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-_/{'\*c- TIDBITS #51

-B{(_Steve Mickelson, President 9T9 Users Group
Compuserve 76545,1255; Delphi SMICKELSON; GEnie S.MICKELSON

| trusted that everyone had a great summer! Much has happened, including the addition of a new Tier to
the Mickelson family. On July 22, Daniella Fanitsa, arrived, baby and proud family are doing well.

As for the TI world, we received video tapes of the Multi-User Group conference, ordered from the Lima
Ohio Users Group, as well as the latest update for Funnelweb (v4.40), as well as an informative review by
Chartes Good, detailing the features of this latest release.

It seems that a complete re-write of the Editor portion of the word processor portion of the software
package. As a side bar, | can only reflect that the ill fated Press, might have been more than a pipedream,
if Charles Earl took the Funelweb route and released a preliminary version, with subsequent updates to
follow. Even Myarc, for a times was making an effort, with updates to the MDOS operating System.

Pve included the Good news article, <grin>, from Charlie, as well a few other interesting and informative
articles from exchange newsletters.

Finally, the 9T9ers are still looking for a meeting place,(room, auditorium, or hall), for regular meetings. If
you find a place, (we still prefer a weekday), let one of the executive know.

Mail call:

July 15 1991
Dear Sreve

Than!: Jou for processing my membership asplication in such a
timgly famhion enclosed find check for pauyment of dues.

Have received the newsletters and compliments are in orcder
tor fhv professional look and cantent of thenm.

At present 1 pperate a small childrens group primarily orades
five through eight and a tew in high school.

The main goal at this time is to allow thne children to become
comfortable wsing a computer, disk operations, printing, word
processing, spread sheets, database, and the various operating
Packaues and languages.

Thesa children are at an average level, achieving B or C
marks in their studies and as such are not given the time and
attention at school computers that students at the A level
receive; thus the reason for our group. .

I have a request tn make, if you can find a little time would
really appreciate any information wvou might be able to supplu...
cAncerning tutorial packages. ] have been able to gather some ex?t
Martin Smoley, database material, Earl Raguse on Forth and some
assembly language articles from Jim Peterson. I am sure that
there are many others that 1 am not aware of and any information
of this type will be gratefully received.

Thank You Very Much
Richard Mullen

If any of our readers can help with Richard's request, please drop a line to the newsletter.-SM
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disk as °S
first line. Just add
functions,

A Reprint from "Club 99 Newsletter”

YHF Cirncctors TO T-V.

BACKGRGUND NOISE !

WE RECEIVED FROM THE WALTHAM TI
EXCHANGE CEMTER THE FOLLOWING
INFORMAT I0ON. WHEN EXFERIENCIMG
EACH.GROUND NOISE, SUCH AS HUMMING OR Medulotor Cepoc.
EUZIING. WITH - THE R.F.MODULATGR, Swifch

IHTERNAL ADJUSTMENT IN THE HMODULATOR (l Compartment
WILL USuALLY ALLEVIATE THE FROEBLEM.
THIS CAN EBE ALCOMPLISHED EBY THE USER
EY  FOLLOWING THE STEES WKELOW. AND
REFER TO THE DRAWING. THIS FROCEDURE
1S TO FEE DOME WHILE ALL EQUIFMENT IS
DN ANMD QFERATING. IF vDuU HAVE THE OLD O Tnsert

COI"‘HP.
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VERSION OF THE TISOCO VIDIO MODULATOR, Serewdriver

THIN-BLADED SCREWDRIVER TO CORRECT THE

THIS FROCEDURE DOES NOT AFFLY. g'*_“;‘:" = Blade ond
MATERIALS REDUIRED: ONE SMALL. FLAT, L Turn gently

NOISE DIFFICULTY. . D {~e mere th

I, TURN THE VOLUME OF THE Tv  ALL THE 2
WAY DOWN. EUT DO NOT TURN 1T OFF. s
Z. SELECT THE HMASTER TITLE SCREEM ON
THE COMFUTER FCTM = 1F NECESSARY. o <
T.USING THE TITLE SCREEN COLOR GRID. ]

FINE TUNE THE 7TV TO THE BEST COLOR [ 1o CoONsoLE
FICTURE.

e th turn)

4. WITH THE SCREWDRIVER, FRY OFF THE LID UF THE mMODULATOR EOX "EY LIFTIN

UNDER CONE EDGE OF THE LID NEAR THE IMDEMTATIDNS HOLDING IT OM.
5 _IFT OFF THE LID AND TURN THE TV VOLUME UF TO HALF.

&. INSERT THE BLADE OF THE SCREWDRIVER INTO THE SLOT OF THE SMALL
NCISE

LARELLED CViI-SEE FIGURE- AND TURN IT SLIBHTLY UNTIL THE BACHGRODUND
15 AT A MIMNIMUM~THIS SHOULD TAKE LESS THAN 1/B CF A TURN.

