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DISCLAIMER: Information published in this newsletter is created b¥ and for amateurs;
therefore, we cannot guarantee the accuracy or use of presented intormation,

REBULAR MEETINGS... of the Edsonton 997er Computer User’s Society are held on the second Tuesday
of each month in room 849 of the General Services building of the University of Alberta from 7:00
till 10:00 PM and are open to all members in good standing. Non-members may attend their first
seeting tree of charge.

ADVERTIZING... Commercial space is available in this news letter at the following rates: full page %20.00,
halt page %15.00, 1/4 page $10,00. Discuss vour needs with Jia Mulligan at 467-6021, at the rext meeting,
or send °photo ready® copy to the P/D Box above, Members may advertise their personal computer related
items for free but are asked to limit their ads to about 50 words. Mail your ads to the editor’s address or
hand it to him at the general meeting; newsletter deadline 3°rd Monday of the month.

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Family 12 months, $20.00, & months, $15.00. Students 12 wmonths, $15.00, & amonths, $10.00.  New
sember initiation, $20.90,

DECENBER_NEETING
Hinutes of November executive meeting were adopted as read.

CLUBLINE/99 -- The decesber issue had not arrived as of the meeting date so there was np distribution sade. If there
are more people interested in participating in this offer, please see Bob Pass or Jim Hulligan.

Tom Hall gave a good demonstration of & new operating systes for the ramdick., This systes Eresents vou with a menu of
programs to run at a key stroke and adds soae more "CALL" functions to the systes. It is freeware and should be
avatlable in our library soon.

Tom completed his presentation on TI-BBS and gave 2 complete dems of the Horizen Ramdisk. The latter was in
conjunction with a video tape that was shown featuring John Clulow zpeaking about the developsent of the ramdisk at
the Ottawa TI Fair last spring.
fittendance at the mesting was 31 people, & fairly good showing over the last two wmeetings. Undoubtedly some were
enticed by the hose baking supplied by Lois Meunier and Roxanne fippelt and also by the donuts supplied by Ken Godbeer.
This helped add a festive spirit to our Christmas season meeting. Thank vou ladies and Ken.

Tow aenticned that Willer Graphics will be discontinuing production of the Graskracker in the sarly new vear. If vou
want one, vou are advised to phone Craig Miller right away ac future production is in doubt. Something to spend Aunt
Harriet’s Christasas cheque on!

NEIT_MEETING

The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 13°th at 7:15 PM. Same place as usualj General Services Building, U of A
campus in room 349,

Featured this month will be the next section of the video tape of the Gttawa TI fair held last spring. Sorry, I
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cannot recall what the subject matter is on the next section,

Due to some crossed signals, the door prizes promised for the December neeting did not materialize. They will be
there for the January meeting, If you have any suitable iteas that could be used for a door prize, bring it aleng.
Ne will be glad to give it away for you!

Planned for the January meeting is a tutorial on MULTIPLAN by Bob Chapman. It you own that package and do nothing
with it, circle that January meeting date and make that the day open up a new world in computing.

NEWSLETTER DISKETTE_AWARDS

This aonth’s issue 15 coaprized almost entirely fros files downloaded from our bulletin board, TI-B8S which is
oﬁerated by Tom Hall. Therefore, this month’s newsletter disk award goes to Toa. But I would also like to thank
those people who took the time fo leave their aessages on the board, In doing so, they have helped spread the latest
news in the TI world and helped keep our sachines fros becomming frue orphans.

If you have an ites that you would specifically like to be published here and vou cannot get access to our newsletter
disk systes, simply leave x aessage or file on.the board to mz attention and I will see that you too get an award disk
once your item is published. Thanks to all of you for supporting this newsletter.

Your _Fearless Leader Returns!

Soae of you have probably been wonderin% what happened to that guy you elected President way back in June. Well, he’s
been pretty busy, and unfortunatelz not all of the busy-ness has been with the TI'!! However, as we launch into 1987,
pirhaps we should take a look at a rew things and try to get some perspective on where the Tl coamunity is headed in
the new year.

Perhaps the aost significant news is the advent of the long-awaited 9940 Computer from Myarc -- or "Gemeve®, as it’s
affectionately called in the comsunity. Since making it’s otficial presiere in Chicage in November, the computer
seems to finally be in production, and we smay see the first ane in Edmonton very early in the new vear! The retail
?rice of the new computer is said to be around $450 U.S., and inciudes a card for the expansion box and a special
BN-type keyboard. The kevboard actually contains 640K of RAH, and most of the power of the new systea is said to
reside there, Eighty-coluan versions of TI WRITER and HULTIPLAN are said to be included. Sorry, but I haven't heard
anvything about a monitor; guess that’s an extra.

