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COPY-PROTECTION FIRM BUCCUNDS TO OWN SOFTMARE

In a bizarre tuist, & software fira whose business
sandats was to develop copy-protaction prograas for software
publishars has filed for bankruptcy in MNocopy, CA. The
cospany, nased Try To Copy This, You Slise' Inc, set out to
produce a foolproof progras of the sase name; fronically,
the developers succesded toc well.

dhen the fire’s production departaent atteapted to
duplicate tha prograa for custoasr orders, the cospany’s
sainfrase coaputer responded, °‘sha--caught you!'! Now take
this, you sleazy ball of pond scua'® Hidden woras in Try To
Copy This, you Slise! then procesded to wipe out all the
fira’s bard-disk-based accounting 4data, including the
Swiss-bank-account data of the coapany's founders. It next
generated longhand, latter-quality love letters froa the
president to his sacrstary, and effectsd an autosatic
sailing of the letters to the prasident’s wite. Finally, it
causad the coapany’s $400,000 VAX sainfrase to catch fire.
Besoaned the ¢ira’s president in an interview in divorce
court, "It works."

The praceding fictional account is reprinted with

peraission from an article called "Travisties®, written by
Bill Travis for the June, 1963, issus of Personal
Eagineering aad Instrupenteticn News, edited and published
by Paul 6. Schraier (417) 949-7274, and is our salute to
the month of April, cossonly known 28......

1TOR 1

A reainder to the group presidents that their
EXECUTIVE NOTES should ba to Deanna the Wednesday DEFORE
the 4th Saturday of the sonth, so that they can be typed by
the editors seeting in order for space to be alliocated for
the various articles.

Please oaake special note that BOTH Ti-Chips and
MorthCoast will be seeting a week sarlier thah norsal
because of conflicts at their raspective nesting sites,

The such-publicized TI-FAIRE in Chicago last fall Mas
spawnad several others, in LA, New Jersey, and Doston. The
LA Faire was the ¢irst of March. It takes tiese for reports
to filtar out through the newsletters, but the Thalners of
Edu-Cosp downloaded sose conversations froa Coapuserve
concerning announcesents aade by Craig Biller of Nillers
graphics for new accessories for the TI. One is 3 keyboard
interface card which allows you to hook up any IBN L or
IBN XIT keyboard to the 4/A which will allow you to have
trus separste cursor contro]l keys, function kays and a
10-keyboard pad. You will be able to asove the Ekeyboard
around without worrying about the flex cable faterface,
power cable, cassette cable and video cable connactions.
It works with all software, firssars and hardware. It also
adds a keystroke buffer.

Also announced was a sasrt programsable keyboard (via
additional plug-in  chips) which allows cosplets
progranazhility of any key(s) on the keyboard' You can
prograa any key to be any other key or any series of
keystrokes (up to 32,000 keystrokes). This will allow you
to have MACROS and/or BATCH FILES for TI-Uriter, Multiplan,




 Extended Bamic, Editor/mssesbler and AL your other
favorite softuars. You will be able to preprograa Extended
Basic KEYWORDS, such as CALL CLEAR or DISPLAY AT, isto
SINGLE Gkeystrokes. The keystroks sssory (3X) is dattery
Sacked up 30 you will aat bave to load yeur spacial key
" definitions each tine you wee your computer.

It sstes too good to be trus to have emhancessnts such
as thess coaing on the hesls of the alrsady-fabled
Graskraker. Dt Craig Miller has besn trus to his word and
not snnsusced products he camact deliver,

Jia Nekesl of NorthCoast has offersd 10 be aa “answer
aan® (¢ anyose has encoustersd a prograsaing, seftware,
hardware, probles, etc. If you will coatact Me through

the P.0. Dox listed om the back of this nawsletter, he

will try to answer your quastion, or find sossoss slse who
can, and publish Dotk the quastion and the antwer in the
seuslotter. This scunds like a good fdea to get socee
dialog going. Newsver trivial you think yosr problea is,
{t say be mxactly what is troubling soasone else. Bo don’t
hasitate to take advantage of this offer,

Thers was an ad in the March Cogouter Shopper for 32X

cards for the expansion box for €49.73, produced Dby
MULTICOM and sold by Rocky Moustaia Micre, P.0. Box 1493,

 what would have boun 1§ T1 had had the opan architecture

that the Itty Bity Nachine Co. has used since intraduction
of 1ts product. What all this rasbling is for 43 to
introduce & rusor that I baard recestly. A friend whe
werks for that coapany that used to build sur cosputers and
18 high onough wp to be able to talk to the pacple who are

Migh savogh wp to sake soss differamcs, is trying tof§

{apress the higher wps with the carrently axisting sarket.
T™he desire i3 to ceavince that cospany to go into a lisited
production of all the nsat gqadgets that ore already
inveated but are resting in paace hiddea away. By the wy,
it {is also rusored that T1 Sstills will not sall/give away
sy licenss for W/related stuff, Womder uhat this
ﬂlﬂ!-u' '

Look inside for...Reviows of 2 coupla of the FAIRMARE
prograas by Stave Waiskaser) A review of Ti-Artist and o
sasple of some ortwork by Oscar Prodesctsly ssing that
progras; A tutorial in Basic Legic by Tea Nellis; a load
progran by Stave Veinkaser which will cataleg to priater,
dalets a file, or run a progras onéd ealy takes wp 10

sectors of disk space; an announcessnt by Jis Nekeel of a
new prograa he has placed in the FAIRMARE market] plus aa
article by Jim detailing his sxperience in placiag IX of
aenory insidu his cosputery a review of I FAIRMARE disk
cataloging pregraas and an article on the most cossonly

Sandy, UT 840N, asked guestions regarding Ti-Writer; a review of "The
Srphan Cheonicles® {which is now available froa Edu-comp).
e ors indebted to Art Byers of the Cantral WNestchester

Shopger, you aight like to know 99'ers for the articles on Ti-Artist, °The Orphon

Thanks to Chuck Mareno for dringing along the Mpril TI
section of the

that Randy Holcoad will no longer be doing a V1 colusn for Chronicles®, the FAIRMARE disk catalogers aad the
that publication, but will be raplaced by Jonathan littrain Ti-driter. Art uses DV/BO filas (as we are now doing) and Ay
and Ron Albright. Doth are Sysops on the comsercial is willing to share his nowslstter articles with others if

you will sead in an initialized disk (2 sides) and RETURN
postage. MNow that we have saveral issues behind us in the
sape forsat, we will ba glad to aake the sass offer to
other newslatter editors out there.

databases. Also gleamsd fros that colusn is the nsws that
Navarons Industries has been acquired by another cospany
and relocated to Texas. 14 you aeed it, the aow phone
nusber is (214) 437-1118.

