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Thanks o the generpsity of Computer ShogperAand the editor’s (Stan Veit) continued suppart of the Tl community, 1 was
able to atlend the fourth, nnual 1] Faire sponsgred by the Chitags User Group and held at Triton College Saturday,
Novesber 1. It was a great iime for all attendees. The crowds were about half the size of times past (abdut 1lgbg or
soi, bul the interesiing thing was that there were no dlsapﬁoxnted vendors, oul of the 3% or so with bogths, The dollars
changed hands iike military secrets at the United Nalions  "We have one from a tired userg base (novices, serious users,
gxpeft users) to, really, one Lier - serious, expert users. Users willing to spend some "serious” doilars on some of the
real new hardware and software for their machines. No one stays on the Sidelines with a 3 year old orphan, You either
ave to 6ET sericus or get out, Angvay T was terribly twpressed nol just with the way the Fair was run (ierrxf;callyﬂ
¢ ihe speakers on the pfogram {Clin Puiley on €99, Chris Bobbitt onthe new Asgard producls, and Peler Hoddie on ihe
susic tapacity of the /4R), bul also the fanalics thal attended. They attended froa California, New York, Massacuseites,
Ottava, Tennassee, and besrgia, They bou%.t oul the place. And npt the $4 cartridges, bul the nev, sophisiicated
hardware and softeare fros all over. 1 was a mature, grown-ue bunch of 99ers wo have survived the three year stint in
the orphanage. | was encouraged and really enthusiasiic afier atlending Chicago. | was equally encouraged By the faci
that Sandy- Barteis (Chicags V.P. and probably future president) said there wouid definitely be Fift Fair next year.
Probably fealuring the 9648, See ya there:
New Products Seen...
At the Chicago Fair‘ Rsgard (avarded the *Sofiware Producer of the Year' in the December 11 Forus colusn in Computer
Shopper) ran irue to forw and iniroduced three z-ziting new software products for the 93/4&. 'Total Filer® (824 5% fron
fsgard, PO, Box 1838, Rockyille, MD 7€ 8563 (.e.1 345-2492) 15 the 1rst "text-based”, free-form database for the Tl
Gritten by Warren Agee in c99, "iolal Filer* aoesn't use fieids like tradilional databases, With "Tolal Filer” you can
enter inforgation in any fors or fashion intc the record and enter your own keywords. The, "Total Filer” can search on
any keyword and even use ‘wildcards® to pick records, Far' example, if you had some records ang “assesbiy” and
*asseabier®, you could search for boih words by using the wildrard search phrase "assesbl$s”. Records with “assasbier
and  ‘assesciy’ as the keywords should be retrieved 5y ihal search.  You can use "Total Filer® in many ways apd I fand 1t
a useful tool. [ use it to index texi-based informalion like journal references and absiracts in &y medical practice.
fnoiher winner from Warren Agee and Asgard
hiso released by MAsgard was_ "High Gravity” ($14.95 from Asgard). Pecple always write to Coaputer Chopper to ask why
there are no nev games for the T1. 1 tell thes that the users Rave, generally matured beyond ithal fork of soflware, and
that the market” for games i3 probably sas.l. Weil, Asgard has Cose oul wilh a hybrid - & gase that is both fun and
educational. "High Gravity®, writiep by Tom w,ile (also in €99, is a gake in tnat you bry to Ffire a food pod o a
stranded spateship througﬁ a saze of pianels for points. You cannol sfeer the pod you have to rely on the gravitaiional
pull of the various planels Lo guide te pod to the spateship. Thus, you learn in a realistic vay about gravity and ils
effects in space.  You can vary the nuaber of planels, and their gravity to add to the learning experience. Realiy a
nice progras. el done and reasehably prited.
The third ?art of the Asgard Trilogy, "Font Writer” ($24.35; will be the subject of a full reviev ina fulure issue of
I suffice 1t to “say  that the author, J. Peler Hoddie has produced and ex:eilent'?rogram tha! accomplished the
sercing of arachics fros T1 Artist or Character Set and Graphics Design and texi from TI ¥riler” Frinlec together. on
the same page and formatled as you desire. An excelient produclivily tool. @ must. Buy it.
Another Eradutt seen and io be reviewed {s the "Printer’s Apprentice” froe Mclann Software (P 0. Box 34163, Qmaha
Nebraska 66134; 822 58). It is an iwplesentation of "Print Shcgfttgﬁ for the T (well alwost!). Written in Forth and
comciele wilh 5 fgpgs ang a prarrayito design you ownl}, Agpren jce” allows you to make custows designed page layouls and
anl.e T}PU.‘;er files with progor:xonal spacing, wigrajustification, and hyphenation. Its a peath “from the came guy
t®..2 Mclannd thal prograemed “Business &raphs 35° (now only $15.95 froam McCann). [ hope fo spend more time on this
progras in Jater issues. '
1 also have a copy of Monty Scheidl's BPL Asseabler and Linker (Ryte Dala, 218 Mountain Sireel, Haliburton, Ontaric KoM
ﬁgﬁgpofzSE} 45727743 bet 1t will fake alitile work for any non-Zssenbler sentality to get these beauties’running4 Feep
3 J.

