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Now that we are all back froam vacation, have ALMOST
put our golf clubs, fishing polas, garden tools, etc. away,
how about devoting soae good time to the TI. Me appraciate
very such the response to the recent requests for help.

Me continue to see our nases in other newsietters
around the country. Even saail tips such as those subaitted
by Las Keas and Ken Gladyszewski. Larry Prickokis wrote an
article over 2 years ago about transferring files between 2
TI's via the R8232 with OLD and SAVE, and this was repeated
only last sonth by one of the clubs. 80 you never know
where your nase will appear. This past aonth, Dave Talan,
syself and Ken Gladyszewski were featured around the
country. This is a challenge to each of you also. With the
aany prograas we have in our 1ibrary, suraly there are those
you like or don't like and you have reasons for sase, Jot
thes down and wa will print thea. Think what you enjoy best
about your TI, than get involved with that area, Don’t wait
for soseone to ask you. We are inforeal groups who don't
know all the seabers that well, and it is up to you to speak
up if you think there is a job you can do as well as socasone
else is doing it. Elections will be cosing up shortly in
all of the clubs and it would be nice not to have to BEG
people to help keep the Club going.

The above cosasnts were written BEFORE I received Jan
Fedor’s notes for Chips and Steve Weinkassr's for Solon,
This is the year we are going to have to decide whether we
wint to continua further the use and support of tha TI99/4A.
Too few paople in sach club are doing too many things. If
one of thes is transferred, becoses ill, or laaves for
personal reasons, there is & huge gap which 1s difficult to
§i11, If a lot of people were doing a few things, then that
would be a auch saaller gap to #ill., Maks a list of what
you think you can do and what you would like to see done and
then try to see where you can fit, Marty Ssoley suggested
b tha Yarthcoast santion that gaagle dlest fust <o ta
cbserve and then as they get aore cosfortable with that
ares, start to participate. Tha naxt faw sonths are going
to be very critical for soee of our clubs. Let’s not throw
in the towe! now. e have eore accessoriss and sore
software available for our little sachine now than ever

-

hefore,

I got lots of comaents on the 18-pager we put out with
aany saying they would like to see cur nawsietter that size
EVERY sonth. | know 4 people at least who are very happy
with our 10 or 2-pager (depending on the info
available)...They are ayself, Tos Nellis, Bruce Young and
Frank Jenkins. [ was about typed out after that one. And
if you hava ever had to prepare bulk sailings, you can
understand what Bruce and Tos do sach aonth. 1 have been
doing a naxsletter for sy church the past 2 sonths and have
cose to appraciate the unheralded contributions of thess two
very suth. Frank sees that the newsletter is printed and
ready for Tos and Bruce and he had to lug around all those
copies fros downtown, Frank also saintains the sailing list
and prepares tha sailing labels for ALL of the clubs. Just
50 you know your nawsletter dossn't just sagically appear on
your doorstep mach aonth,

ATTENTION OTHER  NEWSLETTER EDITORS: Sose of the
nawsletters on our sxchange were still going go the Solon
broup’s P.0. Box. This box has been closed and if you are
still using that address, your newslistter to us is now going
to never, never land. Please double check and send all
correspondence to the P.0, Box on the back of this
newsletter,

The Fourth Annual ({and original) TI FAIRE is coaming
Naoveaber | at Triton College, River Grove, [ll. Seaveral
went fros our club last year, including the Thalners, Ken
bladyszewski and Marty Sacley. It’s not that far, if a
group would like to get together and shars expenses.

Look inside for...A way to get some sore ajleage out of
your old keyboard; another This N That wmiscellaneous; @
lidrary update; learn to use strings by Tos Nellis; a raviaw
of PRBASE 2.0; a review of creative filing systes; ways to
cool your PEB box by Jis Makeel; a prograa which alfows you
ta cun geaqeamk written ia hasic that are  currantly
anrunnabie in extended basic to run in extended basicy what
is Super Extanded Basic? by Dave Talan; get your soney
refunded froa Mose Computer Magazine; Slos down fast DM1000;
soae tips for caring for your Disks and disk drives, and
just enough room left for a HA HA,



SOLON EYECUTIVE NOTES
For those of you who eay have sissed the last

sesting, Bruce Young desonstrated o sail list and file
keaping systes prograa that he sxpandsd upon to eset his
own needs. The progras preseats a nusber of idess and
possibilities for anyone isterssted in custonizing &
prograa for his own use. Thanks to Bruce for the
{saginitive presentation. Next sonth, Frank Jenkins will
show us the P.R. Dase prograa, released as fairware.
This has been said to bde one of the best data Dbase
prograas available for the 1.1,

Once again, our turnout at the last seeting was
disappointingly small, Without being specific at this
point in tise, 2 nusber of idess were shared as to how to
approach this now usual situstion. As the next few
sonths pass, several decisions will be made as to the
direction our group sust take for the future. It was
deceided that your prasident will extend his tenurs an
extra sonth into Fasbruary of 987, so that certain
decisions can be sore sasily aade,

This sonth I would like to reprint a letter that we
recently sailed to a nusber of non-sctive assbers of the
group that still have paid eesberships with the group.
Even though it {is addressed to the Solon ameabers,
everyone reading this newsletter can probadly get
sossthing out of the letter's inforaation.

Desr Salon T.1. 99/4A User’s Group Mesbher,

In the last saveral sonths we've aissed soee
$iailiar faces at our ssetings. During the spring and
susaer sonths we koow how hard it is to find the tise or
willingness to sit at our cosputers on a nice evening or
woskend afterncon. 1 you have been away froa your 99/4A
for a while, you aay not be amire of soes of the things
that have desn happening over the last several aonths or
go. With that in aind, we would like to relate scae of
the sore exciting changes that have taken place in the Tl
warid.

First of all, sany of the prices of Tl related
products have dropped drastically this past year, Nany
of the sodules and related software coan now be had for a
¢éraction of their original cost. For instance, the
Editor Assesbler or LOGO sodules can be purchased for
$19.93; Extended Dasic is now selling for 949.95 and
Multiplan for $30,93; sost gase and sducation cartdriges
now sell for less than $10,00. And perhaps best of all,
11 WRITER and eany other great prograss can be gotten
under the fresware concept for ANY ANOUNT YOU FEEL LIKE
PAYING, up to $10.00! (More about {freswars later).

Languages such as FORTK, C, and PILOT, are also available
in the public domsin for free, and can be run out of

Extended Basic.

Although sose of these prograss require aeaory
sxpansion and disk drives, the cost of thse itsss have
betn lowered also. Thers is even a printer available
that requires no expansion systea or special interface
for 1ess than $100.00. A 512k esesory card is now

-available for added semory space, and for less than

$200.00 there ars savera) products on ths market that
allow the user to transfer the contents of any sodule to
disk and sake sodifications to the progras if desired.
There are also RAM disks, print spoolers, clock cares,
double deasity disk controllers, and stand alone RE232's.

New, high quality, scftware is being released also.
Great graphics packages such as GRAPHY, BITMAL, JOY PAINY
and T1 ARTIST 1t you becoas an artist with your 99/4A.
There is even a hose security systea that can be
coanected to your computer, Or how about a ¢light
sisulator gaae sodule? Tha list just goes on and on!