Totally snexpected when the order was placed, was the
receipt of 2 DLACK keyboards for ay BLACK cosputer. Fros
the sany ads in Coapyter Shoppgr for T1 keyboards, 1 choss
Lolir Lectronics Corp., 13933 N. Central Expreasuay, Suite
212, Ballas, tX 75243, phone (214), Z54-9032. Cest: $3.73
0. plus 63,30 postage.

EXECUTIVE NMOTES - TI-CHIPS

llmtutmlrlnllutomnriumalu.
| want to resind you that owr April seeting will be the
SECOND Saturday, fpril 12 Nerk yowr calandars aow.

A possible source for inexpensive 1 computers and ft our Narch sesting, Terry Vacha descastrated Braw &
peripherials aight be your locsl pamnshop. This 1dea coses Plot. Daryl Saylor ::;. a talk em #files; Otto Nagele

fros the Doisa, 1D nevsletter whare a jpaunship owaer descnsty the Cat disk: and Mark NcCauley showed us
contacted thea and stated he often had people bring ia hou “:t-:mmtw;“. n.:.h to W,.:v for thess

t..lr Tl ‘""t."| .t:- tm A0 lm .ﬂt“- 'r“t.ti“'.

T™e following was odited fros the NET Newsletter of
Wurst, TI, fros an article by LeRoy Thespoam whe wis
reflacting on hox ha got his TI, what happenad, and where
we are sow. He was discussing TI's reluctance to encourage
third-party hardwars and software which leads isto the
tollowing.... The look-hack is for a cosparison reason.

Thaaks alsc to Joha Parken for saking wp now bulletins
to distributs advertising the TI computer clubs.
Congratulations to Baryl Saylor for wimaing the raffla for
the Adveaturs Editor disk. The copies of the naw library
catalog are now available and Mark is now seking copies of
disks for thoss who want thas. See you ot the sseting o8 .y

Nowadays, the third party serket is the oaly sarket that we ML 12,
have. Oh! {f'oaly we could have had ths third party
suppliors and T pmacefully co-exist. 1 can enly wonder - JNN FEDOR



Bue to the weather, owr Narch § turnout was ssaller
than usual, however we still had an enthusiastic rosp on
hand. Kia Jones gave us o desomstration of WMSTER
PAINTER 99, ome of several graphics design prograns
available for the 99 4/A. Those of you who are familiar
with gqraghica wtilities bkaow that each oee has it’s
strong and weak paints. NARTER PRINTER 99's ferte is the
ability to dusp the screem to a printer in different dot
densitios to sisulate color gradations crsated on the
screen. A very [ateresting deasmstration! Thasks Kia,
fpril’s deso will be given by Ray Chown, sad hopetully,
4 a5 yst mioend velunteer. Ray says that he will try
to plan 2 progran rewelving arowsd tmxes, » tioely
subject for Meril,

I’s really graet to listen to the achange of
inforastion that is being traded defore the seetings each
soath. 1 always get at least one good tidhit of
isforaation that 1 didn’t have before. 1 keep thinking
of those pesple who doa’t take advaatage of the User’s
Groups anysore or have lat their sesherships apire,
There is an lsaense wealth of infersation that is only
available throwph the graup and it’s grapevine, and it is
too bad that sore peeple don’t attend the esetings on a
reguiar basis if ot all. I con say for ayself that if it
hadn’t been for owr growp, | would prebably be using ay
cosputer for a gase sachine for the kids or & doorstop by
nOw.

I'd like to teke a sceent to thank Tos aad Doris
Jabolonski tor their Melp in putting together the
neuslettor this past year. ODue to health reasoes, they
will a0 longer be able to sail out the aewsietter.
Thanks for your dedicated service and thaaks again fros
the satire Cloveland area growp.

A COUPLE OF BUICK REVIEWS
3Y YOURE TRILY
Froa tise to tise, I plan to review sose of the
prograas that I have cose acress fres various sources. 1!
sanaged to obtain several prograss at the last mewsistter
aseting that ['d like te review at this tiss.

EASY SPRITE is a really nifty little XDMSIC wtility,
witten by Toa Fresssn, that lsts you design aad save

sprite characters for wee in your prograss. The prograe
has sasy to mderstand decusentation files in BV 80
forsat to help you get relling. One drasback te alot of
write sditing programs, is the long pawses dwe to
calculations and sanipulation of strings and other data.
EASY SPRITE has overcose these hangups with assenbly
routines in just the right arsas. EASY SPRITE 1ets you
amipulate sprite oriontation, (i.e. flip, flop, retats,
ond reverse isage) and print out or save hex codes te
disk or tape. It also lets you print swt am actual isage
of the sprite in graphics sode of an Epson/Gesini
printer.Mith EASY SPRITE, you have the full ability te
craste, save, odit, and print sprite graghics without
having to tedioesly cupy lots of her code by hand. il
werth the fairvere cost. Rates 2y,

LANRONER, o the other hand, is a gase that put
aveh oy five your sld to slesp. The shject behind this
Clunkor is to guide 2 aan and his lawsaswer arousd s yard
snd avoid being bitten by & dog or hit en the head with »
stick by aa irrate neighbor. The graphics lesve such to
be desired and the sprite coincidences sees to siss sbout
2L of the tine. As the gase plods along, yeu sew areas
of the 10w and try to score points by rumaing over » dog
bone that moves acress the scrues, A fusl pouge Iets you
know whea to regas the nower to keep the gane going.
Dutside of the slowmess of the gase, the biggest
frustration is the slew response to the joystick. Yem
have to asove the stick way before you want the sswer to
seve, and this has you stesring wildly all ever the
place. It’s too Dad this gase is a stinker, bacause the
suthor, (Gary Cox), cbviously spant a great deal of tise
putting it together. Defimitely not werth the waste of
¢isk space or the the fairware asking price. Try again
“'I lltﬂ | :- '

Nope to see al]l of ysu Mpril 12, at Soles Public
Library!

Hope you are feeling better Mark Woodward.
2ies you.

e all

Steve lNeintaner
Prosident

—_ — | , —_——

EXECUTIVE NOTES - NORTHCOAST

At the March 13 seeting, we wslcosed 4 new seabers. ¥e
also had an inforsative desonstration of Nase-it froa
Extonded Softwars by Stan Nerr. The raféle progras, Morse
Cods Ganerator fros Bynasic Data Devices uas desonstratsd by
dJia Nekesl, The latter prograa cea ba used as s érill or ts
convert text into code at up to 13 wpa. Ue use the Bame-it
progras fer the club sesbership list.

e were also inforsed of 2 hardwire projects. Jia
Mokeel put 32X of R istc 2 console, and Don Stupak
installed a quiet fan in Ms PED. Doth sssbers have prosised
sors inforastion st owr next sesting on April 12, which is a

watk oarly. Mt this sseting, the raffle will be a disk drive

head cleaning kit. Hope to see you there.

