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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Well, June is alsost here and we have had five nmeetings ot our aroup already this vear, Tise 15 reaily

,) passing fast, [ hope that as the time goes along, we continue to aske prooress in offering the tvpe of

programs that are needed and wanted bv our sembers. Again, [ ask for veur comsents and suagestions te help us
reslize this goal.

As sany of you know, we have received an offer that was verv hard to refuse... and we didn’t, ©5t., John's
School has made available to us their cosputer facilities for our eeetinas. Thev have had an active cosputer
prograsaing course being taught for quite some tise and relatively recently have purchased a nusber of
TI-99/4A°s {more than 28 systess) to expand their cosputer training facilities, Tos Jav. one of our sesbers
and & mesber of the faculty at St. John’s. has offered us the use of their equipsent in an air conditioned
seeting roos. This should be a real help to us in our efforts to offer aesbers as auch as possibie in
learning and using the powerful and low cost computer that we are all enthusiastic about {I hope). Thank
you very such St. John’s and thanks to Tom Jay for his help in making this possible,

[ also want to thank the Bechtel Corporation for the great meeting facilities that thev have provided for
vs. Don Thorpe and Barton Wood have put in a lot of tise getling everyihing set for our seeRings. We say

still have the need to occasionally use the Bechtel faciiities and we want evervone invelved i1n making thes
available to us to know just how appreciative we are,

There are rusors of exciting things about to happen concerning T1’s hose cosputers. Be at our next
seeting on June 5 and get the first-hand inforsation about just wmhat is qocing on. See vou there,

Navne Kright
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$ M 2. S COMFPFUTER SYySTEMS
¥ T1-99/4R>)5$108. 08 (1ncludes $56 FREE STARTER KIT consisting of 4 audio computer lessons & 2 software programs: Electronic

t Rddress Book & Hoee Inventory and $58 REBATE coupan.>2PPR»ridd»dsrsdd»d»ds  YOUR FINAL COST! $114.88 CALL!!

L N ]

L X & X J B | L Fr 3 _ ¥ K
- - . -

& DFREET WRITER Il word processing programidisk onlv) $é8iplus other software proorams by DYNAMIC DATA & DEVICES. call for info
t Wide selection of EDUCATIONAL NODULES inciuding 18 SCOTT FORESMAN aodules not available froa TI, CALL FOR INFD & PRICING
¥ PROSTIEK 11 Arcade Style Joystick, 5 Yrs. Warranty, Rated #1, Double your current scores, 4 & 8 position selector. Leaf-switch

¢ design>ry2> $29,95 with FREE *Y® adapter or $24.95 w/o adapter..vuvsaenriaa.oRdapter for 2 ATARE wired joysticks>)»»)> $11.95
¥ VERBATIN DATALIFE 5-1/4" Diskettes, SSDD, 5 Yr. Warranty)}>7$ 27.587 Box of 18 ......."The Basic Handbook®. 2nd Edition)>$19.95

+ 36 TI Programs for the Home, School & Dffice 222000008 Bo%9ueereeseness 18] Prograssing Tips for the TI-99/48 »3))22)248 8.93
# CASSETTE'N GAME FILE. holds 1B Modules and/or Tapes »»)2})¥$ 25.95 or $15,95 with purchase of b Modules for FREE SPEECH REDATE

— (™~ 1

¥ FREE SPEECH SYNTHESIIER OFFER starts 4/1/B3 & goes on till 1/31/84.735))> ALL MODULES 207 OFF.,.... SUARANTEED LOMEST PRICES!

e - o 8§ X 5 & 1 3 F § . e wllk e o

+ GEMINI STAR 18X DOT MATRIX PRINTER)>>)$358.08: GEMINI 153)>7$539.88....PI0 Cables)>>>$29.88..,.Recarder Polarity Adapter))ss,o8
 AMDEK COLOR I PLUS High Resclution Monitor with cable. non-glare screen, 1/4* jack: includes headphanes) 3> 2> M.0W PRICE of $308
$ Shop bv convience of phone. Far orders sent directly to vour home add 3%.($2.88 ain.)

¢ Call MIKE MATULA @ 713/484-8224 after 5:30 P for sore inforsation or write to! 15918 Cavendish Dr., Houston, Tx, 77859
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DEFINING CHARACTERS
by Tom Dasenbrock

Characters are given a shape by the command CALL CHAR(NUM, STRING)
where NUM in the number of the character toc ba defined and STRING is a
specilal list of HEXADECIMAL numbers enclosed in qoutes.

HEXADECIMAL (HEX for short) numbers are the numbars 0-9 which
represant themselves and the lettaers A-F which represent 10-19.

HEX is a more afficient way of writing BINARY (which consists of
only 1’s and 0°s) which is what the computer actualy uses. 1 HEX
is made up of 4 BINARY digits . Examples

HEX BINARY HEX BINARY HEX BINARY
1 0001 2 0010 3 0011
4 0100 > 0101 & 0110
7 0111 8 1000 9 1001
A 1010 B 1011 - 1100
D 1101 E 1110 F 1111

0 0000

The STRING will consist of 16 hax charactears which will tell the
computer which dote will be the foreground character and which will be
the background color. 1’s will be the foreground and 0’s the background

- The character is made up of 8 rows of 8 dots. Each row will be

represented by 2 HEX digits(which in turn represent & binary digits).,
Examples

BINARY BINARY HEX
VALUE VALUE REPRESENTATION

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 1 1 2 1 1 0 0 3 C

0 | 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 4 2

Q 1 Q Q ¢ Q Q i 0 4 2

0 1 0 0 ¢ 0 0 1 0 4 2

0 | 0 c 3 0 0 1 0 4 2

0 0 1 1 ¢ 1 1 0 0 3 C

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

This c¢character will be a capital ‘0’ shape and the STRING would ba
represented by "003C424242423C00". If the NUM of thae character was 70
the command would be CALL CHAR(70, '/003C424242423C00"’ ),

Try this short program to see.
10 CALL CLEAR

20 CALL CHAR(70,’/003C424242423C00**)
30 PRINT CHR$(70)

40 GOQTO 30

You must use ‘BREAK’ to stop the program.
When the program stops all the O0’s will go back to being F’s which thay
were before they were redefined by the program.
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GIRBS LAWS OF RELIABILITY

1. Computers are unreliable. but
humans are even more unreliasble,
2«ANny system that depends on human
“Rliability is unreliable.

At the source of everv error
which is blamed on the computer vou
will find at least two human errors

including the errar of blaming it

on the computar
;




