30 REM ** TIME *k

40 REM ¥ ot

50 REM tiisdriridiirddrdrdrddrdobdd

100 REM THIS PROGRAM DEMONSTRATES HOW THE CLOCK IS ACCESSED BY A PROGRAM.
110 CALL CLEAR ' '
120 DIM WKS(7) ,M05(12)

130 DEF TIME=X-6*INT(X/16) | CONVERTS BCD OUTPUT OF CLOCK TO DECIMAL.
140 FOR DW=1 TO 7

150 READ WK$(DW)

160 NEXT DW ASSIGNS NAMES TQO VARIABLES.

170 FOR DM=1 to 12

180 READ MOS(DM)

190 REXT DM

200 DATA Sun, Mon,Tues,Wednes, Thurs,Fri, Satur

210 DATA Jlnuary.Flbrulry.unrch.April.Hny.Juna.July

220 DATA Augult.S.ptlnb-r.Dctoblr,Nnv-ﬁbur.Dtclnblr

230 GOTO 2380

240 CALL PEEK(-31164,X1,X2,X3,X4,X5) | READ SEC. MIN. & HOUR X2&X4 NOT USED
2%0 X=X1 :: SEC$=STRS(TIME)

260 IF X1<10 THEN SEC$="0"&SEC$

270 X=X3 :: MINS$=STRS(TIME)

280 IF X3<10 THEN MINS$="O"&MINS

290 X=X5 :: HR=TIME :: M§{=" AM" CHANGES INTO STRING FOR
300 IF HR>11 THEN M§{=" PM" DISPLAY PURPOSES

310 IF HR=0 THEN HR=-12

120 IF HR>12 THEN HR=HR-12

330 HR$=-STR$(HR)

340 TIS=HRS&": "GMINSE": *LSECSEMS

350 DISPLAY AT(6,11):TI$ { DISPLAY TIME ON SCREEN
360 IF X1+X3+X5=-213 THEN 380 { UPDATE DAY & DATE AT MIDNIGHT.
370 GOTO 240

380 CALL PEEK(-31158,X1,X2,D,X4,X5) | READ DAY, DATE & MONTH -

390 X=D :: D$=~STRS(TIME)

400 X=X5 :: XS=TIME

410 L1S="Today is "&WK$(X1)&"day"

420 L1#INT((32-LEN(L1$))/2) CONVERT TO STRING & DISPLAY
430 DISPLAY AT(2,L1):L1$

440 L2$=MOS (XS)&" "&D$&", 1988°

450 L2=INT((32-LEN(L2$))/2)

460 DISPLAY AT(&4,L2):L2$

470 GOTO 240



PICTURE 1T
L review by Deanma Sheridan, Northcoast 99ers, Cleveland

late last fall I reviewed a program calied °PRINT IT*
vhich ailovs you to do !imited desk-top pudblishing from
TI-¥rater. The anthor, Rodger Merritt, mow has @ companion
disk called PICTURE IT. Ths disk bas several nice
atiirties to sprece wp your letters,
programs, etc.

As wmeationed in the review of 1000 Words last moath,
PICTURE IT w111 comvert TI-ARTIST instances for letterheads
aad other graphics from within Ti-Writer/Funnelweb, etc. It
Msically uses the same method as the ART/CONVERT trogral by
Anne Dhein. It wses Artist Instances and two instances can
be combined for a full-width letterhead or picture. The
coaversion time for my favorite letterhead was about 10
miautes. However, it does mot have graphics iand only tikes
up the left side of the page. The documeatation that comes
with PICTURE IT states that a one 1inch full-page double
dnlist[ letterhead will take about 50 mimutes. However,
oRce it 19 dome, it takes very little time to primt vhen
ascded. Whea I had wy 56-10 and tried the Dhein program, wy
printhead dad a rat-ta-tat to it that bothered me I I had

add gqraphics to

glven ) ISllg it except om rare occasions, ¥hen I got ay
.I iDEB [ decided to see if it affected it the same way.
wch to

delight, it mest wse a differeat prlltlng pethod,
and prllts out just hike & mormal screen duwmp cannot
compare Rodger’s progral )b printing method, siace my 56-10
s long one vher C%ﬂt this progran.