The most critical need of our %roup continues to be information. Your iozai prez and sysop has been rapidly shoveling
himself into the poorhouse with his recently-acquired subscription to COMPUSERVE, but there have been some fantastic
dividends in terms of information, sources of ZEt more information, and some exciting new software, which has all but
revolutionized our bbs. Barry Traver's ARCHIVER progras (persanently residing on the club bbs) now ensures that we
get complete packages of softuar&b since the progras allows you to Ypack" any dumber of files into one file, with one
directory listing, and then later "unpack® that file, and get back all the files that originally weni into the
"packed” file, in their original condition!

Indirectly, this change in the bbs is an encouragement for 300 baud users to upgrade to 1200 baud, since it’s now
quite comson to see a file larger than 100 sectors on the board. Ask our secretary’s husband how long 1t takes to
upload 273 sectors at 300 "baud! Fortunately, upgrading to 1200 baud is no longer quite as painful as it ance was,
since there are now several Haves-compatible or near-Haves-compatible 1200 baud ecdems on the market, at less than
$300 CDN.

Other hardware innavations of 1986 were the Graas Kracker, from MG {formerly called Millers Graphics), and the Horizon
RAM disk from Horizon Computers of Toledo, Ohio, both of which have greatly improved the operation of our bulletin
board. With the advent of the Geneve, the fufure is indeed looking bright for the T, as there is now the very reel
possibility of IBM compatinility for aur tenacious "orphan”. Whatever you do, KEEP YOUR TT! You'll be glad vyou did!

The vear does end, however, on a slightly ominous note, as there are rumblings from the (.5, that the Federal
Communications Commission is considering legislation which would effectively eiiminate IALLY free local telephone
access to information databases such as Compuzerve, The Source, 6Enie, and PC Pursuit. This legislation, 1f passed,
could set a dangerous precedent and threaten the future of low-cost sodeming in Canada as well., Anyone interested in
more information on this topic chould contact ae =ither through the bbs or at the next aeeting.
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In closing, I'd like to once again reaind all of you that there ere considerable untapped resources in our club; we
have innovators both in software and hardware. I+ hardware is EJJF passion, catch Yves Chevalier at a meeting and ask
him sbout his home-sade aodea' Or ask Michal Jaegermann about FCFTH or the "C" lanquage. Don’t be afraid to ask
questions! That’s how we learn things!

On tbahaif of the club executive 1°d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and prosperous new year ---
and #zz= ON Tl-ing!'!!

SELECTED _ITEWS_FRON_T1-BBS

by: Bob Pass

The following iteas were gleaned froa our bulletin board. As theX are of general interest, [ thought that mest of you
would enjoy %hea and perhaps encourage you to spend acre tise on the board.

From: DON BILYEA

Chess challenge. Ta anyone uillin% to accept the challenge of a chess gane I issue the first move of P-K4. Please
respond through E-gail, I have more than one set prepared so more than one of you can reply. Hoping for a response
soon, Thank you, Don. _—

The challenge was issued in August but but go ahead and contact Don by leaving him & message on the board. MNothing
like a good game of chess to while away wintery evenings!

From: Wolly Barabash
20% SPEED UP FOR TI. (THIS IS FROM RYTE DATA NEWSLETTER OF MAY/JUNE.)

Desolder one lead of the TI 12 MHz crystal. Solder a 6" wire in its place. Solder the other end of this wire to the
piddle contact of a cingle pole double throw switch. Solder a new wire to the desoldered end of the {2 Mhz crystal
and to one of the other switch contacts. Solder one lead of & 14.31B HHz crystal to the 12 Mhz lead that is still
wired to the Tl motherboard, solder the cther end of the [4.318 MHz crystal to the last bare lead of the switch., You
should mount this cutside onto the console. There the switch can be toggled back and forth between the two speed, in
eid progras vet so you can see the difference. [ haven’t done this myself yet, but it help is required, leave me a
agssage and [ will cai? back to this board in two weeks. See you later, Holly

From; James “-Bride
TNS9900/28B0 <32E*z.zR. I woull like to obtain a program that will ascemble 780 code on the TI and produce an  Intel
hex object cooe fiie. Please leave a message for me on this board it you have any information on such a prograe.