Nibbles and bits. ..

Tow Rhodes, the producer of the aost practital product for the TI probably ever, "Flip Sirips”, has wov till

; T odu ' " rips”, has woved but siiil has
sQme dof these spiral boun? overlays for the TI available for $4. " These are ke?board strips for the {op of youruéachines
already pripted Yor wost Tl tariridges and several Fairware prc?:ans and some blaz. omes tc be filied in far other
prograws. Very nice. Get thes from Toa at ! Edgevcod Court, CRillicothe, Dhio 43¢t

There are a coupie of fairs planned this spring The Second Annual for both. The New Jersey 1l uter Dwners’

oare a (ny f lanned th ng  The b h. reey 11 computer Owners’ Fun

5?23»‘5{“9§f41'§5é Pgegeéf ggréhk;EAa}URgsslig f2§$:43;51§ch001 in Roselle Park, NJ. For more information contac: Art
rs ! P2 i-2- 374 elpnl JVUsernage= L

o

¥
The GSecond Annua! New England 99 "Fayuh”® wiil be held Apri] & For wore info, contact the :
ser broup, One Center Plazg, Boston, M 52168 or Walt Howg right herz on Qelphi (Ugerna|e=HﬁL'rZ;i'-

=N

Well, there you have the first issue of TINN. Its a start. Lei me know what you think. Whal you would like to see
With the resources on Uelphi, we will be abie o answer agsi of your needs. 5ust let me know whal you would lixe to_see
in TINN and we will try to provide il. MNore prograssing? More reviews? Less reviews? Whatever. Orop us a linme. 'Tiil

next {ime, see you ‘round ihe campus.

n,QeIphi is easy. Dial 1-800 544-4665iNot likely
will “give gou the TYMNET or TELENET access

For those reading this who are not Celphi mesbers, joining The 0
02 baud, "and that includes all network charges such
T

. . 1 [
available in (amada; will lel you know -Editoriand the Delphi operat
telecn nuaber nearest to you. Rates are $7.2¢ per hour for 309/
or TELENET. You can sign op for as little as $i6.88 and f
5
N

<ps ~4

hat you will receive a handy quick referefce cargd
arbled , txae in the Jelter 'A' and the prospt will
t - enter

ong hour of free time on line. If the imitial prompt i
INTI99. Last you will be asked for &

. Then eréie- DELPHI. Next you will be asked for a USERNAR
. Ender TELELA"A and you will be off and runnming.

passwor
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Durxng the Ea:} |og§h or 56 1 have talked wilh a lot of TI owners. They always ask somewhat I think of the Geneve ang !

ever hesitale {o offer my opxnxow Then, 1 ask whai they think of (raig Miller's work on an IB¥ add-an. ihe

overWHEAa.n esponse tauerd K9 s hardvare could best be described as indifférent. It looks like everyone is wailing for
Geneve and 1 can’t undersiand it
If that's what you want... ... ..