1 sentionsd “freswars®. This is a concept whersbdy
authors of guality prograss provide their softwars to
the user at little or no initial cost. The user then
decides what the progras is worth to hia and sends the
author that asount., The author usually puts 3 sarisus
suggested value on the progras) $10.00 in sost cases. We
have sost of the fresware prograss available im our
library for the asking, and we are coastantly gstting
sore as they are being ralzased, In fact, our library
can boast of being one of the sost cosplete T1 libraries
aayvhere with over 1200 prograas amd growing:

The bottoe line is that the 994/A is far froa dead’
In fact, there is sore activity in the TI cossunity now
than ever bafore. Please, attend a eeeting of the Solon
User’s Group in the near future and see what we’ve Dbeen
talking about.

We valued your past support and presence and are
looking formard to reaswing our ¢riendship. Ve are
looking forward to having you back with us at Solon
Public Library, on the second Saturday of each soeth.

On behalf of the user’s group,
Stave Neinkaser

See all of you on October 11
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Nos for the bad news. Due to other cossitasats on &y part |
will no longer be able to hold the seetings at ay house, »

ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE CLASSES

This sonth's class will ba held at ay houss, gat. Oct. hope soasond  will comd jorward and aSSUME  tne
T4TH st 7130 PH. M will cover the second {nstallesnt of responsibilites of coordinating this 816. It not as hard as
Mac  WcCormick’s tape and discuss sultiple work space you think.

registers.
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YECUTIVE NOTES - YI-CHIP
By Jan Fedor

available to the club,

Jan Boazal, Mesbership Chairsan, has had to resign her
position, since she soved to Pittsburgh for a job transfer.
Ban Keller will assuse her duties teaporarily. Please call
ans of the officers if you are interested in filling this
position. We are aiso looking for soseone to write for the
aouslatter.

John Parken has sade a joystick tester and bdrought it
to ths seeting. He has » schessatic if anyone is interasted
in saking one of their own,

Mou that suaser is over, we hope to see averyons at the
next essting. Tos and Judy Thalner will desonstrate a disk
to prograa and control your hose electrical systes. Someons
will spaak on Basic programaing, and wa will take apart a Pt
box to show how to change the fan and replace it with a
quiet fan. _

Sew you all on October 18 at 10:00 aa at the North
Royalton Public Library.

There was a good turnout at the Septemdar eeeting.
They ia turn viewsd a fine schedule of presenatations. Dan
Keller desonstrated the Monopoly gamse. This disk was
raffled, courtasy of Edu-Comp.

Terry Vacha desonstrated the MAX/RLE progras and sose
of the available pictures. This prograa shows pictures with
incredible detail, It can load, save and print. Picturas
can be changed using Graphx or TI Artist,

Ed Keanally desonstrated the library disk, T-Cat (tiny
catalog, tiny calendar). It doas exactly what its name says
- produces tiny lists and tiny calendars.

A big thanks to Dan, terry and Ed for the {ine
prograss. Our group is looking for new people to serve on
the Education Comsittee to replace thoss who have asoved
awdy. We would also like to give our thanks to the Thalners
for bringing their aquipasnt and eaking their softuare

GIECUTIVE MOTES - WORTHCOAST
Thanks to all who attended tha Septasber NorthCoast

sesting. Mith susser over, let’s qear up and get soae uwe
out of our T1's and get involved with the club.

Thera are several people who have had to pass their
jobs on to others and it would be great to hava volunteers
§i11 in. As you hava noticed, wa have not had o secretary
all suassr and there were NC volunteers to fill in.

Now, Paul W¥heeler will not be able to carry out his
duties as progras chairsan for a few aonths, HMarty Saoley
has offered to help out. But, since Marty is already vice

president, active in the newsletter group, etc., it would be
nice if ws could get sose sore people involved. At least

et Marty know what kinds of prograss you would like to see
prasented and volunteer to do ane yoursalf, if possible,
Larey Prickokis will not be able te continue as rescte

sysop for the bulletin board. Tos Nellis has been asked to
take over this position, But, by doing do, Toa feals he
will not be able to keep running the Assmsbly 516. I wonder
why....Tos is ONLY involved with writing for the newsletter,
allowing the newsletter aditors to mest at his houss, with
bruce Young, doing the stapling, addressing snd sailing of
the newsletters, writing for the Youngstown newslatter,
Surely, soseone could voluntesr to host the Assesbly 516
group and keep it alive.

Yos Nellis demonstrated the sany facets of FUNLWRITER.
Mticipating that seabers might lite to have copies, several
were praparsd ahead and sold for $1 apisce or traded for
blank diskettes. This was so successful that it say be
repeated in the future with popular FREEWARE or public
doaain itess froa the library.

Bbon and Joe lIupko will desonstrats Musicasker fros
Norton Software at the October sesting

________________.____———————-——————-——-__—‘__-'——'——__-__—-—
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HORE ABOUT KEYROARDS

Excerpted froa Joe Nuvelini's "Odds and Ends®, Front Ranger,
Septesber, 1984.

e have several different kinds of keyboards for the
T199/¢A. The one I had a probles with was & HI-Tek. If you
pop the top of a key off one of these keyboards, you will
see 2 little gold ¢ingers inside a white square. These
fingers ars what cause the probless. They get out of
adjusteent. You can try CAREFULLY to bend them slightly
cleser, but be careful not to twist thea or they will not
seet svenly. This say cure the problies. However, such to
ay surprise, you can replace thesa tingers with new ones.
Your local computer repair parson should de able to do this,

Ed loaned se the 1ittle special tool and a couple of new
¢ingers, and ! installed new ones. There are at least two
other types of keyboards. Ons, sade by Mitsusi and sold by
Radio Shack {(Part #(277-1023), appears to be a throw-away
type. According to Kevin Kapus, who had one apart, it
appaared to be unrapairable. 1 suspect you use this one
gntil it fails and then replace it. The third kind 1 have
seen is also repairable. According to Ed this is the wost
reliable. Each key is a self-contained unit and when you
take the top of a key off of this kind, you sse a ssall
horizontally shapad shaft that goes into a sealed unit,
This individual key unit can be replaced. Since it is a
sealed unit, the chances of dirt getting into the sechanisa
is greatly reduced, thus saking the keyboard very reliable.



THIS ¥ THAT

Found a couple of good buys...one on diskettes and the
othar on ribbons for the Sesini 10X end 8610°s. MKl
Electronics, 1555 Mest Lane Ave., Colusbus, OR 43221, Phone
b14-481-4417 has diskettes in lots of 100 for 29 cants sach,
plus 84 shipping for the first 100 and 83 for each 100
afterwards. Marty Seclay and 1 have both ordered and
receivad ours and they seea fine. This offer is good until
October 15, Oa Septesber 1%, I ordered & dozen ribbons at
$1.03 sach, plus $2.00 shipping per dozen. This is {ros
Midwastern Diskette Distribution Center, 1301 Claytea Road,
Creston, 1A $0801, phone 1-800-221-6332. The ribbon thay
have listed is the Okidata MLB2 which is the sase style
ritbon we use on the Geaini’s, When talking with the persoa
who took ay order, thay charge for credit cards, but if you
leave your ausber with thea and then send & personal check,
they will not use the cradit card and will aot hold your
chuck for the 15 days clesring sose places do and will send
your order isssdiately. ! received ay order by UPS on
Septasber 24, Both of these buys case froa the Septesber
Cosputer Shopper. Balisve ae, it dossn’t take long te pay
for your subscription to this sagazine by taking advantage
of their ads,

Read in Byte MNagazine whers the price on 1200-baud
sodeas will soon level off at shout 9100, since they have
reduced the nusber of chips necessary to sanufactura thea.
You can already see these prices in Cosputer Shopper, and 1
noticed a 2000-baud at the 350+ asark that used to be
custosary for the 1200-baud.

