


TI-INTCUCH

Tl users really are a friendly bunch, and it was great to see how
many of you took time to get “In Touch” since the lastissue. The
result was a whole bundle of hints, tips and newsy items which we
are able to pass on to you.

Remember this is your page, where you can have your say, so let's
have more In Touch items for the next issue, sentto Ti Club News
(In Touch), PO Box 190, Maidenhead, Berks., SL6 1YX.

If you’re thinking about buying a printer for your 99/4A,
Mokund Rajpara from Birmingham has found one that he can
highly recommend.

“I've just come across a brilliant printer which plugs direct into the
T199/4A and using a suitable interface cable you can start printing.
This item is a must for all Ti 99/4A users.

The printer is called ALPHACOM 42 and the cost, including the
interface cable, is £99. There is also an up-market model available
called ALPHACOM 81 at £170. They are both thermal printers:

40 column and 80 column respectively.

They can be obtained from Dean Electronics, Glendale Park,
Fernbank Road, Ascot, Berkshire.”

John Stocks from Chelmsford has been telling us about remote
control for cassette recorders.

“limagine that most people have found, as | have, that the remote
control plug on the Tl connecting cable for cassette recorders
prevents the recorders from working at all and has to be left out.

For correct operation, a simple interface is required, made from a
2.5mm plug and socket and a medium-current NPN transistor such
as aBC 109.

The dotted connections are right for my recorder, but may need to
be reversed for certain other types.

It will still be necessary to operate the recorder controls as
instructed by the computer. The difference will be that the tape will
not start to move until the ‘ENTER'’ key is pushed, and it will
automatically stop moving as soon as the computer has finished
reading or recording the data.”

A. Harrington from Staffs. thought he had a very expensive
problem on his hands when his system went wrong — listen to what
happened and how he solved it.

“A few days ago | thought my T199/4A had really had its
‘microchips’. The television screen suddenly went black and made
a high pitched noise. | tried everything to soive the problem but to
no avail, but a quick telephone call to Tl and the mystery was
solved. What | thought couid cost a lot of money to repair turned out
to be something very simple and cheap — one of the power supply
fuses had blown (there are two) in the black power supply box
which plugs into the wall socket.

So if any member finds themselves with the same problem, before
you rush your 99/4A back to Tl, just check your fuses first.”

A.B. Chaudhri from Willesden sent us some really useful tips
which he thought other members might be interested in.

“With the PARSEC module, try the following:

At the start of the game, when you are instructed to ‘PRESS FIRE
TOBEGIN' — DON'T. Instead crash your ship into the ground — this
also causes the game to start. The SWOOPERS then come down
from the top of the screen as usual. When you have destroyed
these, however, the URBITES do not always follow and sometimes
several waves of aliens are missed and the game can evenjumpto
the BYNITES or the ASTEROID BELT. Sometimes, very rarely,
KILLER SATELLITES may also appear after the SWOOPERS.

Destroying these causes the game to jump to LEVEL 2 or even
LEVEL 3 and SWOOPERS will again appear from the top of the
screen. The game then returns to normal.

This seems to work best especially if the module has been in use
for any length of time, and also if the ship is crashed at several
particular points on the surface. If nothing happens the first time,
use REDO or BACK to return to the start of the game and try again.

The program ‘TEXT 128’ by P.N. Thompson (Members Program
No. 2) can be slightly changed for use with the Mini Memory
Module (if you do not have a disk drive) as follows:

Change these lines as follows:
360 PRINT “MINIMEM OR CASSETTE (M/C)?”
380 IFK=77 THEN 420
420 OPEN #2: “MINIMEM”, INTERNAL, INPUT, FIXED 128
430 MINIMEMS = “M”
470 IF MINIMEMS = “M” THEN 530
1110 PRINT “MINIMEM OR CASSETTE (M/C)?”
1140 IFK=77 THEN 1180
1180 OPEN #2: “MINIMEM”, INTERNAL, QUTPUT, FIXED 128

Add these lines:
1185 FORP=1TOJ
1195 NEXT P

Deiete these lines from the original listing:
410,1160, 1170 and 1210”

if any of you have been wondering how to obtain use of the red
dotted control key on the keyboard, Paul McFeeters tells you how.

