


JOE*S EMFIRICAL FROGRAMMING

Fart Three

At a recent meeting, someone Lopking at B0 column files is

asked me about BO column monitors, difficult because of the line
hoping to end the need to window wrapping that occurs.

across the screen when using a An B0 column monitor would be
text editor. My answer had a great addition, but in it's
nothing to do with 80 column absence, this works nice. I might
monitors but rather presented my add at this point that I have
own  way around the problem. The often seen some users dreaming and

problem is— How tan you display BO searching for something new, and
columns of text on a 40 column not using the potential of the
screen? The solution offered by | machine that they have. When 1
the EDITOR is to show only 40 ' think back to the time when 1

columns at one time, and Jlet you couldn™t even spell  formattor,
window across to see the entire (now I"m using one) I realize that
line of text. You start with the I"ve come a long way baby!

first 40 (0-2Z9), then the middle
40 (20-59), and fimally the last
40  (40-79). I was always getting
lost on the page and would also
loose my place when I reformatted,
s0 I've been using this idea.

I now do all my tewt work in
40 columns. I do this by first
setting the TARS at O for the LEFT
margin and 39 Ffor the RIGHT
margin, and while I'm at it I use
S for the INDENT. The first lines
of my document are FORMATTER
commands  so that the page will be
printed properly. These include

LM, FRM, 1IN, FI and AD (check the . WUUSERS GCGROUP

B P
MANUAL)Y commands. If you are as T OFFICERS s
lazy as I am, then you can pause e o
at this point and save the file £ PREGIDENT s
with a name like START. The next ﬁ. FRANK ASHBURN.......582-8886 E'

time that you write something, Y R
begin by loading the START file, i VICE PRESIDENT :’
then continue with your text. I ¥¥ JOE NOLLAN..........572-4680 %&
cancel the line numbers on the Eﬁ ¥
left side so that I will see all ;si‘ SECRETARY :
40 columns and away I go. When v LARRY HAWK..........564-3884 i-
the document is printed, the 54 i
commands at the start will tell <& TREASURER w
the formatter to print the full §§ RON PREWITT.........474-7310 3
page width for the hard copy. tf £
There is an additional advantage i; LIBRARIAN §§
to this 40 column format, and it 7 TOM KING....ve000v...535-2563 @
becomes apparent when viewing the it gﬁ
file with a file-reader. The DM & o-porToRs i
1900 disk manager is one  program }; JEAN SCHMIDT........735-9056 5%
with a file-reader option. These it CHERI JEFFRIES.....,.838-7995 i
file~readers will show the 40 Y L
column  text just as you wrote it. S A P RS
\_ ’

T
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JEANS JOTTINGS

1 first would like to apologize
to our readers for our newsletter
being late last month. My hopes
My hopes are that it won’t happen
again. Also, in putting it together
a 2nd page of Jim Luque’s excellent

article (the one with all the
graphics) was left off. We include
it in this month™ s newsletter. We

are learning about composing a
newsletter, so write it off as a
learning experience and hopefully
it won"t happen again. Sorry all!

As I mentioned last month, I
have been purusing the newsletters
and here are a few of the articles
which struck my eye.

KC 99@r CONNECTION -
/Aug B8
¥ 1 - FRE-SCAN IT
(Review by Steven DeGeare)
— PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER#2
(Tutorial by Jim Peterson)

X 3

¥ 4 - TI TRIVIA
(Collected by BRill Gaskill
Reprinted from TidEits NL)
Also 1in Sept CIN/DAY News

COMFUTER TERM LEXICON
¥Interesting Reprint

\

[Also in Sept Chicago Times]

X 7 - WORDSEARCH/Cartridges
-~ ANALYSIS OF SORTS
by Jim Feterson
x 8 —- Answer to Wordsearch
BOIBE VALLEY 99er COMPUTER CLUB
/Aug 88
¥ 5 - TIFS FOR BEGINNERS
by Franmk N Zic
on FREASE
Reprinted from May 88
CIN/DAY NL
¥ & —~ FUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER#1
-~ FROGRAMMING MUSIC ON TI
[Also in Sept Chicago Times]
¥ B8 — PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER#3
(Tutorials by Jim Peterson)
/Sept 88
¥ T ~ TIFS FOR BEGINNERS #14
by Framk N Zic
on Frinters Apprentice
Reprinted from West Penn NL
Also in Aug FUG Feripheral
¥ 4 — INCOMPLETE AND AEBRIDGED