I noticed in one of our exchange nawslatters that Clint
Pulley was to have an updated version of c?9 avallable in
July or August. Did ANYDNE pay their dues on this one 8o
that they raceivad a post card notification. This is how
you keep up on snhancesents to fairware. If you pay, vyou
are notified and can send for it usually for only the cost
of the postage and mailer. It’s up to you guys on this ons.
1 got PRBASE 2.0 for you.

1 sas in a newsletter whore there is a progras {(with
sxasplas) that will take any extended basic straen and
convert it to T1 ARTIST foraat. It dossm’t say if it is
coamercial, public domain, or freeware, 1 will write and
find out.

1 received a call last sonth froa Mas Richardson, Vice
President of the Lexington, KY, group. Mes’ weife’s {faaily
lives in Bolon and they visit here quite often., [ was able
to put his in touch with Steve Weinkamer, and ue are now 1A
the process of trading prograss with this group. They have
a lot of FORTH and I received in today’s sail (Beptesber
22), 10 disks of FORTH with only 2 being duplicates of what
we already have. 1 have sent back sose Freswars they
requested, and we will probadbly have continuing sxchange
with this group. Hope that they mext tise thay visit, thay
will be able to tise it with one of the seetings of one of

our groups.
It wouldn't hurt to check this one out. Froa the

NMADMUE (Minnesota & MNorth Dakota Group) is a 2-liner about
disk drives for $8.00'!!, That is aot & typo...] said
$8.00. Thay ars available froa Softies in Ninasapolis, 8179
Nadicine Lake Road, Phons 393-9837, They are single sied
balf heights that have besn taken out of new systess aade by
Teak. (The article did say °*Teak®, but 1 think they
probably sesn *Tmac®.)

Thers are sose wutility prograss cosing for the Gras
Kracker. REDISKIT is a Dis/Fix 80 program written by James
Schrosder of Milwaukes. You load the progras using E/A §3,
ten prass C and instructions appear. You turn on GRAMS
1,2,3, enable bank #1, then turn off the loader. You put
yor saster disk in Jrive &1 and the copy disk in #2. It uil
forsat the copy disk and copy 1440 sectors in § minute, 23
seconds. (This came fros the Mid/Aserica 99 Users bGroup,
Nerrias, XS. There was no address for Wr. Schrosder, but I
think it may be FREEWARE.)} Anothar braa Kracker progras
sentionad lats you cresate a Dis-Var B0 file of the programs
you have stored in KE and then scrol)l through thea and
seinct the ons you want.

Boas anyone out there like to type in prograss. There
are 3 lot of good prograas in newsletters, sostly utilities,
] %have been doing sy hest to do this, but hava gotten
dehind. Typing in prograas has helped me gqain what little
progras knowledge 1 have sora than anything else I have
done, Give se a call if you are interested and I will pass
those newsletters on to you directly.

I+ you don’t recognize the mases Jack Kilby or Robert
Noyce, but do relate to Texas Instrussnts or Intel, you
should read a book entitled °The Chip® by 7. R. Reid.
These two sen inventsd tha sicrochip independently several
thousand ailes apart within sonths of sach ather. This is
their storiss, the 10-ysar patant battles and other
inforaation. The book is only & little over 200 pages and
quite inforsative.

Froa the April/May issus of News Nat $9er..ATRT has a
coapact flat (tone or pulss) phone that is color coordinated
with the black and silver console. Panasonic has one for
the beige Console. Also, MASTER PIECE is a swivel you set
under your sonitor. It will swivel right or left about 40
degrass. Five outlet plugs in the bdack with separate
switches in the front, plus a master switch,  Real
protection fros power surges, spikes and line noise. Static
protection, it has a grounded nassplate strip across the
front. You can hardly touch a switch without touching the
grounding strip.

Soas mora iteas picked up at the newsletter wditors’
seeting. You never know whan you possess information which
interssts others. I have been spraying ay fabric ribbons
with WD40 for about a year mow to rejuvanate thes. Others
had never haard of such a thing., Nary Secley has built
tbeyond ay abilities to descride) a hoae-sade reinker for

@.



his wide-carriage Epson cartridge using a stemp pad and
stanp pad ink, 1 just about double the life of ay ribbons
with this little spray job.

The ELECTRONICS SURPLUS stors downtown on Prospact will
be having a WAREMOUSE sale in the flats on October §, %, 10,
and 11, Mope this reaches you in tise. Call thes at
621-1052 for directions. Understand you tan really gat good
buys and fulfil your wildest electronic dreass at this sale.

Micro Conter in ColunbycOH also has diskettes for 29
conts apiece. Druce Young got 2500 sheets of eicro-pert
paper for $18.95, 100 diskettes for $29.00 and only $3.93
shipping on the whole order. They also have 3000 labals for

LIBRARY UPDATE

Just bacause you haven’t seen anything about new
prograas in the library, doesn’t mman there hasn’t been
anything going on this susaer. At this tise there are &
utility, & susic/graphic, 2 hoae/financial, 2 extendad basic
gases and 1 education disk out for cataloging.

Tha siddle of Septesber, I added the following FREEWARE
jteasi Ne updated DMF? to V.1.1. V.2.0 was to have
bean released in August which eliminates the need for “CALL
LINK® to call ia the routines. PRBASE 2.0 is in and ¥, 3.3
of Nass Transfer. Version 3.3 of Funlwriter

Three aore gases wers added to the disk of assesbly
ganes. .. SUZIARD, A aunch-san type gase, DECODR to code and

deccde sayings, phrases, etc., and BRAYELF to ba used uith
the Adventure sodule.

A track copyier for tha CORCONP card.

RMJ MAILING LIST which holds up to 900 namas and
sddreses. |

SN/LADELS ~ Prints labels 3 across,

COMBINE - An archiver progras. At i—

DCCPY - Coabines programs into one fils, but doms not
cosprass thea as sose archiving prograss do. AA L

DISX UTILITIES - A set of disk utilities to coapare
disks, print sectors, sector editor, etc., ste. AA L

DRAWFORTH - A drawing program in WYCOVE FORTH.  The
dirsctions for use nesd the speech synthesizer. [S

SECTOR - Buffers 70 sactors and transfers thea to the
RS232., Use to transfer FORTH. AA T

WYTER® - A terainal esulator with autosatic dial
provisions written in WYCOVE FORTH, AAT

A set of utilities for printing disk labels and disk
jackets. Also includes tutorials on using cassettes and
cassatte files. REL

99/CMC - A spreadsheet progras,
Adequate but slow. CCL

CALENDAR - Prints a variety of calendars {ncluding for
sonthly appointsents, yearly, but, saall, ete, CC L

» BUPER MAIL LIST - A sail list in assaably which holds

up to 190 nases, addresses and phone ausbers. DO

CREATIVE FILING SYSTEW - A database sanager reviswed
slsevhers in this newsletter. EE 2 F F

1n Extended Basic.

S

$11.95. Phone §-800-323,4438.

