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MEETING NOTES
By James Ott

The Decesber |eeting opened up with
an attendance of 12 mesbers. The togics
discussed were the newsletter, other
coaputers, dues, TICOFF, Elections of
new officers for 1989 resulted in a new
slate of officers.

fur newsletter laz no lkonger be a
sonthly issue, The club is in favor of
either @ bi-monthly or quarterly
newsletter, depending upon Henry Hein’s
abllitY to keep up with his Eersunal
schedules  AND enpJch contributed
articles froa CLUB MEMBEFS! The articles
tould also be fros downloaded BBSs in
the area ON DISK. 1If there is not to be
a NL in any given month I will send out
postcards as a reminder of the next

meeting date a few days prior to the
seeting,
Starting in January the club has

decided to open discussions on other
coaputers,  Five members, it was
learned, have IBK clones or access to
thes and would like to know of what is
available for this ‘machine,” More
discussion and deaos on Big Blues will
follow at later nletings.

Dues are back to the $13/yr level to
insure the costs of N printing and
mailings, plus other expenses such as
wholesale disk purchases for downloading
NLs and BBS’s from other qroups for
meaber distribution, Please pay up or
pay ?remlins forever haunt Iou!

One can purchase disks at local
cosputer fairs for as little as $23 per

hundred. Ed.)

The *89 TICOFF will be held on March
18, at Roselle Park H.S5. Our club
should be represented in a display of
own. Send for tickets. (I don’t know
if there are any bonuses for early
ticket purchases, but su qorting the 11
there is a must! Ed.) Also featured:
non-T] computers and computer wares.

The polls closed with a 'new’ slate
of officers:

Walt Macieski, President

Jerrz Stockler, Veep

Frank Filice, Trez

James Ott, Sec

The business portion of the neetin?
adjourned and was followed by a deso p
RA%:D:UPY. The program sure does live
up to its naee!

As for the next meeting, our demo
will be a made for an [BM/clone prograa.
Jin  Lambert will do the honors of
demonstrating WNicrosoft WIFAS, 1 also
have sose prograss to deso for the IBN,

Respectfully, Jim Ott!
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Future Neetings:

Japuary 17
February 21

March 21
BRpril 25
Nay 16

2
Please Mark YOUR Calendars!
Note: rest of year unscheduled'
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Ramblings
By Henry

It’s anazing how sy college minor in
beography, inc uding courses such as
Seophysics, 6eomorphology, Meteorology,
etc,, has caught up with me, Liv1n9 up
here last month was a surprise’! On
Dec. 12 our outside thersometer, alcohol
type, bottosed out to 27 BELOW, Today,
as 1 woke uq it showed -12, I was told
this area I now reside in is the second
toldest (conlest?) in the state. The
house was renarkabl¥ wars, Insulation
really PAYS for itself., My wood stove
sure does a greal job and the tea kettle
on it keeps it humid enough to do my
colputin?.uithout an{ static discharges.
I can’t tind any stats grinted in area
newspapers to confirm the local Chamber
of Cosmerce’s designation of this area’s
frigidity, Mo, don’t mean of the
gupulation, but the CLIMATE' Winter Just

tarted!

We get a lot of freaky weather.
Weather ~ forecasters  have  trouble
Rredicting anything accurately, When I

ear thunder in the distance ! DO unglug
everything, including the satellite
antenna dish anytime lightning storas
threaten. Yep, we even get ’em in
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winter! botta safeguard my investament.
At least I don’t require heating with an
electric fired oil burner, etc, Some of
those poles come down sometimes, too, in
windstoras, both winter and summer.

In this re%ard, ’ve been readin?
that surge protectors are just that, NO
11Ehtn1n8 protection, My  advice:
DISCONNECT! even the MODEM! and Don’t
use the phone for anything during such a
stors if they are fed to your home with
overhead wires! More and more folk are
getting the shock of their lives, some

atal! tet it ring!

P.S. Don’t wuse kerosene heat or
lamps near your computers or at all.
Oxydation of computer parts occurs from
the exhaust vapors they emit!

These events have been docusented!
BEWARE!

In these and future colusns 1 hope to
discuss prograss for other coaputers
that show =zome merit in both  cost
effectiveness {inexpensive) and
utililitarian, in WY view, They will
mostly feature prograls, SHAREWARE and
toseercial, for IBM and clones, and
APFLE 11’s, Of the latter wmachines
theeselves, 1 have few good things to
say for 1t, as you alreadz know, but,
froe tine to time a nice little program
shows up I may #ind it worth noting.
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N E H S B Y T E S:
By Henry

Haven’t xet §een any reviews or
cossents on PRESS RELEASE ¢rom ASGARD.

Raves are still coaing in on TI-BASE
b{ INSCEBOT {of TI Artist fame), Some
Nls have published its docusentation

and to me, looks very impressive,.
Truiy it looks like a LOTUS § 2 3 clone
sade %or the 11,

A new DTP type program is available
from the Mest NY 99ers which can use
graphics tros T1 ARTIST for inclusion in

I formatted  textfiles. Update
supported! See ad!

This  sonth’s  [cazuter Shopper
features an article for UCSD Pascal fans
for Tlers. It ceems there’s a very
active national TI Pascal 516 out there
doinE its thing!

ast heard (read) that Lou Phillips’
Geneve just about breaking even with
orders still on the way.
Congratulations are in order for such an
extraordinary venture to make the TI a
super computer. 1 see more and amore
ﬂ{aise for it in many of the large U6

5.