addition, PICTURE IT ias a barner program which aiso
ltlllzes Artist Instaaces. )\ conversion program viil puts
them 1nto PICTURE IT format so that youw can 1aclude plctures

vith Dbanmers. The font for the Banmer is the "Bi6 FOOT

font on CS6D and Artist companion disks. The disk I
received from NAr.  Merritt had several pictures all ready
converted, so I do not know how long 1t t2kes to do this

Another featwre will display your 1nstaaces on screee
vith an attractive border. A full-screen 1astamce will use
wp all the available char definitions. Ouwt of all the
instances ] tried, only a coaple ram owt of space. In fact,
I wsed this program to display my Christmas graphics at the
Limé Conferemce and more people iaquired about “how 1 did
that® than the graphics themselves.

You can also coavert your instance so that it will run
s a2 extended busic ?rogral either as @ 8 rite or not.
Again, we have & quality program that does *iots of thlng
for aa ISIII? price of oaly $10.00. This one 0T
fairvware t can be ordered oaly from Rodger Nerritt, 1949
Evergreea Ave., Pullertaon, Ch 92635 (714) 990-4377.

TI-TENPLATES
Reviey by Deanma Sheridan - Northcoast 99%ers - Cleveland, Oh

Jan Knapp of St. lLouls has released two disks for use
by those who are doing genaalogitil vork and o student
organizer. These are different )a that neither 15 &
renndble program, but rather templates or forms for the
specified tasks.

She didn't Ddave any of the *till-in-the-blanks® forms
for trackieg ancestors so she decrded to create her own.
There i3 o blank form and a sample filled-in form for each.
They include a TREE, GROUPSHEET, LARGE GROUPSHEET, ADORESS
PAGE, SOURCE (where info was obdtained), CEASUS, a
bibli lriz of sonrces for those doing geneoiogical work.

It looks 11ke a real help if you are imavolved in such a
project.

The second set of templates should bave an overall
vider appedl as they are aimed at the high-schooi studeat.
These teaplates jaclude: Aa ASSIGNNENT GSHEET, which gives
class, what the assigament, when due,
colpletlol aad notations on the side.  Four class
ess1ganents can be l1sted on a pige.

with room for -

BOOX REPORT. This 3z & rough outline of the 1tems yo
should be iooking for as you read a book. If you make
notations on thaa sheet, the book report will be a snap.

CALENDAR.  This 13 just a blank page where you fill 1»
the dates and month. There 18 room for several notatio
per day. Simce this is & Ti-Writer template, the lDllh‘iEﬁ
days could be inserted before printing.

CHORE CHART: This 18 the one pareats will love.

~thaak that Jan covered all bases becawse 99% of these are

igplicable to my 13-year old. Of cowrse, if you can thinmk
of more, you can change the form to fit yowr needs.

There are several quick reference pa?es with elements
of seatences, dciilin? ROWRS, verbs, a metric
conversior chart, & st of llportint elelents the Dewey
Decima] system, Library of Congress system, 2 lultlplrcitlun
grid, wsotes to yourself, @ plgt for friends telephone
aumbers and addresses, a fact sheet on Presideats, the order
of succession if @ president dies or is disabled ia office,
a Jist of the 40 presidents and when they held office, a
report outline, a2 class schedule, and things to do today.