Nark NcCaulley reminded us that TRITON has Extended
Dasic for 929.00. There is a senu loader progras in the
library for prograss on tape. It will search the tape and
load it for you. There are about 300 aducational prograas
in our lidrary anc¢ this would be a2 very low-cost asthod of
using your TI for your children even if you gon’t have disk
drives, stc. Let your friends know who still have theirs
sitting in the closet. This say bring it out. |

NUSIC PREPROCESSOR - A susic utility progras in E/A as
a subroutine to be called fros an Extended Basic Prograa,
You can code dirsctly froa cossercial sheet asie. 661 H
RAG (DR MACRD) ASSEMBLER. Reviewsd in the July, 1986
issue of NICROpendius. Thers may he some bugs if you picked

this up at the August sesting and before the Septesber
sesting. There has been an update and Ar. bGreen sent via 3
round robin aathod a new copy to all who had ordersd. This

is real class to sand updates to people who have not paid.
80 if you use this one, PAY! T3 2. TJJ &
CATALDG COMMENTS DISK ENVELOPE DESIGNER., Print a disk
snvelope with coasents. Froa Trio+ Software, W
Thres disks of RLE graghics. LT mMmMm T NN L
TIBES - The bulletin board progras.
Those of you who are still using cassatles, please

resasber that aost of the prograss, especially ganes and
educational ones, will run on taps.
tapes of prograas 1 accusulated befors getting ay disk
drive. 1 will ba sore than happy to copy any off for the
Northcoast peopla who aight want soee, and I an sure the
librarians for the other groups will do the sase for their

peopla.
continue to use your machines,

In fact, | have 22

Ms want to sake it as sasy as possibie for you to

At this tise, it looks as though I will be unable to
continue as librarian after the end of the ysar. The job
has been sade sasisr by the people who volunteered to
catalog individually the various categories. This has been
and is a fun job. 1 have 4 or 3 contacts around the
country, plus the people 1 write to for fresware., The
aacunt of prograss which cosa in sses to cose in spurts, so
you would not be super busy all of the tise. ] would hope
that when slections coss sround in & couple of sonths, thers
will be sossone who will volunteer to be librarian for all 4

groups so that we can continue working together. [ am doing

sose work that will requirs I purchase an IBM cospatible
saching which sisply won’t leave encugh tise available in my
life for the naowsletter, library, job and another computer,
This newsletter is full of calls for help and your nitch
should fit in ona of thes.
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BASIC BASICS
WHAT’S IN A STRING?
By Toa Nellis, MNorthcoast 99ers

Hou many tisss have you ssen a statament sisilar to this.
10 As=* THIS 1§ A TEST®

The value of AS is now equal to whatever is in batween the
guotes. AS$ will reaain unchanged unless the progras or user
of the prograa alters its value.

The version of Basic Tl has provided with the 99/4A consale
has § cossands that allow you to sanipulate strings in a
variety of ways. These coasands are ASC, CHRS, LEN, POS,
RPTS$, SEGS, STRY, and VAL. Sose other versions of Basic
offer a few sore coasands, but these B will do the job
nicely,

The first four cosaands that we will examine are ABC, LEN,
POS and VAL, ¥hat you should notice about these four
cosaands is that the parfora soss type of function and
return 3 nuseric valuse. This is the raason their are no
*$* trailing these coaaands.

A sisple reviaw of these coasands follow:

ASC Returns the ASCII
character in the string.

character code for the ¢$irst

A$="THIS 1§ A TEST®

A=ASC (AS)

*A* will now wqual 84. The ASCII value of the letter °T%,
"T* {s the first charactet in the string AS,

LEN Raturns the total nuaber of characters in  the
string.

As="THIS I8 & TEST"
AsLEN{AS)

*A* will now squal 14. The total nusber of characters in
the string "As°.

POS Returns the position of the string you are 1ooking
for,

AS="THIS 1§ A TEST*

A=POS{AS,"15°%,1)

*A* will squal 3. This nusber is the starting place of the
$irst occurrenca of *18°,

A=P0S (RS, *15°,4)
A" will now be equal to 6. The nusber 4 in the above

exasple indicates the starting position in the string where
the coaputer will be looking for *I8°,

VAL This is used to convart a string value to a nuaeric
value.

At=*12345"
A=VAL (AS)

*A* is now equal to 1234%5. You can now perfora calculations
on *A%,

The next four cossands return a string value. This is the
reason for the °$°,

CHRS This

character.

is used to convert a nusber to an ASLII

I=43

Be=CHRE(Y)

PRINT B¢

B$ now squals "A°'. The ASCII value of the letter *A° i3
63,

RPTS This comsand sust have a use but I haven’t bhad to
use it yet.

Be="TESTING *
Ce=RPT$(Bs,3)
PRINT C$

"TESTING TESTING TESTING ° should be the answer. The

nusber I indicates how sany repetitions of the BS you would
like.

SEGS This comsand is used to disect a string, You spacify
the string *A$*, the position in the string you want te
start at "&" and how aany characters you want *2°,

A$=*THIS 15 A TEST®

Bs=SEGS (AS,5,2)

PRINT BS

*18* is the answer. Tha word °15°
position and is 2 characters long.

starts in the b&th

STRS This cossand is the opposite of the VAL cosaand. It
will convert a nuseric constant or variable to a string
value.

X=43
AS=STR$ {X)
PRINT A$

*45° is the answer. You cannct perfors any type of arith-
aatic on it.

[ hope that I have shed a little light on these coasands
when it coees to using functions. In the next article ]
will show you how these cossands are used in a progras.

Q
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PREAGE VERSION 2.0

The follosing is a review of PRBASE 2.0 by Joe Muvolini of
the Front Ranger, August 86. [ have intersparsad cossants
about probless I encountered in using this progras on & TEST
basis with Creative Filing Systea. My cossents will be
enclosed with {), Deanna Sheridan, Worthfoast Pers

Version 2.0 of Nilliaa Warren’s PRDASE supports double
sided operations and will hold 710 records. The sajor
changes are in the CREATE portion of the progras. In ey
original review, 1 was critical of this portion, but Bill
has sade the use of it such siapler. Upon selection of this
area, you encounter a seny with eight elections.

Option 1 is Select Data Drive. With this optios you
can sskes drives 1-5 your data drive. Option 2 allows you
to forsat a data disk as either single or double sided.
(This option allows for CorCosp or TI Disk Controller. Each
tise 1 would try to initialize a double-sided diskette, it
would verity to the 338 sark and then stop with an error
sessage. After several attespts and several different
diskettes used, ! left the progras, initialized the diskette
with the TI Diskt MNanager; went back to PRBASE and had it
initislize agais and it worked. Your dats disk MNUST be
initialized by the PRBASE progras in order for PRBASE to
read it.)

Dption 3 is the Design Data Scrasen. When done, you can
print out the data scresn to help design labels and reports.
(This is necessary if you have a lot of data +fields to
resasber!. At the end of this option, you input the data
disk nase and your ocutput device, for se P10/1. (1 had not
read this revisw bafore using PRBASE and it would have saved
se about 24 hours of frustration. It would not accept just
*p10°, or "PI0.LF" and "PIO.CR® printed evarything on top of
the other. Finally I resorted to the RS232 manual and tried
"P10.EC* which also worked for ay beaini 8D10. There was no
hint of this nonstandard way of opening the printer ¢ile in
the instructions).