ASSENILY 816 NOTES

This 816 fs still well attendsd and going stromg,
Fittoan attendad last soath., The April 12 sseting at 7130 pa
will cover Chaptors 6 & 7 in Molesworth’s book. The sestings
ot ors Toa Mellis hause. 1f you brought chairs last soath,
plaase bring thea agata. The Youngstown users group (POUS)
has loaned out to this group, sl their docusentation an
Assasbly. Please look st al]l the oarticles. If you ¢ind
stasthing interasting, & copy can be aade.




{TI-MRTIST)

SUNRARY REPORT CARS

Porforsantlecccseccscnsensld
Ease of USB.ovevsccccncaash
Bocunentation..scecsccncaol
v.l"lllllllllllllllillllll‘

T
Cost: $19.95 o floppy disk.

Ranufacturer: INSCENOT INC.

P.0. Doz 266
drnold, M 21012

Softuare

SYSTER REQUIREMENTS

Console, aonitor or TV, disk systea, axpansion aesory,
ane of the {ollowing: (Extemded Basic, Mini-Nesory,
Editor/Assaabler, Ti-Writer, CorComp or MYMRC disk
controller card (in short a asssably object code locader)l,
joystick (optiomal), Supsr Sketch {optional), . souse
(optional), track ball (optiemal),

Ti-Artist has to bs the best all round graphics prograa
on the sarket. Even though GRAPHI, Master Painter 99, Drax
A Bit, Dras and Plot, and Super Sketch sach offer certain
unique features, TI-Artist offers the Obast features in a2

single package.

It is an extresely sasy progras to use &nd is
cospletely asnu drivea from a picture title screen. Sisply
pove your cursor to the picture of the dasirad action or
press the corresponding letter on the keyboard ad presto
you are im that eode. Sose of the unigue faatures aret
Continuous Lines fros point to point, Rays, Fills with user
sslected pattaras, Frase, Bex, Circls, Hist, perfectly
horizontal or vertical lines, alphanuaeric lettering in 6!
possitle sizes deterained by the user, Stere or load froa
disk, 2008 the picture size 4X for detailed drawing, HNirror
your drawing in four quadraats, Iaput your drawings using
the keyboard, joystick, Super Sketch, trackball, or 2 sduse,
sultiple brush sizes/styles, index pictures pravicusly saved
on 3 disk, optional density, sagnification, and line spacing
printouts on EPSON compatable {most printers), Okidata, or
Seikosha 6P-100 printers. fne option which 1 particularly
like is the ability to Joad drawings previously draun with
Braw A Bit, Dran A Bit II, and Jran and Plot amd convert
thes to dravings which aay be used with TI-Artist.

There are several features which could be sasily added
which ] feel would emhance the prograa. First, s printing
out the pictures the oser should ha able to peraanently
re-define his printer spacifications instesd of entering

¢

thea oxch tise, abort the priat out, and define shades of
print densities corresponding to screem colors. Secomd, a
provision for pra-dramm ICONS far the inclusion in dranings
would have been mice. |

M G u *

Froa the sosent ] l1saded the program 1 wes able to
begia drawing with sinisal refereace ts the instructions.
Evan the inexperienced aser shauld be able to quickly saster
all facets of the prograa. This prograa is also well suited
for chiliren as an introduction to drawing ea the Ccosputer.

1 found a saall adaisistrative procadure whem you first run
the prograa very interesting. You are askad for your name

which is persanently placed on the disk. From then on sach
tios you load the prograa you sust anter your name as a
protection against piracy.

BOCUMENTAT 10N

The docuseots are contained o the disk in files which
aay be pristad out. MNinisal documentation is required to
use the prograa but the author covers all aspects in
sufficient datail. For the advancad prograsser he provides
the inforsation raquired to interface an input davice (for
axaspie a sketch pad) which is not standard in the progras.
He also describes hou to use Ti-Artist with Seper Sketch or
8 oouse. Saveral exasple drasings provided e  very
educational. For axasple there are dranings showing the
wiring diagraa for a Contronics P10 cable and attaching 3
souse to your Super Sketch for wse by Tl-Artist.

Ti-Artist at $19.93 has to be the hest buy on the
sarket. When one considers the effert required to write
this tressndous progras plus the cost of saterials, postage,
and handling it would be inpossible to finé 2 battor deal.

FINAL GRASE

Ti-Artist cartainly desorves the top grade. | found
the progras a joy to wse and 1 aa certain it will net becose
anather useless progras sitting on the shelé. 1've saved
the best for last. Ths author is Chris Faherty, sae of our
own hers on Compulerve. 1f you purchase the prograz please
let his know how you feel about it. 1 asswre you this will
ba ond of the best buys you'll find all yesr.,

A Review by Mack NcCormick 74204, 1522

B/L fron CosupulServe by Nel Gary
Central Westchester ¥¥'ers

FOR SALE - Nini-Nesory Cartridge - Miscelloneous
Hiai-Noaary gaees - Ling-by-line disassesbler -
Coapute!’s Deck of Asseably far Nini-assory and Dew
Cditor/Aosashler for the Mini-fasery. All for 043
Tou Nellis - 4734047

O




| ribbans,

1Y LETTER TC THE
TI USERS GROUPS

{ YOU KNOM 17. & 4
. .ONE NMENBER
TO ANOTHER

- OSCAR _ |
FROIT BRUNSHICK

22 Y r A

TI USERS GROUPS |
CLEVELAND.OHIO. §

THE SUNSHINE CITY

‘ y NerthCoast groups.
As nated, thess “art works® wars produced by Becar Pradesetsky who balongs to both TI-Chips and

fllihnl:..llﬂril and Artist. e said it was very easy aad did ot take 2 loag time te accosplish. I
you nould 1ike to add a 1ittls jazz te yowr art wark, lettorheads, whatever, yau can got colored ridboas frob-. Judy at

‘ be obtained froa Softwaire Center
Edu-Cong for 62,9 apiece. If yeu are going for the “silver®, silver ribbens can
forth Olasted for 67.00 apisce. MNarry ln!.-l has produced soss attractive lettarheads using

llllllllll

C306 and the colored




TI-IRITER
COMMBILY (SKED DUESTIONS)

By Toa Keanedy

TI-MRITER is an extresely powerful Word Processor, and
such of this power is attributed to the aany cossands and
featurss available oaly a keystroke away. The probles ARy
find though, whan learning to use this software, is *Which
Keystroke?*

Everyone has had one particular prodbles that stumped
thes for hours, only to find a sisple answer, and wonder:
“thy dida’t 1 see that?". In this section, we will attespt
to cover sose of these questions, perhaps the very ones -you
have os your aind. Also included are some little knowm tips
to aid in using the TI-WRITER word processor.