Sorry for the fine print ads.
thes this way but if you like to see
sore of what’s new bear with e,
seanwhile use some help with your
sagnifying glass. My copier won't

I got



enlarge. Besides, it saves space for
other important things,

It you're an investor of sutual
funds, 1including those that are tax
free, you can keeg pate with your broker
sep Bill Gaskill’s column, These bl
the way, are some of - the safes
investaents around, and can be started
for as low as $1000 or an IRA with some
brokerages, Could develop into a nice
nest E?E on retiresent,

Talking about retirement brings to
eind another interesting progras that
grojects your needs to put away savings,

RAs, etc,, for the big event, See Dr,
Roy tanashiro’s article herein. Key it
in. I it doesn’t work send me a disk
and 1'11 find an older version of it 1
had keyed in four years ago from |
forgat where, i

Western NY 99ers printed a review of
anather araghics program  called
WacFlix by R, Cotfey,

Who once told me that the TI is weak
in graphics?' It’s unbelievable that
this cosputer has come such 3 long way
in this area of talent, If I have space
in this NL I'11 print it. If not, get
some info ¢ros benial Coaputerware, PO
Bz» 183, Grafton MA 01519, Price? $15.
NOw Won’t strain anyone's budget,

Who said we’re not being supported’?
Think of who really isn’t anysore whose
aachines disappeared fron  the
sarketplace long after ours, nasely
Sinclairs, TRS B80’s, Atari, Osborne,
Altairs, etc, We've still ?ut things
going for us!,.even withou expanding
into Geneve, RAMdisks, supercarts, stc.,
but one thing should have been expanded
on, users, and that’s additional double
sided drives, 14 you haven’t, and it’s
the easiest to do, 1t’s about tise’ That
{nvestaent is worth every penny, believe
ae!,,and reuardina!

FUNLHER vA.1Z was released a short
tise ago. | believe it's primarily for
fur ther adaptations RAMd1sks,
supercarts; and ainor bugs exterminated,
I just don’t know what is iamproved, I
gidn't even know it
isprovesent,
vd.1, that is'

needed  any
It works great with e
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IN MEMORIANM:

We are saddened by the death of of a
long time VI supporter and enthusiast,
SeurEe Steffen, a lnne time seaber of
the Los Angeles UG went into eternal
sleep after a long protracted illness
while in the care ot relatives in the
Bronx, NY on September 29. Some of our
U6 met hin at the '86 TICOFF when he
visited as part of the LA delegation.
He authored some programs and articles
on programeing the TI, The LA Ub sorely

77ﬂ?ngs

.1t you need it,

aisses hin as well as we,
Requiescat in pacen’
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INTO THE WILD BLUE YONDER

This desktop publishing fan opts for
the very inexpensive, compared to other
it progris, FONTASY 0.2, This
pra?ran ges what pragrans of greater
cost can do and you don’t need a Ph.D.
to run it. It has a 250+ page mapual,
included, Help screens
can get a beginner started AT ONCE, It
does everything a good DTP prograa does
with siaple cosmands similar to the
foraatting commands of TlWriter, The
panufacturer supports the program with
tisely newsletters, a separate TOOLBOX
disk (extra), and extra fonts and pics.
One needs at least a 640k clcne and a
turbo  would  increase  speed in
perforaance, Epson compatible printers
recopaended {(and #any of us have one).
It coaes with 28 fonts and an accessory
disk full of pics (and some of the
fonts),

This progras can be had for auch
less than its list through nuserous mail
order advertisers in coaputer macazines.
The separately purchased TOOLED: disk
enables one to create one’s own fonts.
Its ?raphxt qualities are amore defined
and clearer than anl of the similar

riced DIPs in its range such as
EWSROON (for I1BM OR APPLE). I just got
it as a Christmas ?ift and 1 was
surprised of its caﬂahi ity., [ also was
given PFS’ FIRST PUBLISHER but have not
as yet opened the ackage. FONTASY
accepts prewritten TEXT files of sany
word praocessors or can accept text as
you make your own pages, with or without
pics. Your screen text is automatically
ernpnrtinned between letters and can be

kerned’ to your desire, too. Also

im:ludedh several page ‘telplates’ of
re

twc or three column paees. As with most
gTP's, it can only store one page at a
e,
If laser quality printing is
des:red

you need at least a 2 leg of
RAM instead of 640K, and perhaps a tfull
aeg for L@ (24 pin) printers,

To get a library of pics there are
shareware/pubdos tool disks to convert
PRINTSHOP, PRINTMASTER, NEWSROOM, MAC,
RLE, and other pics and images 4or use
in FONTASY and reverse. One such pubdan
disk called ICONVERT does all this and

e!

PRINTSHOP, of course, 1 sentioned
gver and over again in regard to APPLEs,
is not a DTP, It’s nothing mgre than a
tute progras to sake signs, greeting
cards, banners, calendars, artwork,
etc,, but is overprotected, and its
fonts are largely lisited to capital

letters.
these

However,
availatle

It’s rival, PRINTMASTER, has
lisitations beaten, by far,
there is a clone of this
as SHAREWARE that seess to
outdo ROTH!, and faster! It accepts and
generates ¢iles for PRINTMASTER, and
converts PRINTSHOP images for usxng then
in the clane gragran! Na, you don’t need
640K to run thes, but a computer with
anything less (1B or clone) isn’t worth
such anyway.
ast agnth 1 may have asentigned
CITYDECK, a shareware progras which will
grint ot a prefaormatted text file in
wo or aore columns along with pics
generated by only two other programs
which, 1 think are too expensive for ay
tastes, Otherwise, as a coluanar gage
publisher 1 may use it from time to time
syself for text without pics,

There are lpads ~ of SHAREWARE
prograas for the BLUE galore! Available
15 @ sgreadsheet LOTUS clone such as AS
EASY AS, PC-CALC is also promising. 0¢
tourse, some of the docusentation an
these prograss is deliberately left out
to tease you into buying ’registered
cugies’ ot these sophisticated ?rugrals
but look at what you'd pay for the
’REAL’ ones.