EAR

/Aug 88

- GROMS

by Colin Hinson
Reprinted from International
TI-LINES

¥ Interesting article on
what and how GROMS are
handled by 99/4a

TOOLS 2 (Review)

by Neil Wilson

- TI1

BOBTON COMPUTER SOCIETY /July 88
¥¥KLIST OF BOOKS FOR TI-99/4A%XX

CIN=-DAY NEWB / June 1988
X 4 — GETTING THE MOST FROM
YOUR CASSETTE SYSTEM #1
by Mickey Schmitt
What to look for in a Flayeyr
and how to hook it up.
¥Interesting series if you
are Using a Cassette Systemn
- TIFS FROM THE TIGERCUR #27
by Jim Feterson
~TI WRITER TIF-Outdenting
by Dennis Sherty
Reprinted from HUGgers
PUB PERIPHERAL
/Aug 1988
Super Issue
¥ 2 - TI-BASE (Review)
by Gene kelley
- GETTING THE MOST FROM
YOUR CASSETTE SYSTEM #17
by Mickey Schmitt
Understanding, Creating., and
Using Cassette Files— Fart |
¥Interesting series if you
are Using a Cassette System
FPart #6 continues in Sept.
FROM THE TIGERCUE #45
by Jim Feterson
/Sept 1968
¥Fage 10—~ TIFS FOR BEGINNERS #1%5
by Frank N Zic '
BPIRIT OF 99 / Sept 1988
¥ 5 — GETTING THE MOST FROM
YOUR CASSETTE SYSTEM #9
by Mickey Schmitt
Understanding Cassette Error
Codes and Messages #1
TI-WRITER PART 10
by Stan Katzman
Dot Commands in Formatter
~ TIFS FROM THE TIGERCUER #51
by Jim Feterson AA

¥ O

~TIFS
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UPEOmMNG EVeEnTS

Tacoma 99ers User’'s Group
1988 Activities Calendar

APRIL

4th Bpn Meeting-Demonstrat-
fon of ‘the BENEVE
by Barb Weiderhold

3rd Bpa Heetiagzﬂis denon-
stration by Cynthia
Becker

Tth 8pn Meeting

17th 8pa Meeting
18th Bpa Haetin?- T1 ARTIST 21st Bpa Meeting
Demonsfration

23rd BOFTWARE BIVE-AWRY

2nd Bpa Neeting
8th A-H EASTSIDE FAIR

7th Bpa Meeting
9th Movie Saturday

e 1 B S e

4th 8ps Meeting-SUPERCART
bEMe BY Joe Nollan

{3th MOVIE SATURDAY

16th BEI Meeting-DEMD ON
P..

TRANSFER BY Ron 1Bth Bpm Meeting-GROM PORT

19th 8pa Meeting Prewitt st Bgn Meeting- MULTIPLAN CLEANING DEMO BY Joe
DEMG BY Cheri Jeffries Nollan
21st WIDNAY SNAP-MEET
23rd STAR-LITE DRIVE-IN
SWAP MEET
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVENBER DECENBER

3rd Bpa Meeting Ist Bpa Meeting

15th Bpa Heetiﬂg
CHRIETHAS Famly
17th Bpa Meeting {Bring Snack)

'

|

d

é

!

} 15th Bpa Heeting
| 17th NIDWAY SWAP-MEET
|
!

'
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REVISED: 11/01/88
DI S & T =

THE TACOMA 33ERS USERS GREOUF  CANNDT  ABSUME  LIARILITY FOR ERRORS
OMISSIONS IN ARTICLES, FROGRAMS OFR ADVERTISEMENTS.

SOURCES BE DISCLOSED AND FROFEFR CREDIT GIVEN TO THE AUTHORS.

-

THE ARTICLES CONTAINED TN THIS NEWSLETTER DO NOT NECESSARILY REPEESENT
THE OQFINION OF THE GROUF, EDITOR, 0OF ANY FERSON OTHER THAN THE AUTHORS.