SISS0REE02L02000380880000000888

G: How do I backspace bayond the left sargin?

A: The &keystroke CIRL-Y will tesporarily disabls the
left nargin. NOTE: there is no right aargin relsase.

8t How do I stop the priater froa printiag a blank page
when printing through the forsatter?

At The “quirk® of the wawanted blank page printed whes
using the Forsatter bas heen slisinated in the new revised
version of the FORMAL and FORMA2 files, recently released to
the public dosain by TI. Mmother way is to selsct the
single page optiom in the forsatter senu, and resst the
paper bafore priating, |

§1 ¥hen usiag the .ME cossand to print a “Header® and
page nusber, how do you suppress the page muasber until a
later page?

A: The value of the page nusber in & Meader or Footer
is incresented on each page, and can be reset to start gver
at any nusbar. To have WD value printed, (such as for the
introduction of a book) use the .PA forsat cossand, with 2
value of zero. The page nusbering will begin on the
{aliowing page., and a °.PA" at the end of each page will
delay the nuabering further.

§: Can TI-WRITER save 2 {file in any forsat besides
D/VBo?

A: Yes, if you use the PF cossand to print a file, you
can insert an °F" in front of the filenase, as in: F
DSKI.MYFILE. The F will couse the file to print in

Bisplay/Fixed 80 forsat. The use of a "C" in front of the
filenase strips any control characters fros the file as it
is sent.

§: Nos do you reforsat a table crasted in Fixad sode, __

without drawing the whole table iato one paragraph?

At Unfortunately, this is not a convenient task. Ihe
only way is to insert a Carriage Meturn syshol after each
lina, and reformat sach.

0: How do you wse the Text Forsatter, and what are

Foraat Coanands.?
At To start off with, the Forsatter is & utility

progran that reads in a file, and interprats designated
tharacters, or groups of characters, and perforss certain
functions om the text of the fils. To use the foraatter,
you install these groups of characters, called Fersat
Cossands, into your text where needed. Most of thase
coasands follow the rule of starting with a period (.) and
starting at the beginning of a line., Muserical valuss are
ssually raquired, and sust also follow in order. Thers are
soae forsst cossinds that comsist of only one character,
such as the aapersand (&}, which wndarlines the follouing
text. A cosplete list of the format cossands, and their
aeanings, is in the Forua Data Library-0, wader the nase
FATCHD. WLP | -

8: How do the Transliterate coasands work?

At The Transliterate cossand is special type of Forsat
cosasnd that redefines any ASCI! key value to equate to a
string of character values. This is used to send specific
code values to a printer in order ts activate spacial
functions. The forsat is *.TL xxxsaa,bd,cc...” where 231 is
the key to be radefined, and a2, Bb, otc are the subsequent
tode values being sent. You will have to check your priatar
sinual to sae which codes do what.

SESSEESER035808000888208030800)

This list is in no way cosplete. It requires an active
part of anyone who has oOme of those nagging questions
bolding tham up. If you have & questios, please leavs a
Bessage In the forus, addrassed to (74176,774) and you will
receive a proapt reply, along with the updating of this

category.

/L froa CoapuServe by Mel Gary JUb
Courtasy of Art Bysrs, Contral Mestchester 99'ers

EXECUTIVE NOTES - GOLDEN CRESCENT

A usual, sbout 301 of our ssabership attended the
arch 20 seeting at RAM Enterprises in Verailion. It's

really tso bad! Dwyne Hughes desonstrated both the Mew
Norizons Raa Disk AND the W6 GrasKracker. This coabination

is super fast. Thanks to Dwayns for an interesting evening.

Thanks to Bick Jurger, swner of RAN for the use of the

"Wall%, Also thanks to Judy Thaleer, Edx-Comp for providing
sese of the latest inforaation srousd. Tos and Judy are on
the “boards® alsost evary svening in as effort to gather the

latest inforsation available. Me ore very lucky to have not
e, bt two fine dealers In owr arss. Thay desarvs our

sipport, Call Mck at (218) 947-1317 and Judy at (214)
327-637% for the very latest products available.

™ nest sesting will be Tharsday, April 17, at R
Enterprises in Verailion, Again, we will have the latest

softwars available and an interssting desonstration of =

harduars is plasned.
CHUCK MAREND




nE S OeIOLES
A Dook Review
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Published by: Millers Graphics, San Disas CA %773
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Paper back, Blick Cover. Good quality

paper, fomn hinding.
172 pages plus introduction and contents table

Review by Art Byers
Central Vestchester 997ers

Although Ron Albright starts ost by saying “the author
asde no attespt to portray asyone in this book in anything
but an objective light.®, he follows that isssdiately with
the statessnt: °“The author only presented the facts as he
vigwed thes" - meaning to aa that as hard as one tries to be
objective, some husan subjectivity aust show through. e
all see life through differsat color glasses.

Thersfore I did not expect the resarkable objectivity
that the author did achieve. [f anything, I think he has
bent over backwards in his sttespt to be ‘“objective’ and
dealt a such too kindly with both Y1's sanagusent and Sary
Kaplan of HCW. As I balieve the book is well worth reading,
for any avid 99/4 owner, when you read it, be your oun judge
on the satter of subjectivity and objectivity.

The first chapter gives a capsule history and analisis
of the rise and fall of the 99/4A. The tale of events is
presented in logical sequence, thoroughly docusented with
quotes froa imsportant sosrces, and writtem in a clear and
interasting style. The varied sachinations of Ti to prevent
third parties froa craating software, the Cossodore Atari TI
price wars and auch sors are covered in 18 concise pages.

Froa thers tha following chapters cover such satters as
the “cossercial user groups® i.e. the now defunct UG, the
User groups such as ourselves, Telecomsunications - bulletin
boards, The Source’s Texnst and Cospuserve’s T1 Forua,
publications including HCN and NMicropeadiua, Freewsre and S0
on. There is a plethors of valuable inforsaton, history and
advice. In addition there are 11 appendices covering
docussnts froa TI, IUB, and HOM, PLUS lists of all VI
produced softwars, hardware manufacturers,  software
sanufacturers, local user groups, books om the TI, bullatin
board phone nusbers, etc. etc.

All in all 1 ¢ind this a asost worth while and
interesting voluse, well packed with inforsation. Roa’s
insights inta the virtue's and flams of the cosputer add to
our knowledge. ! do not hasitate to reccossend it to all of
you.