Hany goad word processing pra$rals
are avallable, too! And you need NOT be
a genius to decipher on disk manuals.
One prograsser even has a large voluse

found 1n bookstores, nasely "PC-Write,
File, and Talk."
fhere are several diskazines

available for PC and clones which
feature such, The best series I’'ve see:
for the price (2 disks full for $9.95:
called BI6 BLUE DISKs. They are loaded
with games, utilities, artwork, into,
and useful programs (nccasionallyi, and
NEws., CheaEer by subscription. Other
diskazines DCCASIONALLY offer snlethxn?
better and 1 do watch out for thes, O
the latter, so far I haven’t been very
ispressed because of their eaphases an
galing. bases | play socially, nat with
cosputers, except for chess!

0¢ course, it’s a different world on
the BLUE horizon 4rom our old
heritage, As I said often we Tlers
shouldn’t give up what we have just for
the sake of gettina sosething new or
*better.” 1 don’t think it’s getting
something better by switching to the
IBM, 1'a still uritxng this and other
cclue-s with our old TI and TIN and
QUAZIZLY I's not fond of pull down
senus!’ Thez slow me down when 1'a word

grucessing, ut that's about all you get
dur BLUEs, clones, and APPLEs these .
3ys.

More to cose next tiae, whenever

that is!
FEERRRERARBRARRRRSRERERIRURIRRIRLILILINS
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MUTUAL FUND RETUERN
" By Bill Gaskill

While there seems to be any number of 98/4A programs around for
checkbook management, loan amortizations, mortgage projections or
savings goals, fow seem to be available for use in menaging investment
type information. I have seen a couple of nice programs for the stock
market investor, but s more timely program today is one that deals with
mutual funds. Kent Thompson has authored the best one that I have seen
yet, ocalled Mutual fund Manager. It is a complete package that allows
the user to store s data base of information on pertioular funds. It
is available for about 8315 I believe from

Real Kstate Projections
409 Klderon Ave. #2
S8an Pedro, Ca. 99731

If you are serious about mutual funds than this is the program to buy. -*

Mutual funds ere perhaps the fastest growing investment vehicle today.
The reason for their popularity is the faot that they allow individual
investors to put relatively small smounts of money into a pool of funds
that is professionally managed, with little or no fees or commissions,
compared to the alternative of investing through individual investment
advisors or brokers. W#hile I ams not going to go into the intracacies
and strategies of mutual fund iovesting, I will explain how one oan get
started with this comparitively new investment vehicle, and how one who
owvns shares or units in a fund oan determine the rate of return omn
their investaent. The Mutual Fund Performance program that follows
this article can be keyed in and run with only 16K and Extended Basic.

There sre actually several bundred mutual funds to choose from today
and they oome in various “shapes and sizes”, meaning their ranks span
the risk scale from low-risk conservatively managed funds, to
bigh-risk, very aeggressive funds, and the investment goals scale froa
Money Market Funds to the quicker yield sector funds. Which one(s) you
decide to put your money into is usually based upon the level of risk
you are willing to accept, your investment goals and the “track record”
of the fund(s) you are considering.

RISK LEVEL:
The amount of risk you are willing to take is something you should

determine before diving into mutual funds or any other investment
vehicle. To determine your risk level you should consider;

1.

2. How devastating the total loss of your investment would be to your
personal finances end to you and your family?

3. Whether you are investing for long-term growth or whether you need
the investment return(s) for income?

How long you are willing (or able) to leave the investment tied up.
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4. How much money you have to invest.

5. How much time (or willingness) you have to devote to managing your
portfolio.

INVESTMENT GOALS:

Your investment goals play a big part in how much money you will gain
or lose on your Iinvestments and most often how quiokly the gains or
losses will occur. The theory being, 1f you sre willing to take big
risks (at losing your money) then you should realise dbig returns for
taking that risk. Thus, if you are e risk taker, your investment
portfolio would be heavily weighted towards Growth and Income type
sutual funds. This is beceause these funds sre geared towards maximum '
profit in minimum time. Your investment goals are what you hope to
accomplish by seeking investing your money with & mutual fund rather
than stioking with that passbook savings or Christsas Club aoccount you
say have used in the past.

CHOOSING A FUND(8):

12 you bave the rescurces and the patience, you can track a particular
funds’ performance by reading the Stock Market pages in your Sunday

 newspaper. Bunday papers are used because they usually have the most

oomplete and acourate guotes for the previous week. B8ince the Market
oloses at Opa on Friday, there is a whole day for the pewspeper folks
to get the information. - . . R . .

Tracking performance §s s demanding task, but one that -anyA investors
use. It also bhas the disadvantage of not being able to tell you bpow,
what the fund has doos in the past. Past performance information oan

- be hed from the Fund’s prospectus (if you want to trust it) or ome of
" the “money” type magasines.