FERMISSION IS GRANTED TO COFY ARTICLES, FROVIDED THAT THE SOURCE OF

e e e s e — — T —— ey - —— e ——
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: o s o HEF DD Fesswr il a2 es
: ) R e e M oo b e L ossorm
One ot the main reasons TI card. one end and a slotted pin
users abandon their 4A for The Floppy controller connector on the other,
some other brand has been will support of up to four This will epable the user to
the limited <cize of space drives, either I-1/2" or connect the HFDC to any
available to store data 5-1/4" single/double =zided; standard hard drive, (e.q.
tiles. The problem has been single, double or guad Seagate §T-2%1) . The
addressed through double and density, with 9,14, or 18 software consists of Myarc
quad density floppy sectors per track. The head Disk Manager V, for use with
controller cards, as well as step can be set to 16, 8 or both the TI and 640,
RAM disks with battery 2 msec. The memory capacity Included, are upgrades for
backed memory, up to one of each drive can be either the Geneve software to
full megabyte in cize. The Z60k or 720K, with 40 or B0 permit the 9640 to access
price, however ($390, S tracks. All settings for and wuse bard drives. The
for an acssembled one meg. each of the four drives can 9640 software, namely MDOS,
Horizon RAMdisk), has made be set by means of DIF  U1.06; GFL, V1. 01, and
many Tlers balk at such  switches on the board, thus MY-Word, V1.20, will enable
prices, and tough 1t out allowing the mixing of access to the hard drive(s),
with a lim ted system. wvarious types of drives in but at present, not
Enter the Myarrc Hard and your system. FProvision has {floppies. This necessitates
Floppy Disk Controller, been made. also for keeping your old floppy
HFRC, Card, and we =ee a 80-track, &6 sector, 1.44 controlle card. and setting
whole npew  world of data Mea. capacity drives, (for the CRU address of the HFDC
storage. poszible future option for at 1000, at least untrl  an
The HMyarc HF DU card, espansion). DIF switches on update of the MDOS operating
favailable for $325, S, the HFDC, also allow the s=zvstem is complete. Thig
from Dizl Only Software, user to change the CRU review will be restricted to
plus shipping), i & addresz of the card on the use ¥ thecontroller with a
mult~function card which computere  1/0 bus. This 99/4a, as this is the most
will permit either the will permit the card to complete application of the
TI-99/4A or Geneve computers reside 1in the expansion HFDC card.
to interface and control up system, along side another The manual i
to three hard drivesz, four card sitting at the CRU  well-written, with a very
floppy drives, and one tape address 1100, allowing for useful troubl e-shooting
streamer. The streamer can up te four additional floppy section,{ especially useful
be used to back-up the hard drives, four controlled by toc this greenhorn to the
drive(s). Hardware the pther contreller card, world of hard drives). It
requirement for the HFDC are and four more by the HFDC. quided me through several
®9/4/ concole or Myarc 9440 The CRU lpcation can be any problems I had initially,
card, monitor, TI Feriphera of sixteen from CRU of 1000, with formatting the hard
Expansion Bow, ( or 1100, 1200, and so on, to drive. Formatting the
equivalent), Myarc or TI ZZ2E  1F00, drives, unlike other
expansion memory, {(not needed The card comes in a computer systems, does not
for Geneve), one or more standard plastic clamshell, have a low and high level of
floppy  disk driveg and along with a TI- style formatting: rather a single
cables, and hard disk three-ring binder, {format command results in
drive, {including cabinet and containing a well written the software and firmware
power supply). The HFDC can user’s marual. My going through a format and
support up to three hard compliments to Walt Howe, veritication process,
drives, each having a for a Jjob well-done. In similar to that found with
capacity of 134 megabytes. addition to the standard 99/4A floppy disk
The drive must be §TE06/412 documentation are two manager software, It
campatible. Run Length cables, one 24-pin edge appears both low and high
Limited, HRLL), drives connector and another 20-pin level formats are
cannot be usqd with the HDFC cable with edge connector on performened at the same
\- /
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rtime. However, with a large
capacity drive of more than
I0 MEG's, be prepared to
have a coffee or two while
that first initialization
takes place. There are
sections, 1in the manual ,
covering selection of
drives, setting of the DIF
switches to configure the
card, command sets supported
by the card and software,
connecting the vahles. Also,
included is an addenda sheet
for the manual. For the
software writers, a chapter
covers PBasic and Ascsembly
language support for the
card, with full memory map,
CRU definmition, internal
disk data structures, and
software interface specs.
One uwseful feature is
D5H1  and DSE emulation,
which enables the HFDC to
have programs normally
restricted to residing on
pskt, (FEL Writerd, or a
specific DSKE,( e.g. DSH.TIMF
for multiplan), located on
the hard drive with the same
name. Thus when the
zoftware, as in the caze of
Multiplan, looks for the
disl called "TIMF", it finds
it on the hard drive under
the root directory TIME,
tontaining all the pertinent
files, which are leoaded, as
if from a floppy of the same
rname. For such specific
disk directory access, the
HFDC looks in the hard drive
first to if the s=pecific
disk is emulated on the hard
drive. If not found, then
the HFDC will look through
the various floppies for the