Having said this, let se da some nit picking snd grind
sy own subjective ax. | realize thers is a liait to the
spount of authoritative docussntation any author can include
in a srelatively saall voluse such as this, However, at the
tise of T1's decision to staunch the flow of corporate blood
(That aeans stop losing lots of soney), there was some
thorough asalisis and comsent in both the Mew York Tises and

Sall Strest Jowrmal that is nowhers quoted. (I might be
sosevhat uncharitable in assusing that the Californians, are
too chayvanistic to pay awch attestion to ‘“Easters’
publications.) - and not all of the afuumtimd agroed
cospletly with Ron’s analysis.

1 dispate Mon’s stateseat that HCX provides “page for
page” a9 auch 99/4A saterial as dié the predicessor
sagazine. The articles in MWW are, for the mast part,
*Sensric® - applying to a1l {ivg brands. There are only one
or two specific coluans devoted to sach separate brand i
sach issue.

Next, I fesl that the book deals very leniently with
Gary Keplan and HCN’s prosises hoth spacificly sade in
letters sailed to 99’er subscribers as well as isplied by
the past contents of ¥9°er Nagazine and ¥9°er Hose Cosputer
Ragazing. These were mavar kept.

Uhers Ron has coapletely sissed the poiat is that ao
sentisn is asade of the glaring ommissions. Whare are the
poeks and pokes, the assesbly, Ti-Uriter, Mitiplan
tutorials, the articles that should be there on TI FORTH?
ghere is the big excitesent of new languages for the %9/4A
such as C and Pilot that are aow available, the sesory aaps?
A waalth of riches exists that Bary Kaplan pretends does not
exist, We kaow where all this excitsent is being featured,
it is in User Group Newsletters and on Cospuserve.

According to MCN pages you would think the U.6.°s don’t
exist. HCM has aven stopped publishing inforaation about
ML and MNY U.G. no satter what brand of coaputer they
Serve,

I believe this is hecause NCM considers all U.5’s to be
conpetitors (if not outright snesies) as they give cosputer
ouners access to truly advanced software, advanced technical
knouledge, hints and tips on tslecosaunications, and 50 on.
The User Group Newsletters fros coast to coast and abroad
are craseed with well written accurate articles covering the
¢ull range of the capability and potential of tha TI-99/44.
Surely with such a bomanza of saterial and talented authors
as show up on the Forus and in U bulletins, Nr. Xaplan
could be enriching the TI section of MCH. Iastead, NCW's
pages ars & blask as far as sost of this is concerned, aad
gften reseable Pablus conparsd to real red anat when put w
against the software and tutorials available in User Growp
libraries via telecossunication,

Bon't get ae wong, HCW's software is eeritorious and
well worth the price of the asagazine (which acts as
socusentation) and aatching disk software. Thiz is
especially trua when cospared to the prices IBX and Apple
ouners pay for commercial software.

One last poiat, the arrogance of 6Gary Kaplan shows
through in the docusents anéd the quotes of his words in this.
book. It is obvious tha san feels we should all be
everiastingly grateful to his and worship at his throne.

This as osuch as anything, cortainly aore than the
*shandonsent® sentioned by Albright, has comtributed to the
stones and arrows slung by U.B. editors and officers such
as Dave Nakely and aymelf.

Buy the book' You will find the reference appendices
worth while, and sore isportant, you will enjoy it.




BASIC LOBIC
By Toa Nellis, Northcoast ¥Yers

[’a thinking of a suaber between | and 100. Your first gquess should

ba 30 and depending if the ausber was higher or lower than 30, yeur next r 100
guess would be 2 or 73, 1f you comtimue using this process it will maly |
take you 7 tries or less to quess the correct susber. Something else that a0 7

you prebably sever acticed is that after only two gussses yeu've eliminated
731 of the nubbers and after § guess you've elisinated 941.

The lsgic of this prograa aimics this same process. the variables TOP
and DOT establish the wpper and lower lisits. The algorithia (topebot)/2
estoblishes the aidpoint (varishle wid) and compares it to your input.
Depending {f your input is greater or less then this aidpoint the whole
process is repeated unti] 3 eatch (aid=isput) is foumd. -

It you would like to wmatch this process add this statesent PRINT
TOP;HID;BOT to lines 241,281,301,421. It will let you watch how it finds 2
satch for your imput. The disadvantage is that it will slow the progras
down iasensly. You can change the value of TOP (X on line 110) to as large
as you like (1 trilliom).

In order to kesp things simple the code has been duplicated in several
places. The accompanying flow chart shows this. Once the valus of the
variable NID has been established the code is alsost identical. The emly
difference being that different variable nases are used ia soee lines.

400,410, [ ﬁso 270 200,23¢
420,430 260,290 240,250

The sane progras can be written in EX-Basic using only & lines Sut it :;g-
would be such sore difficult to follow the logic. [ first used this
progras as 2 subroutine to search an array with 500 entries.

In the aext few months I will show you hou to use this as a subroutine
~ to ssarch an array very quickly and 3 few other things | learaed the hard

uay.
m“mmmm
1 : { 200 RID=NID+DOT t 370 NID=ABS{INT (TOP-BOT)
190 oAt Qe | R AT/ 2% §0T0 200 | 30 nimnn & i
| 110 10100 gmm-m " =muummmmsw§mamm |
| 120 1mwmmnmlrnumm | IF ) THAR NID |
| MMOER YRU LIXE 1O SEA | : . { %00 BOTAID |
} 20 IF NI iex 20 | 20 Wi ! a0 P
| 130 Mp=nT (172 | 220 ToPenty | 310 ToPe1 | = — i
| 140 1F MeAID THEN W40 | 230 NLDASCLNT(TOP-0T) 2) | 320 NIIARSINT (TOP-00T) 2} = — m. " |
| 150 IF AONID THEN 300 | 200 NIAIDNOT i 330 NIDeNID+ROT : :
| emeemmomesetcococmmooscesecs | smmcmesesmesasacccsmnmesens § o —meecmmeene | 440 PRINT ANID |
| 151 REN 338 USING THIS WALF | 250 SOTO 200 { 340 IF ASRID THEN #40 “t . n
{ IF ¢ RID : : | 450 PRINT B
: | 260 DOTHID { 350 IF AXNID THEN 400 1 :
! 160 TOPSHID - | _ | 40 £ :
: { 270 RIDAISCINTORID-TOP)/2) | 340 TOPSHID : ;
{ 170 DOT=0 t | - : :

"mmmmﬂ—_——__—_“m




90U 70 MAXE FLIPPLIES FRON FLOPPYS
By Ken 6ladyszouski |
florthCoast Mers

A pattern is needed to acturately locate the indax hole
am  the write-protect notch. An old floppy jacket xith the
sapeatic disk resoved is perfact. Align the read hend
opening aad wsing o whits or siiver pencil, sark both the
index hole and writs protect notch en either side of the
disk. A 174 inch disaster round paper punch can bs used for
sach. If tha punch is all metal, a piece of paper should be
slipped batwsen the Jjacket and the aedia, and the punch
slippad betusen the jacket aad tha paper. The wite-protect
notch nead not be cut squire. Sufficient wite-protect tabs
are aot norsally supplied for the extra wnotches, but & saal)
piece of bBlack plastic slectrical tape sesas to be & graat
substituta. Defors | discovered this, I installed a write
protact overrida switch on aa external disk drive.