Another method, which is a little more
costly, but probably less risky, and certainly less desanding, is to
subtscribe to & "reputable” Mutual Fund Investment Newsletter. How you
determine what “reputable” is, I will leave to you.

These nevsletters are usually writtem by an “expert” or group of
“experts” 4in the field of Mutual Fund Investing. MNost often they
eaploy a forecasting model that uses virtually the seme method for
determining Fund recommsendations that you would use if you read the

ay newspapers for a oonsscutive time period, past bhistory
{performance). However, they also consider many other variables that
you and I might overloock or do not have access to, such aes ecosomic
indicators, political climate, world prices etc.

Most newsletters create model portfolios that you may follow (emulate) |
in your investments. The models are based upon high, wmoderate and .
oonservative investment risks. The higher the risk the higher the
return. In investment Jargon, high risk funds would be called
“aggressive funds". That means that the fund manager(s) usually look
for common stock investments in “un-favored” companies that they
believe are going to blossom. B0 the fund buys low end then sells high
when the stcok goes up.

The newsletter is also s good place to begin your sdventure into Mutual
Funds since they list the names and often the descriptions of various
funds that you might consider. Many newsletters also list the
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toll-free telephone numbers of the funds so that you may call and order
a prospectus.

STARTING OUT:

Assuming that you have some method of determining which funds to invest
in, the first thing to do is find out how to get in contact with the
fund administrator(s). Virtually all wmutual funds have -toll-free
bumbers for use in requesting s Prospectus. The obvious place to look
for these numbers is NOT in the yellow pages as one might think, but
rather in the trade publications or in the newsletter of a friend who
is already involved with Mutual Pund investing. Once you have the
telephone nuaber and are ready tc make the call, be prepared to est
information on specific funds (by the Fund’s name). Most Mutual unds
are “Families™ of funds. This means that there are ssveral different
funds under one edministrator. This is necessary to meet the varying
demands of the investing public and to optimise the use of investor
dollars by baving a broad range of investment types. Not everyone has
the same investsent goals, nor is everyone willing or able to assume
the same level of investment risk. . .
If you don’t know the name of the fund you are interested in, since
fewspapers only provide oryptic abdbreviations for them when they are
published, ask for help from the person you talk to on the toll-free
line. Don’t be afraid to be a little humble and admit your novioe
status. A good Mutual Fund employee will ask you what your investseot
goals are or perhaps ask whether you would categorise yourself as e
conservative, moderate or aggressive investor. [Rither way, they are

trying to determine what type of fund you might be interested in, based
upon your investment goals. .

Once you receive the Fund's Prospectus in the mail (it's free), you oan
try to resd it from cover-to~cover if you want to.
to read, some are like an accountant’s nightmare and others are
No matter which type you receive, all
will contain certain information that you should look for, since it
directly affects you and the mcney you will be investing. The list
that I am going to give you is based upon my concerns. Yours may be
different or more demanding, so don’t feel that I have listed ALL the
questions you should be asking. However, at a sinimum, I think you
should look for the answers to the following questions;

1. How much (if anything) does the fund charge to join (the eptry fee)

and do they charge you to buy shares or wits? In other words, is it
LOAD or NO-LOAD fund?

.2. Is there an minimum time you must keep your money in the fund
without paring & withdrawal penalty (an exit fee)? N

3. What are the administrative costs? No fund ocperates for free.

You
pay someons to manage your money for you.

4. What are the redemption procedures and what kind of a heaszsle is it
to sell out?

5. Do they require s minisum doller amount investment?

8. Do they offer telephone redenption sand/or telephone ewitching
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between funds in the same family? Hov many times per year?

7 #hat kind of reporting procedure do they have for shareholders and
bow often is it provided?

funds enent fee, many today do not require =a
“{gfu;uf,.. ?:’”Q:h:rn::‘tdi, they are NO-LOAD funds. Some funds
;ovevor have a “hidden” load, one that is assessed vhen you try to sell
our shares. This is an END-LOAD fund, as opposed to a FRONT-LOAD
l;um! Pront-Load funds charges you to get in. End-Load funds charge
"o get out, especially if you do so in the first 1-8 years. Read
:g: Prospectus carefully to determine which type you are considering
investing with.

tion in your decision-making process is the

:-o-m”:’ origzrc:::zxmi::?fm'. administrative fees. Most -tund-

tod vhether they ars load or no-load types, assess & “hidden” cost

you in sddition to regular administrative costs, that the fund uses

o Yo A or things like their advertising end marketing. YOU pay for

::1 ’aybecause the law, under Securities and Exchange Commission

'1 tion 12b-1 allows it. There isn’t much you can do about it, but

you :u: mitigate it by choosing the fund that has the lowest
mininntlvo costs otherwise. .

vestaent game is knowing when to dump your
A:wlm?.:tw’:ﬁf’m' ti;:o-un you don't want to lose wmoney, timing
!- cr'u:ienl Thus, the fund that you are investigating should have
telephone -vif.ehlna or roll-over privileges. This means that it should
offer (and support) the ahility to sell your shares in one fund, and
elther redeem them or roll them over into another fund, by placing a
telephone oall. 1f the fund provides for this oaly by mail, you must
realize that you will still be on s sinking ship for the nunb,r of dm
it takes your lotter to get to the Fund Administrator’s offica.
Normally, you should be able to make a phone oall, ocommuniocates your
“gsell or roll-over” order and then you are usually required to follow
that up with a letter confirming the order. The i{mportant thing is for
to realise the impact on your money because of the difference in
;:‘ooedum. Time is truely money in these cases.