disk gpecified by the
software.
The card comes with an

optional extended warranty,
which may be purchased by

to
Cformatted.

- bBeneve clock.

would highly
option for a
relied upon, so heavily.
The complaints 1
with the Myarc HFDC
are, mainly, with the Myarc
Disk Manager V software;
namely setting the date. On
power —up and default
interlace settings. When
the system is powered-up, in
order to properly date-stamp
gach file the date and time
muzt be Leyed-in.
I{,however, you are using
the HFDC with a Geneve, then
the HFDC will "read" the
A nice touch,
for T1 users, with Triple
Tech or MEF real-time cards,
would be to read the clock
orn those cards, if they are
installed. As far as the
interlace is concerned, a
novice user 1s lett "in  the
lurech" as far as  to  what
values to select, when
intializirng a floppy disk.
The Corcomp disk manager has
default interlare settings
of 7 and 10, respectively,
for zingle-density and
double-density drives. What
interlace is chosen can have
a bearing on whether or not
you have read/write errorsg
the disk that you have
Also, 1l6-sector
tracks, another undocumented
option, can result in a disk
which cannot be read on the
drives of vour friends with
TI or Corcomp disk
controllers. I am sure
future updates of MDM V will
addrese these problems. My
opinion of the Myarc HFDC
rates this unit as the "best
buy" for the money, for an

this

is

recommend
card which

have
package

upgrade in our TI community.
The fact that the controller
has been designed for the
992/4A as well as the bGeneve,

, years,
I loaking

' cables provided to

forethought as to
dropping prices/megabyte of
hard drives, but gives a
clue to exactly which niche
in the computer market,
Myarc would be aiming at, if
it ever marketed the
much-rumor ed stand-al one
?640). Such a rumor may soon
become a reality, as the
commercial software for the
F640 iz released,{ namely
GEME, MY-Fro Word, and
MY-Fro Art). like me,
you have accumul ated
hundreds of diske, over the
and waste time
through lists and
labels. to gather a
of related articles for a
newsletter; such waste is
virtually eliminated through
an orderly set-up of the
"directory path" of the hard
drive. The speed of atccess
and memory capacity of
current drives;
user—friendly Myarc D1 =l

11,

th;W

|

ceriec]|

Manager Vi and competive
price when compared to RAM
dizke, should put it on the
top of the TI user '
shopping list. Also, in most
cases, the hard drivels)
will be located externally,
with respect to the F/Box,
it would be nice if the
connect
the HFDC to the drives were
a couple of feet longer, to
give more flexibilty as to
the choicez of where to
locate the hard drives. In
the future, I hope to have

an article detailing the
Myarc 9640 with the HFDC, as

well a review of Myarc Disk
Manager V.
Steve Mickelson is

Fresident of the Toronto 979
Users and Editor ofewsletter
919, and can be written c/o

r

the user, for upmcto four shows that Myarc has not 919 Users  Group,109-235
years, at gbout ALJ.US Per  ahandaned our community. Gerrard St.East, Toronto,
year. This entitles the  The fact that the HFDC can Ont., MAE-ZEZ, Canada.

user to any updates of the . n50et up to 407 megabytes

software, released during .oy  hard drive memory ,

the warranty period. I Sndicates not only some

-
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K Keyboarded from AUG 1986
FUG FERIPHERAL
T.l.Rase (a review by Bene kelly

A new way to manage your data.