7. AFTER BENDING THE MODULATOR LID EDGE BACK INTD FLACE, FUT IT BACHK

THE MODULATOR EOX AND FRESS 1T FIRMLY INTO FLACE UNTIL IT SNAFS,
THE SYSTEM IS NOW READY FOR OFTI1MUM USAGE.
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BIIS, BYTESERIHELS

LIMR S9/4A USERS GROUP

THE NE¥ FUNNELWER vd, 40
described by Charles Bood
Lima Ohio User Broup

Accoapanying the mailing in weid August 1991 of this
newsletter are disks containing the first release of
FURKELWER V4.4,
not regieve this aailing can obtain these files from us by
sending twa DSDC disks (everything unarchiveds, OR two DSSD
disks (files partially archived), DR four SSSD disks (files
partially archived) and a paid return aailer %o P.D.  Box
647, Venedocia OH 43894.

Although some releases of vA.40 have the date May 31/ 91,
debuged vA.40 files were nat actually available until early
August. This version contains the new enhancesents
desonstrated by se at the May 18 Lisa MUB Conference, plus a
1ot apre! 60 colusn users will particularly benefit from spae
of these new features. As stated by Harry Brashear in the
dune 1530 issee of Micropendiuz, the cxiztanzs of 80 coluer
Funnelweb really justifies the purchase of an 80 colusn caro
for the 99/4A4. In his letters to ee, Tony McGovern suggests
that this will NOT be the final Funnrelweb update, At sose
future date he hopes to completely rewrite the Funnelweb
text/progras editor,

Kainly because of new extensive doc files, v4.40 »il}l no
longer {it on one DSDD disk unless it is partially archived.
The systea files (both 40 and BO column) occupy 709 disk
sectors and the docs {ill another B74 sectors. Thus our
initial distribution with this newsletter is partially
archived,  Enough dfiies are left unarchived to let you
insediately try out the sajor features of v, 40, includin the
40 coluan EDITOR and DISK REVIEW, Archiver is on disk and
£an be baoted frca Funnelweb to unpack the rest of the files,
Unpacking can be dore, and Funnelweb v4,.40 can be used on a
system with only 555D drives. We are including supplesentary
files, not part of the official Funnelweb v4.4 package, as
space peraits. These supplementary files inclyde DSKU vd.2,
DM1000, and foreign language character sets.

Upgrading from earlier Funnelweb versions is easy. You
Can use your old SYSCON file to quickly configure vA.49.
Load your old SYSCON into v4,40°s Configure progras and then
press BACK and "insiall® the contiguration inte v&.40°s LOAD
and FW files. You canno! safely use your old user lists
falder versions of files UL and D1) directly with the new
version.  However, the v4.40 -READ-ME #ile gives easy and
explicit directions for transferring data fros your ol¢ UL
and D files to the vA4.40 UL and DI user lists,

9719

ANY INDIVIDUAL DR ANY USER GROUP Lhat does.

THE NEW FEATURES ADDED SINCE vd.31

-=-SUPPORT FOR [SKU FILE COMMENTS: Many T user groups use
DSKU file coasents to annotate their software libraries. Now
these coasents can be 5opied and {in B0 cosuzn DISK REVIEN}
viewed and edited on screen. Norsal file by file disk
copying does not transfer DSKU file cosments to the
destination disk. Until now, the only way to copy these
cossents has been to use John Birdwell's DSKU progras, or to
use a whole disk file copier. Now Funnelweb will copy these
toasents when files are copied fros within Funnelweb's 40 and
80 coluan DISK REVIEW, Tagging files and then asking for an
action (ctrl/R) froa DISK REVIEK now has & new option
Klotes). First you Clopy) all the tagged files to’ the
destination disk by pressing "C*. Then pressing *N* will .
transfer all DSKU file comments from the source disk to the
destination disk. This is a two step process.

Fron 80 colusn DISK REVIEW you can also directly read
these DSKU file cossents on screen, and you can also edit
thew or create nes Cossents mheré nong eaisted. You gon't
read or create file cossents directly #roa the 40 colusn DISK
REVIEW, but you can wuse DISK REVIEW 40°s sector editing
capabilities to read/edit/create such file comments., Very
specific instructions on how to do this are included in the
&0 colusn DISK REVIEW documentation.

An example of DSKU file comments can be seen at the end
of this article describing each of the sepirale Funnelweb
v, 40 files,

--MULTIPLE USER LISTS SIMULTANEQUSLY ACCESSABLE  AND
DiSPLAYED ON GSCREEN: The supplementay user lists, each
listing accessable from Funnelweb’s central menus as USER
LIST or DISK UTILS have been available in earlier releases of
funnelweb, They are nice because the files called fros these
lists can have a file name of up to 10 characters and a path
nane of alsost any any length, and the files can and can
reside in wultiple .drives hard drives or rasdisks. These
user lists are great for booting software fros hard disks or
froa sultiple drive systess that have ‘resident® disks
sitting all the time in specific drives (the poor san's hard
drive). Each USER LIST can have up to 8 prograss that RUN
with the press of one key.

There is nothing new in the above paragraph. What is new
ic the ability to display up to three (40 colusn systess) or
six (B0 column systems) user lisis on screen sunultaneously
when USER LIST is selected fros Funnelwzb's central menu.
This display can a&lsa be obtained on power up if you
CONFIBURE Funnelweb to iamediately boot its USER LIST. You

can then move the cursor with the arrox keys over to the
NEXT FraGE
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Bits, Bytes & Pixels

progras you ~want to boot and press {enter) to run the
progras. Thats right folks, a sisultaneous display of up to
24 “tin 40 colusns) or 48 {in B0 colusns) prograa nases
instantly bootable fros any drive.