CALCULATING YOUR RETURM:

e the plunge and invest in one or more mutual
miﬁhﬁlmg ::k-ouitor the performance of the fund so that you
can d'aternine wvhethar or not the fund menager is making you any money.

The Mutual Fund Beturn program is aimed at doing that for you.
At the first prompt you will he asked for the;
Apalysis Length In Months:

Enter 24. This figure is used to determine the
nu-ber‘ l:;‘b::n:::. intvglvad in the analysis and to calculate an
apnualized return. If the current month is January 1987 and you bought
into the fund in December 1985, you would enter the number 14, which is
the nusber of months between December 1883 and January 1887 {nclusive.
You would count January 1987 as one of the nontl;-.thcven tlf‘ the date you
perform the analysis on is only the first day o : L] nona;‘r'J‘ P’l
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WESTERN NEW YORK 99ER’S INTERFACE

REVIENS

WHATS NEW IN HARD aND SOFTHARE

MacFlix, a FULL review.
by R. Coffey

The review of MacFlix last month was a quicky, and we will
look into it much further with this review!

What 13 MacFlix? It is a program that will let us TIers
manipulate MacPaint files, MacPaint files have a resolution of
576 pixels across by 728 down. (Yes, that picture of vehicles
on the back of October Interface and the picture titled ‘Clip
#7'" this month i3 576 by 728!) MacFlix let’s you view the
MacPaint files by windowing over them, much like Picasso and
JoyPaint window over their own work area,

You can change the number of pixels your window moves owver
the MacPaint file, which makes it very easy to quickly get to
the portion you are most interested in! You may then save that
portion on the screen as a TI-Artist picture. (Or as a My-Art
picture, if you have a Myarc 964@8). Essentially, we are just
saving a portion of the MacPaint file so we can use it on our

. own drawing programs (which is the main objective of this
program, and the reason why I bought it!)

MacFlix will let you do much more than just that, though!

It will print out the ENTIRE MacPaint file to your printer
(Epson or Prowriter compatible). Epson compatables have 3
options for printout, where Prowriter gets only one. Option #1

(for Epson), also called Low Resolution, will produce a squat
picture Jjust like the single density output from Artist or
Graphx. This option will let the far right 10% of the picture
fall off the page. Option #3, High Resolution, spits out a

very squished (horizontally) picture, but gives you the entire
picture. The older printers, 1like Star Gemini 10-X, the
original TI printer, etc., will ONLY be able to use option #1
and #3. For those with a newer printer, like the Star NX-10,"
Star NX-1000, etc., you can use Option #2, Medium Resolution,
which will give you the entire picture on the page, and is

nearly perfectly proportional. (At the end, I’1ll tell you how
to get PERFECTLY PROPORTIONAL print-outs!) Epson developed an
additional set of new graphics after their oarly printers, and
Medium Resolution uses this newer set.

So where can you get MacPaint files? Three files come on
the Mac Flix disk, plus I got a bonus disk of 5 files (since I
ordered it before October '88). I was able to downlocad a few
MacPaint files locally, but I will be going to the networks of
Delphi and GEnie as a major resource of pictures. If you
happen to have a friend with an IBM who has MacPaint files,
routine (for use with PC

they have included a conversion

Transfer), so you can directly copy them from the IBM disk to
your® own, (PC Transfer requires CorComp or Myarc disk
controller and double sided drives, also from Genial

Computerwdare.) At the end of the manual, they list that the
Boston Computer Society has many MacPaint files, but I have yet
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to explore that avenue. If demand (and suppiy) dictate, our
club MAY start a MACPACK series (to complement our PICFACK
series, but don’'t count on it just yet!).

MacFlix has a couple of other convenient teatures., like
being able to Catalog a disk, which is very handy when you're
not sure of the exact name or your rile. You can also Deiete
files on a disk to clear room for an Artist picture you may be
ready to save. Lastly. MacFlix will let you Invert the entiie
file that is currently loaded. I havn't used that last reature
yet, but it could come in very handy!

Not all MacPaint files (or so I thougnt they were) are
standard in size or format. MacPaint files normally have a few
bytes at the beginning of the file that has a title of the
'picture, and is neccessary to load a MacPaint file in. Some

*

files converted from the IBM may be lacking this title, and you
can only load it into MacFlix after you have disabled MacFlix
0o it will not automatically look for this title. To do this,

you need to press the function and (P) key together (in other

words, the quote). Once you have pressed it, the title is
disabled for your entire session (until you reload the program
again). Don’t expect a flag on the screen to tell you have
pressed it, because you get no video or audio feedback. If you
can’t load a file, you use this as your last resort!! And it
can cause havoc if you’'re not loading a MacPaint file of some

kind, A screen full of garbage comes to mind!

Many of you will be familiar with Archiver III by Barry
Boone for our TI, and other computers have their own
compression programs. So you may find MacPaint files both on
the Macintosh and IBM that are compressed in some way. These

files will usually have & suffix to tell you this. These files
are to be avoided, as you can’t de-arc them with anything we
have right now! When selecting files to download, keep your
eyes open and you should be alright,

All MacPaint files are a fixed size
MacPaint does a simple compression on
pictures that have any empty space in them will be
size, depending on how much empty space there is. That is why
you will see MacPaint files use different amounts of disk
space, according to how sophisticated the graphics are in the
picture,.

