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Newswsletter Nine-T-Nine

TIDBITS #45

-By Steve Mickelson, President 979 Users Group
Compuserve 76545,1255; Delphi SMICKELSON; GEnie S.MICKELSON

Renewat/Election Time

Another year has passed and it’s time to remind members to renew membesships and to prepare for elections of your 1991 Executive. With
the advent of a new year, we see that the T1 is still well supported, including a number of new products, including 8 MIDI music interface,
new hard/floppie disk controller, new expansion baxes, and a number of new software releases.

The most important news from our last meeting is that our user group meetings will now take place on the last Wednesday of the month,
at Canada Remote Systems. The next meeting will be January 30. C.RS. now has a new meeting hall facilitics, so our meetings won't be
as cozy as the last couple of meetings, which were in very cramped quarters. Also, thanks to all those in charge of newsletter exchanges,
who have noted the club’s new mailing address,

Double Vision?

It was pointed out to me, Jast mecting. that the Extended BASIC program listing, in last month’s Newsletter 9719 was printed twice. Funny
thing was that 1 was 50 engrossed in cutting and pasting the December’s issue,(in the wee hours of the morning, F'd like to add), that I
ended up doing another listing and lay-out not realizing that I had already included the listing in my artwork! I guess that’s one of the
occupational hazards of trying to juggle back to back meetings and newsietters within a couple of weeks, holding down a job and preparing
for the Christmas holidays. It's amazing Mr. Murphy hasn’t arrived to "Lay Down the Law*, any sooner!

Ontario Computer Fairs

Because of our limited budget, the 9T9 Users Group passed this fall, in paying for & table at the last Computer Fest "90, which was held
at the Arts & Crafts Building at the CNE. The table originally offered at $150.00 was offered at a reduced $75.00. Still too steep a price
for a non-profit organization with limited funds. Unfortunately, attending such Fests almost always resulted in two or threc club
memberships.

Since we did not have a table at any T1 Fest last year, the usual membership or two we lose cach yeat, was not replaced.

It was with great pleasure that I received a phene call from MrJim Creighton, of Ontaric Computer Fairs. Mr. Creighton told me that his
organization sponsored focal computer Fairs around Ontario and that, in addition to the fifty or so commercial vendors, our Users Group,
if accepted, would be provided a table, with electrical power connection gratis! Mr. Creighton recognized the importance of computer users
groups to the computer community and therefore had hoped we could participate in the next fair, on January 27, 1991, at the St.Lawrence
North Markat, 92 Front St. East,(at Jarvis St.). A check with those exceutive 1 could get a hold of approved acceptance of the offer. When
1 calied Mr.Creighton back, he asked if they cou!d place an ad in the newsletter, namely a $1.00-off coupon to pass os to our members,(sec
last page of this issue).

It seems that there are a couple of other fairs in the Toronto vicinity, that our club may represent, I will inform you here if we do. The
Oshawa T1 Users Group participated in one such Fair in Bowmanville, which was covered in a Jocal Oshawa newspaper. I agrred with
Mr.Creighton's philosophy that fairs being held in Bowmanville and Burlington would be territories covered by the Oshawa and Hamilton
users groups, respectively. However, fairs in Brampton and Newmarket, would be of interest to cur group, as they would fall within arcas
already serviced by the 9T9 Users Group.

Although no fair is planned this year in Ottawa, North Bay, or Sudbury, I mentioned that there are T groups there, which might be
interested participating in a fair. Apparently consideration is being given to expanding in 1952. Perhaps this may be 2 solution to the
reduced resources of the Ottawa Users Group, which I understand has shrunk considerably since Ottawa had discontinued exchanging
newsletters with other users groups. Perhaps all the clubs in Ontario should consider uniting resources and arranging to have a TI fest

within one of these fests. | have not brought this idea to our executive or members, as we have yet to have & mecting.

However, Mr. Creighton was receptive to such an idea, as long as commercial ‘TI vendors paid for tables. The Jogistics of planning such
a fair are complex and involved, but I feel such a fest is worthy of discussion.