‘¥hat you do is create separate user lists froa within
CONFIBURE wusing Funnelweb v4.40°s UL file as a tesplate and
then save each user list to the Funnelweb boot or TIN drive
fas designated fros =ithin CONFIGURE} with a file nase other
than UL fsuch as UM, UN, etc). Then take Funnelweb vi.407s

"ML lor ALBO) file, rename it UL, and place it on the
Funnelweb boot drive. When you select USER LIST from the TIN
Funnelwed tentral aenu, KL or MLBC reads all the user lists
and displays all their file names on screen!

_ ~~ENHANCED BO COLUMN SHOW DIRECTGRY: 80 column users

already know about the ability to store sultigle large text
files in aesory for rapid viewing with 80 column DISK REVIEW.
Now you can do &lmost the saae thing froa within the 80
cofuan text/progras editor, From within Show Directory you
can Viiew) a second text file while the text file you are
editing remains in memory, The Vi{iewled file is displayed as
ane B0 colusn page of text at a time. This is not new to
vi, 40,

What is new i5 that up to 24 screens of text from one oOf
fron several Viiewled 4$iles CAN BE STCRED IN MEMORY for
ainost instant access without further disk activity, [ have
a 44 sector TI Writer help #ile that takes up only B screens.
I can store other text files in the remaining 14 screens of
the Show Directory Viiew) text storage buffer. Once I load
ay help file intc sesory, I can rapidly switch back and forth
between the texi editor and showm directory display buifers
fer viewing purposes, Fros the edit buffer I can press 5D,
Viiew) sy help file without bothering to boot a disk
directory, go back to the text I as editing, and then later
instantly bring up ay help file again as needed.

No, you can’t rapidly exchange iext between the 80 ¢oluan
edit and SD buffers without first saving youF edit buffer
text to disk. And no, this extra text Viiew) storage duffer
is not avaitable to 40 colusn users. Some of the extra VOP
aenory associated with B0 coluan cards is used to store the
Viiewled text, and this sesory does not exist on §9/4A
systems without an BO column card. 40 colusn users can still
Viiew) text fros Show Directory one screen at a tiae, but
there is no semory buffer for the Viiewled text.

--COMBINATION 40/80 COLUMN EDITOR: There are times when
80 tolusn users would benefit from a 40 coluan editor, for
exanple when preparing docusents designed to be displayed on
a 40 column screen. The new 80 colusn text/progras  editor
can be switched back and forth between a 40 and 80 celuan
display. Of course you need an 80 colusn card to get an 80
coluan display. 40 column only users still have a separate
40 colusn only editor. The 40/80 coluan editor is cosbined
with an BO colusn only Show Directory screen with all the nex
Viiew) enhancesents described above.

--IMPROVED ERROR KANDLING:

Funnelweb v4.40 should now be compatible with gros
library devices such as 0.P.A.'s gizag, the Mechatranic graa
card, and an enhanted gramulatar,

When loading DFBO spftware, Funnelweb will now display
the names of any uoresvlved REFs or duplicate DEFs that are
encountered,

=

--ACCELERATING CURSOR: The flashing cursor autorepeats
and alsop accelerates as a single key is held down, This
acceleration is nex.

--ASSEMBLY “*PROGRAM" FILE MAKE FROM SCRIPT LOAD: A
greatly enhanced Script Loader (file St), when called froa
LUADERS option of Funnelweb's central menu, can assesble a
linked group of DFBO cbject code files into runable asseably
PROBRAM FILES. Extensive documentation describing the use of
§L tells how. Tony Mcgovern says this feature has been used
extensively by his in the creation of Funneiweb v4.40. The
new Script load should be useful to those creating very large
asseably prograas fros a series of separate DFBO object files
as is pften done in the development of c99 software. If you
have any long groups of DFBO files that take forever to load
{such as early versions of the games TENNIS and ARCTURUS) you
aight try running thes through Scrigt Load to convert thes to
quick loading EA PROGRAM files.

" -~-pASSEXMBLY LANGUABE PROGRAM SERVICES: Funnelweb loads
some special assesbly language callable routines (with EQU
>xxxx}. These routines can be used by prograamers who create
source code that is designed to run froe the Funnelweb
environaent. Many of these routines have been available in
parlier versions of Funnglwed, They are now fully docusented
and available to the prograaming “public®. Scae of these
routines include:

DSRUNK, that is compatible with sultiple RS232 cards.

K5CANA, an enhanced KSCAN,

DELSPR, shuts off the sprite list for quick return to
text aode.

VMEND, a VMBN that saves space by ignoring nuls ina
fixed length data value,

VEERD, the VPD read version of VMEWD,

VFILL, fills a block of VDP RAM with a single byte value.

VETRN, writes a string to VDP,

CURSDR, an enhanced cursor routine,

DSRREN, a direct DSR reentry froa saved values.

SETERD, sets GROM address so that module }ibrary banking
is supported.

CFILES, sets the nusber of open files, as in CALL FILES

RDDEV, builds a PAB in VDP.