“First you type in the program listed below and then run it, wait until
you hear a ‘beep’ and then press FCTN 4. You then hold down the
control key and press any key (except number keys). You can then
easily produce your own characters for games or whatever you
want.

100 A=A+8

110 A=AAN2

120 PrintA

130 GOSUB 110

Line 120 can be missed out if desired.”

Colin Thorn had been troubled by the lack of scrolling facility on
the T1 99/4A and read with interest L. Robson’s letter in the last
issue. Using Mr Robson’s suggestion of linking up magnified
sprites, he has come up with the foliowing:

100 CALL CLEAR:CALL SCREEN(2)::CALL MAGNIFY(4)

110 CALL CHAR (96, “80804040202010100808040402020101
010102020404080801010202040408080”)

120 CALL CHAR (100, “0101020204040808101020204040808
080804040202010100808040402020101")

130 SN =1!place sprites in relevant positions

140 FORCOLUMN =1 TO 256 STEP 64::CALL SPRITE (#SN,
100, 12, 96, COLUMN)::SN = SN+ 1:NEXT COLUMN

150 FOR COLUMN =32 TO 256 STEP 64::CALL SPRITE (#8N,
96, 12, 128, COLUMN)::SN = SN + 1::NEXT COLUMN

160 !set sprites in motion

170 FOR SN=1TO 8::CALL MOTION (#8N, 0, —5):NEXT SN

180 GOTO 180

He thinks it demonstrates the principle fairly well but as another
improvement suggests that the user defined graphics in lines
110-120 could be changed in order to be more representative of a
scrolling landscape such as the one in PARSEC.

P. Moorcroft from Derby has found a solution to the lack of
MERGE facility on the T1 99/4A and says:

“I have found a simple method for SAVING and LOADING common
routines and sub-routines.



TI-IN TCUCH

What | do is type my routine/sub-routine out with high line numbers,
e.g. 10000 to 11000 then SAVE it onto a cassette with my other
routines/sub-routines. After a while quite a coilection can be made
and save a Iot of time when typing programs.

Then when | want to use my routine/sub-routine, | OLD the thing
into my computer BEFORE I begin writing my program. Then the
program is written around them.

NB. GOTO’s, GOSUB's, etc. must have the numbers after them
changed accordingly.”

Inour last issue Mrs S.M. Wainwright of Bracknell asked about
importing software from America. Well Alan Craven aiso from
Bracknell has some information he would like to pass on to her.

“Itis very straightforward to order from one of the larger American
distributors such as Tex-Comp. | usually ring after 8pm when the
charge is only 55p per minute and use my Visa card. The whole
operation never takes longer than a couple of minutes. The cost
works out about the same in pounds as the original dollar price after
allowing for airmail, insurance, etc.

In addition there is a further charge of about 20% on importation to
cover the duty/VAT. Delivery takes about three to four weeks. As an
example, | recently obtained T Forth (not released in the UK) at an
inclusive cost of £47 against an original American cost of $39.”

As the normal OPEN/CLOSE record-filing system is somewhat
complicated, Mr M. Watkins from Sidcup has devised a program
which he thinks is much simpler.
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NOTES

1. Arecord-string is limited to about 100 characters on 4 lines but
can easily be extended to two or more strings. To display-type in
e.g. PRINT.TOM$.TOM2%:TOM38.