I had my 13-year old look this over to see if he would
scoff at the 1dea of .zoo rilting out this booklet for
insertion i has aote or not. [ got a very favorable
reaction, that 1t had some very wusefui forms that should
help hin remember. (Mow, the trick 1s to get bim to
ACTUILLY wtilize it).

femember that these are templates in Tl-Writer files
and that yow caa customize them for other purposes 1f you
Hlsg. or if a form is “almost® but “pot quite” what you
e

Both disks are fairware and Jan 13 asking $8.00 apiece
for them. They are in the Cleveland area libraries, or can

be ordered from Jan Kaapp, 2318 Ruckert, 5t. Louis, N0
63114. (314) 428-0752.
HAYE I 60T A DEAL POR SOMEOME' _~

Deannz Sheridan - WorthCoast 99ers

A couple of weeks ago I got a 2400 bavd modem whick
medns | have very little, if amy wse, for my 300 modei. It
you have often wondered 1f you would like to enter the
aystic world of telecommunications, but did mot want to
spend the mosey to find out, ptrhlrs 1 can help.

At the moment you vorld not have ady BBS locally where
you could dowaload softllre but you are able to call ‘“any®
oper BBS 12 the area and read messages, ieave Ressages, elc.
With the pew TELCO, you can eves sign oh to IDR board that
used to spit Dback garbage becawse of their opering screen
graphics.

I bave wnow llli ed to 2et By T1 and Leading Bdge to
talk to each other. ave read about these projects, but
they always wint DI to make some kind of ciable, and that
Just 180't ay bag. instead, I took T! cable, IM
cable and connected them with a BULL MODEN. Thas laittle
gismo reverses the two limes that make the TI and IBN cables
1ncompat ibie. I wsed PROCOMM on the Laldlng Edge and tested
both FAST-TERR end TELCO on the TI. ASCII files, of course,
are very e23y to transmit. As am experiment, | seat @ 1
archived file over to the LE via INODEN. I then seat it
back to the TI with IRODEW with another filename. Then
napacked 1t to see 1f 3t would run. Worked beautifally.

I vil} gladly make availabie my Aachor 300 baud with
appropriate cable anmd disks of both TELCO and FAST-TERM to
Ay menber of the Clevelaad gromps. Since 1 belong to
NortdCoast, I would lake to give wy own fellow members ?lr
choice, but ople from Chips are welcome also. BEach persi ..
can have 1t for a moath then pass it on to another ulhe‘h
Th1s should give you emough time to decide )f this 13 your
bag or aot. (Call me at 333-5986.
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PRESIDENTIAL THOUGHTS
By Glemn Bernasel
Presideat TI-Chips

There are really on two items I want to discuss at this
time. The first of which is hovw the TI-Chips’ tutoring
project at the North Royalton Commwaity Library 1s going
along. 1 stayed Dehind after our last mesting to obeerve
what happens at our tutoring sessions. Osce egale, the
weather wag eatirely too mice to expect very many people at
our tutoring session. Therefore, I wasa't too disappoirnted
to see only four people shov wp.

Dut what Dappened at this session "warmed the cockles
of my heart.® Not oaly vas the intersst there, but Dboth
Sarah Martinsoa and Joba Parken (both of the Chips) really
shoved knoviedge and enthusiasm as tutors.  (uestions were
asked, aad amsvers were given. It certaialy seemed that
both tutor and studeat vers emjoying themseives greatly. |
kaov that this project will Dbecome more actively
pirticipated in osce the weather becomes more coadusive to
indoor activities.

I bave siace informed the 1ibrary staft that the
TI-Chips inteads to coatiswe the tetoring sessions esach
sonthk immedistely after owr moathly meeting. It looks like
this i3 ome project that is vorking out fairly weil, and 18
demonstrating thit not omly i3 the interest there, but so is
the enthusiasn.

NO¥ ADOUT AN OK10 VALLEY CONFERENCE IN CLEVELAND?