With just an Extended Basic or Editor Assembler cartridge,
MacFlix will handle a MacPaint file up to 24k in si1ze. (They
can theoretically be up to 51k, but 24k 1is aenough space for

* most of them!) With a Myarc 9648, SuperCart, or GRAM Kracker
(with the Write Protect switch off!) you can load a MacPaint
file up to 32k in size.

If you have a file larger than available memory, then

" MacFlix will load in as much of the file as it can, and you
will get garbage for the bottom portion of the file it was
unable to load,.

So, who can
considering this
sources Where you may be
Without a source to get
worth your money, unless you like to pay for a
with only a handful of files to work with!

MacFlix offers to greatly expand our ability to get UKEAT
looking artwork from the biggest collection or artwork

MWdings an'99

(576 x 720) but
them, so that the
smaller in

really use this program? Before even
program, you should check out all possible
able to get MacPaint files trom!
more MacPaint files from, it 1sn’t
nice program
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available. Genial Computerware has a winner here! Faor-those
who 4re interested in getting their hands on terrific artwork
and are willing ta hunt for the MacPaint files, it's wall uox_‘th
the price! The price is $§15, and can be had from Genial
Computerware, P.0O. Box 1683, Grafton, MA 01519,

MACFLIX : A TECHIE TIP : The key to getting a perfectly
proportional picture is to have the density of pixels the saae
both horizontally and vertically. A ratio of lil to what you d
like, but not all printers offer it! In the vertical direction,
printers (9-pin) have a density of 72 dots per inch. (So what
you would like ideally is 72 per inch horizontally!) In ﬂadxg-
Resolution, Mac Flix selects the graphics mode of ¥4, which is
8d dots per inch horizontally., That is pretty good, but we can
do better than that! Graphics mode #5 offers 72 dots per xn?h
horizontally (exactly what we want!), In order to get Hacfl;x
to choose %5 instead, you will need to go into a sector editor
(Disk Utilities is one of the better ones) and search for the
hex string '"1B2Ad4'. After you have found it, youfll wvant to
change that "04" to a "05''. Save that sector back out and
you're all set! Now when you select Medium Resclution the
MacPaint pictures will go across the full 8 inches of the page,
like they were suppose to! Why J.P. Hoddie didn’t do this in

the first place is beyond me! Remember, only the newer printers.

have this capability! RJC-11/88

&ugo 27
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The next prompt asks for "Beginning Shares™. This is the number of
shares that were credited to your account on the month that this

'y analysis begins. If you are seasuring performance from the first month
you bought into the fund, make sure that the figure entered here is the
one provided on your statement after any entry fees are deducted. This
(and all remaining) information should be included on the statements
that you receive from the mansager(s) of the fund. Alsc, note that some
funds use the term “units” instead of shares. They are the same thing.

The next prompt, “Share Price Then™, asks for the price per sbare paid,
on the month that the analywis begins. This amount should also be on
your statement. It is the actual dollar figure cost of each share
purchased.

The next two prompts, “IEnding Shares" and “Share Price Now™, ask for
the ending figures of the same type of inforsation asked for above.
Only these amounts pertain to the ending month of the analysis rather
than the beginning wmonth.

In the “Casbh Dividends...” block, enter the dollar emount of any
dividends or capital-gains distributions that were paid to you during
the analysis period. Do not include any money that was re-inveated.
Enter a ssro if no distributions were paid. .

'mmmm-xmr;

“ ;e lovestments In 8 snd
Redemptions Out 8

In: the “Investments In" block, enter the dollar aemount of any
edditiona]l monies pumped into the fund since the beginning month of the
analysis. Then, entsr the dollar amount of any monies taken out in the
form of redemptions. Enter seros in both blocks if neither apply to
the period of the analysis.

Once these figures are entered the program osloulates en annualised
return that is displayed as a peroentage gain or loss.

i Gk} CHORLED. “@OYF~):: DIBPLAY AT(2,@)ERASE ALL:RPTS("_",26):: DISPLA

ST AT(@,6) : "MUTIAL RETURN"
tip .?31_6 sg.:é-“ﬁ:%g&w‘““'huté;:w ACCEPT AT(3,27):AL :: IF AL<

‘____
EEN
N
e
T .

(ST

R_AL> i

¢ DISP ¥~ nning S Ieg :":"Bhare Price Then 8~ :: ACCEPT AT(S, 20)
lh'?ieﬁ&i‘rﬁé Fid 3 g !§§-§ i-icShpre Price Nov 87 :: ACCEPT AT(S,20)
, ] % “!g %5 .: ClzEseofN o :
P 3 QE”KQ (T T b Dividends": "Received Since":-Beginning Month 8" :: A
185 PISPLAY AT(iS 0):-!’& tnenty Ii “:"Redegrtions Out 8- :: ACCEPT AT(15,2
@y Il :: A ( y- T RI=11-RD i: Blouls .50 '
et R R el T

T2 PliPLAY ATi18.0): “nte of Beturn ls:*

55 RYSEFAY AT(39.290: 1 ING 110 SF /1

2 258 exit, or other key to compute another one~ :

N ‘Z‘v-
A

EE
Nis1 o-fi‘?si,tlz&il;';syllu :: STOP

[
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THE YCR COMXECTION
By Jobr Parkins - Ceatral Obio Mivety-aisers - March, 1998

Rave you ever considered or wished that you could hook
wp your TI CONPUTER to a YCR? Or have you ever thovght aboul
the corsequences or effects that you might achieve by doing
so? ¥el). 1 bad is tbe post, but mever quite koev hot lo do
§t, or whal the effect might be woti) I tried 4t. dod 1
Jiked it! Just think about it for o eivute snd let your pind
vonder with we for avbile, and we'll see what Bappeos.