MEETING DATES FOR 1991;:

January 30 - FEBRUARY 27 - MarcH 27 - APRIL 24
- MAY 29 - JuUNE 26 - SEPTEMBER 25 - OcrtoBER 30
- NovemBER 27 - DecCeMBER 1l

PLease NOTE - ALL MEETINGS ARE ON A WEDNESDAY.
nTNn _ Darnc
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Tribute paid
to John Birdwell

It is always sad to hear when somcone
we are close to has passed away, be it fami-
ly, friend or someone in the T1 communi-
ty. Many times, they aren’t recognized for
their achievements until it is too late.

in our midst, we have a programmer suf-
fering from liver cancer. The prospects do
not look good for his recovery. He has
devoted almost all his time to his family
now, Many people have wondered why this
individual has disappeared from the
TI/Geneve scene, and it wasn't until 2 week
after seeing him at the Chicago Faire that
1 realized he had problems. He was keep-
ing the illness to himself, but viz a friend
I learned. A year ago, he was a happy,

- healthy man; today he is a man 50 pounds
thinner and several opcrations older.

Liver transplant is not possible. His time
is running short. [ doubt we will ever sec
updates in software from him again. He is
well known fur his work, and has a major
picce of fairware in existence. Many peo-
ple have never paid their fairware portion.
though they routinely use his program.

The program is Disk Utilities, the author
is John Birdwell. For those who now want
to ante up their fairware contribution,
John's new address is 1310 Kent Court.
Wheaton. 1L 60187.

Our focal user group routinely takes in
donations for fairware authors. This month,
we have selected John Birdwell as our re-
cipient. We regret it is under these circum-
stances. but it is about time John is recog-
nized for his contributions.

John's other major contribution has been
the work with the Myarc Disk Manager V
for the Myarc HFDC (quite a bit of MDM35

was by Mike Dodd). John was planning on
doing the streamer support for the Myard
HFEDC, but that won't come to be by him.
John was also working on Disk-One. lts
status is uncertain, but it is doubtful it will
be completed.

John's future is not certain. What is cer-
1ain is that the higher the morale of the in-
dividual, the healthier the individual is, and
the longer the individual can be productive.
Prayers are acceptable. the more the mer-
rier. When [ last spoke with John, he com-
mented, “*It won't be 30 days, | don’t know
if it will be two months or six months. The
doctors said the weekly treatments werc
starting to hold the cancer. [ have hope.”

I have only met John two or three times,
but conversed through mail/messages quite

a bit. John hus helped me out on quite a
few problems over the past couple of years.
He was always willing 10 give. Now it is
time to repay John for what he has done
for us. Many times we have wished we
could have said something before it was too
late. 1t is not oo late now. Speak (and user
groups act) to show your appreciation. You
have the opportunity now,

John. 1 would like to personally say thank
you for providing us Disk Utilities and
those other utilities that have straightened
out my problems, and I am sure those of
others, from time 10 time. It was very much
appreciated. 1 hope you will be blessed
with the cancer going into recession and
with a flow of gratilude demonstrated by
the Ti community. You deserve it.

Beery Miller
, Memphis, Tennessee

(Miller received permission from Bird-
well to discuss his medical condition pub-
licly before submitting this. — Ed.)
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READ 20138

20138 29-DEC 03:32 General Information
John Birdwell
From: DONJONES To: ALL

In case the bad news has not yet come here, John Birdwell,

Chicago Users' Group, a fine programmer,

Thursday, the day before yesterday.

a member of the
and an even finer person, passed away
Services are planned for Sunday in Wheaton,

Illinois. I thought that everyone should know this. Don Jones

FORUM>Reply, Add, Read, "?" or Exit>

20357 6-JAN 13:35 General Information
RE: John Birdwell (Re: Msg 20207)
From: SMICKELSON To: D24 (NR)

I deeply regret his passing, the TI Community was richer for his contributions
and certainly poorer with his passing. He will be missed. ‘
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_ONTARIO
COMPUTER
FAIR

Over 50 exhibits offering
scvings cnd selection in
computers, softwcre, peripherals,
word processors, games,
training, and related products.

“Admission $4.00

Sun. Jan. 27 - 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

St. Lawrence North Market
- 92 Front St. East

Only a few minutes walk from
subway, Union Station, and
hundreds of free parking spots.
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ONTARIO COMPUTER FAIR

Sunday, January 27 - 11 a&.m. to 4 p.m.

Downtown Toronto
St. Lawrence North Mar\lget
o2 Front St. East

$1 OFF REGULAR ADMISSION

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COURPON