From: Tnnz Yan Huyden

FORTH MEETINGS. For those of vou interested in FORTH there ic a way to meet with other enthusiasts. Meeting place
ROOM AL34 at NAIT on the following dates: Nov 22, Dec 24, Jan 17, Feb {4, Mar 14 Apr i1, May 09. Hark these dates on
your calender im pencil as they are to be confireed on the next meeéing. Time of aeeting will be from 14300 till
15:00, We also need helg trom the mesbers in the organisation., If vou are a FIG mesber bring your meabership card so
we can add vou to the data-base. Everybody is welcome and see vou there.

From: Danny Ochitwa

TI SYSTEM FOR S5ALE. Tl Console, Peripheral Expansion box including: TI Disk Controller, TI R5232 and Full-height
55/50 Drive, Stand alone 3ZK Meaory txpansion, Navarone Widget, Extended BASIC Module, Disk Manager 2 Mndu?eﬁ
Editor/fAssesbler Module {with 8K RAM added), Blacki¥hite TV, Miscellaneous Game Modules. #Asking $300 or best offer.
Call Danny Ochitwa 482-1702 after Spa

From: Rob Regular
FOR SALE. [ have for sale ! TI-99/4A home cosputer, expansion bow, disk drive, joysticks, asseably lan., extended
basic, aunch san, Iork [II (disk), memory expansion., Good condition. For more info, phone Rob 447-7934 4-11 pa.

From: keith Nickerson ) i ‘ .
WENTED., A friend of mine is looking for a stand alone parallel printer interface for his TI. Anvene know of one far
sale please leave me sessage here.

From; Keith Mickerson
FOR SALE. I have for sale a Signalaman 300 Baud modem for the TI. MNew cost was $150, sell for $75 or best aoffer.
Works great! Leave message it interested.

From: Earl Toman
GRAPHX. I have recently been ausing about the possibility of buying 2 Graphx package ie)Printshoope package as per
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Texcong. Have any of you readers used this prograa? If so, drop me a iine With your comsents as to whether it is
worth the $30.00 1nvestment.

Rlsa 1 would like to get a ditferent printer to use the above package. I have considered Panasonic or Roland. Would
these printers work with Graphx?

From: Jis Beck
ANYBODY want to sell me a used extended basic? [ need a spare.

Froa: JIM MULLIGAN

AGRICULTURE DATABASE. I’a looking for a good agriculture database, grinarily tor livestock records. If anyone has
one for sale or knows of a good one (freeware is also acceptable), please leave a message on this board.

From: KIM SPENCER
PRINTER FOR SALE. A friend has for sale an Extel BZ08BL printer. It prints at 300 baud and is capable of printing all

tontrol characters. It is equipped with a keyboard so it can be used as a terminal. He wants $200.00 obo. Call™ him
at 723 39535 after & PM; ask for Allan or leave a message for me {Kim Spencer) on this board.

Froa: Garry Salisbury, GENIEVE is now available from Myarc, It is $409 U.5. My sources have talked to one cwner he
seemed satisfied, More to come as it arrives.

The Companion word processor would not work with the Myarc disk controller. There is a fix for it from a fellow in
Vancouver. 1 apologize but I can’t remember his name, The problem is op the "B" file, Use the search function of
DISK+AID disk fixer to find the following string in "8" (You should save "B® to a blank, newly irnitialized disk for

thfl easiest searc): hex CO16 2B06 0215 FAO2. 1 think it’s the last sector on the file. Change 2B06 to 1000, Now it
will work, :

FOR SALE. I have an extra 12 voice music synthesizer for sale. Includes documentation, disks and speaker wire to
hook up to vour asglifver. Plays stereo or gquad. .s=s Forth to program musici ideal for someome with a knowledge of
ausic. Write to GARRY SALISBURY BOX 1971 R.R.{ CLEA=a-TER, B.C. VOE ING aor call 604-674-2326 after & pe.

PEEKS AND_POKES

This file was downloaded from The TI Forum section of Coapuserve. It is the most extensive list of peeks and pokes
[’ve seen for the TI.