The next option is design Tabular Reports. You can
design 3 reports which can be REDONE if not satisfactory.
After you seslact the report nusber, you can salect B0 or
132-coluan forsats, the nusber of lines in the report, and
ths report title, Mext, you enter in ASCII the control
codes you want, up to 6. I used 13 27 78 10 ta qet
condensed print and sip over perf. After the contral
codes,you reach a screen titlad Report Forsat screen. At
the bottos you enter the Log Device, again PID/! for me, and
can print this screen i you wish. The next acresn, titled
Design Tabular Report is whers you actually design the
report. The #irst 16 ¢islds are autosstically hers, and you
aust aove thea around, delste sose and add others. You asust
anter the screen location, nusher of characters, report
ling, and coluan position for aach itea in tha report.
(This is whers you usa tha printout of your data sctreen to
¢ind out the position of your coluans and the nusber of
characters they use. | found this section very involved and
giféicult to understand.) When finished with the layout, you
prass-FCTN &, PROCEED, and the data fields are initialized.
The aext screen is titled Enter Coluan Header. It shows the
starting position of each field in the report with a claret
{ 1 s’ you kaos whera to place youwr headings. Whan finished
labeling, press enter and the report forsat is saved on the

data disk. To change it, go through the process again and
sake the desired changes. the heading titles sust also

be changed or the clarets will reappesr with the letter that
belongs there. (This sakes 8 nice-looking raport except for
the page titla. Also, it does not reprint the column
headings at the top of a new page. It is a shame that after
s0 such work, you do not have a truly professionsl-looking
raport. Perhaps that will cose in 3.0),

Busber § aliows you to design mailing labels. It is
quite siailar to the raeport design optioa, but shorter.
Nere you cheoss the susber of limes and sst the locations
for the data. Than the data fislds are initialized and ths
torsat is saved. Again, you can return and change it if you
1ike, (1 did not test this area asd have no cosamts)

Gption & is used to sat printer coatrol codes. You can
set five sets of control codes up to six ASCI1 characters
Jong. You select a nuaber between 1 and 3, enter the taxt
for the code,e.g., condensad print, and then enter tha code,
for sa 15. You then have the option of saving it to disk.
These are accessad through the C comsand fin the data
ssnageamt part of the prograa.

Dption 7 is Setup Optioas. Here you can sst the data
disk naae, printer nane, single or double-sided disk, and
set the left and right tabs for 2-across labels. A zero for
the right tab will print single labels. The saae caution
sbout entering your printer nase applies hers that was
asntioned in Optioa J. -

Finally, option B8 is exit.

There ars only a feu changes on the amsnagesent side.
The ¢irst is that if you can’t ressaber the nase of your
data disk, you can enter B8KXx?, x being the drive your data
disk is in, and it will raad the data regardless of the
disknase. (After initializing your disk with PRBASE, you
cannot read it or catalog it fros Disk Manager, so there is
a0 way of $inding out the name if you forget it.) If you
enter N fros the senu for record nusber, the kighest record
nusber will appaar as & default value. When Editing you a0
longer have toc keep pressing enter to gat the cursor through
the entire scresn. When you are done editing, Jjust enter
FCTN &, PROCEED, and the edited record will be saved to
#isk.

Thare is a selective search, which you resach by
entering Y at the prompt in the Options arsa. Hers you can
index by naas, for sxample, and a string in another {ield,
let's say 80917 under a 2ip code field. After indexing and
sorting, you can print out alphabetically all nases with zip
code 80917, (This is a great {featurs and you can make
subreports to your hearts content).

- Yhere is a set of PRBASE UTILITIES written by Jobn A.
Johnson. They contain a senu with the foclloming options:
Copy Database Header (sactors 1-9), Copy a Group of Records,
Copy 2 Singla Record, Search and Select Records, Sort and
Rewrite to Copy, Configure Drivas, and £xit Program., Most
are self-explamatory and are coversd in tha DOCS that coas
with the progras. These utilities and DOCS are now included
on the PRBASE disk.

Bill has really outdons hiaself this tise, 1 would
have to upgrade sy raport card asrk for sase of operation to
on A and final grade to A+, (] would not disagree with this
AFTER you lears how to use it. Howaver, either [ am wvery
duab or the DOCS were not as explicit as they could be since
it took se several hours to get a sisple database set up
with a sasple report printad. WNow ] can zip through one,
but the learning tise was frustrating. This is in the

Club’s library or write to Bill Warren, 2373 Ironton St.,
hurera, €0 $0010.)




CREATIVE FILING SYSTEN
By Deanna Sheridan - NorthCoast ¥9ers

Most of us have read raviews or heard of PRBASE as the
best fraeware database systes available for the TI. About
the tise ] receivad V.2.0 of PRBASE, I received a flyer fros
Mark Beck of Jacksonville, AR concerning Creative Filing
Systes alsc a Fraewars progras. Because it would do museric
calculations, ] sant for it on behalé of the club. As with
any progras, ons aay suit your needs bstter than the aother,
but [ believe Mr. Deck’s prograa is worthy of your
consideration if you nesd a good database. It is too bad
these tuo gentiemsen can’t get together with the bast parts
of their prograss to cose up with one super database,

PRBASE 2.0 i reviswed elsevhers with notations by e
of probless ! encountersd while using it. PRBASE is written
entirely in Assasbly, while sost of Creativa Filing is In
Extended Basic. Thus, you will find it a little slower and
g little less flaxible, but very respectible and VERY sasy
to sat up and use.

Before starting to use the progras, initialize a disk
with the name CFE_DATA. Than you are ready to use the
CREATE function., You are allowed 14 fields of 14 characters
sach. Howevar, 2 or sore $islds can be cosbinad for 28
characters, 52, etc. Dut this will reduce the nusber of
fislds you have available. This database will handle
ausaric calculaticns both horizontally and vertically on the
jast 2 coluans of a file. A demo progras is included which
ghows how it is done, and it is quite impressive. Graphs
can be sade oa this data also in the GRAPH aption.

The DISPLAY function aliows you to view an entire ¢ils,
fron recordd to record 8, any letter to any letter on a
sorted field, or selected records.

The APPEND festure is where you acd records to a file.
Enter STOP at the first line of a record to leave this area
and update your inforsation,

SEARCH allows you to search an entire file on a1 single
condition or sultiple conditions., Logical operators are
used when searching on sultiple conditions...AND is both are
to be aet, OR if either is aet, NOT for one condition and
NOT the other. Sub files can be created on these sesrchas

o S —— ———— -
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BY JIN MEXEEL, NORTHCORST 99ERS

l can haar the coasents now...*act ancther article
asbout a quiet fan'® But with all the talk of ssodifying the
unit to reduce the fan noise, it s isportant that wm
consider how the cooling is achievad in tha PE box.

Let us think for a scsent of the path that the cooling
air takes in the PE box. Since the fan expells the sir out
of the box, that ssans that this is a negative prassure
systes. The outside air will be drawn into every hole, slat
or other opening to sake up the expalled air. The intended
air flow for the card rack is for the air to enter the reur
slots,* pass over the cards, enter tha front panel
coapartaent through the front card slots, and then pass
thraugh the power supply cosparteent defore being exhausted

and alecst unlimited variations of ways to print can ba
obtained.

CHANGE is the editing function and is one of the Jeast
coavenisnt aspects of the progras,
data is saved in the APPEND section, you are given a chance
to look over your data and aske corrections at that time.