Speaking of eathusiastic projcts, this brings se to the
second item I waat to discess with you. That is wome other
than the possidility of the Cleveland Area TI-99/4k User
Srowps bosting & 1989 OHIO VALLEY 99/4h CORPERENCE.® As I
stid in my report on the LINA CONFERENCE, °*I1 could wot
possidly recommend an eveat more highly! A muiti-user growp
conference i3 just what the 9%rs of Ohio and swrrovading
States ased' “Hosting an event such as this wonld provide the
Cleveland Area 9%ers with an waigee opportoaity to obtain
the latest TI-99/4k tecknology, from til arownd Ohio, right
here i3 our own "back-yard!® How about that! Mo exteasive
(and expeasive) traveling to distaat conferenmces.

The commercial's over. If [ havea't coaviaced you that
we should, at least, thiak about holding a coaference in
1969 for the Ohio Valley Users, then there isn't any poant
in going ferther. But, if I've been able to create some
interest i» & project such as this, ther let's start a
dialogue going. HNow, before everbody gets beat omt of
shape, all ['m asking 18 that Doth Cieveland area aser
groups determiae whether or mot they want to get involved in
this project to begin with. Judging by vkat the Lim
9%ers were able to accomplish, we certaialy should be able
to do much the same with a greater sharing of the load. The
question vhether we vant to get imvolved or mot will be on
the YI-Chips July meeting agenda, and 2 vote will be takes
and reported to Deamst Sheriden (I's suggesting Deaamk
becavse she is & nataral focal poist for both growps.} Some
time in Awgust, Deanns would advise both presidents of
TI-Chips ond the NortdCoast 9%ers as to the collective
. decision of both growps.

If ve collectively, by wmajority vote at owr sext
respective meetings, decide to embark oa hosting a "1989
OHIO VALLEZY 99/4k CONFERENCE®, thea we could set wp
coaference steering committee comprised of representatives
from both the NorthCoast 9%ers and the TI-Chips to get the
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ball roilisg. At this poist we cowid conedvably motify the
Lima 9%ers of our istestions, theredy avording & potential
plamaing coaflict by both ared growps for 1989,

This project has tremendows potential! Let's at least
talk about it and decide whether we're going to want to give
it a shot or aot. -
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ASK C.1.
By C.T. Tids - Cleveland

¥ell, oomchody owt there fimally thowght I wvas for
reel! Following are some excerpts from a ietter 1 receatly
received.

Dear C.T.:

1 an seading the priatosts of two programs. The
basketball stats program is the very first workable progrim
Iever did. You will see that 1 borroved beavily from C.
Regina's Programming 6uide for the TI. It did everything we
wanted, even thowgh it would probably get a D- 1imra
programming class.

The other is a single-entry checkbook program I wsed
for a cosple of years. Wtk this program, 1 was able to
priat out my coatridetions, tax payments and other
expeaditure itess, and have my returs ready to go 1n half
hour.

Please feeal free to choose one of these progran, and
tell m2 bow “aov" to write a program, or how it could be
1mproved wpon.

DRS - Cleveland
Dear DNS:

Both the Basketball stats program and the checkbook
program were very imteresting to read. HHowever, DNS, a3
you said ia your letter, "It did everything we wanted,..."
and "... I was able to prist owt .... ready to go 1» half
ad hour." The programs you seat to me do work! Therefore,
they are, by virtue of their operabilaty, good programs.

The real measure of programming “quality” is in the
profit the program produces. That 13, how much does 1t cost
to do wvhat it does? How much semory is wsed and how Jong
does it take it to accomplish it's task? This 15 where the
"economics® of computer programming comes )a. ARy progrin
that does vhat yon “wamt" it to do 15 a “good" program, Dbt
a ‘good" program can be made iato a "hetter” program by
doing a little HOUSEKEEPING.

For reasons of explamation, 1 will concentrate op» ihe
Basketball Stats Program you sadmitted. 1 moticed that you
reset TFT, TFTN, TFTA and TPTS variadies to "0° at sever:)
places aed  that  the  formlas:  TP6=TP64P6(1),
TIT-TPTFTN(]), TPIA=TPTA4FTA(I) and TPIS-TPTO4PTS are
repeated throwghout the rostine. This 1s sot orly a RMM
(Kemory) waster, but it also takes time to redo an operation
thet needs to be done oaly omce on commund.