28¥ OF DATA STORAGE 4

It you need to work with guite a bit of data or would like to change programs but save the data after you press CALL
QUIT then vou can set up the 24K of High-Nemory in the PEB as a single data file called "EXPMEM2®, You open this file
just as you would a disk file with one e:ception - you must precede the OPEN statesent with a CALL LOAD to the

iocation -24574 as follows:
For INT/VAR files - 24
For DIS/VAR files - 14
For INT/FIX files - 8
For LDIS/FIY files - 0

For esamples if you want to open up the Expansion Hemery for Display, Variable 80 files this is what you'd do:

160 CALL INIT

110 CALL LG&B(—24574{16)

120 OPEN #1:"EXPHEM2",FELATIVE,
UPDATE, DISPLAY, VARIABLE 80

Then continue on as you normaily would. 1f vou want to store both data and assesbly lanquage roulines at the same
time do this:

100 CALL INIT

110 CALL LOAD(-24574,-14)
120 OPEN #1:1"EXP'z=.”

130 CALL LOAD (7:7 | ABSHI™M)
140 CALL LOAD {"I=-2,ASSMZ"
150 CALL LINK 0'30-3T9

o0 REM REET OF FROGRAM

In the asbove evample the 24 K of hi?h memory was saved for use as a DATA file (DIS/VAR 80 format) then the asseably
routines were loaded. The computer will look for the vest place to put the routines and will adjust the pointer

accordingly.  After the routines are lgaded, a LINK statesent starts the first routine and off we go. [If that's not
enough for you, you can alsc use the MINI-MEMORY for 4K more of storage of assembly routines! Now that's 1ok of
progras space, 12K of assembly routine space!
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,% ggaﬁg%%'mﬂﬁw"  Zzsezssserzszzes: SZszazzesssssiressimcEsiieesesmsesssssssmsssssssssesmemetee
: i s '§§G§§' s ) ______THE FOLLOWING LOADS REGUIRE E/f OR MM L
6 *ON BREAK & ,
: 123 i TEC?céanRGEF*E ; ADURESS , VALUE(S) MEANING
~NGE “NZ RECEIVE SYNTAX Z7FiR
' iy Chenie COLOR &D RECEIVE aRcmpoovr 784 o P g35050§5v553§65) (NHERE P IS {4 TO 31) CHANGES BACKGROUND
R L,
' AROTECT B rEoein -24574 , 8 1 THINKTHIS ALLOWS THE HINI-NEW TO USE THE 26
y 2 se. "ON WARNING asis" CONMAND -30945 , 0 WHITE Zise:
) ?4 gg; ,ggrgggg}NS ZiE" COMMAND 32272, 0 WILL FoT yOu IM TEXT MODE
' (UNTRACE CCoveil ~32766 , 0 BIT MAP MODE
» B SET e bk COMMAKD -32788 , 0 FAPHICS (NGERS, MODE)
' 14 SET o0 BREAR neis -32280 , 0 MULTI-COLOR “CELE
[] . ACA - s
' so O IR MEN 32382 4 107 WILL BLANK THE SCREEN, ANY KEY PRESS WILL RESTORE
y 0 CLEARS CREEN =R AN INSTANT
; % PN *9§§1%&0An" -
2 REIET 10 TITLE SCREEN
, 5l REZE T0 TITLE S032E 5 TASCAL LOADS . _—
y 149 SETS "ON BREAK BTo" LOCKS SYSTEN - 14586 , 0 , 0 THIS ALLONS YOU T0 20 A "RUN-TINE WARW START® FROM PASCAL T0
3it.
OH_REALLY!

The following gems were written by: Sean Philip Engelson, Carnegie-Mellon University, Computer Sciénce Departaent.’

REAL_FROGRANNERS_DON’T WRITE SPECS

iial P;ugranmers don’t write specs -- users should consider themselves lucky to get anv programs at all and take what
ey get.

Real Pragramaers don’t comment their code. If it was hard to write, it should be hard to understand.

Real Programmers don’t write application programs; they progras right down on the bare setal. Application programaming
is for feebs who can’t do svsteas prograaming.

Real Pru%rammers don’t eat quiche. In fact, real programmers don’t know how to SPELL guiche. They eat Twinkiec, and
Szechwan tood.

Real Programeers don’t write in COBOL. COBOL is for wimpy applications programgers,

Real Prograasers’ prograas never work right the first time. But if you throw thea on the machine they can be patched
inta working in "only a few” 30-hour debugging sessions.

Real Prograamers don’t write in FORTRAN. FORTRAN is for pipe stress freaks and crystallagraphy weenies.

Real Programaers never work 9 ta 5. If any real prograsmers are around at 7 AH, it’s because they were up all night.
Real Prograsmers don’t write in BASIC. Actually, no programmers write in BASIC, after the age of 1.