BORT up to 1000 racords on § or 2 fields. (You would
create a subfile in the SEARCH area and then SORT it here on
the tisld you wished for your report) The only problea with
this ssthod is that you can soon fill up a disk or disks
with SUBFILES of a databass.

RAPK displays totals (nuseric data) of a file on a
sonth-by-sonth basis. & deao progras is included which
shows how this is done. This progras also supports

Foundation's 128K card. The Utility progras includes field

repair, saving files in DV/B0 format to Ti-Writer, create a
value files of neses and addresses to be used with tha
sdil-serge of Ti-Weiter, printing a file and transferring
files froa the 128X card to disk.

The REPORT progras is VERY EASY. In contrast to PRBASE
which took as a full 24 hours to get a saaple database in
and printed, ! had a page full and printed out with this
prograa in less than an hour. It also doss professional
-jooking headings. Mnd since it is written in Extended
Basic, it only took a faw ainor changes to sake it print the
headings and page nusbers at the top of each pags.

Even though soaswhat slower than PRBASE and not quite

"as sophisticated in its operation, this database has a lot

going for it. [ tested thix with PRBABE with exactly the
sase setup and forsat. With PRDASE it was sasier to imput
ay inforsation, eake corrections, sort (Because the sort
stayed in sesory without creating snother file. The actual
sorting is about the sase in either progras.) Mowever, CFS
prints a micer looking report and also handles nuserical
calculations. I did not try this as | was trying to coapare
sase of operations with PRBASE. MHowsver, the sasple f{ile
included shows step by step what to do. Tha DOCS on this
one are very claar and siaple to wnderstand.

You should give it consideration whan looking for 3 flexible
database. It is in our library or contact Mark Beck, 1éb
Belavare Circle, Jacksonville, AR 72074.
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by the fan. The path for the disk drive coapartasnt is oaly
through the driva door, sxiting through the cable hole into
the card rack coapirteent.

Sose of the aethods for reducing the fan noise has been
to reduce the fan’s spead or to install a nes fan possibly
with a lowar airflow voluse. Since this esans that there
would be less cooling in the PE box, it is possible that the
cards and drive could overhsat.

Suggestions by Martin Ssoley are to:r (1) {sprove the
airflow around the cards installed in the rack by bloacking
the rear slots (using electrical tape) where there are espty

Howaver, bafors your -

N

card slots, (2) isprove the airflow through the éisk drive R:sa\

cospartaent by drilling a series of holas beneath the drive
cosparteent and in the wall between the drive cosparteent
and the card rack coapartaent,

Next soath - WY solution to the noisy fan,




ene-color publication wsplit among 3 cCoaputers., The
price/value cosparison is obvious. M. Kaplan is not even
Close to being cospetitively priced. Is this his wiy of
ridding hisself of a quarter sillion dollar cbligation at
ainisal cost?

Asong the basis of the cosplaint with the pustal
suthorities is the large musber of sudscribers who requasted
refunds BEFORE and after MCM folded. MNone sver got so auch
a8 & postcard acinowledgesent. MNany of the requests wers
sont registered aail.

Those who did opt te raceive HCJ, thought that if they
were owad & issuss of HCN, they would get 4 jssuss of HCJ -
sot true, their copy case with a fors lstter inforaing thee
that the one issus received was the last one they would get
ualess they wsubscribed to WCJ. Gary Kaplam can get dmay
with this breach of contract decauss technically it is 2
ditferent coapany ssking the cffer’

Being a shifty runner has been Kaplan's style - selling
oné tyse of segazine, delivering another, erratic and
snpradictable delivery, promising a special publication with
411 the advertising that was not in WCM and delivering that
very seldoa. Packing the sagazine itself with advartising
for his own products, including about 251 of the fina) issue
45 3 pitch for a new aagazine (as sentioned, he ripped of
those foolish encugh to subscribe).

OK, what acticn shall we take? If you wers a subscriber
and Rave not yet desanded & cash rafund for the resainder of
your subscription, do so nmow by certfied mail, returs
receipt. Whan the receipt coses in, send a photocopy of
your desand and receipt to Jeff Guide, Disk Bnly Softwars,
P.0. Box 4170, Rockville, ND 20850. The sore svidenca Jefé
Can present to the postaaster, the sore weight the coaplaint
will carry, Kaplan sxpects to win dy default - who is going
to to sus over $23.00,

In addition, send a latter of cosplaint and a duplicate
set of photocopies tor DBistrict Attoraay, Consuser
Relations, 400 Lane County Courthouse, Eugens, ORegon,
(J03/687-4261). As the amovie said, let’s let hia know

_ “Ne’ve bad snough and aren’t going to take it ay aors!®,
S0 please take action NOW!

!

”»

BY ART DYERS - CALL SOUMDS - SEPT. Bé

- Lad by Jeff Guide, of Bisk Only Softwsre, cosputer
ouners {sany different brands) across the aation are banding
together in a fraud complaint with the postal asthorities ia
#n attespt to bring the ripoté artists ot Noss Coaputer
Ragazing to justice.

Defore going further, lat’s do a dittle bit of aath.
WCN’s last advertised price was $25.00 for 10 issues of the
sagazine and $49.93 for 10 satching disks. Btatistically,
ot any one tiss, the average nuaber of sagazines owed by a
publication that has been on-going for some tise, is 301 of
d year’s subscription. In this case, $12,50 for sagazines,
$25.00 for disks, or a total of $37,%0. However, not avery
subscribar ordered the disks, so we will take a sore
reasonable figure of $25.00 total. Multiply this by 10,000
subscribers (3 very conservative estisate) and you have
$250,000. That is what is involved in MCN's refusal to
coaplate the subsceiptions owed. To use a cliche - That
an’t Hay!!! We are not counting the sany people who
subscribed to the new cosputer/aidi music asgazine and only
got OME imsue. With this kind of money involved, the
Justification of the cosplaint is obvious.

In additicn to the affort via postal authorities, the
district attorney of Eugene Oragon has received wufficient
cosplaints to enable the office to initiats an investigation
of Essrald Valley Publishing and its ownars.

Nr. Gary Ksplan, ownar of HCM, for reasons unknown,
has sade an offer to sose, but not all, of the HCM
subscribers - that they raceived the sxpensive Hose Coaputar
Journal (623,00 an issus including a disk), iy fully half
of the subscribers never got this offer is the unknown,

As a side point, let’s look at the cospetitive market.
At B Dalton Booksellers, there ars several sagazines on sale
with progras disks included. Thess are specialty sagarines,
That is, they ars devoted solely to one Coaputer such as
IM, Color Cosputer, etc. The IBN aagazina, in full color,
was priced at about $18.00 and the Atari, also a slick
asgazine in color with disk, at about $12.00. HCJ is a

SLOWING FAST DM-1000 V3. SBLARKS disketts. You'll have conly the one file, "W6RI" on
By Louis Buion the disketta, |

Fron News Net 9er, April/May, 1984

The nawest wversion of DISK  MANAGER 1000,
(DN1000,V.3.1), sutiers froa the praviously known defect of
having any key which depressed and held for only a2 soasnt
running awdy and repeating saveral tiess. You can §ix it

d sat the repeat action as fast or slow as you mant. You
ist have & single-sectoring progras 1ike DISKD or DISK+AID.
Copy the file "Ngr1® of DMIOOO to & SNEWLY SINITIALIZEDS,

»