2. Up tofive 4-line records can be displayed together for
cross-reference, etc. (or up to a max of 22 lines).

3. Records are easily amended, added to or deleted via EDIT
(RUN again if still viewing).

4. The file can be viewed via LIST but a separate index is
obviously preferable.

5. Try typing in a string starting off with the FIRST character and
finishing with quotes — the layout can thus be seen as it will
display and can be adjusted as necessary. Then run the cursor
back and INSERT the line no., etc. — e.g. 240TOM2% ="

We have already heard from Mokund Rajpara about a printer

which he thinks is the best buy around, but John Stocks from
Chelmsford has his own ideas! He says that the best printer to
purchase is the Brother EP22 for around £150. It connects directly
to the TI RS232 Interface using only 3 wires and commands are
specifically mentioned in the printer handbook.

The tremendous advantage of the EP22 is that it can be used on its
own as an electric typewriter, with a 16 character buffer store for
making corrections and a 2000 character main store for running off
copies of letters, etc.

Paul Leathley thought he’d let us know how he believes he has
solved L. Robson’s problem of moving space invader characters by
use of colours:
“Choose 3 sets, e.g. 9, 10, 11 and define the same invader
character for one characterin each, e.g. 96, 104, 112. Get a black
screen (or some other colour). Place the columns of invaders
alternatively —first a column of character 96, then one of character
104, one of 112 and so on 6 times (assuming there are 6 columns
of aliens).
To move the aliens, make sets 10 and 11 black, therefore invisible
and make set 9 white on black. The trick here is to choose a
variable, say X and when set 9 is lit up make it equal to 1. When set
9is dimmed and set 10 is lit up, make it equal to 2. The program
sub-routine which checks for a hit will ook something like this:
CALL GCHAR (COL, ROW, CHAR)
IF(CHAR=96)* (*=1) THEN
IF (CHAR=104) * (X=2) THEN
IF(CHAR=112) * (X=3) THEN

Alien hit
sub-routine

GOTO main program (no alien hit)  Simple isn't it?!!

USA SOFTWARE

WINGING IT — Flight Simulator. Fly a plane in this excellently visualised
simulator. Ground map and weather indicator chart your progress on
randomised earth simulacrum. Once flying, three games test your skill.
Tl Basic £6.50

LASER TANK — On a battlefield of the future manoeuvre your vehicle
for lightening quick laser duels with similar enemy tanks. Chase and
engage in the battle zone,

Extended Basic £6.50

BACKGAMMON — Play this favourite game against the computer or an
opponent. Computer plays quickly. Excellent graphics.
Extended Basic £6.50

TREASURE TRAP — An exciting new concept in graphic adventures.
Break into the Builders’ Planetoid and explore myriad rooms in your
quest for hi-tech treasure. A different game each time you play.
TI Basic £5.50

FUNPAX - Twice the fun for one low price Tl BASIC £6.5Q) EACH
of £10.00 for both F <.

FUNPAX | — CRO “.b°. — A game of juxtaposition, different from Go
or Othello, but with viiain reactions so X you need a computer to
keep track — for 2 players. MAZE OF £11%: | — |n a randomly generated
maze, there is another creature besides yourself — a dragon! Different
from other maze games, use a lantern and grenades to negotiate the maze
as it continually chages.

FUNPAX Il — TICKWORLD — Eight hungry giant ticks are after you.
To survive you must capture them and put them in cages. CARS AND
CARCASSES 2 — Your city has been invaded by monsters and you must
run them down, one by one.

Price includes P & P S.A.E. FOR CATALOGUE (mention the Users
Club for these low members prices)

MIND GAMES, 7 Oakwood Drive, Prestbury, Cheshire, SK10 4HG.













We’ve received a whole host of letters for this issue, and it’s
great to hear from users of all age groups, living in this
country and overseas. For instance, Edward Wainright from
Sheffield wonders if he is the oldest member — at 75 he’s been
a T199/4A owner for almost two years and very pleased with it
he is too! And F. Fontaine from Canada who would like to
swap programs with British users. If you are interested send a
list of your swaps to 443 Boul. Roche, Vaudreuil, Que.

Canada J7U2N4.