If you have a rather large
amount of data to organize and are
tired of trying to force FPR-BASE
to handle it, have I got a tip for
you! ! TI-BASE, marketed by
INSBCEBOT, may be just the thing.
A little(really a lot) threatening
at first, TI-BASBE may just be the
best selling database manager to
hit +the TI market. Imagine the
ability to handle 259 characters
in a field, 17 fields in a record
with 8192 records in a file, with
(best of all)S--count "em 5 files
at a time! While you in all prob-
ability will never use all that
power, you can have a lot of fun
trying. This program gives the
capability to handle data the way
the boys with the BIG BLUE toys do
with D-BABE I1. TI-BASE even
offers a command language to
semi-automate the process.

TI-BaSE loads from Extended
Basic, Mini~Memory, or Editor

ters are assumed upon first boot
up that are user changeable. The
program - is not copy protected and
the author encourages you to back
up the system disks BEFORE YOU
START! This cannot be stressed
enough. Have at least I disks for-
matted as the system comes with 2
disks. Disk 1 is the program it-
self (888D)., Disk 2 containg the
Tutor (8858D) . The third disk is
needed right off the bat to start
creating your data files. The
system requires & TI1-99/4A, I2K
expansion and at least 1 disk
drive (588D). According to the
documentation it has also been
tested with the Myarc disk con-
troller and a Myarc ramdisk. It
haa NOT been tested with a GENEVE
or CORCOMF disk controller. Two
drives are a definite convenience
for an extended processing
session. It i written Iin assem-
bly language except for part of
the XB loader and takes &a few
minutes to load. PBut, once past

.

Assembler. Several setup parame-— -

T\

the lpad procedure, the response
of the program is F-A-5-T. Com-
mands are cartvied out as soon as
your finger is off the enter hkey.

TI-BASE makes vyou a little
apprehensive at first with nothing
on the display but a status line
and a simple DOT Ffor a prompt.
This is youw flrst clue to the
power available. BEFORE you input
your data, take the time to first
lay it out on paper. Define how
you want it ordered or you will be
creating data file after data file
to get it right for your applica-
tion. There is no separate screen
editor as there is in PR-BASE.
This is why some preplanning is
necessary ohn your part.

Data in a file may be
numeric, character data, or date
literals. Mathematical operators

include sqr., log., arctangent,
boolean, and logical operators. A
rather complete array.

Included are several commands
in the command language that re-
quire the program disk to reside

in & drive. Copy file., color
changes, and formatting a disk are
a few. Some of them most notably

Format, camnot have a data base
active at the same time or it will
wipe it from memory. I don®t know
about you, but I need a disk most
in the middle of a program and can
ill afford to lose what I have en-
tered. FORMAT FIRST-CREATE SECOND.
Don "t say I didn™t warn you.

Be prepared to take some time
to berome accomplished at  using
TI-BASE and above all, don™t give
up. Even with its D-BABE like
structure, it is not for the
casusl data user. - They will be
better off with FR-BASE. Commands
are extensive and well organized
for use.

My only complaint about
Version 1.02 is that the manual is
printed in blue ink on gray paper.
I know that is nit picking but 1
just had to find something wrong
with 1it. (Personally, my copy 1is
going to get copied in black and
white s0 I can read it with my bad
ayes. )

/
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BGreat Lakes Computer Group

YOU KNOW YOU"RE GROWING OLD!

The gleam in your eyes is from the
sun hitting your glasses.

Your little black book containg
only names ending in M.D.

You get winded playing chess.

You sink your teeth into a steal,
and they stay there.

Your mind makes commitments your
body can”t meet.

You walk with your head held high,
trying to get used to your bi-
focals

Your knees buckle but your belt
won’®t

You sit in a rocking chair and
can”t get it gning.

Your favorite part of the
newspaper is 29 years ago today’

Dialing long distance wears you
out.

Your back goes out more than you
do.

The little gray-haired lady you
help across the street is your
wite,

BEOISE 99"ER COMPUTER CLUR

MURFHEY"S LAWS

A $300 Picture tube will protect a
10-cent fuse by blowing first.

If it jams, force it. If it breaks
it needed replacing anyway.

There's never time to do it right.
but there’'s always time to do it

over .

Never play leapfrog with a
unicorn.,

1f everything seems to be going
well, you obviously don’t know
what the hell is going on.

No good deed goes unpunished.

You will always find something in
the last place you look for it.

Leakproof seals — will.

A shortcut is the longest distance
between two points.

No matter how long or hard you

shop for an item. after youve
bought it, it will be on sale
somewhere eslse cheaper.

When in doubt, mumble. When in
trouble, delegate.

C -' e “"I .
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