$558380888
NORTHCOAST LIDRARY ADDITIONS, EYC.

Through active trading with Los Angeles, Boise, 18,
Nestchester, NY, and seabsr contributions, we are continuing
to add to ocur FAIRWARE and utilities sections of the

Ready for next soath’s seeting will be UNIVERSAL
DISASSENBLER, a disasseabler in FORTH; PILOT, the language;
CHECKBOOK WANASER by Joka Taylor; FAST FORTH; DBISK NANAGER
- 99, 4 resident disk sanager; DISK CATALDG 82, holds close to
1000 files; PRINTOUT, & printart type dist - aice;
DISASSERBLER by Marty Kroll, SEARCH OF IVLOSE, an adveaturs
gase and DISKHELPERL.

It was discovered that PRBASE has a bad loader to the
sain prograa and in reading other newsletters, it sseas that
the Boise club alsa had tha saae probles with their copy.
It seesed tha best way to resedy the situation would ba to
go directly to the author for a good copy.

Ordering FAIRNARE directly is very sasy and ths only
costs invalved are an inftialized disk, sailer, postage to
and froa. 8o, if there is a particular progras out there
you would like, you can probadly get 2 newer version than
the ones floasting around users groups at very little initial
cost. Also, you aight ba surprisad at the additiomal
benefits from going the direct route. Dave Talan has Daes
getting everything posted for Adventure Gases and Assesbly
" Languaga. Ne has found that if you inquire, tha authors go
into depth about how they wrote their progras, why, stc,,
and he has found some naw friends in this assaner and aves

3

gotten Mtttor exchanges going for ws.

If this just ima’t your bag, and thers is still
sosething special ysu would like to have, please lsave @

note in the little "voluntary offering® box, and I will try
to got it. With these coatributions ceaing in, it gives me
8 little sore leeway in actively chtaining naw prograss.

Bon’t forget that just because FAIRWARE seess to be the
*In® thiag aow that thers ars also soss very good public
dosdin programs ia the 1ibrary maiting to be utilized and wme
would still like to have any prograss written by any of our
assbars. Also, prograss shich have heen greatly sshanced or
changad fros the ariginal are welcoms.

BEMNIA SHERIDAN, NORTHCOAST LIDRARIAN

8388888008

FAIRMARE UPBATE

The first 3 of the followiag new FAIRWARE releasss

appaarad ia the February issus of MICROpendiug. The last
cane from 2 anwsletter which I;hnr.t Nareno passed en.

SUPER-MAIL - A telephone/address progras with provision ¢or
printing lables. Send 83 to cover cost of postage,
packaging and diskette to Meary J. Deck, 609 Couaty MNoss
Rd., Lexington, NC 27292

SIDESPRINT FOR MULTIPLAN - GidelPrint prints a» Wultiplan
spreadshest sideways. Requires a printer that accepts the
Star Nicronics Gemini 10X protocols for downloading a
character set. Send §3, or disk and self-adéressed, stasped
return asailer to: Jia Buedlow, 7301 Kirby May, Stanton, CA
205480

CAPITAL CAPERS - An educational progras designad to help
teach whan to capitalize a word. Requires Extended BASIC
and a cassette recorder. Send Cassette and self-addrassed,
stanpad raturn eailer, or §7, to: Larry P, Morgen, ¢
Fountain Lake Br., Greenfinld, IN 46140

CALENDAR PROGRAN - The Super Calendar is a disk-Dased
prograa that creates and stores up to 12 sonths of data for
up to J separate calendars. Allows entry of data in a2
date-calondar forsat by wmonth. Calsndar sonths can he
printad out for any single sonth of any calendar. Send an
initialized single-sided, single-densite disk and check for
$3.00 with disk sailer and return address lable saclosed, or
forward $7.30 and disk and sailer wil) ba provided to Super
Calendar Program, 3335 8. W 8t., 093, Dakersfield, CA 93304
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THE FOLLONING PROGRAM NAS | 240 IF ABS(H(S))=5 THEN Bsa*

;;51:: CALL LOAD{Z433,ASCINS | emamccmvae i mccccccncacaa.

e - e S - e e e S S WA AR A -l e B A - e ek

SUBMITTED BY STEVE WEINKHANE
R OF THE SOLON GROUP. THIS
LOAD PROGRAM MILL LET YOU
RUN YOUR PROGRAM, CATALOS IT
T0 PRINTER, OR EVEN DELETE
AN UNWANTED FILE...AND IT
ONLY TAKES UP 10 SECTORS®

10 CALL CLEAR :: DISPLAY AT
3,6)1°RUN AUTOBOOT? Y* 11 AC
CEPT AT(3,20)BEEP SIZE(-1)VA
LIDATE(*YN®) 1 XX$ 32 IF XX$¢)
“Y* THEN END

100 1$="1*
110 DIN A$(97),H(98),3(97) K
(97}

----------------"--------\-- L]

120 CALL INIT
130 FOR 1=} YO § s5 READ TYP
ES(I)ss MEXT §

- Nl L L §

140 DATA °*DIS/FIX™, "BIS/VAR®
h:IHTfFI!','IlTIV "y "PROGRA

- B B A s N e ol e e L T 1 1

150 CALL LOAD{-31804,15)
160 OPEN #11°DSK1.°, INPUT R
ELATIVE, INTERNAL

170 INPUT $1:A18,0,U,Y

A o ol e s e S A A ol i S 2 Lot 1 1 1 1 1T F 3B T

180 O,R,5=0

190 BOSUB 440

200 Q=0+{

---'-'----ﬂ--------.-‘--------

210 INPUT #1:A8(0),H(0),J1(0)
K

B
i

!