So keep on sending in those letters to:
Letters Page, Tl Club News, PO Box 190, Maidenhead,
Berks., SL6 1YX.

Dear Editor.

| was interested in your letter from David Reynolds. | am myself a
registered blind person and would be glad to pass on quite a few
helpful tips and programs to David. | must explain that | have some
sight but | feel that even if David is totally blind | would like to hear
from him, and any other member with our problem.

If David can get in touch | will send on programs, etc.

A small tip for David. If he has a speech/synth and terminal

emulator: List “SPEECH”: (line number)

or
List “SPEECH"
will give either a certain line/or whole program.
Yours sincerely,
Mr J. McLeod, 30 Mainhiil Road, Bargeddie, Glasgow, G69 7SU.

Dear Editor,
As | am a beginner I've still a lot to learn. What | really need is
programs for music and graphics.

On the musical side for instance, would | be able to get a music
sheet on the screen on which | can place notes, change them and
then listen to the note | have placed on the screen?

Yours in Tl,

Pete Sturgess, Dunfermline.

Marcus Bainbridge sent us a music program which you should
find interesting. You'll find it in the loose sheets enclosed in the
magazine. If anyone can give Pete a helping hand over the first
hurdies with his 99/4A, why not getin touch with him.

Editor.

Dear Editor,

I have recently purchased a TI Home Computer for my mother-in-
law, Mrs Alice Clorley who at 85 years of age is a senior citizen.
Besides enrolling her for membership I'd like to suggest a special
section where other senior citizens might also write in to one
another to exchange programs on tape, contacting one another
about the ideas, problems and perks of owning a Tl Home
Computer. This could reduce the expense for them and circulate
programs and information.

A tip for people who hate holding the book in one hand whilst
programming a tape is to buy a plate stand that makes an ideal
book holder to stand on top of the computer, giving you two hands
to program with.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Keith Tranah, Cannock.

Mr Wainright, why not get in touch with Keith, I'm sure he'd love to
hear from you.

Dear Editor,

When the BBC began broadcasting computer software some
months ago, | set up a time switch on my music centre to record
these broadcasts (too late for me to stay up with work and so on).

Letters

To my disgust | found the Tl was not among the computers for
which a Basicode translation has been made. Do you know if
anyone has produced a translation for the T|1 99/4A either here or
on the continent?

I bought my Tl in December 1983 and a few weeks later bought a
Ferguson Computer Compatible Recorder to go with it. Two
months later after many frustrating attempts to load and save
programs, | took it back to the dealer and changed it for a Phillips
and have had no trouble since. If other members are looking for a
recorder my experience may help.

Yours faithfully,

H. Hindle, Poole

And on the same subject was a letter from James Smith from
Essex.

Dear Editor,

How about urging the BBC, in their programme “Barry Norman’s
Chip Shop”, to wake up to their responsibilities and include a
Tl-compatible version of their “BASICODE?. It is unlikely that such
a request from an individual user would be listened to, one from a
Club (of whose existence they are no doubt blissfully unaware)
might be more successful.

Good luck with the Club’s endeavours.
Yours sincerely,
James O. Smith, Chigwell.

Dear Editor,

| recently contacted Katie Lomax regarding the availability of
software in the light of TI’s announcement of its withdrawal from the
UK market. During the conversation | also raised a point
concerning hardware which she suggested | commit to paper. So
here goes!

When | purchased the console | was, and to a great extent still am,
somewhat an amateur concerning computers and therefore had no
reason, or spare finance, to purchase any peripherals other than a
cassette cable and recorder. This is not to say, however, that at
some future date the position would be the same and indeed | have
acquired joysticks and a speech synthesizer since. Due to the
somewhat prohibitive cost to the average user of a full expansion
system as an outright purchase my method of expansion was to

be gradual.

Unfortunately, for the same reasons as the software, most of the
original stockists now have no hardware and do notintend to have
in the foreseeable future. This has naturally upset my plans as| am
sure it will of those of other owners.