Durin three years in the TI world, I have never ¢ to b zed at ceputer users It's

yeai o ave never ceased to be amazed al the siu upi idity of 3Ny COBRPULET users. iy 5

31‘;3?1oi§ke pecpia don't know how to read the books thal tome with the hardeare and software. (Ii's no different in the

v i .

Some of the worsi of fewders are the dealer: For example, I had a TI dealer recently tell me that yo ou had to leave your
tomputer on for 4 ainutes before using it sc that 14 could wara up.  1've never heard of anything 5o asinine....and you
wonder why peopie have trouble using a Compul

In any case, the beginning of 1987 should see some exciling de.elopnen 5 in the Tl world. I will be interesied ‘o see
wha Cr31? 15 developing his IBX box for. ] un erstaru that it 15 4 large American toapany cutside the Ti markeiplace.
In fact, I guess thal sevéral pesple who are fbigk in 1EY Iand vL51ted {raig and told him thal there was no wav you tould
inlerfate a 44 wilh an iek " these vere ;one of the top pesple in the 1EM community. .. . to which (raig repliad *Oh
really’ as he showed ihea a prototype. [ love it when an underdog shuts down the ‘know-it-alls”. '

Mv suggesiicn is that if you xntewd tc keep your TI, seriously consider the IBM box over the Geneve. The hardeare and
softwalfe possibilities are avesome!

Tﬂéggi o all of vou for your support in actually reading the Ra€ faithfully. [ have really enjoyed crealing 1t eath
ROT LD,