Real Programmers don’t write in PL/I. PL/I is far programmers who can’t decide whether to write in CDBOL or FORTRAN.
Real Pfagrammgrs don't plav tenris, or any other sport that requires vou to change tlathes. Hountain climbin3,i5 OK,
iag ;ziai%;agzzgfers wear their clisbing boots to work in case a mountain should suddenly spring up in the aicdle of

Real Programmers don't document. Documentation iz for simos who can’t read the listings or the cobject deck.

feal Programsers don’t write in PASCAL, or BLISS, or ADA, or anv of those pinko computer science languages. Strong
typing is for pecple with weak memaries.

Real prograsmers never aake up schedules. Only planners make up schedules. Only mapagers read thea.

Real programners never deliver programs on schedule, Either the program is “done® in two days ar it is never
finished. In any case, it is never delivered when it was scheduied.

Real oprogrammers never eat at restaurants, If the vending aachine sells it they eat it. [f it deesn’t, they dan’t.
Recently real programmers discovered that popcorn was being sold in vending machines. Camaon coders discaverad that
it cauld be popped in the sicrowave oven in the vending-machine room but real programaers use the heal escaping froa
the top of the CFG.
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Real prozrallers never deliver programs on Wednesdays. Real prograssers never deliver prograss on the first day of
any sonth.

Real prograsaers know that good human factors desi%n requires only the application of cosson sense. Besides, no one
cares about users. The program’s written for aesthetic beauty.

Real programaers know every nuance of every instruction and they use them all in every prograa.

Real prograaeers do not clear registers twice before using thea. 1In fact, if you annoy a real prograseer, he/she
won't clear the registers at all. And that goes for your asemory too!

Real prograseers do not wonder where the bits went following a shift operation. They do not care,

Real prograssers are not in it for the soney, Most of them are secret millionaires.

REAL _CONPUTER_SCIENTISTS DON’T WRITE_CODE

Real cosmputer scientists don’t write code. They occasionally tinker with ’programaing systems’, but those are so high
level that they hardly count (and rarely count accurately; precision is for applications.)

Real computer scientists don’t comaent their code. The identifiers are so long they can’t afford the disk space.
Real coaputer scientists don’t write the user interfaces, they merely argue over what they should look like.

Real coaputer scientists don’t eat quiche. They shun Schezuan food since the hackers discovered it. Many real
coaputer scientists consider eating an implementation detail. (Others break down and eat with the hackers, but only

if they can have ice creas for desert,)

It it doesn’t have a programming environment complete with interactive debug%er! structure editor and extensive cross
sodule tyfe checklng real coaputer scientists won't be seen tinkering with it. They may have to use it to balance
their checkbooks, as heir own systeas can’t,

Real‘gnmputer scientists don’t program in asseabler. They don’t write in anything less portable than a number two
pencil.

Real computer scientists don’t debug progrzas. theg d;namically apdify thea. This is safer, since no one has invented
a way to do anything dynamic to FORTRAN, [I7°L or BASIC

Real computer scientists like C’s structured constructs, but they are suspicious of it because its coapiled. (Only
Batch freaks and efficiency weirdos bother with coapilers, they're soooo un-dynamic.)

Real computer scientists plaz go. Thex have nothing against the concept of mountain climbing, but the actual cliabing
1s an impleaentation detail test left to programsers.

Real computer scientists admire ADA for its overwhelming aesthetic value, but they find it difficelt to actually
progras in, as it is auch too large to iaplesent. Most Computer scientists don’t notice this because they are stil
arquing over what else to add to RDA,

Real computer scientists work from 5 pm to 9 am because that’s the only time they can get the 3 megabytes of gain
mesory they need to edit specs. (Real work starts around 2 am when enouah MIPS are free for their dynamic systems.)
Real computer scientists find it hard to share 30Bls when they are doing "REAL’ work.

Real computer scientists only write specs for languageslthat might run on future hardware. Nobody trusts thes to
write specs for anything hoso capiens will ever be able to fit on a single planet,

Real coaputer scientists like planning their own environments to use bit mapped graphics. Bit mapped qraphics is
great because no one can afford it, so their systems can be experimental.

Real computer scientists regret the existence of PL/I, PASCAL and LISP. ADA is getting there, but it is still allows
people to make mistakes.

Real computer scientists love the concept of users. Users are always real impressed by the stuff coaputer scientists
are talking about; it sure sounds better than the stuff they are being forced to use now.

Real computer scientists despise the idea of actual hardware. Hardware has limitations, software doesa’t. It's 4
real shase that Turing aachines are so poor at /0,

Real computer scientists love conventions. No one is expected to lug a J0B! attached to a bit map screen to a
convention, 5o no one will ever know how siow their systems runm,
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