Subrostines coataining variable reset aad repeated
formiations vwill conserve on memory wsage and emable the
progran to rem faster. As 1 bad said, *... doing a little
HOUSEXEEPING." will g0 a loag way to creste & working
progran that 13 better than just “good”.

The best way to 1earn how to program efficiently 13 to



do so on very limited RAN. That is, the more memory
available, the sloppier we temd to be 1 owr progrimming

skills. The 32K expansion is indeed a handy thing to have
when ve aeed data space, but we tead to let our programs get
too loag whea ve knov we have “loads® of wemory at owr
disposai. 1f you don't belisve me, try programmieg
TI-55(II) or some similar programsable caiculator. I
guaraatee you vwill become a howsekeeping believer in short
order. ;
I would like to make one last comment. Althowgh your
rograns were writtea in Extended Basic, these prograsmlng
techniques hold true no matter what language yon wse,

I could develop a tatorial wsiag the programs that DS
kindly seat ia, but it conld possibly happen [ wonldn’t De
addressing specific questions that others might have.
Therefors, I'm going to leave this columa in the formst I
had initially set wp. If you are Dhavisg amy progrimming
problems or your homeasde/commercial program 18 giving you
fits, lst me kanow. 1'd be glad to help in aoy way 1 can.
Just write to: C.T. TIBS, 13246 Harper Rd, Stroagsville, OH
413,
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LIBRARY NOTES
by Deansa Sheriden "Still Temporary Librariaa®

Mark Woodward seat his freeware donation to Ross Nedie
of Mustralia tor TI-9%0poly (am Awstraliaw version of owr
famous game). In return he received a mice jetter of
appreciation and copies of an American Version with the
familiar street mames and an Eaglish version with street
panes familiar to them.  (See it pays to pay). Hark has

graciousiy doasted copies of the QImerican and Eaglish
versions for the library.

As meationed last moath, the graphics growp gave Mark
fcCanley $15 to dowaload graphic programe for them. Out of
4 archived disks we were able to retrieve about 12 full 555D

disks of RLE pictures, iastances, some music, some games ™

e ars going to distribute these disks amongst owrselves {we
oaly contributed a little over $2.00 apiece) and thes put
them 3ia the clubs' lidbraries. See Dhow much you could
beasfit by joiniag our growp? Mark says ke has used up al)
of that $15, so ] told him I would hat the grosp again aext
soath for amother $2.004 apiece. Where else can you get
such a der)?

Dob Kaspar. ouwr mew Extended Basic Games swblibrarias
teraed in catalog pages for 6 disks this past month and they
have besas added to the 1ibrary. Severa) other sudlibrarians
had disks to catalog and we hope to see thea 800D

I camaot make policy decisions for the CHIPS qrowps,
bet 3f yom purchase fairware programs or get some of the
DENO programs from EDU-COMP that are being distributed by
TRI-COMP, we will gladly give you programs from the library
for same. For example, EDU-CONP is selliag these for $3.00
tpiece, and we would give you 3 disks of your choice from
the library for same. As stated before, we are mot using th
$1.00 copying fee as a money maker, but rather as a tool to
obtain even more programs for owr librarjes.

There are more freeware programs that have come 11
also. Don't tell e there isn't anything available for ouwr
pachise.!' I sav 1a a newsletter that Pusmelweh 4.1 was
rejeased on ¥ay 29 aad is ox ail four telecommemications
setworks.
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CLEYELAMD AREA 99/4A USER OROUPS MEWSLETTER
C/0 DEAMNA SHERTDAN

20311 LAKE ROAD

ROCKY RIVER, OH 4116

Pushcart 188{s

CHECK YOUR LABEL, THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST ISSUE!

TINE DATED MATERIAL!
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