- and v -z
J on 3 sonthly basis by

665 ¥. Vishkah fberdeen, WA 9852¢, U.S.A. ,phone: (268 533-6647 Source 10 TI75i3 GEnie
nd run Lt ough Saei?-cﬁec%:
6780 DATE: } Dec 1986 TITLE: T /lA URE SUBJE'T' COMMENTS ON THE
UTURE DIRECTION OF THE TI99
aission of the 979 Users Gro uE and Steve Mickelson
Requiea For A Computer
If Ron Albright's Or ? » Chronicles were 4o have a third voluwe o tell the final chapler of the 5 of the TI-95/44
Home Compulefi the third of the trilogy might read like the closing chapters of a Adveniure -drasa type novel
For sake of an analegy , take ihe s.n&xng of the unsinkable S5 Tlianic, (ironic name play), a ship designed to sail
securely through the dauge.ous seas of the Computer Ocean. Struck by an ite berg the ship sails undaunted for vhat secss
like an eternxty,fturce yearss.  Dur ship analagy would have the crev juliping ship al first call of dosa with the
passengers left o fend for themselves, keeping the iliusiricus vesse: afloal.
This siory now seess to be rushin ng, to itz ultimale and siiil not clear end, For now we see thal the passengers are
sabing their way o two different lifeboats. one nazed Genave' and the other, NG. The sentimeni for years was thal the
T1-9974A would continue along, reborn in any of a nusber of possible names, the TI-95/8, Corcomp Phoenix, T1-95:128, elc
Now, sadly, it seess thal many in our comwuniiy have reached the contlusian that {the renaxn ng users must make a choice
go the way of Uraig Miller and use our 2z an appendage of some IBM clone or go the way of Myari intc unchariered
vaters of the 9935 ang its unigque operaling systex. Those whé feel compelled to fu‘.ou will be phza;cally coniribuling
to the ?reatest rift xet felt in our dvindiing community. Ellher way you are choosing to esbark o a tamp whith will
have little in coason, software or hardeare speaking, with the other
[ would just like o comseni thai although 1 purchased =z TI prior to the TI pull out, I have yet fell compeiled ‘o
"abandon shx?" There seews to still be a core of enthusiastic supporters for out o.ahan vho keep producxn, ha dvare
and sofluare tu mee! uy needs as a wser. I think thal some of those wnc have defected to ihe “dark side”(if 1 { use
that ters), have dona” 50 in response to a real need, usually for business reasons, “because there Just wasn'i the sc‘tware
to fill their needs ‘n »ne Ti cossunity. Whiie others,{ and | suspect the majority of defector ), Xe.t because of the
sales hype and turios . which were probably the reasons why the bough! a cosputer 1n the first place.
Having made the tho.ce of bu,xng a clome,{ or the real thing), and lcosing theip shirt sellin % their old TI §;sie ang
softwdre, boih groups now .awxonalx-e their decision by saying their new tonﬁuter 1s the bes . hing sinte f:uare tent
hoola-hoops  and jou ;hcald ,get one, too”, as if asking we t0 join thea o help thes convince themselves and others ihai
they made the right choice,("see he bought ome tac!").
Weil to all of you on the rails about to make the plunge, I say STOP!! Has your co:puter suddenly stop doing al‘ the
things it has performed for the last several years?'I resesber how 11 seemed that I and sy in-laws all got ints "“{‘“9
nev vehicles,{five of us purchased new vehitles within a year or s¢). Granted the old onmes "all =gened an tuexr ast
legs, and the Canadian winters with road sali anc snow helps briag uhem to a presature death-- that's anather storyl. 5o
spr.n tones along and tar owner's fanc, turns to the shiney nev kodels, and onte one gets a ne¥ one like leanxn~s we 3!l
fo gel rig> of the old heap for the nev aodel, The same go:s for computer and reading the reviews ve all wani™iS
repéace the cld 7I,{even the Source sent a maiiing referring to 1% as a classic, wilh an antiJue roadster piciured on the
tard}.
So much for the ‘CulVES% THINK about the reasons not tc juap ship. 5 your s stea suxll |eetxng your cone iting needs? Do
you belong to‘o. nov 0 gahser group in your area, suppartxng the T' 9 /4A7 o you sub cr‘be 10 a newsle ter or magaTine
which supporis you unit? Do “you Have any friends or acquaxnuances who use your computer? Have you recently purthased

hardvare or softuare for your TI?7 If you can answer yes tc most of the above, then there is still hope!

Dor't give up the ship! I can still recail how a recent "defector” rewarked how there vas a sense of fraternity among Ti
géega gggig ? 155ing in the world of big blue clones. The expression: "better to be a big frog in a small pond”®, seess to
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The following vas caplured froz the Source!

ID: TI3854 DATE: 15 Jan 1987 TITLE: TRITON/MG COMPUTER SUBJECT:
ABOUT THE SOON TO BE RELEASED COMPUTER FROM TRITON AND NILEER 65=§a§99r1““

TEXT:

Based on a tip from a friend in another part of the couniry (noone who talls here), I talled TRITON today. Since [ have
no canf;dencgs to violate, I can fgeegv pass along tKe information I obtained. I was able {o corfirs the following
information through a discussicn with a VERY reluctan! “salesperson. _ :nz volunteered no information at firsi, but
resp?n:e; to dirett quest;zna. TRITON is about {o anpounce the $493 Tt#:_ XT conguter. wh.zh is mode- swilchable belween
the T1-33,4R and its own i coapatible capability. It comes with 256k, expandable t¢ €dvx. It contains onme DSDD drive,
a parallel interface, composite_and RGE poris, and & (7) card slots for IEM cards. It shares the keyboard, monitor, ang
to sowe exien!, drives with the TI. I was unable to detersine (so_was the salesperson) whether "1t has an Ré-222
interface bulit in, whether_ in TI mode it could use any of the 256k, and just how much the drives could be inierused

The PE box remains in plate. The ccapuler will be available in March. 'The salesperson had never heard of (raig Miller
or Niller Graphics, she said. She did not knov any more than she could get out of the literalure in front of her.