Load, DISK+AID OR BISKD and either go to SECTOR )34 or
have the prograa ssarch for the ¥EX sgring of....... 04 03
16 F9 03 80 00 A0 FF 00 CO 1D, The imgortant bytes are #'s
42 and 43 which are the ...0080,..in the string abovs.
Y00 A0 is 160, decisal. It can Do written as 1404 for
sisplicity, You want to change this 180d, or Y00 A0 to
another value to slon down the repeat key. The range of
acceptable values will fall between 160d to 20000 or hey
values Y0080 to 0700,



T 13 CALL LOAD{B194,683,232)

i

hﬂdl

Iul

S
Sl
&
-y r ¥ ' F X 1 ¥ 5 F - B _ R 1 K _ N

1 'VDP UTILITY BY JOWN DEWNK | 32718 CALL LOAD(9508,2
E, CHICAGD, USA | 70
vmmuwmmnnﬁhd
ASiC PROGRAM IN XB EVEN IF C § ——-

EER SETS 13 & 14 HAVE BEEN U | 32719 CALL LBIDIVSSb
3

24,3
ﬁonfgmoahaw:

i, 351

110 USE:!. SELECT XB. 2. 1
F REQUIRED, US CALL FILES(1)
AND NEW, S.LOAD TI DASIC PR

i zis.n,sz,& 1411

---—-l-l----“-'-'-'-"---'-‘---—-—-““-"“““-—--“-

- r s rr it @ §°t & 1 4 3 r & 1 L L 1 I & I L 1 . I ----.--------------------"-

| 32714 SUB VDPUTIL2

32715 CALL CLEAR 3 CALL INI

N |

}

------ A A A B e O ‘
716 CALL LDAD{146360,80 !

R L 5
!

2,2.1.0,1,4,3,2,3

| 8188, 172,32 131 8 &3§’§;'5
308, 150 $0'2'34)2

i ------“-—-“-“---------*-

) 32720 CALL LDﬁDl?Sbe 51?7 12

cesecasaseccocenamaaneeces | 32727 CALL LOAD(9518,200,5, 1
| 0.2 1L BASIC PROGRAN FITS IN | | 3,24 0192,192, 48,5 129,43

I ------ “------“--" - l

- 32726 CALL LOAD(9708,37,18,2 | ceem-memvommnnmnnmnsmasansn
2&2‘192&‘ 37.0 21,372

Sy ihd

U?ﬁ#gil#: HERGE THIS PROGRAM i 09, 3‘135i 15133615,13! b 32725 CﬁLL Lnﬁ3197‘05 ) ig ! ;i;;;';aiiii-'---""-"--‘-
| o SR | o
T L IOy | T LT T | 305 L LI PO 20
3 THIE T LT 18 VT £ L0 1 e b,184,192,52, 131, 7 s |
§ CALL VEPUTIL? T D e | S0 SBEND

-y T x & - N . K I % 1 B 1 N L ) —-_ige e S EEGEE W A el -

20,3
!iila.inll' _

o
2

312724 I:ll.l. umwm 200,32
131,74,37 $1.18. 3}
19:2.3, o.zl

12725 CALL LOAD(9580,4,192.1 | 32735 A2$a8E6S(AS, [+1,1)
!2.53i i}2.32 1231 %) 3 2\

| 3

ol A - A N - sl A O N . e e e

52127 CALL LOAD{9726.4,192,2 !
I. 61315124.2,124. 131,

delememmceaseaecncanmmeesee | 32740 REXT I

32130 anL Lﬂﬁﬂill",:? lo" I A S - - D A

W A o ol ) e e A A A A UL L l 327‘5 Elm
32731 SUBEND

t 32723 CALL LDAD{(9636,2,224,3 | 32732 SUBCHAR(A,A$) 11 LsLEN{

RO I kT R
! 32733 illlll!PTt('o' li-L)

{ 32734 FOR I=1 TO 14 STEP 2

I A - A A A O R A 4 S B i O

184, 32,1
i 32733 A18=SthS(AS,],1)

- i A e i i o el e A A el N O - - 1

&1 32737 IF AISC1" THEN AlsVAL
: é’i:ltlb ELSE Afs(ASC(ALS)-S

1 75 37

{ 1 Y2738 IF A26<*:® THEN AfsAl+
35. i glmmm AlsA{+ASC (A28) -
32739 CALL LINK(*POKEV®, 767+
1,220, 8 | BsA+(141)/2,A1)

' -l e e e Al i o Al ol -

1,32,

l A SR T - A i e e el S e s el e ol A o e

AE e ay S BN AN wpep ke SR pe S B e W CE e s NS W - il ae il B el e W e WA B W e e ey e - EE uivaly el ol A

vy e il il e A e O A o O U S - e o A A I A I - o o - R O A A N I A A A - - L1 1 1 --------.-“- A A A N I A A I s e i A A A - A N A A o e e - A O G N O N

SUPER EXTENDED BASIC...WHAT I8 IT?
By Dave Talan (Northcoast $9er’s)

8IB or Super Extended Basic was introducad to the TI WNerld
in 1983, WOW..that long aga' Tha program was written by
Jases B. Hollsnder, now out of the 711 business. The
purpose of SXB was to fill the gaps between extanded basic,
and the terrible sonster: Asseably Language. The progras
fi11ad the qap all right, with over soas 100 THS9900
subroutines which could sxpand your capabjlities, and make
life a little easier.

To sake life even sore easier, J and KH Software printed a
sonthly nawslatter, to further provide programing tips, and
new developaents for 5XB, SKBrief, the nase of the
newusletter, was supposed to SPREAD the news of how great the
prograas was, apparently noc one thought it sas so great,
Anysay, SXB did have sose things worth sentioning. Like
axcellent BData Base, String Array, and VDP subroutines.
Also, it did fill the so-called BAP batwesn mxtended basic
and assesbly language, but it failad to mest the needs of

9%ers at that tiae, where the search for software was so
isportant.

§XB claised the be the WLTIMATE prograssing tool for
axtefided basit programsers. Through countless CALL LINK
statesents, SIB atteapted to amake life sasisr by SMHIBN,
thats the cossand to convert readable hexadecimal to
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binary(2i1 ratio). Pratty useful WU!!''! Especially for XD
progassers. bGea, 1 use that alsost every day. Here's
another cossand, SANCOD. Yep you guessed it, that’s the
coaaand to encode fencrypt) a string array according to your
password.

WON, that will come in handy for protecting sy prograa. All
I have to do is this one comsand and ay prograss protected.
You're probahly thinking “WHAT!® I think any DIN-NIT could
get by that protection schese...Just list the progras! 1'll
just CALL LINK this, and I'll CALL LINK that and
razza-aa-tazz, here's ay IB progras. I think that was the
authors idea of how SXB was supposed to work. 1 think that
aftter reading the eanual you would forget all but one
cosaand: CALL LINK! As to being °The Ultisate Programaing
Tool for Extended Basic Owners,”® that question is still up
for dabate. Tha f{fact of the satter was that SXB gave you
the tools, but failed on how to tell you how to use thes.
Its like ths father who told his 3 year old son..."Here’s
soae pencil ané paper, now write az a best seller.® [ just
don’t think it works that way.

fnough said. The point is that SXB was a prograa ahead of
its tiae for the 71, When all other coaputers were

daveloping prograssing languages(s good exasple is SINON SEI €

for the C-54) the YI was still in nead of the
softuare!

aost basic

For sore details call Dave Talan at {216)/333-3829.
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THE CARE AND FEEDING OF DISXS AND PISK PRIVES
FRON BAYOU BITEE - JULY, 1984 VIR MADNUG, AUGUST 84

By JRS listed below are & fex facts and coason senss

P> itess requrding disks and disk drives. Soee you say have

thought of yousalf, some you say have lssrned the hard way,
and soae ady be asw to you. |

A, 1f you don’t have a disk in your drive, don’t close
the door or latch. This can ceuse the read heads (if
double-sided drive) to possibly chip, which in turn could
cause your favorite disk to be waten {or scratched or
destroyed). The same is true of single-sided drives. The
falt pad that rasts against the érive head con scratech the
head leading to possible diskette dasage. Wher not in use,
leave the drive door open. However, if you are transporting
tha systea, be surs to insert an old diskette or the
original cardboard insert shipped with the drive and close

the door. This will reduce the Jikelihood of dasage to the

heads.