Let's just assupe for ipstence thet you lDike to pley
geees op your coeputer.  Or, meybe yoo Mave o favorite
progras that yor like avd roo it quite-oftes, such as oot of
{hose cortridges 1ike Persosa) Record Keeping. or one lile
Tax lovestoent Records, or Househeld Budget Managewent. Rs
a matter of fact, any Xiod of o prograe or gave that yoo cap
thisk of that will give you o display Lhat sbovs sp oo your
screen or sovitor, wbetber or nol it can be printed ovt ot @
prister will be copsidered bere. One wmight ask by aov,
what's Uhe poiot?

Ay azin poiat is this. Lei's toke the person that does
sot beve o prioter and only pses the conscle and wovitor, or
8 TV set for the screen. Opce you are dose with the prograv
and turs the console off, all is lost aod gone forever
Right? OK. Nov, let's assupe that you bave, or cad get your
" bands on 8 YCR, sivce there are more bousebolds that dave

YCR's for bove eptertaioment than those thal have o printer
»for their 99/4) cowputer. Anywey, eves if yov do ot bave d
friesd that will Jel you ase theirs, one can be rested froa
-any of several video tape reptal places wery cheaply wheo
cospering il Qo buying one.  Just make sore it s a V(R
{video cassette recorder), not a VIP {video tape :lnyerl for
{be VTP will aol record, only play your tape. Moy, witha
VCR set ap in the record mode eod hooked wp to your
compoter, everytbing thet js shovo oo the screep is thee
caplored or recorded oo the video tape and can be pliyed
back at any otber time that may be codvevient for you. In
doidg so, yov cav immediately viev your files or records,
or, yor ta2 find out by watcbiog the tape Dov skillful your
Reystrokes are ip o session such as o TYPE TUIOR, etc. ¥ith
o progran such s 3 Lypiog tutor, there is not way that you
can save or record each Jesson a8 yor go lo esable you fo
stedy it Jater, or be adle to amalyze your particeler
situstion. Just imagine walching your wmistakes as thyy
Deppen. Seeing js Believing, and I'm 8 deliever. The TOUCH
TYPING TUTOR carlridge io one thal will mol save your
Jessons to either o cassette lape or Lo 4 disk drive, moch
less give you o printout on paper.
Nov. maybe you can envision the importasce of fhe V(R
1 tbe scope of an avdlysis io avy lype of gives situatior.
even these that Bave the T1 P/BOI with all of the cards in
il, cer and will fiod o practical wse for their VCRs with
the Ti-93/4) systep. The ones that can Denelil mosl are
those of you thet are operaticg vith only Lhe bare coesole
aod 3 cassette recorder. Andy by the wey, I wight add that
if you book your VCR wp right, 3t can entirely replace the
need of your old audio cassette recorder. If you save your
prograx o2 the VCR tape, you will then be able Lo reloed it
isle the coosole froe the WCR at o later tiwe. Hov you cin
thiok of al] the possibilities of wse for it.
THE 600D PART copes aext!
I cov bear the questions rattling ie your miud! Hov ia
dhe world can 1 get mine Dooked wp? 11 you are tnly
. interested, yead oo’ If wol, you tan ship the rest.

I aoticed Lbot my VCR bad tour HCA jacks ob tde pivel,
odt for vydeo input, one for avdio joput, one earh for video
sudio outpot. 1 Bad a1l ready inspected avd repaired py
video modulator wheo it welfunctived and vas fapiliar with
whal was ipside thal Jittle box that bangs fron the etk of

the V. I Roev it bad a video and avdio and the groved

tospeciions dmside.  That's where | bad to make Uhe repurr
to the brokeo wire. 1'» oot digressing bere, only letling
you koov bov I stuebled onto this in the first place. ] had
sore old Bor movies of the children taker in the 50's thet |
vinted to coever! to WHS and make copies for the children

A very dear friend apd corputer entbusiast of wine, Jick
Rootag, o professional photegrapber, ogreed to make the
topversion for me.  Another friend ip the clud, Frank
Stisoer, MBad porchased o prograe froe JEKK SOFTWARE called
Video Titles 11 which will wake avioeated sequevces of
costor titles for in-store advertising or video recordings.
Frook bad osed this progrem to meke o title display for bis
Copputer Robotics Business with grest svecess. 1 borroved
this progres aod generated sove favcy Litles for wy boremede
wovies. Ny mext slep was to mede o cable to coonect it all
fogetber. Needed was o plug thet was oo 2 spere vwideo
sodulator frow Radio Shack. Mev, all 1 bad to do wmis
desolder the plog frop the vires. Kext, ) found o prir of
juoeper wires with RCL pbeso plogs o2 Dbotd ends. Ooe
bappesed Lo be red and the other Black. 1 cot the pluge of!
of one end of each cable and stripped the insulation back to

expose the wrapped shielded wire snd tde joside solid wire

of each cadle where the o1d RO pheno plog was.