:
:
|
i
|

* ELSE B$=" "LSTRe(KX(S})
230 Te=TYPES(ABS(H(S)})LSEGS
(BS,LEN{DS)-2,T)

e - A e ag [ L T 1T T 7

260 bOSUB 470
270 IF R=13 OR S=0 DR H{S+1)
=0 THEN 280 ELSE 340

280 R=0 :: 50TD 4%
290 ACCEPT AT(24, 22)BEEP VAL
IDATE (DIGIT,* *)81TE(-3):PRE

300 IF PR6=00 THEN 620

310 IF PROs97 THEN 330 ELSE
IF PRO=98 THEN J40 ELSE IF P
RE6=%9 THEN 370 ELSE IF PRG=9
Z? THEN 310 ELSE PROBS=A$ (PR

320 60T 340

330 6OSUB 480 :: DISPLAY AT(

23,1) 3" INSERT NEW DISK":"PRE

85 ENTER MHEN READY" :; ACCE

PT AT(24,23)3ARS :: CLOSE #1
i1 607D 140

340 IF PROBSCO"" THEN 340 EL

SE_IF 5<Q AND H(5+1)¢>0 THEN
230 ELSE 290

L4 L L o 1 3 1 T 5 F FTr o bl ol A ol S e N O

330 CLOSE 4}

---------------------------

360 CALL PEEK[-31954,4,8)::
GOSUB 380 12 RN DSk, 12348

A A sl A A A

- S SrEe e g A e A E O - il B e e niie gy W N e s e - Rl A S EE B Bl S e

400 FOR I=1 TO LEN(PROGS)::
P=ASC {SEGS (PROBS,1,8)):: CAL
L LOADCZ+34+1,P)ss NEXY 1

0 ELSE 430
420 FOR I=LEN(PROES)+1 10 10
HEETC?LL LOAD(2434+1,130) 1

43¢ RETURN

----------------------------

¢ 440 DISPLAY ﬂT(Ikl)ERHSE ALL

$*DSK*:X$:* -DISKNAME="1A14:
"AVAILABLE=*;V; * USED=";U-V
430 DISPLAY AT(3, 4)1 FILENAN
E SIZE  TYPE';

450 RETURM
470 DISPLAY AT(R+4,1)3USING
*$8°:5 11 DISPLAY AT(R#d,4):
A$(8):: DISPLAY AT(R+4, 14):]
(§):: DISPLAY ATIR#d, 19)sTs

480 RETURN

490 DISPLAY AT{(21,1)1%00 DEL

ETE A FILE®;"97 READ NEN CAT

ALOG": *98 NEXT SCREEN 999 PR

&:T CAT®:*99 END
Il

-------ﬂ-‘------------------

500 6OT0 290
$10 50SUB 4B0 :: DISPLAY AT!
21,1):*ENTER DATE" :: ACCEPT
AY(21,12) 108

ke S A Al A O A - o ol A o ol e

SELECT] |

¢ 980 PRINT $2:°D8K":)$;°,%°-
: BlSKIﬁHEl';ﬁll:'ﬁUi

1

F
410 IF LENPROGS)C10 THEN 42 | e

N A IR R el S

ILABLE=";

V;* USED="3|j-v

e e -
O N o A O - A A A O N il e e S A S o

360 COUNT=S ;3 §=i

363 FOR I=1 TO 9-1
970 IF ABS(H(S))s3 THEN ="
* ELSE D$=" °LSTR$(K(S))

----------------------------

S80 TS=TYPES(ABS (H(S)))LSEGS

590 PRINT #2:13TAB(S) ;AS$(1);
TBIIS)33(1;T Bl19);he o1 &

A A o A o e sl e S A LA o L o L T Y T

i 393 NEXT ]

Al e e o A A il e S A o - A

610 CLOSE #2 :: SsCOUNT 33 6
g10 490

620 S0SUB 480 :: DISPLAY AT
g;‘!ll'DELETE NHICH FILE NAM

A A A AR el N - A A A A ol sl o

630 ON ERROR 450

i 40 ACCEPT AT(24,1)BEEP:DELS

t: 60TE &40

----------------------------

530 DISPLAY AT(24,1):°FILE I
§ PROTECTED" :: FOR 1=1 10 §
00 ¢: MEXT I :: GOTD 490

Al A vl e i g ol - A A i W A A e s S - A

660 DELETE "DSK1,*kDELS

670 CLOSE #1 s 6OTD 140

---'-'-“---------------------

el e pmEr R - B B AR B e Wy S B e e

380 2sA3256+B-85536 11 CALL !
PEEKIZ, A, D13 1sA1Z3441-6553 |

220 IF LEN(AS(D))=0 OR Q=97
s THEN 230 ELSE 200

O ol el gl A A o ke S A o o o A N A

} 230 S=S+1 1: R=R+1

---------------------------------------------------------------
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NEN FAIRNARE PROGRAM RELEASED
AUTHORED BY JIM MEKEEL OF NORTHCOAST 99ers

Jis Mekeel has released DISKMELPER! for the FAIRNARE
aarket. Jim states this utility disk developed because of
his desire to have sverything needed for disk aanagesent on
one disk. His prograss ars entitled CATALOE PRINTER AND
DISK FIX/VAR READER,

The senu has options for QUICK COPY, WIBBLER AND DM1000.
Only DMI000 is -included as the other two prograss are
coasercial copyrighted prograss which will have to be
supplied by the user. Any resuneration to Jis should be
only for his CATALOG PRINTER and DISK FIX/VAR READER.
Resuneration for DM1000 should go to that author.

1,

920 OPEN #2:*PIC" :: PRINT #
2=CHH3I2?M'B"MHSHCHRH
i(B;;

e L Ll L DL T g g i —

680 CALL HCHAR(21,1,32,125):
! RETURN

A - N - A - S o o bl o 0 1 L D T T T

- O A A e aed WA A B A BN AR el e AR el O R R e R R W e e e W W e W el B e e a [F TR

Jin states that DISK FIX/VAR READER can read any FIXED
or VARIABLE file of any record length and print it to the

screen or printer which elainates the need to have TI-Mriter
to print out docusent files.

The following donation is requested if you $ind the

prograss of value: DISK FIX/VAR READER, $2; CATALOS PRINTER;
$2; MENU LOADER $2;, or $5 for all.

The disk has been placed in the NorthCoast %Vers’
library, or you can ocbtain it directly from Jim for 45,00
with your own disk and sailer, or $7 if he supplies the disi

and sailer. Mis address is: Jis Nekeel, 1139 Forest Viaw,
flunson, ON 44024,

L




ABY, T1 SUPER COMPUTER
by Jia Hekes!
NorthCoast 99ers

Nell folks, ! aa now the proud owner of a 48K TI Super
Coaputer. Yes, that’s right, 1 perforsed surgery, and not
only did the patient survive, but the darn thing is starting
to ask for even aore amaory,

For those of vyou who are asking, °What is ha talking
about?®, I shall €ill you in. Last year, B. Elsner and P,
Mest of the Perth, Western Australia Users Group, wrote an
article entitled "I2X Matchbox Expansion®. This design was
based on the Hitachi HHA244LP-13 8K x D aesory chip. After
reading the article and studying the schesatics of the 71, |
decided they knew what they were talking about. But, as an
engineer, | could not just follow their directions (which
are excellent); I had to try somaething alse.