The point | raised therefore was that of TI's policy of keeping the
machine a “closed” one as regards circuit diagrams, etc. thus
preventing, short of an electronics engineer (which | am not)
stripping one down, anyone from producing reasonably priced
peripherals as is the case with Sinclair products. Could the
TIHCUC on the members’ behalf, question Texas over this point
and suggest the release, at least to users, of the relevant
information. | am sure that it is not beyond the bounds of possibility
to make use of the large edge connector for instance, if we only
knew what each contact was for. Even if Tl peripherals are still
available, through yourselves | still feel that their cost is a major
factor and that any information regarding the machine would be
useful. Perhaps then certain users might be able to design
peripherals or modify those of other machines to work with

the 99/4A.

I hope you consider this point worthy of mention and worth pursuing
with Texas. As | stated before, certain users, in co-operation with
others having the necessary skills, may be able to provide the rest
of us, at reasonable cost, valuable “add on’s” and accessories.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Hook, Frechville.
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GROUPS

The number of local Tl user groups is steadily increasing and on
this page we have provided members with an up-to-date listing of
clubs and contacts nationwide.

From the letters we receive there are still a large number of Tl users
who would like to belong to a group but haven't found one in their
area. So, if your Club is not already in our listing, write to us with the
details and we will be happy to spread the word.

We'll need the following details for our records:

GROUP NAME

ORGANISER’S NAME

MEETING DATES. TIMES AND VENUES

A BRIEF RESUME OF PRESENT AND PLANNED
ACTIVITIES

Alternatively, why not take the initiative and start a group yourself.
Just send us your name and address, plus a few details, which we
will publish in the next issue. You will probably find that there are
lots of people in your area who are keen to join a Tl users group.

Why not give it a try. The address to write to is the same one as is
shown elsewhere in the magazine, but mark your letter GROUPS —
it will help us spot them quickly.

BRISTOL — Contact: Mick Ellick
3 Burrington Close, Nailsea, Bristol, Avon.

The Byte Home Computer Club meets every Friday between

7 —10pm at Youth House, Nailsea and a year’s membership is
£7.50. This includes all members of the immediate family and
entitles them to weekly meetings, free club magazine, reduced
printing and listing service, free software library and advice on any
home computer problem. There are many more benefits to
becoming a member of this club, so to find out more, write to Mick
at the above address.

CAMBERLEY - Contact: A.G. White
11 Badgerwood Drive, Frimley, Camberley, Surrey, GU16 5UD.

Mr White is interested in getting in touch with other members in his
area — so if anyone’s interested, drop him a line.

CAMBRIDGE - Contact: Danny Widdows
14 Sherbourne Close, Cambridge CB4 1RT.

Danny would like to form a local group in his area — so give him a
shout!

EDINBURGH - Contact: Philip Thompson
The Computer Information Agency (CIA), 11 Parkgrove Loan,
Barnton, Edinburgh EH4 7QX.

I'm CiA’s organiser at present. | have a fair degree of knowledge as
I am presently studying computers at college. We have meetings
almost every Sunday to discuss problems and any new programs
that we need writing. We hope to offer Tl users (in Scotland
especially) information and help with hardware or any other
computer problems encountered. We think that the group will help
people with problems in England as well as Scotland, but will save
Scottish users writing down to England for help, especially as
correspondence and phone calls are expensive.

GWENT - Contact: Clive Jenkins
The Abergavenny Computer Club, “The Haven”, 14 Union Road,
Abergavenny, Gwent NP7 5UW. Phone: Abergavenny 4388.

Activities are presently confined to program exchanges and
information on the T, and we presently meet at weekly intervals.
However, should there be enough response, a permanent venue
can be arranged to accommodate twenty to forty persons. This
would be once a month, but once a number of the present

members finish a current course in “Basic”, then it would be
possible to give evening sessions in simple programs. The present
membership consists of adults in the age range of 25 t0 43, but if
there are sufficient younger members interested, we will do our
best to encourage them.