Below are disk directories showing the unarchived set of
Funnelweb v4.40 files on twc DSDD disks, coeplete with DSKY
file cosments describing each file.

NEXT raoe
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Filenaae File Type Size

i

AR PN
AS PGM
AT PoM
Ci 4]
c2 PoM
Co9PFL;D  D/F
CF PEM
Eb PBNM
CHARAL PoX
ce PEX
CT8K/0 D/F
bl PEN
PR PEM
DRBO PGN
BRB1 P&X
s FoM
[1]H PEM
v PGM
D PEM
EA PEM
ED PEM
ED4Q PEX
£D41 PEH
EDBO PoM

oel pex
EE PEN
FO FbN
FORETGNARC I/F
FpP Pon
FSAVE D/F
FN Pe#
LDFW D/F
LK PEM
LL PEN
LDAD PEN
1] PGN
FH P&N
n PGN
fLBo PEM
)] PEN
oF PENX
SCRIPT b/y
SL PEX
SYSCON FEM
s 4
IB4THLD  PEN

FWDOC/EASH Doy

FWDOC/EDAY D7y
FHDOC/LOAD DIV
FWOOC/PSRY DIV
FNDOC/REPT D7y

FADOC/SCLL Bry
FRDOC/TIMWR B/V
FNDOC/UTIL D/v

BO&A
8192
5432
1024
1024
80
B192
6220
1024
587
8o
542
8192
9984
B40O
7706
8192
8192
7424
1840
8192
8192
4998
8192
oz
4152
B1%2
128
3620
BO
Bla2
80
3Bl
2064
7873
8192
4978
324
342
2622
2544
8o
3002
1214
42
203

80
8O,
BO
B8O
80
8o
BO

Bo

3 4 G 4
O~ 4 P WA ) A g

~i =

kNS
490
3
32
33
33
30

33

21
33

T

i

18
33
12
15

33
i0
16
10
32
33
21

12
il

13

40
57
48
95
60
)]
31
38

ARCHIVER v3.03

ASSEMBLER, part |

ASSEMBLER, part 2

Text editor character set.

Program editor character set.

Used with c%9

CONFIBURE, part 1

CONFIBURE, part 2

Character set for DSKIL

Boots ¢%9 & neatly returns to Fil
Boots FW ¢érom senu of supercart
DISK UTILS user list

40 colusn DISK REVIEW, part 1

80 colusn DISK REVIEW, part 1 .

BO colusn DISK REVIEK, part 2

40 coluan DISK REVIEW, part 2

DSKU vi.2, part |

DSKU v4,2, part 2

PSKU v4,2, part 3

Required tp boot any ER files.

4C colusn EDITOR, part 1

40/80 colusn EDITOR, part !

40/80 coabination EDITOR, part 2
B0 coiuan EDITOR, part i

80 coluan ERITOR, part 2

40 coluan EDITOR, part 2
FORMATTER, part 1

frchived foreign character sets
FORMATTER, part 2

SAVE utility to create EA PROGRANMS
The aain FUNNELWEB program, froa EA
Boots FW from Minimes or ER sodule
LINE HUNTER assesbly code wtility
LON LOADER, needed to boot LL files
Kain FUNNELWER prograa, fros IB
DX1000, part | ‘
DM1000, part 2 .

40 coluan MULTI LIST user list.

80 coluan MULTI LIST wser list
QUICK DIRECTORY, part 1

QUICK DIRECTORY, part 2

Sasple SL script file.

Weeded to boot SL serjes of files.
Systea configuration data, forCF/CB
central senu USER LIST teaplate
Boots TI FORTH {fros XB user list.

PROGRAM EDITOR doc

B0 coluan TEXT EDITCR doc

How to boot Funnelweb, XB list doc.
Wewly available assesbly calls doc
Bug report dac

5L, LL, UL, and ML doc.

TEXT EDITOR doc, both 40LEQ colusns
CF CF FSAVE LDFN UL LH £7BK/0 dot

Filename File Type Size Cosaent

-READ-ME  D/V BO 53 It really is inportant to READFIRST
FOREIGNDOC D/V 80 3 Foreign language character sets doc
FRDOC/DREO D/V B8O 77 40 coluan DISK REVIEW doz, part |
FADOC/DRAL D/V B0 75 40 coluan DISK REVIEX, part 2
FWOOC/DRBO D/Y  BO 99 80 coluan DISK REVIEW doc, part i
FWDOC/DREL D/V BO 51 80 colusn DISK REVIEW doc, part 2
FWDOC/DRB2 D/Y 80~ 99 BO coluan DISK REVIEW doc, part 3
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LETTER TD THE EDITOR

[EDITOR'S NOTE: The following letter from Tony Mchovern
refers to a “Letter tp the Editor® fros Chris Bobbitt
published in the June 1991 issue of the Lisa Ub newsetter
BITS BYTES & PIXELS, and to comaents sade by bary Bowser at
the May 1991 Lisa MUE Conferente and recorded on video tape
#1 of this Conference.}

Dear {harlie,

© The K-UG seeting tapes arrived in fine shape and despite
the vsual probless of viewing NTSC tapes in a PAL country, 1
have managed {o lpock at a large part of thea, ¥hen I walk up
to the Audio-Visual counter at the U. of Newcastle library
with & videotape in hand, they just wave se towards the KTSC
sachine without even asking now. You really do have @ gqood
thing going at the Lima conferences.