¥hy not have a naw plug insertable board in the P-Box
with a ainisun nusber of cosponents? Within 2 sonths I had
designed and built a new IX essory expansion card.
However, electronics are just like software, you sust debug
svery design, and aina was no exception. Without being too
technical, I found there were probless controlling the data
buss using the ROBENA 1ine. This probles has a solutiom,
but it would have required adding amore chips into the
circuit. The RDBENA signal is only neaded for controlling
the buss transceiver chips (74L524%) in the cable that

~. connects the P-Box to the console. If the aemory chips are

/ in the console, the RDBENA signal is not needed. Thus, I
decided to return to the Matchbox design of the Australian
group.

The surgery to install the 32K sesory chips in the
console i3 not difficult, but it does require about 4 hours
of time. The completed package fits nicely betwesn tha
setal housing of the coaputer board and the top of the
plastic outer case., 1 suggest that sulti-colored ribbon
cable be used in connecting the chips to the circuit board.
I did not use the HN6264LP-18 as specified in the
construction article; instead 1 used HNMA2641p-12 which has a
}ittle faster access time., This did not cause any trouble.

So what’s next? How about sose extra aesary for our
hungry little sachine? I am now working on a design for a

S8K Extra-Supper VI console. I'l]l let you tknow about the
results.

___—_—.—_—_—n—l—_—_'—__—-—"

FOR SALE - TI-COMPUTER - $43; Stand-alone BOXCAR RS232 with
cable ~ $83; % gases - make offer; Typwritar word
processing {can be used with cassette) - $1J; Hose
Budget Module; $10; Tl joysticks - §7
JEFF WcBAFFICK 254-3200 or 845-5800 {(leave amssage)

FOR SALE - NEW T1 300 Baud aodes, cable & instruction book

- $59 or best offer; Hayes Saartaodea 300 baud, auto

answer /auto dial in carton with instruction book - $9%; NEW

cartridge expander by Navarone - $20; various cartridges.
NARK McCAULEY 235-8688

DISK LIBRARY CATALDGERS
A review of three Fairware prograas

WASTERCATALE by Mack McCorsack
CATLIB by Marty Kroll
The DIRECTOR &y Ron Rutledpe

Revisws by - Art Byers
CALL SOUNDS-Central Mestchester 99'ers

Prograss that sake an alphabetical listing of all the
prograss in your lidbrary (along with a cross reference of
the disk thay are on, prograa size in disk sectors, and file
type etc.) are asong the sost popular in both public dosain
and Fairware listings. This club has a P/D  progras
(Diskaaster) in its litrary written in 1B. However, it is
slow, lisited in jts capabilities and features and slow to
sort.

The Fairware field has several ditterent prograss, and
this article revisws three that take ditfersnt approaches
The first two are sachine languge prograss.

MASTER CATALOGER by Mack WcCormack is short and to the
point. Its advantages are that it can hold up te 2000 files
ang that it is lightning fast, plus it will print out on any
printer without any adjustesnt except choice of interface
(PI0 or RB232), Unfortunately, the fact that it is just
bare bonas has seant the loss of asny desired features,
Dnce you have sade the initial catalog of your library, you
cannot g0 back at 3 later date to delete disks, add eore
disks. Furtheraore, although you do get a dual listing: #1
list of disknases and sectors used, and #2 alphabetical list
of ¢iles and prograss, you can only list it to a printer,
not to the screen. Therstore, unless you are primarily
interested in Speed, and only plan to catalog your cosplete
library once a year, 1 doubt you will be satistied with this
Fairmare.

CATLIS by Narty Kroll is a full featyre progras. You
have a large senu of options including the ability to list
to screen or printer. The printer listing is in condensed
print. This has the advantage of putting such more
inforaation on one page but the disadvantage of
incoapatability for those of you opsrating with daisy wheel
printers. The disk contains twdo versions of the sase
progran. % is for Okidata cospatable printers. #2 is for
Epson cospatables.

Other ¢eatures include the ability to delete disks, go
back later and add disks. It also catalogs each disk
individually to the screen and asks if you desire that
particular disk to be added to the library cataley.
Lisitations: It will only hold about 400 ¢iles and prograss.
However, if your library is organized logically, that is
gases on one set of disks, ausic on another set, etc. this
does not appesr to be a prodles as you can catalog mach
category under & separate filenumber, .

Sorting is fast. Printout format is excellent. |
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highly reccamend this prograa. It is well worth the $10.00

asked. One word of warningt At one point the progras
gisplays only & screen that says "By the way*. You aight
think the cosputer has locked up. Be patient and you will
pet back to the sain senu. This lengthy delay is a genuine
annoyance, however,

The DIRECTOR by Ron Rutledge is a +#irst class job of
Extended Basic prograsaing, Sose 99ers seen to feel that
just because a2 progras is written in Assembly, it sust be
better. Of course, this is not true. Extended Basic is a
fine powerful high level language. If assesdly mas the
answer to all prograsaing needs, the siddie leve] languages

such as Forth or C, or the High level languages like Xbasic
or Nicrosoft Basic would never have been Nritten. The

Birector offers features lacking in both of the above, but
uith scae seall trade-off,

First the goodies: As a bonus, it includes a nice Disk
Ladeler progras and it takes a different approach of which
I, subjectively and personally approve. The Director does
not give you the endless alphabetical listing of all
prograss in the library. Instead it gives you a listing by
disknase and all prograss for that disk in one grouping.

I feel that alpha listings jsust cause confusion. Dften
a piece of software consists of five or six files and
prograas, each ons necessary for successful usage. In an
Alpha listing, these are scattersd hither and yon and the
list is not really too useful. In addition, severe
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duplication results. You have all seen such listings with
20 prograss in a row all called LOAD or DISKCAT. To
cospound the problea, sany softwars authors use sisilar or
identical names such as EDITI EDITA1 UTILI UTILZ UTIL/S. An
dlpha 1isting can becose asaningless,

Mnother plus is that this prograa is driven by 1
logical series of wsenus so that it is sieple and aasy to
use. Docusentation is on the disk along with & short
prograa te ogive you a print out, There are all the nesded
teaturestiYou cani add, search, replace, delete itsas
Quickly, This aakes updating a pleasura. You can list or
update 2 single disk, parts of the list or the whole
shebang! There are asore features but space Jisits a ful)
description,

The trade-off’'s sentioned are that you are limited to
121 disks to be listed on a saster disk (I don’t consider
this 2 probles as sy sost frequently used disks nusber about
23, and sy total library is not yet up to 100) and that it
does not run as fast as the eachine language prograss.
However, reeesher that directory updating is soaething you
do twice or thran tises & year so the few extra sinstes that
IB takes ars trivial,

ALl three prograss are availadle froa the club’s
Fairware library. 1 recossend either CATLIB or DIRECTOR or
both. Please send the author the raguested contridution if
you find it useful. This is the only way to asssure
ourselves of a continuing supply of fresh useful softwars,
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