IBM CCMRATIEBILITY FOR_THE 99/4A.

1. Two part systes.A TURED XT and a small bridge box that connects to the side I/0 port on your 4A.

2. The TURBD XT is an S{ Mhz, 4,77 Mhz (switchable) mother board, power supply, XT style case, (GA color graphics card
Thoth 68 and Longoste). Flopry Disk contreiar 1 -balf high DS/00 Gibk rive Farallel gort and Z5¢ of Rak on the
sother board. The mother board has sockels for up to 648K7of raa. There are £ expansion siots, two of whith are used by
the CBA card and the Floppy disk controller. . '
3. The bridge box has inputs for 4R Video in, XT Video in and outpuis for IT Kegboard out and Momitor ocul. It also
contains the software for Keyboard swilching belveen 4A mode and XT mode and the scfiware to coaverl the 44 key strokes

+

into XT keycodes. [t also has a pass through'sc you can keep your P-Box or other Peripherals hooked up.

4 Mode 5¢itching frop 4h to XT can be done through Basic or I-Basic with CALL XT or by holding down FCTN CTRL ENTER on
power up of the 4R

L. Mode switching from XT 4o 44 is done by pressing FCTN CTRL ENTER.

€. The ONLY items shared by the two systeas are the 4A keyboard and your curreni moniter or TW.  Yes you tan get 8¢
columns oul of a composite wopitor, but it 15 easiest to read with the calor turned off in 8¢ mode. The X7 allows™ HGDE
46 shich aiso gives {ou 40 colusn mode. Graphics programs, such as gakes and drawing prograss work fine in 88 colusn and
wost obher soffvare thal doesn't combine weird foreground and backgréund text colors are also quite readable.

7. By nol 3 aving the disk drives i{ is possible Lo do concurrent processing on the ¥7. Example: €o into IT aode, siart
up your CZW.NICATIONS software, log on io a BES and siart a down load. Now you cam switch modes back to the 4A and do
shatever you would like in 4A sode while the XT is still down loading frow the BES!!

§. We have tested this system on a numbep of 4A sgsten'confi urations and have “:,n3 it to be very cospstinle  Since it
is an IBK clone it i5 alsc fully compatible with bolh IEX software and [BM HARL.-=Z  Yes, you cam add -4 IBM cards you
would like to the systes.

9. The siniaum 4A systea requirements: A TI 99/4A ronsole and a monitor or a TV set with RKF aodulator

General Infs!

1. This sysiem is being marketed by Triton Products Company in San Franciscs, CA. They are alss handling the production
of the bridge boxes and they have contracted for the Turbo {7 Clones to their specifications.
The systes has a 2¢ DAY money back guaraniee and a | YEAR parts and labor warranty.

3. The tost for this system (Turbo XT, Bridge box and cables) is 499.09 plus 19.9¢ for shipping and handling.

~y

4. Their toll free nusber for addilionmal infc and/or 3 é-pa%e 4-calor brochure on this sysies is 888-227-: w0y, (Lditors
Note: This nusber is toii free here in Canada'), Monday through Friday - GAR to 6PH and Sa{urday M to &tr  Facific

Tise

PLEASE DON'T CALL THEM UNTIL MONGAY, JANUARY 19, 1987 FOR TECHNICAL INFD OR QUESTIONS. You can call before then to get a
brochure. The pecpie that answer the phones are going through a iraining course this week so they won't be ablé to
properiy answer your questions uatil then.