LEICESTER - Contact: Peter Richards
15 Glenfield Road, Leicester LE3 6AT. Phone: 0533 50417.

Pete has volunteered to act as an area contact for Leicester, so why
not give him a ring or write to him at the above address if you are
interested in forming a T| user group.

LEYBURN - Contact: Chris Beardsmore
Coverdale Lodge, Carlton in Coverdale, Leyburn, North Yorkshire.

Chris would like to hear from any other members in his area —
s0 why not drop him a line or telephone him after 6.00pm
on 0969 40602.

MERSEYSIDE — Contact: Brian Bartlett
27 Kenilworth Road, Wallasey, Merseyside. Phone 051-639 8078.

Brian is keen to start a Tl user group in his area — there must be lots
of members interested in getting together, so don't delay, contact
Brian now.

NOTTINGHAM — Contact: Gordon Tomlinson
75A Rossell Drive, Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 7EG.

Gordon is trying to set up a local user group, and would be keen to
hear from anyone who might be interested. He asks you to contact
him in the first instance at the above address and says a SAE
would be much appreciated.

ROTHERHAM - Contact: Mark Lee
89 Rotherham Road, Maltby, South Yorks., S66 8LZ.
Phone: Rotherham 816654

I only have a limited selection of software in module form which |
found expensive, but it is very good quality. | am thinking of trying to
set up a small local group. We could get together and talk over
ideas and exchange software and listings, etc., etc. | would be very
grateful if you would include my letter in your next issue. if anyone
in my area is interested in setting up the club with me, they can
contact me by telephone.

SOUTHAMPTON - Contact: A. Hopkinson
16 Linden Walk, North Baddesley, Southampton, Hants.
Phone: 0703 732801.

Calling all members in the Southampton area! A. Hopkinson is
keen to meet other members who would like to get together as a
user group, or just for a chat — go on, give him a call, or write to him
at the above address.

SOUTHSEA — Contact: Andrew Lawes
Flat 17, 61-63 Eim Grove, Southsea, Hants. PO5 1JF.

Andrew would like to start a local group — so if you are in his area,
please contact him.

TAVISTOCK — Contact: Tony Negus
Wrey Cottage, Madge Lane, Tavistock, Devon.
Phone (after 6.00pm): 0822 5481.

| notice on the list of county contacts that there is no Devon contact,
and | would be happy to “volunteer”. If | can be of assistance to you,
e.g. mailing lists or technical queries, | would be happy to oblige.

(Paul Dicks kindly passed Tony Negus's details to us, as we've
had quite a few requests for local contacts in Devon — see also
Brixham below:

BRIXHAM - Contact: Andy Cory
26 Great Rea Road, Brixham, Devon TQ5 9SR

Continued on Page Thirteen.







Paul Didks’

Paul, our Associate Editor, is becoming somewhat of a
celebrity to readers, and we have received lots of letters raving
about his column. And for those of you who asked if he would
be writing a reqular feature — yes, we have every intention of
letting Paul continue having his say, and keeping you up-to-
date with news, rumours and handy hints. Keep up the good
work Paul, vou’ve got lots of fans out there.

TIHOME,
157 Bishopsford Road,
Morden, Surrey.

So, another gift from Texas Instruments. In addition to the Forth
they sent a while ago, they have now sent me a copy of Tl
Advanced Assembler Debugger.

This | have added to the catalogue of TIHOME and am prepared to
supply it to interested users for £4 including disk and postage.

Rumours

| have heard rumours that when Tl withdrew from the market there
were a number of dealers who returned every 99/4A they had in
stock. T, being lumbered with all this hardware, now have to
decide what to do withit.

| have heard rumours that a certain dealer has bought most of this
hardware for the Indian market. Luckily not all has gone, quite a lot
has been purchased by a certain dealer in Devon.