There are a couple of itess in the tapes and in the June
BBLP that just invite cossent though, Firstly in the BBP
Chris Bobbitt has a throwaway line that should not be allowed ‘
to slip by unchallenged. {EDITOR’S NOTE: Chris says, "I hear
cosplaints all the tise froa FUNKELNEE and TIPS users that
they are always perpetually a few versions behind because it
is updated so frequently.®} Let's face it, there is always 2
certain amount of tension between comsercial  software
publishers {and also carriers of paid advertising such as
MicroPendiun} and fairware authors, As one such 1 find it
unconscionable to know of a bug-fix for one of ey prograss
and not share it immediately. Equally well if 1 cose up with
isprovements, I like to share these as scon as possible. Now
I know as well as Chris that the realities of coasertial
publishing sake it inmevitable that buggy software does not
always get {ixed for the paying customers, and that bug-fixes
and isprovesents aay well be withheld to suit cossercial
schedules, 1 have a rule for evaluating what salesmen say,
and thet is ‘“paraphrase the pitchsan®. In this case he is
claising as a virtue, a policy of delayed release of
bug-fixes and improvesents, by disparageaent of alternative
policies. 1 think the cossent was disingenuous at best, and
not at all necessary in the prosotion of Asgard’s software

line. NEXT FAsE
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Bary Bowser’s cossent is a more cosplex one to deal with,
and brings up a lot of the problems with new product
fevelopaent on our fascinating but isolated orphan of a
cosputer. [EDITOR’S NOTE: On the video tape, Gary Bowser
says about RAMBO, *Ne gave one to .... Tony Mcbovern,  Tony
KcBovern has never even pluged it into his Horizon Randisk,
He just opened up the sanual, read it, put it back in the
tox,*] There are ng sulti-gigabuck cospanies doing it, and
rarely such sore than individual efforts on a part tise
basis. The results are resarkable all things considered, but
no individual or saall group can ever do as such as they
would like. These days [ teach college physics for 3 not
very inspiring and even less rewarding living, but I have
been a hardware (but not digitally) oriented EE in the past
and still am by inclination. The gap between sy eye-sight
and nicro-electronics is widening rapidly from both sides,
especially aine, so I sostly stick to getting sy kicks fros
programaing - the 9300 is such scre fun thazn the ATs I use at
the U, of Newcastle. Cooperation between hardware producers
and software writers is even more essential for the TI-99
community than it is for currently supported wachines.
Trouble is, it hasn’t been all that apparent, Look how
little Hyarc seesed to have learned fros TI's original
horrible exasple.

Yes, there is a RAMBD here, and no, it has net been
installed. Meither has it been scld, and it may still find
application. Firstly it came as a fairware contribution froe
a Canadian User Broup, and nct fros OPA directly. Gary did
call &t terrifying length #rom Toronto {terrifying at least
‘to one here who thinks in terss of Telecoa Australia’s
billiag habits) for very interesting conversations with the
_kind of EE 1 can talk te, but no hardware, or scétware source
level info ever case to Australia out of it. As far as [ can
see my position vis a vis OPR is just that of any other
purchaser of product.. Same holds true for Korizon praoducts,
except that ! bave never been able to establish two way
contact with Bud Mills about HRD probleas. I gather Bud
doesn’t believe in the existence of life outside Ohie. At
least that beats Lou Phillips who soag suspect never even
existed (it was really Basil Fawlty on the cover of
RicroPendius I'a surel,

Broup fairware was also the way the original Horizon RD
arrived here, and that had a large influence on the
developsent of the Funnelweb systes, That and a second
sisilar 192K HRD are to this day the boot disk foundation of
ay aain 99/4a systes. So there you are, the HRDs are crasmed
to bursting and in peraanent use. Also they are the original
8-bit jobs, and conversion involves a sajor level of butchery
that I aa not prepared to undertake on essential coaponents
of my systes just to test a new product of little benefit in
ty syates as it exists, The ideal would be to install it oen
a new HRD3C0O, but 1 am very dubious about spending the money
needed unless sesory prices decline severely, The cost
certainly would never be recovered from fairware at this late
stage. As it is I have well aver $400 in a local HV99 Quest
S12¢ RD (the first dozem 32K by § chips having been bought at
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very high prices!, and I as still not convinced that it was a
wise investaent. So there’s the rub - writing softsare to
use RAMBC might have been interesting if [ had already had a

" big HRD with aemory to spare, but why cossit a swall fortune

on supporting a device of unknown detail design, no source
code provided for the:ROS nor information on possible bugs,
and not all that asuch potential benefit., When it comes down
to it an 8K block, is not too useful without Beneve style
sapping inta larger contiguous dlocks, though I did wrife out
pseudo-code for a segeented text buffer sanager for Tl-Writer
as a starter, Dther things that aight be done involve the
Asseabler and Foraatter, but without aceess to origimal
source for these it hardly seeas worth the effort as they
already work satisfactorily with the current level of
interface patching, That’s sosething that bugged ase years
ago, when after such hard work on deciphering TI-Nriter,
enough to sake significant patches and additions such as
paged SD, the original source crossed the Pacific and it was
clear that not = dasn thing of substance had been done with
it in the seanwhile. For the 99/4a | rather prefer the type
of sesory mapping isplesented by Tl in their never-released
128K RAN expansion card. We have a working one of those
built up with TI original circuit board and PAL, but is there
such incentive for writing anything for a rarity Iike that?
RAMBO is a sore likely candidate, but wiil have to wait until
the right HRD is available for use, if ever,