5. Delivery is scheduled ‘o star! on March ist of this year. .We have been using this systex for awhile now and we are
very pleased with its performance. This isn't vaporware, ALL RD, testing and softeare is compleie and the unils are
readv. for production. so the March tise frame 15 a reaiity. A last, a KAJCR expansiop for the 4f. We hope you are as
weazed with this proz. 4 as you have been with our other products in the past. As the Triton Brochure savs.MARE THE IEM
IRNZ TION TO YOUR T.:: 4A

Category: GENERAL_IMFORMATION Subject: TURBD XT STUFF From: 113592 Posted: 17 JAN 1987 3:20 pa

{Ndext,{P0yst, or Return for amcre:

[ have ordered a Turbo XT fros Triton and vas able to get SOME additional info. The systes comes with N0 key- board5 the
TI keybgards_runs every- thxng. The "bridge box* sees3 to in- tercept ONLY the keyboard, and passes this to the keyboard
on the X1. There is apparently NO communication with XT bus tratfic, hence NG data sharing at all, unless I as wmisssing

something.

Mos: likely, the TI and XT viege; outs go to the bridge box, and one *aonitor out” goes to the lonxtor,vguT, it of course
will not run T! sofiware on a Fit moniior, even tnought the XT has an,RGB_out?ut as well as a composile. L may be
possible Yo bypass this and run the XT on #&: - | ordered it primarily for the clone part, and confirmed that 1t 15
returnable in 3é days if 1 am dissatisfied Score = one keyboard, one monitor, still two boxes. (lose, but no
cigar.(Ed. Note: He coulc always gel a RAVE Keyboard, see reviev elsewhere in this newsletier)

-End-



From F.L.U.G. (Dallas,Tx):
A DESCRIPTION OF THE GENEVE COMPUTER WITH RELAVENT
CONMENTARY REGARD.NG WHAT IT NEANS TO US AL
K Chris Bobbitt
Copyright Chris Bobbitt 1986

At it's introduciion, the H jarc Gene 13 [uﬂpdt&: will be alnng the most advanced computers a a;lable and defx i
uo:t advancad "hoke conﬂuver n history. It is aore powerful than many sinicompulers, is avazla le al a p
vould Fave been unheard of 3 yea.s ago. "The following xs a description of some of the capabxlxtxe: of this
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TP vhile labeled as being for the i
garlxe(, 1} 8150 can suppord sopn1=.1cated appiications inputed from both egotlc and conﬁg;ggqutggsgu 'Eﬂtf?u ;
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design/sanufacturing/engineering (CAD/CAM/CAE) sytes is fully supporlable given proper software. Light pens are o;
Lourae appr?pr;ate input devices as is information from a video cassétie recorder or a video caméra. indeed viin
external converter devices available on the narket you tan pxpe in television signals and enjoy trisp resolution a;
vibrani colors never seen befare from a cosmercial television set, thus putting your R6E monitor on overtime ' nd



DISK_DRIVES:
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The Geneve, when utilizing a Myarc Disk Controller, will be cazable of transfering up to 1. 2Mbits/sec from disk to me
- or roughly twice as fast as any computer for less then $10,vee  When used in conjunction with the Myarc Hard

controller,” this spead gqes up t0 SMbits/sec (5 MILLIGN baud!), which is fasi enough to do full-screen real- 3
anisation with 18 screens displayed per second (as ogposed to the average movie which dispiays ¢ pittures per second t
¥ .
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athieve apparant motion). Again, this capabiiity is far beéond_uhat comparably, and much hi%her riced machipes a
tapabie of doing. This 15 actoaplished bg utilizing an area of RAM in the computer {called 6 wail stale Slatic RAM
which 8K is availabie in a standard Geneve) as temporary storage, along with the very modern WDS1772 disk contrail
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To put this in persgz:tive, compare the Geneve to othar computers. The Geneve comes with G40K of RAN, equivaient to a
ful x tonfigured JEF PC XT. This memory Is expandable o 2 wegabyles, twice the standard wmemory of an Alar: 1643 7
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The Geneve is assembly language tompatable to the TI mini computer world, and awaits a member of that communily to make
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that software run.
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the "Perils of Pauline” development path of the Geneve, so fraught with delays  Time to
1 has been purchased with the sweat of the develog?r in a process which vould normally have
e warning.
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