B. Be caraful when inserting the disketts into the
dgrive. Be certain the disk is fully inserted. Atteapting
toclose the door with the disk partially inserted can aash
the disk, causing loss of data or errors in reading.
Disketes with the hubrings can help center the disk properly
as the door is closed. Never force the door closed.
Sosething is wrong (you never had to force it befors, did
you?). Net only can forcing the door closed dasage tha
diskette, it can also break the disk driva.

C. The quality of diskette is daterained by asany
factors, but one of the sost iaportant is the size of the
satal oxide chips on the diskette coating. The finer thess
chips, the greater sensitivity, the lower the “noise”® level,
and the sacothar the surface (less head wear). Other
isportant {actors to consider are the binder saterial (the
stufs that holds tha setalonide coating to the diskette),
the quality of the lining material in the jacket, and the
evenness of the lubricating coating fagain, less head waar).
High quality diskette does not necessarily asan high price.
Thare are sany najl order outlets selling quality diskettes
for 30X or so less than nise brand prices. However, avoid
"cheap® diskettes, I won’t sention any brand nasas, but if
you don’t know anything about disketes, ask others shat they
have used and which types have proven to be high gquality,
but still good buys.

[OOQOQOOOOOOOOOOOMOO0]]
] LOW-COST PRINTER FOR SALE®!' {
| )
) STAR STI-B0 PRINTER {
] This printer is coapatible with all |
[ existing software! It will turn your )

) systea into a PRINT SHOP! {
{ )
1 2> Printer w/softwars 499,00 ((( {
{ ]
]  FOR NORE DETAILS CONTACT: [
. ] DAVE TALAN {
] 1216) 7333-582% {
[OOOQOOOOOOOOOOOONOO0]

B. OFf course, you know that diskettes and aagnets
don’t aix, but have you comsiderad tha many sources of
sagnetic +fialds that exist around your coaputer arsa? Soae
sf the overlooked sources of sagnetic fields include the
talaphone, calculators, the TV or sonitor, aven the vacuan
cleaner (all high current asotors have a strong nmagnetic
fisld). Don’t forget all the sagnets (obvious and not so
obvious), including those cute little sagnetic seso holders,
your °“stick on" LB antenna, scissors, or any stesl tools,
screwdrivers, pliers, etc. (You'll be surprised how many of
your hand tools have bacoas sagnetized.)

E. 1f you have been getting garbage or sassed up data
fros tise to tiss for no obvious reason, the culpret could
be your sonitor (or TV}, Sose units generate snough RF
(radio frequency) interference to disrupt the disk drive
logic or the data on tha diskette. Does your soniter sit on
top of your PEB? (Mine used to, but 1 soved it for a
different reason - the PEB powsr supply transorasr was
sessing up the color on sy asonitor.) Mant to check for
sources of RF interference? You probably have the tast gear
in your hoae - 2 saall portable AM radio! Tune the radio to
an eapty part of the band (no station broadcasting) and run
the radio around the cosputer and aeonitor, Listen for
static and noise. Any place thars is loud static or noise
is a high source of RF. Take note of these locations and
don’t place or store your diskettes in these ares. (While
you are exploring, place your little hand-held calculator
next to tha radic and perfora soms math routines. You'll
"hear" the calculator thinking' These signals are toc weak
to hara your disks, so you don’t need to worry.

F. Another source of garbage is aisalighed dist drive
heads. Trouble reading tha data on a diskette used in aore
tan one disk drive is a syaptos of alighaent probleas. The
data is red DK in one drive, but when soved to ancthar
drive, probleas occur. You'll have to do additional
chacking to deteraine which drive has the problea. If you
have & diskette that has a coesercial progras an it {any
"store bought® progras) use it to see which drive is not
reading correctly. In all likelihood, that will be the
drive with the alighnasnt prodlea.

Most of what has been said can apply equally to
cassette tapes. In either case, use good judgsent and
cosson senss and you'll have very ¢ew data probless.

SESSSESEERROSRNRERERLRANSILELLLINNLY

s FOR SALE :
t t
' GEMINI 108 WITH CABLE ¢
t t
' $100. 00 '
' '
! PHONE 256-1316 AFTER S ¢
' $
' DR ANYTINE ON WEEXENDS 8
s '
$38L8830828308R89888E8R88R4R88880001

//
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Originally froa HOCUS, the newsletter of the Nilwaukee Area

93/4h User Group, via BAYOU BYTE, April, 1989,
TIDINGS, JUNE, 1984

s BIT,’
dbout your computer,

and SHOALS

BIT: Describes cosputers as in *Our cosputer does gquite
B00T: What your friends do to you when you brag

BUb: What your ayes do after staring at the screen too

long.

CHIPS: Used to insert into your DIP wmhile working at

your coaputer.

COPY: What you do at school after playing PARSEC all

night.,

CURSOR: What you become after your cosputer breaks

DISK: What slipds in your back after hours of sitting

at 3 cosputer,

DUNP: Whare all your other hobbies go after buying a
coaputer.

ERROR: Made when you walked into a cosputer store *just
to look®.

EXPANSION SYSTEM: The rooa you add to your house for
your coaputer.

FLOPPY: The condition of a user’s suscles after awhile.

HARDNARE: Rakes, wmcwars and other things not touched
al]l susser,

MENU: What you’ll never ses becausa now you’re tco poor
to go out. |

PROGRAN: What you used to watch on TV befors your
coaputer was hooked to it.

RAN: What you do to your cosputer when it stops
working.

RETURN: What you do to your cosputer when RAN dossn’t
work.

WINDOM: ®hat you throw your cosputer through whem you
can't RETURN it.

L - . - " - T

UNEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION ONLY#H

—. 32nd se the next 12 issuss of the CLEVELAND AREA 99/4 USER SROUPS MEWSLETTER. I aa enclosing a chack or soney order for

$89.00, PLEASE PRINT

Nane Mail to: T1 User Groups Newsletter

Address C/0 Frank Jenkins, 19809 Gladstone Rd, Claveland, OH 44122

City, Btate IIP ______ This subscription is nat necessary for fully-paid sasbers of the User
éroups. :

— 3end 28 2 sesbership fora for the following group:___Solons ___ TI Chipss __ Goldes Crescent: _ Northcoast
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CLEVELAND AREA 99/4A USERS GROUPS

F.0. BOX 23283
EUCLID, OHIO 44120

CHECK YOUR EXFIRATION DATE.
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