I had gprevicusly faced a sisiiar prables with the AVPC,
an early prototype card that soseone else had had for a year
before us, where I had to lay out $570 at K-Mart {as always
the cosputer bits bought when you needed thea are cheaper
now} on an Asiga monitor. Now in this case the benefit was
larqe, apparent, there was already the first faiga in the
house, and the wmoniter could be justified further for use
with 2 future YCR as a monitor or even a replacesent TV, The
AVPC still has the original ROM, no scurce code, and no TI
RS232 fix-up ROM, and the only realistic way to get 2
response fros DIJIT in finite time was to write to Lutz I.
as intersediary. Still, I think the B80-coluan develcpaents
here have been useful to users and producers of all 80 coluan
devices, no doubt including OPA’s TIN, but it was DIJIT that
sade the constructive approach.

Signs of the tises Hhere are that the Hunter Valiey Ub.
will cease operation very soon. It becase apparent at the
AGN that continued operation could no longer be supported by
the local mesbership, and so an orderly winding-up procedure
is under way. It was fun while it lasted, and I think the
group sade its mark on the TI-99 world. Many seabers had
already drifted off to other sachines, but others wxill
continue informally.

5o what for the future at Funnelweb Fars? Plans to aove
on to the Asiga have only been postpomed, for reasons
extraneous to cosputing. We have done very little with the
graphics capabilities, of the 938 as yet - Williaa wrote 2

set of video utilites, and I did sose not successful enough
MNEXT FoasE
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experisents on getting more cclors in text mode. But then !
look in the next roos and see where Nill, now the saster of
Anigz blitter fills, has full screen size objects rotating
with 50 Hz screen updates in perspective view, and then |
wonder why bother on the /43, Now that Vn 4,40 of Funnelwed
is tinally released, aental fatique is setting in, and 1
don't even want to think about the complete Editor rewrite
again just yet - saybe it will never happen. There would be
nothing like the Tl Asseabler source code to get the juices
tlowing again, but even that will "be too late soon. New
hardware is in such the sase category. To us over here the
99105 board is just a fleeting image on videotape, and the

-

- T S1ewany

prospect of a hard disk controller that actually works Nowadayx. when the chips are down, it's
properly is still no more than clains on an advertising waually o computer'.
flyer,

Tony Mcbovern
Funnelweb Fars

duly 4th /7 9! ¥3DONESX B.C. 991k 0SERS™ €ROQP Yay 1351
B¢ ¥e Kish #2s kind enough to donate the following “Bandy Bints” which, obriously, TI must have neglected to add to the
Jeer Macval. ™ Proper Use of Ploppy Distettes

1. Rever leave diskettes 2 the disk drive, as data can leak out of the disk aad corrode the inner mechanics of the
drive. Diskettes should be rolled up and stored in pencil holders.

2. Diskettes should be cleaned and wared once a week. Xicroscopic metal particles can be resoved by waving 2 powerful
aagnet over the surface of the disk. Ary stubborz metallic shavings can be removed rith scouring powder and soap.
Khen waring the diskette, make sure the surface is even, This will allow the diskette to spin faster, resulting in

better access tise,

3. Do pot fold diskettes unless they do mot fit imte the drive. “Big® diskettes may be foided and used in "Little”
disk drives. ‘

{, Hever insert a diskette into the drive upside down. The data can fall off the surface of the diskt and jan the
intricate mechanics of the drive.

5. Diskettes cammot be backed up by runpinz them through the lerox machine. If your dala 1s going to peed to be
backed up, sieply insert IXO diskettes into your drive. Nhenever you update a docuaent, the data will be written on %o
both diskettes.

b. Distettes sbould not be inserted or reaoved from the drive shile the red light is flashing. Doing so could result
in eaeared or possibly unreadable text. Occasionally the red light reaalns flashing In what is known as & “Husg™ or
"Booked™ state. If your system is "Hooting™, you sill probably need to imsert a few coins before being allowed access

to the slot.

1. 1f your diskette 1s full and yoﬁ need aore storage space, remove the disk from the drive and shate vigorously for 2
slnutes.  Thls will pack the data enough (Data Coapression} to allow for more storage. Be sure to cover all opeaings
aith Scotch tape to prevent loss of data.

8. Data access tise can be greatly inproved by cutticg aore holes in the distette Jacket. This will provide were
sialtancous access polnts to the disk,

9. Distettes 23y be used as coasters for beverage glasses, providing that they are properly waxed beforeband., Be mure
to wipe the diskette dry before using.