T then tvisted ond soldered the shielded wires of both

Ted and black cables together. This left the center vire of
erch cable to be dealt with.  (Tbis one has the spull
plastic covering op it . TVrin ooly » se2}l perticn of this
plastic off of each cabie so that enly a wery sbort portios
of wire s extendiog frop it. The mest step is to find yoor
plog frop the old video modulator. I you were to bold tbe
glug su yoor Band and look into the open end, yoo would see
pins, erravged jn wbal could be deterrined to ook Iike o
(boppy face without eyes). The pin arravgeeent makes the
big seile. Looking at thew froe right side to the lefl, we
vill call the right-most pin #1. 1t is the avdio pin, where
the red audio wire §s to be soldered to. The very center or
botton pin js the corvor groond. where tbe tvisted sbielded
prir i3 to be soldered to.  The blatk wire s the v2ly
Tendining wire od §s Lo be soldered o pin 44, located just
fo the left of fde cester pin. This is the video pin.
After the solder joiots bave been corpleted. replace the
plog bood and it is resdy for wse. Jus! plug this plug juto
our console, and place the otber epds inte yoor V(R where
be Black RCA pdono plug goes inte Uhe Tadee-Jo Jack avd the
red RCA pboso plug goes ieto the Audio-Ip Juck of 1tbe YCR
Frop the WCR. you tben copnect you regolar cable fros VCR to
the TV in the pormal manoer. (This would depend on the type
of conseclors whelber they be tvin f1at Jeads or cable-ready
which wses the 75 Obe resjstor.}
11 wolo-ou7
2 RoT USED
43 COR-GrOUND
14 YIDEO- O
15 NOT VSED
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The following article was taken from the September issue of the St.“Louis

79’ers newsletter "The Computer Br idge”.

Dr. Roy Tamashiro

COMPUTING FOR YOUR RETIREMENT INCOME

‘Although many of us are qulte a few years away from retirement, we might be hoplng to retire early, or
to spend more years in retirement. To get a truly realistic picture of your financlal future, you should
consult an expert in this.field. The computer program below ("RETIREMENT INCOME ANALYSIS") gives a
very rough estimate of how you might be able enjoy a financially comfortable retirement.

*RETIREMENT INCOME ANALYSIS" works in TI-BASIC or EXTENDED BASIC.

Type in the program,

proofread it, and SAVE It to a tape or disk. When the program ls run youare prompted for the following

items:
This year is: i9_ {Look at a calendar If you don’t knew.) .
Current Monthly Income: 8___  {Enter your gross monthly income.}
Inflation Rate (%) ___ [Make an educated guess. The inflatlon rate s about 4 percent now. 1

- Years to Retirement: __ [Subtract your present age from your retirement age.] . '
Amount Invested for Retlrement 8__  {Include ail of your retirement assets Including IRAs, pension plans,

retirement annultles, etc., but do ROT Include non-retirement investments,

checking or savings accounts, or Soclal Security.)

Assumed Interest Rate (%) __ [Estimate an annual average of Interest or dividends on your retirement investsents

between now and your retirement age.)

,' Annual Rdditlons to Eetirgment Investments: 8_____ [Bstimate how much you will add per year to your

© lgveatments,) '

" The program calculates how much Income you wlll need when you retire. Many experts say that you need
about 75 percent of your pre-retirement income, but with inflation Included in the calculatmn, the monthly

flgure at retirement Is likely to be higher than your present income.

Social Securlty benefits are not included in the analysis, nor are the taxes you wlll owe on your
various tax-deferred investments. You may want to adjust the recommendations glven to account for

these and other omitted factors.

100 REM ESasunissiiny Y#(14RATE) “YEARS)+.5) o recelve®:"about $*;FUTURE;
. 110 REM 3 RETIRENENT # 230 INPUT "Amount Invested f “per month on®
120 REM & INCOME & or retlre- ment: $':3 300 PRINT "your investment |

130 REM & ANATVSIS & 240 INPUT *Acaymed Interest atersst or glvidends.®

140 REN sREpadiesstand Rate(%):*:IT 310 IF FUTURE>=NEEDED THEN 3
150 REM 1988, ROY TAMASHIRO 250 INPUT *Annual additions 90

160 DEF RATE=1T#.01 to retice- ment Investment $ 320 PRINT :*If you will have
170 GOSUB 410 | *:ADD 8o other®:"incame, then you
180 INPUT *This Year Is: 19* 260 FUTURE=INT(((Ba(1+RATE)*  should”:*increase your inve
<HOW YEARS+ADD¥( ( (14RATE) ‘YEARS-1 stments*

190 INPUT *Current Monthly I )/RATE))4RATE)/12+.5) 330 PIX=INT(((12s(NEEDED-FUT
ncome:$' :MONTHLY - 270 GOSUB 410 URE))/RATE)/(14RATE) *YEARSH,
200 INPJT "Inflatlon Pactor 280 PRINT *You will need abo §)

(4):*:17 ut §';NEEDED: *per month when 340 PRINT *by about §';FIX;*
210 INPUT *Years to Retireme you retire In';19004NOW+YEA to®:*$”;FIX+B;*thls year, or
at: *:YEARS RS '

220 NEEDZO=INT((C. TSsMONTHLY 290 PRINT :'You can expect t 350 MORE=INT((((NEEDED-FUTUR

B)#12)/RATE)/C((14RATE) “YEAR
§-1)/RATE)+.5)

360 PRINT "ralse your annual
additions by $°;MORE;

370 PRINT "to total *:°%";H#0
RE+ADD; *per year.*

380 GOTO 400

390 PRINT :*You are In an ad
equeate Investment posit
lon for your retlrement.®
400 END

410 CALL CLEAR

420 PRINT * RETIREMENT IRCOM
B ANALYSIS"

430 PRINT * ==z=====cs

»

440 RETURN
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