Soif you are looking for:

EXTENDED BASIC

MINI MEMORY

TIWRITER

EDITOR/ASSEMBLER

VARIOUS GAMES

The ability to record to disk from MiniMem
99/4A CONSOLES

RS232

DISK DRIVES

VARIOQUS PIECES OF HARDWARE
then phone this number: 0404 44425

Tl Home Software Catalogue

| wish to apologize to those members that sent 50p for a copy of the
new software catalogue. TIHOME has not forgotten you, it is just
that a task that 1 started two years ago, namely specifying, and
writing a new Stock Control system for the company that | work for,
came to fruition on 5 May 1984. Life, recently, has been, to say

the least, hectic. However, your new software catalogues should be
in the post to you within the next two weeks. | thank Peter Brooks
for providing me with a copy of Tl Writer which has certainly made
the job a lot easier.

1 have noticed recently that a number of new programs that are
being received by TIHOME in exchange for programs from the
library have decreased drastically.

Does this mean that members out there are only content to play
with the games that they have? Where has all the adventure gone ?
Where has all the joy of owning a very intelligent machine gone?
Surely 99/4A users are not the same as those that only know the
Sinclair Z Series. Come on, we can do better than that!

Anyone buying TIHOME'’s software catalogue will find that it
includes FORTH and the DEBUGGER that | have mentioned
above. It will also give the conditions under which TIHOME sells
its software.

99% of the programs that TIHOME sells are written by users. They
are submitted to the library on the understanding that the writer
gets four programs in exchange and that is the end of the matter.
TIHOME is then free to sell those programs at the ridiculously low

price of £2 per program including tape. This has to be the best
bargain you have heard of recently!!

TIHOME's programs come mainly from America, Holland, Australia
and various parts of the Arab world. They are made up of ideas
from all around the world.

Hints and Tricks

I have just sat and read all the above rubbish and all the rubbish |
wrote in the last two issues of this magazine. Well, what can | say?
would love to pick up from where TIDINGS left off and produce
some of the articles | was just getting around to in 1983. However, |
find myself with a whole lot of new readers and | seem to need to
deal with all the problems that were dealt with in TIDINGS all of two
to four years ago. For instance, if you own a 99/4A without
Extended Basic you may wonder how it is possible to find out the
size of a program.

Here, then is a trick for you. Start your program with these lines:

1 A=A+8
2 GOSUB 1

When you run your program, it will crash with the message
“MEMORY FULL IN 1”. Now type in, in command mode:

PRINT A

The figure you get in reply is the number of bytes that are left as
free space. All you need to know is the original size of memory from
which you subtract the value of A and you have the size of your
program.

If you are wondering what your original size of memory is, then let
me enlighten you. You purchased a machine with 16K of memory,
unfortunately, the operating system takes up some of that space.
The maximum you can hope for is 14876 bytes free providing you
enter the command, in command mode,

CALLFILES (1)

This will tell the computer that you are only going to want to access
one file at a time and therefore it can release all the rest of the
memory it was saving for the rest of the files it thought you might
want.

Incidentally, a small tip, after you have found out the size of your
program using the above mentioned tip, | would tell you two things:

1. Do delete lines 1 and 2 from your program or you will never get it
to run.

2. Ifyou use the Call Files command to free memory follow it with
aNEW.

Only the Beginning...

Well, there we are, | have a feeling that we have not heard the last
of the 99/4A yet. There are all sorts of rumours about people
buying manufacturing rights from TI. There is a company in the
States called TRITON that is very interested in producing goodies
for the TI. Somehow, | do not think that the story is fully told. | have
a sneaking feeling that in four years’ time we will still be dealing with
the same problems that we are dealing with now, only with users
that will have bought their machine in 1986. So there!

Any problems, any queries, 7— 10pm 01-640 7503.

However, | would ask you to respect the time and remember that it
only applies to Monday to Friday.

I wish you glitch-free computing,
Paul Dicks, MIDPM MBIM
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