10. Never use scissors and glue to manvally edit docusents. The data fs stored much too saall for the naked eye, and
you xay end op with data from soxe other document stuck in the aidéle of your document. Razor Blades and Scoich tape

13y be used horever, previding the user is equipped nith ac electron aicroscope.
9T9 - PaGge 9

11. Periodically spray diskettes with insecticide to prevent systes bugs from spreadieg.
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@ 9840 Corner

S Bﬂ# Foh Bhesxlwrna
As I stated before, Mike McCann has not abandoned
the TL9640 community as the rumor mongers would
have you beleve. Down with the mongers! Mike has
actuall been busy writing a4 new and totally different
system of programming, utilizing a GUI, (grmphical
user interface) OOP, (object oriented programming)
and the FORTH programming lnguage. From what
Inttle 1 have seen of the system, I've come to the
conclusing that it 3s at least a "fun toy”, and at best, a
powerful tool for programming. Your level of
knowledge in FORTI will be the deciding factor m
the power of the program you can write using this
systemn, although even a beginner may produce good
results with just & minimum knowledge of FORTH
syntax. You do not NEED to know FOR’IH, but it

- would dcfmtcly hcl.

OOPsocsto n&mtmycodcwmtmcanbcr:usod
in other programs since "objects™ are small modules
of code which can be linked together 10 make a
program.  Several “objects™ are included with the
program and 1t seems fanly smmplke to design your
own. Among them are; horizontal and vertial
(Windows type) sliders, switches, buttoas, winidows
cte, »

Johin Martin gave me a demonstration of the
program last night, and in just a2 few minutes he was
abk to design a slider which c¢hanged the screen
colors as the slide was moved, and a "light switch”
which tumed the screen light or dark as the switch
was toggled. A tip for people who already have the
program and are having problems with if-then else
statements: try lower case letters...

The program <an be had for fifty dollars from
MecCann Software. Most of you Geneve owners who
have previcusly purchased software from Mike have
probably received his brochure, but if you havent,
the name of the program is HQ Stacks. That sounds
like somethmg I would dream up... (sigh)

919

Here is a short, sweet batch fiie which anyone with
# hard drive shculd love. T named it MAKE because
n makes a directory on your hard drive. What's =0
amazing about that? Have vou even used MD io
make a directory and then copied several dozan files
to your root directory because you forgot to CD
(change directory) to the new directory? I have many
times, until I wrote MAKE that is...

MD %1
CD %1

Just put the MAKE file mto a directory m your path

and it will be at your beck and call. To create MAKE .

simply type COPY CON MAKE at the dos prompt,
press ENTER., type in the two lines above, and press
CONTROL Z. Now if you are in your root doectory
and want to create a directory called DOG, jast type
MAEKE DOG and MDOS will create DOG and
change directary to DOG! ARF!

Nezt is a batch you all can use. Ever wanted to print
out a listing of a batch file? How about the docs 1o a
program? The following batch file makes it easy iv
print DV30 files right from the dos prompt.

- ECHO OFF
s
IENOT "% 1"=="" GOTO WORK
ECHO FORMATIS:
PRINT [drive] [filename]
ECHO
ECHO [drive] s optional if {{ilecname] 1s on
default drive..,
ECHO
GOTO END
‘WORK
IF "%2"=="" GOTO CURRENT
ECHO PRINTING [ %1:%2 ]
ECHO
TYPE %1:%2 >PRN
ECHO
GOTO END
CURRENT
ECHO PRINTING [ %1 ]
TYPE %1 >PRN
ECHO
:END

Sec you m June!
Bob
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West Penn 99'ers .20
The FINAL VERSION!!!
“Htilities and Wordprocessing
Environment™

Now available: over 1400 sectors of pure envirpnaental and tutorial dynamite! The' newest PLUS! (v,2.00 is over
twice the size of the nriqing] and 10 tiaes as potent.

EVERY SINGLE FILE from the original PLUS! has been rewritten, enhaaced, debugqed, andfor replaced. But it is just
as user-friendly as ever. The single keypress autcloads of tesplates in the EDIT node are classics of efficiency, and
the format coding (for italics, underlining, etc.] have become a T] wordprocessing standard. The popular {einiscule)
INSTA prograns (INSTALRBEL, INSTADUMP, ete.) have been increased to seven (taking up a gqrand total of just [9
sectors!).  They are powerful and they are fast and, betause of their size, are fdeal for keeping on any working disk
or RAX for iwaediate, big power for g variety of tasks

There are now four teeplates (foras) for you letter writers. Just type away while PLUS! does all the foraatting
for you. There are three calendar prograss. The popular desk calendar For persomal or business needs now has so rany
added features that its flexibility and friendliness are ideal for alsost any use. And there’s a yearly calendar, 2
banner waker, two colusnizers, a Gothic writer, sose large graphic pictures (with a progras to view thea, coler thes,
print thes, save thea, snd convert thes!, There's even a progras that lets you create your own cursor.  And  2nolher
that writes and prints cut in Pig Latin everything YOU write. There are prograss that autcaatically scrunch your 1B

prograss up to 501 for faster more efficient cperation.

One prograe (PLUSIVIEW) lets you set up a screen audio/visual presentation for club, buciness, or educaliona! usec.
Anather lets you create 4-tine sirips for your console (the TI-Writer/DMi0C0 is done for youl.

Tne world's tiniest {1 line) wordprocesser is also part of PLUS And there are word counters, DV/B0 arinters, and a
Righly-praised I-cclunn cataloguer that prints ¢isk envelope-size printouts of 127 Files (the saxisus on the Ti) with
your naee and the dste and all stancard info on each, A direct-access setup progras For your printer is another

powerful utility available,

There are many olher teaplates, data files, pictures, prograes, graghic codes, and such aore on this disk,
including Barry Boone’s aagnificent Fairware ARCHIVER.  But the sajor part of PLYUS! is the manual/tutorial that
explores every aspect of cur 71 wordprocessing world, The works of sany writers were selected to sake this manual the
best tutorial and wmost cosplete reference guide For TI WRITER (FUNNELWEB) wordprocessing available anywhere at any

price.

Although the vast ssjority of the files are original to PLUS! and can be found nowhere else, the addition cof the
excellent PD and persitted copyright files wmake PLUS! (Lhis FINAL Version) the Tl Bargain of the Decade and an
envircnaent that will provide years of pleasure and learning and practical utility.

Send $10 Fairware donation to Jack Sughrue, Box 459, East Douglas, MA
OiS1é& for complete disk and text materials. Thank vyou.

I hope you ® PLUS!

Geneve 9640 TIP

17-JUL. 15:51 9640 GENEVE; From: BBOONE To: ALL

This patch will allow the FCT-4 (BREAK) key to work promperly from XBASIC in GPL mode.
You must perform the SAME patch on TWO files. (XB and XB1) You must patch the FIRST
TWO files of your dumped copty of TI XB in the following way:

Locate the following string: 83D6 020C 0024 30E0 change it to: 83D6 06A0 0020 1010

That's all there is {0 it. BARRY
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CRrREDIT CARD SURCHARGES

When you use a credit card to buy something by mail, some vendors
impose a surcharge to compensate for the transaction fee which they must

pay the credit card merchant’s bank. Before you pay the exira cost, be

aware of the laws Involving credit card surcharges.

In the past, surcharges were against federal law, Though the federal law has expired,
credit card surcharges are still illegal in 10 states: California, Colorado, Connecticut, Flori-
da, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, Oklahoma, and Texas. No merchant in these
states may impose a surcharge for any credit card transaction.

Most of these state laws are similar to those in California and Massachusetts. Mer-
chants may not use‘ploys such as stating an advertised price is the cash price. The adver-
tised price must be available to all people, no matter how they pay. You may negotiate
a discount from the advertised price if you pay cash, but remember, you are [osing the
protection that paying by credit cards affords. After afl, if you have a dispute with the sup-
plier and you have pald by credit card, you can ask your eredit card issuing bank to with-
hold payment until the issue has been settled. Furthermore, you may sue the merchant
for damages if it institutes a surcharge.

If your mail-order supplier is in the 40 states that do not have antisurcharge laws, you
are siill protected. Visa and MasterCand issuing banks have agreements that merchants
must sign, stating that the merchant may not impose a surcharge for credit card use.
American Express allows surcharges only if the merchant does not accept Visa or Mas-
terCard. i you're paying with Visa or MasterCard and a surcharge has been added to your
bill, you should complain directly to your Visa or MasterCard issving bank. They can pass
the complaint on to the credit card company, and the merchant’s account could yuRimately
be terminated. You might also be able Yo treat this surcharge as a merchant dispute and
ask that payment be withheld until the surcharge Is removed.

If a vendor says it has to issue a surcharge because it is already deeply discounting
the product, or because its price reflects the cash discount, remind it of the [aw or the

credit card company's policy. if the vendor refuses to budge, consider taking your business
—Saul D. Feldman

elsewhere.
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Clip or photocapy and sae~—y

$1 DISCOUNT 972

ON ADMISSION TO ANY

ONTARIO
COMPUTER FAIR

DATES AND LOCATIONS ON BACK

BUYERS NEED MORE BACKBONE
As a consumer and attorney, 1 was
appalled when I read your Ombudsman
column and saw that censumers are
wailing one and two months to resolve
their problems with vendors.

I suggest that il a customer pays by
credit card, he or she insist that the card
be billed at the time of shipment—not
belore, If the vendor has a problem with
that, find another vendor.

Unless you really need a particular
piece of equipment or you have a good
previous relationship with a vendor, I
would not wait longer than 30 days for
an order. This is long enough for a com-
pany to live up Lo its end of the sales con-
tract. I always follow up a phone order
will a lelter stating that on the thirtieth
day of reccipt of my order, the sale (if
not completed) should be canceled.

If as a group, we put a little backbone
into our buying power, there would be
fewer complaints, and Ombudsman
could go on to other pursuits.

Robert Norman Leventhal
Guynedd Valley, PA

PC Soukces, AucusT 1991 2

ONTARIO

COMPUTER FAIRS

MARKHAM

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 - 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
MOUNT JOY COMMUNITY CENTRE

B140 18th Avenur, Off Hwy, 48, 2 km. north of Hwy. 7.
East on 16th Ava., than North 1st drivewsay

beasgide schoolyerd.

TORONTO

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 - 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COURCON)

ST. LAWRENCE NORTH MARKET

Threa biocks east of Union Station to

--------------------------------------------- P ]

979

82 Fromt St, Esst,
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